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bestowed upon others, enabling them to
go forth and give promises unto the
people concerning these precious gifts
of the Holy Ghostand have those prom-
ises literally fulfilled.
Now, Paul says that “if any man
preach any otlier gospel unto you than
e have received, let him be accursed."
it seems that they had in those days
men who preached different doctrines
and who er.deavored to weaken the
faith of the converts to the true Gospel
by teaching false doctrines, and there-
fore he speaks in this emphatic manner
<oncerning the principles and ordinan-
ces that he had taught. Do these prin-
ciples of faith, repentance and baptism
-constitute the entire Gospel of the Son
-of God? Do they comprise the full
Pplan of salvation which God has re-
vealed and will reveal for the redemp-
tion of the human family? Certainly not.
All truth, no matter what it may be, is
a part of the Gospel of the Son of God.
"These principles and ordinances are es-
sential. They must be obeyed by the
inhabitants of the earth. There is no
way to obtain full and conmiplete salva-
‘tion without obedience to them. And
that which is important, too, is that
these ordinances must be administered
by men having authority. For a man to
believe in Jesus, repent of his sins, and
then to be baptized by a man that has
not the authority would not bring com-
.plete salvation. Te have hands laid
upon one by a man not having anthority
would not bring the gift that the Lord
has said shall follow the administra-
tion of this ordinance by His servants.
Repentance will always bring a bles-
sing. Faith in the Lord Jesus Chuist
will always bring a blessing. I do
not care what nation a man may
belong to, nor what church he may
enter, if he will only repent of his sins
it will bring a blessing to him. He can
do that if he is a Mohammedan, or if he
is wol a believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ; he can repent of his sins and he
-can receive a blessing from God for
doing so. For God will accept the re-
pentance of His children.
what a man's standing or what his con-
mections may be; he may propose to
become a member of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or a
member of the Catholic Church, or of
the Episcopal Church, or of a pagan
organization, so called, and if he truly
.and sincerely repents of his sins the
blessing of repentance will rest down
tipon im. This may seem strange to
you; it is nevertheless true. Of course,
,if he were a Mohammedan, he would not
have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; he
would not believe in the Son of God as
the Redeemer of the world: but so far
.as Tepentance goes and turning away
from sin with a determtination to live a
.purer and better life, the blessing of
‘God would rest upon that individual,
I1 he believed in Jesus, then the blessing
-of that belief would rest upon him; and
the man who is in that condition of faith
'has the advantage, so far as that goes,
over the unbeliever. But will repent-
.ance save people? Is that all that is
.necessary for salvation? No. That is
only one of the requirements which the
‘Lord makes of us. He requires of us
that when we hear the name of Jesus
and are taught the mission of Jesus we
shall accept Him as our Savior, as the
Son of God, as our Redeemer, and have
fajth in Him. Then we are required tu
repent of all our wrongdoing. How
shall we know that which is wrong? Do
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we derive the knowledge of it from
books alone? No.
every human being who possesses the
powers of his mind a knowledge, to a
certain extent, concerning sin. It is
born with us; it is the direct gift of the
Father. We have that portion of His
Spirit within us that tells us that which
is wrong. We may have it in difterent
forms, because of the difference in our
education. That which our consciences,
so to speak, may tell us is right under
one set of circumstances, may be con-
sidered in a different light under other
circumstances. But there is a certain
amount of light, of intelligence, ot spirit
that comes from God, that causes the
truth and the right to appeal instantly
to an honest-hearted man when he hears
it, and he has a testimony within himself
concerning this truth. This is not, as I
say, confined to ome class, nor to one
nation, nor to one creed; it is as exten-
sive as the human family, Wherever
the human family live they have that
spirit with theni. Hence it is that when
the Gospel is preached, when the Elders
bear testimony to the truth of the
Gospel, and men and women hear it,
they will be judged by that testimony;
that is, that testimony will stand against
them unless they listen to it and obey
the Gospel. Therefore the servants of
God in ancient days, as in our day,could
go to the various nations of the earth
and proclaimy the truth and warn the
people, and the people would be under
condemnation if they did not receive
the testimony of the servants of God;
for the witness of the Spirit would be in
their own hearts and it would testify to
them. God has not left any of us with
out a witness. He may withdraw it from
us through our hardening our hearts
and committing sin, and we may be left
in the dark; but otherwise there is. in
every human breast a witness of the
truth,

