
THE DESERET WEEKLY
HOURS OF LABOR

promfrom a recent report presented to
the house of lords on the laws affect-
ing the hours of adul labor iuin vari-
ous continental and other countries
we gather a large amount of iinfor-
mation on this deeply interesting
question and we are confirmed
in our opinion thatabut ahe aver-
age british workmen are bet-
ter off all around than those
in any continental country we
subjoin a few notes dotted down in
the course of the perusal of this
paper thinking they will be read
with interest by all those who like
ourselves are personally interested
in problems relating to the hours
and conditions of labor in austria
hungaryhangary the law limits the dura-
tion of work in mines to a shift
of twelve hours ten only of
which must be spent in ac-
tual labor for factory hands
the limit is eleven hours exclusive
of hours torfor rest and meals sunday
rustroot is to be observed these pro-
visions may be subject to mod-
ifications in certain specified cases
of emergency in hungary there
is no general law afadlet ting the
hours of labor and in some cases
consequently they are excessive A
days work of ten to twelve hours is
timthe normal but in some industries
and localitieslocal lUes the working day ex-
tends from twelve to fifteen and
even eighteen hours sunday rest
lsis not prescribed and the factories
worworkingkingonon sundays and holidays
axeare 2515 per cent of the whole

there tois no law in belgium reg-
ulating or Jimilimitingting the hours of adult
labor and great variations existsexist in
consequence in the mining dis-
tricts the average day is twelve
hours but women are often em-
ployed thirteen or fourteen hours in
loading trucks and sisimilar heavy
work cabinet makers at ghent
and brussels often have to work
seventeen hours a day railway
guar s are often on duty for fifteen
or even nineteen audand a half hours at
a stretchtretcb brussels tramway driv-
ers work fromfroid fifteen to seven-
teen hours daily bremen from
ten to seventeen and often half day
sundays brick makers sixteen
hours in summer IPar sigr re
flurriesfineriesfinfLueries
hours eleven hours is considered
the average days labor in the ma-
jority of trtradeainadain belgium there
weare a number of labor decrees in
france but as they mostly affect
particular trades no brief general
statement caa be given but the
report states that as a rule it may
be said that frenchmen in factories
are present at least fourteen hours
out of every twenty four in the
shops and it must be borne
in mind that there is no
compulsory observance of sun-
day and no day of habitual rest
neither in germany spain swe-
den turkey nor in denmark or
russia are there any laws limiting
the hours of labor in russia it is
stated eliab they vary from six to
twenty hours but in the majority of
cases estimated at 80 per cent the
hours of labor are ttwelvewelve and uunderuder
manufactoriesManufactories with twelve hours
daily labor number per cent

those with eleven hours per
cent those with ten hours per
cent with eight hours 16 per cent
with seven hours 04 per cent and
with sixeix hours 02 per cent night
work is pursued in establishments
but the minoritymajority open at 5aamam and
close not later than 9 pm

in saxony there are no lawsjaws af-
fecting adult labor but the normal
working day consistscou of eleven
hours exclusive of meals in swit-
zerland the law limits the normal
working day to eleven hours reduced
to ten on saturdays and holidays
there ariara numerous laws in the
united states affecting the hours of
labor subject to various exceptions
we can only summarize a few ol01

these in new york mechanics
work eight hours in most cities of
the state nearly all mechanusP and
all connected with the building
trade work nine hours ex-
cept on saturday when eight
hours is the rule on the
street and elevated railroads and in
cities of over inhabitants ten
hours is the normal day in new
jersey hours range from fifty three
to sixty hours per weelweek in rhode
island ten hourshoura daily in maryland
an average of ten hours and the
same iuin virginia north carolina
tennessee arkansas louisiana and i

mississippi where there are how-
ever no legislative enactments in
california eight hours is the day
limit by statute which statute how-
ever is constantly evaded so that
some trades that are unorganized
work twelve or fourteen hours daily

these examples are selected from
a largelare number given in the report
audand they take no account of excep-
tional asestasest which are recognized by
the statutes they also apply only
to adult labor but there are a large
number of statutes regulating
women and child labor which in
sowesonje countries is very severe on
the whole the organized trades of
this country waymay congratulate
themselves on holding the best posi-
tion among the european work-
men aridand second to nonedone in the
matter of hours of labor second only
in remuneration to work
ing men in comparatively new
countries like the states and our
australian colonies london world

THE RAT PLAGUE

doleful accounts continue to be
published from many partsparte of the
coucountry of the destruction and I1liaboelavoe
wrought by rate the wily rodent
has come this time in battalions
but it is hoped he has not come to
stay in england it is the eastern
counties which are chiefly suffer-
ing and it is the east coast of
scotland also which has been
most largely afflictsafflictJd but the
plague is spreading spite of allajl that
man cacabiui do aided toyby dohogsanddoggsandsanu armel
with steel traps guns snaring
nets and poison the rat is marching
victoriously onwards and finds
plenty of new worlds to conquer
crewe for instance has been judi-
cially proclaimed as a rat haunted
place 1 the fen district of lin
lushirecocoln shire is rat haunted and rat
desolated most pitiful accounts

are given of the ruin and disaster
brought upon some of the farmers
in that region the omnivorous
rodent makes for the various crops
in succession the pot to and man-
gold have now been attackedattached and
the young plants in the field such
as wheat and beans are seriously
eaten away so far no pied piper has
appeared onOD the scene but a french
chemist has written to the mayor of
lincoln offering to come over and
exterminate the vermin if the
chemist will accept paapaymentment by re-
sults the despairing farmers of this
and other districts Fshouldbould lose no
time in opening negotiations what
the frenchmansFrench mans method may be
of course no one knows that
is his secret and he jealously
guards it to be successful how-
ever it will have to be some-
thing out of the common all the
old cures and traps have been
tried in vain the gamekeeper hasbag
gone too far in destroying the ratsrat 16

natural enemies and artificial foes
have hitherto failed to supply the
deficiency pasteur undertook to
rid australia of rabbits by scatter-
ing disease broadcast among those
destructive creatures not unlike
ly the french chemist who is
anxious to emulate the fame of the
piper of hamelin is a disciple of
pasteur and hopes by poisonously
inoculating a few of the rodents to
carry a deadly eep demic into their
ranks liverpool echo

POINTS ON ASTROLOGY

astronomy isie one of the oldest of
sciences it is certain that the an-
cient Egyptegyptianslaus Chaldeans and As
syrianssyri atis were readers of the shysk y and
the chinese have records of eclipses
dating back thousands of years be-
fore our era

astrology has been called astrinomys sister and it is also older than
history but there is a marked dif-
ference astronomy is true and as-
trology is false although the deduc-
tions of the latter are drawn from the
same source as the former

astrology was founded on the
vanity of mankind astronomy
teaches us that this earth is but a
speck in the universe and that we

a very part
scheme of ci creationcation but the astrologiastral
erserg took the exactly oppositegroaground
according to their bibeliefedlef the earth
was thetbt center of the universe and
the universe only existed as an ad-
junct to man hence it followed
that the pin nets exerted an influence
over mankind

this crude belief was gradually
enlarged until it became an art and
the astrolkoastrologereraa very I1importantaportan t peper-
sonage

r
kings and rich peopleeople

kept their own astrologers ansotand otherrr
people consulted astrologers at so
much a visit as credulous per-
sons do fortune tellers at the present
day

no doubt there were a great many
frauda out astrologers fellows who
saw in the art an easy way to make
a living but we cannot doubt that
the majority of astrologers were
firm believers in the sogo called


