HOURS OF LABOR.

From n recent report presented to
the houss of lords on the laws aflect-
oy the hours of adul labor iu vuri-
ous gontiuentaul and other countries,
we gather s Iarge amount of infor-
mation on this deeply lntercating
question, nud we are conflrmed
in our opiuipn that he aver-
age British workmen are bet-
wr ofl’ all arvund thau those
In auy coviiieutal country. We
subjoiu a few notes dotted down in
the course of the purusal of this
paper, thinkiug they will be read
with interest by ail those who, like
ourselves, nre persoually interested
in problems relating to the hours
and conditlors of labor. Tn Austria-
Huugnry the law limits the Jura-
tion of work in mines to a shify

of twelve hours, ten ouly of
which must be spent In ac-
tupl labor. For factory hands

the limit is eleveu hours, exclusive
of hours lur rest aud meals. Sunday
rest in to be observed. These pro-
vigipns may be subject tu mod-
ifications iu certain specified cases
of emergency. lu Hungury there
is wo geoeral law aflecting the
hours ef labor, and iu some cases
cougequeutly tiley are excessive. A
day’s work of ten to twelve hours is
the wormal, but io some industrivs
and localities the working day ex-
teuds from twelve to fifteen and
even eighteen hours, SBuuday rest
is pot preseribed, and the factories
working on Bundays and holidays
are £5 per cent of the whole.

There is no law fu Belgium  reg-
ulating or dimiting the hours of ndult
labor, und great variations exists in
copsequence. In the mining Jis-
tricts the average day is twelve
houts, but womeu are often em-
ployed thirteeu or fourteen liours iu
loading trucks and similur beavy
work. Cabinet makers at Ghent
and Brussels oflen huve to work
seventeen hours a day. Railway
guar-.# are often on duty for tifteen
or even nineteen aud a hall hours at
u stretch. Brussels tramway driv-
ers work from fifteen to seven-
teen hours daily, Bremen from
ten to seventeeu, and often half day
Sundays. Brickmakers sixteeu
hours iu summer. lp sug.:r re
fiueries from twelxe to thirteen
hours. Kleven hours Is considered
the average day’s labor in the mu-
jority of trades,in Belgium. There
are a nuipber of lubor decrees o
Franee, but as they mostly atfect
‘particular trades, uo brief general
statement cam be given, But Lhe
report states that, as a rule, it may
bu gaid that Frenchmen in factories
are preseut at least fourteen hours
out of every tweuty-four iu the
vhops. And It must be buroe
in  miud that there I8 no
co:mpulsory  observauce of Bun-
day, and uno day of habitual rest.
Neither in Germany, Spain, Bwe-
den, Turkey, por in Deumark or
Russia are there any laws limiting
the hours of labor. 1n Russia it is
slaged that they vary from six (o
tweuty bours, but iu the majority of
cages, estimated at B0 per cent., the
hours of labor are twelve and uuder.
Manufactorles witb twelve hours
duily labor number 388 per cent,
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| those with eleven hours 20.8 periare given of the ruin nod disaster

cent, with eight hours 1.6 per cent,
with seven hours (4 per cent, nnd
with six hours 0.2 per cent. Night
work is pursued in 247 establisments.
But the majority open at 5a.in. vad
close not Jater thian 9 p.m.

Lo Saxony there are no laws af-
fecting adult labor, but the normal
wurking day cousists of eleven
hours, exclusive of meals. luSwit-
zerlaud the law limits the normal
workiug day to elevenbours, reduced
to teu on SBaturdays and holidays.
There ars numerous laws in the
Onited States affecting the hours of
labeor, subject to various exceptions.
We can only summarize a few of
these, In ew Yotk mechanics
work eight hours; in most cities of
the Btate nearly all mechaniis and

all conuected with the building
tracle  work mine  hours, ex-
cept on BSaturday, when eight
hours is the rule. On  the

street and elevated rajlroade and in
¢ities of over 500,000 inhubitauts ten
hours is the normul day. lu New
Jeisey hours range from fifty-three
to sixty hours per week, in Rhode
Isiand ten bours daily, in Maryland
an average of ten bours, nud the
same fn Virginia, North Carolina,
Tennerses, Arkansas, Louisianaand
Mississippi, where there are how-
ever, no legislative enactments. I[n
Califoruia eight hours is the day
limit by statute, which statute, how-
ever, is constantly evaded, so that
sume trades thut are unorganized
work lwelve or fourtevn bours daily.