As I have said, not only is faith nec-
essary, but repentance also. These are
two principles of the Gospel which we
are required to obey. Then comes bap-
tism. And baptism, as I have remarked,
must be administered by a man having
authority—for this reason, if for no other:
there are sins to be forgiven, and who
can forgive sin but God, or sonie one
whom He authorizes? For He doss
give that power to man sometimes,
that ““whose soever sins ye remit, they
are remitted unto them; and whose so-
ever sins ye retain, they are retained.”
But speaking generally, no man has this
authority. It is God alone that can
remit sins. For a man to immerse an-
other in water without baving the
authority from God amounts to noth-
ing, except to the wetting of the man
that is immersed. It does not bring the
remission of sins. The Lord must wash
away the sins of the individual, or the
ordinance is of uo effect. Therefore,
though men may have faith and may
repent, they must do something more
than this to obtain the washing away of
their sins and the blessings of salvation
that attend the remission of sins. And
so with the reception of the Holy Ghost.
That is a gift from God. Man in and of

himself does not possess the power,
either to receive or bestow il; it must;j

come from the Lord. Hence the im-
portance that the Lord has always at-
tached to the sending of men forth to
reach the Gospel who are authorized.
t is a trite theme in this Tabernacle
that the cause ot all the confusion, dis-
sension and contention that exist in the
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religious world is that there js po
authority which God recognizes apd
whose actions God confirms by bestgw-
ing the blessings that the people need.
Paul understood this when he wrote this
epistle to the Galatians. Somebo 1y
had come in doubtless and taught falge
doctrine, and called it the Gospel; hut
he said it was not the Gospel, and that
they must have the legitimate authority.
Hence it is that the Catholic Church js
so strenunous on this point. That churely
recognizes the importance of there he-
ing a priesthood. Itis the most strepy-
ous probably of any Christian denom-
inativn on this point. They claim to
have a continued descent of priesthood
from the days of Peter down, and that
the Pope of Rome stands in the place
and occupies the position that Peter did
as the head of the church. The church
of England has somewhat similar clajms-
but they cannot claim the priesthog
with the same propriety and as mych
force as the church of Rome. But the
great mass of the Protestant denomina-
tions, realizing how defective they are
in this respect, discard all authority as
coming directly from the Apostles, [n
the most of instances they claim their
authority under the commission which
was given to the Apostles by the Son of
God when He told them to go “into al}
the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature; he that believeth and ig
baptized shall be saved, but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned."’ By 1pok-
ing at this carefully you can see how
destitute of foundation such a claim jg
because if every man on the face of the
earth has the right to administer the
ordinances of the Gospel, then eve
man must have been commissioned b
the Lord to do so. Such a claim is
entirely baseless, Paul distinctly says
that men must be cajled of God as was
Aaron, and we know how Aaron was
called. He was called by direct rey-
elation from God to Moses. Sp that
today there are thousands of well-mean-
ing men who are devoted in their feel-
ings to the work of God, who would
like to benefit their fellow men, and
who are educated for the ministry,going
around among the people, from one end
of Christendom to the other, endeayor-
ing to convert the inhabitants of the
earth to their way of thinking and ad.
ministering to them ordinances without
having any authority whatever. When
you contemplate this condition of affairs
you can s :e the reasons there are for so
much confusion in the earth, there belng
10 regular channel of authority, no way
of obtaining revelation direct from God:
because if there were, it would come
tiirough one channel, and there wguld
not be any diversity of views concerning
points of doctrine. One man would not
say, “This 15 the proper mode of ad-
ministering baptism,”” and another con-
tradict him and say “That is not right:"
but they would all be alike, as Paul and
the Apostles were when they met.
When Paul went up to Jerusalem, they
found that he was teaching exactly the
safme principles that they themselves
taught, and with the same authority.
As [ have said, the Church of Rome
claims to have a descent of priesthood
from the days of Peter; but those who
are familiar with the history of that
church must havé an imimense amount
of faith and confidence to believe that
the Priesthood of the Son of God could
have come down through that channel,
in the midst of the impurities, the
wickedness and the wrongs that have



