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ultimately take of the question these
delegates who have remembered us
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with such public spirit and modesty
should have every opportunity of ex-
pressing their views with reference to
the interests of utah

mr thornasthomas now gentlemen of the
convention I1 want to say this that if
I1 have done anything I1 am sorry for
I1 am willing to be forgiven

mr colorado governor
thomas before you leave the stand
will you permit me to ask you a
question 7 I1 think it is pertinent
to the question under discussion and
not for explanation

mr thomas with pleasure
mr stanger you mygay that utah has

derived the benefit of the granted
lands

mr thomasitthomas it has derived none
and never can get any

mr stanger why that is what I1
asked excuse my ignorance

mr thomas I1 thought I1 made it
clear in my opening address why
utah has never obtained sinyany benefit
from the donation of public lands which
isis uusually made to states and territ-
ories the reason is this the arable
lands in utah are found in the valleys
which run through the territory and
the settlers coming into the territory
in 1847 before the land office was
opened in march 1869 had taken all
the arable land up that could be culti-
vated without great expense conse-
quently the reserved school sections re-

maining are found on these mountain
tops they are worthless they are scat-
tered here and there and you can
realize nothing from them

mr stanger colorado avoided that
by having congress give them those
lands

mr thomas colorado is a great
state and utah is only a territory

mr newlands colorado has them
for school purposes but suppose con
gress makes a grant of all the landsianes in
this territory to utah simply for re-

clamationclamation purposes then there is an
entire dedication of the lands to that
purpose and there is no possibility of
securing a school fund

mr thomas that is the point

THE EASTERN QUESTION

IT ie18 nowDOW accepted as a wll acthen
bated fact that a british force hasbag
not as reported taken prossession of
sigri harbor on the island of mity
lene as a strategic point to enable
england to control the mouth of the
dardanellesDardaDard nellesanellee it tois evident however
that the alleged picnic of british
officers on the island was a feint
maneu vre for the purpose of causing
the publication of a reported seizure to
go abroad the object in view was
evidently twofoldtwo fold to ascertain what
effect such an act would have ullon the
powers in case it should be necessnecessary
to resort to it it was also perhaps in-
tended as a deterrent to russia who
appears to have started upon an active
resumption of her traditional policy of
aggrandizement

to our view the eastern question is
much more likely to cause a gigantic
war in europe than is the enmity ex-
isting between germany and france
the latter country is reluctant to fight
because ifshe were successsuccessfulfu I1 in a

gle there would doubtless be a revola
tonion the man who led the preachfrench
armies to victory would become the idol
of the people and they would force
him whether he might will or no to
he their dictator virtually changing
the republic to a monarchy another
danger would be that in case of defeat
the populace of france would demolish
their form of government anyway as
it would be pronounced a failure in
addition in the event of war arising
out of the franco german question
the socialists of france would foment
revolution while her armies were in the
field it is clear that what there is
of wisdom in france will cause that
country to avoid war as long Asaa possi-
ble germany is also info an uncom-
fortablelorfor table position on the same subject
should hostilities break out between
herself and france rtit would appear
from the understanding existing be-
tween the last named country and
russia that she would be placed be
tween the upper and nether mill-
stones while france could throw her
forcesforce intosinto germany from the south
russia could do the same thing from
the north

the eastern question hitshas been the
source of a number of bloody warsware
already the latest of thee were the
crimea of 1854 in which france was
an ally of englandedgland and the russo
turkish war of 1877 78 over the
latter there was much european
diplomacy which culminated in the
berlin congress of the powers and the
notable treaty which was virtually the
work of the late lord beaconsfieldBeacons field
who carried nearly every one of the
points on which hebe insisted

the policy of russia toward aggran-
dizementdizement is operated under her claim
to be the proprotectorbector of the christian
populations of the furbish reaareaa
the same power also insists
that shee tois the heir in
achlchiefcef of the sick man as turkey
is usually designated since 1854 the
area affected by the eastern question has
extended and may now be said to in
elude asia minor persia turkestanTurk estan
afghanistan egypt and india the
movements of russia affect the in-
terests of great britain more than
those of any other country this is
the reason why she tois at present cam

ively isolated on the subject she
has called upon the powers who signed
the treaty relating to the non passage
of ships of war through the dardan
elles to aid her in putting a stostopp
to the encroachmentsencroach ments of russia the
reply is not encouraging the govern-
ments to whom the application for aid
is made favor the maintenance of a
policy of interferencenoninterferencenon

it is not clear that war will be the
immediate result of the situation
that ttit will sooner or later grow out of
the eastern question there tois little room
for intelligent doubt it would look
like madness on the part of any of the
powers to plunge europa into a bloody
struggle jujustfit now even if there were
no other preventive cause than the
condition of the crops in the old
world the harvests are practically a
failure over the continent the open-
ing of sanguinary international strife
when the masses are in distress for
want of bread would be worse than in-
sanity war is always one of the worst
conceivable calamities when it tois
associated with famine and conse