These examples are sclected from
a large number given in the report
and they take no necouut of excep-
tional cases which are recognized by
the statutes. They alro apply only
to adult labor, but there are a large
number of statutes regulating
womel and child labor, which in
sulne countries i8 very severe. Qu
the whole, the organized trades of
this country may congrtulate
themselves on holdiug the best posi-
tion among the Kurvpean work-
men, and second to none in the
matter of bours of labor,second only
in remumneration to thatof the work-
ing men in. comparatively new
couutries like tbhe states and our
Australinn colonies.— Lonrdon Worid,

THE RAT PLAGUE.

Boleful necounts coantinue to be
published from many puarts of the
country of thedestruction and havoe
wrought by rute. The wily rodent
liag come thig time in battalions,
bui it is hoped he huas not come to
stay. Tu Enpgiand it is the eastern
counties which are chiefly suffer-

ing, and it is the enst coast of
Scotland  also which  has . bevn
most largely afflicted. But the

plague is spreading; spite of ull that
man cau do,alded by dogs,and s rmed
with steel traps, guns, snaring
nets and poison, the rat is marching
victorivusly onwards, aod finds
plenty of new worlds to conyuer.
Crewe, for instance, has been judi-
cinlly proclaimed as a ‘‘rat-hauuted
plaee.”” The Fen district of Lin-
colushire 1 rat-haunted aond rat.
desolated.  Most pitiful accopnts
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cent, those with teu heurs 18.1 per | brought upon some of the farmers

in that region. 'The omuivurous
rodent makes for the varicus crops
in succession. The pot to and man-
gold have now been sattacked, and
the younyg plants in the field, such
as wheat and beans, are seriously
suten uway. So fur no pied piper has
uppeared on the scene, but a French
chemist has written to the mayor of
Lincoin offering to come over and
exterminate the vermiu. 1f the
chemist will accept payment by re-
sults, the despalriug furmers of this
and other districts rhould lose no
tirae in opening uegotiations. W liat
the Frenchman’s method may be
of course o0 one Kkuuws, that
is his secret, and he jeulously
guards [t. To be successful, how-
ever, it wili have to be some-
thing out of the common. All the
old ‘“‘cures’” and traps have breen
tried in vain. The gamekeeper has
gone too furin destrmying the rat’s
natural enemies, and artificial foes
have hitherto failed to supply the
defleiency, Pasteur undertook to
rid Austrulia of rabbits by scatter-
ing disease broadcast among those
destructive creatures. Not unlike-
ly the Freuch chemist, who is
anxious to emulale the fame of the
piper of Hamelin, is a disciple of
Pasteur, and hopes by poisonously
inoeulating a few of the rodents, to
carry a dleadly epidemic into their
ranks.— Liverpoul Eeoho,

POINTS ON ASTROLOGY.

Astronomy is one of the oldest of
sciences. It is ceitain thal the ap-
cient Egyptiang, Chaldeans and As-
Byrians were readers of the sky, and
the Chinese bave records of eclipses
dating back thuusauds of years be-
fore our era.

Astrology has been ealled astrono-
my’s sister, and it ir also vlder than
history; but there isa marked dif-
ference. Astronomy is true aud as-
trology ie false, although the dedug-
tionsof the latter ure drawn from the
samme source as the former.

Astrology was founded on the
vanity of mankiud. Astronomy
teachies us that this earth is but n
speck in the unliverse, and that we
play a very ingignificant part in the
reheme of eleation; but the astrolog-
ers topk the exactly oppogite grou uﬁ,
According to their belief, the earth
was the center of the universe, and
the universe only existed as no  ad-
junct to man. Hence it followed
that the pl»pets exerted an influeuce
over mankind.

This crude besiefl was gradually
enlarged until it became an art, and
the astrologer a very important per-
sopage. Kinge aud rich ople
kept their own astrologers,and other
people consulted astrologers at so
much a visit, as credulous per-
sons do fortune tellers nt the present
day.

No doubt there were a great many
fraudu’eut astrologers—rfellows who
#aw in the art an easy way to make
a living, but we cannot doubt that
the majority of astrologers were
firm believers in the so-enlled sci-
ence,




