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The personality of God—Vagueness of the
common ideas of Deity—Who and what
God is—The spirits of men the off#fpring
of God—Spirit not immaterial—The trinity

creed of Christendom—Man may become
Like God in His glory.

Tue remarks which have been made
to us this afternoon by Bishop Preston
are of a practical nature and calculat-
ed to lead our minds to reflection upon
our duties as Latter-day Saints.

The religfon of God is a practical
religion, and God is a real and prac- |
tical being. It has been stated by one |
of our lea.din;i men that God is “‘a
business God,”” and many remarks
have been made concerning that ex-
pression by persons opposed to us,
with the desire of turning it to ridicule.
It has not been stated by any of our
brethren that God is only a business
God, but the remark was made with
reference to some of His attributes
and of His works. The people of the
Eresent day who profess to believe in

od, generally speaking, have very lit-
tle idea 1n regard to what He is, They
consider that He is incomprehensible.
Their ideas concerning Him are very
vague, and the attempts which have
been made to explain GGod to the chil-
dren of men, by persons who claim to
be teachers of religion and to have au-
thority to speak the name of the
Lord, are of such a character that no
one can understand them.. The reason
of this is because those persons
who have attempted to make an
explanation have not understood the
. subject themselves, and when a person
does not understand a thing it is very
difficult for him to try and make some
body else understand it. Now, 1 do
not preten to sa.f that there is any-
body living who fully and entirely com-
prehends God; but there are many

eople living who have some definite

deas concerning Him, concerning His
attributes, concerning His ways, con-
cerning His will; and what they un-
derstand they are at liberty to declare
and to try and make other people un-
derstand,particularly if they are called
upon by the Lorda and authorized by

im so to do. People very frequently
refer to that passage of Scripture
which says: ‘‘God is a spirit,”” and as
their notions concerning what spirit is,
are not very clear,that passage of Scrip-
ture does not make very plain to their
understanding what God is. People,
generally speaking, have an idea that
spirit is something intangible, some-
thing that cannot be comprehended,
nor seen, nor handled; that it is far
different in every respect from any-
thing that is material; in fact, the
Phﬂuanphers and theologians call spirit
‘immaterial substance.’”” Now, this
is for want ef knowing better. Men
in these times, like men in former
days, have tried to find out God and
the things of God by human wisdom
and learning, and tﬂey have failed:
for ‘“‘man by searching,’’ the Scripture
says, ‘“‘cannot find out God.”” Buc
God can manifest Himself to man,
and if God chooses to make Himself
manifest to His children they can mea-
surably comprehend Him. But in their
mortal state, in this state of probation
in which we 'live, mankind cannot;fully
rasp Deity to comprehend Him as He
s in His majesty, and might, and pow-
er and glory; but, as I gaid, theycan
measurably comprehend God when He
manifests Himself to them, and they
can understand Him to the extent that
He manifests Himself to them.

According to the book called the Bi-
ble, God the Eternal Father has mani-
fested Himself at different times to
individuals living upon the face of this
earth, and according te the testimony
of the Latter-day Saints, God has
manifested Himself in this age of the
world in a similar way o men whom
He called and appointed to act in His
name; and from what we read of God’s
revelations in former days as well as
in latter days, we learn that Heis a
person, an individual; that He isnot a
myth, not an imaginary being, but a
reality, and that He is in the form
and likeness of man, or in other words,
that man is made in the image of God.
In the opening book of the Bible, in
very first chapter of that book, we
read: ‘““And God said, Letus make
man in our image, after our likenes.
* * " So God created
man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female
created he them.” God is a spirit;
but it does not follow that because
God is a spirit, He has no form, no
shape, no extent, no limit; or that He
can be, as an Individual, in every place
at the same time, as many people ima-

e. We are told that God dwells in
eaven, and when Jesus Christ was
upon the earth He always taught His
disciples that their Father was in hea-
ven. Hesaid thatas He came from
the Father so He was going back to
the Father. This individual, then, has
a location, a place of residence. He
occupies a certain &msltlnn, He dwells
in the heavens, and He made man in
His image, in His likeness., J esus, we
are told, was in the “ex&resa image’’of
His Father’s person. hen He was
upon the earth He came tc represent

s Father, and we are told concern-
jng Him, “Who, being in the form of
God,thought it not robbery to be equal
with God.” And the Apostie Paul
who makes this declaration, aavised

'Persuna ity, and- the spirit is in the
i

them that was in Christ Jesus: |

Let this mind be in you which was also in
Chrigt Jesnus: '

Who, being in the formof God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God:

But made Himselt of no reputation, and
took upon Him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of inen:

And being found in fashion as a man, He
humbled Himself, and bec.me obedient nn-
to death, even the death of the eross,

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is above
every name: '

That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things wunder the
earth ;

And that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.—Phillip Ji, v. 2.

8, who was in the form of |

Now Jes
v one of ithe sons of God. |

u
God, was onl

He called His disciples His brethren, | ag

and He impressed upon them the great |
fact that His Father was their Father, |
that His God was their God, that He
was one of themn. When He returned,

or was about to return to the Father |
with His resurrected body, He told
Mary to tell His disciples that He was
going to ascend to His Father and
E‘rhﬂcilr Father, to His God aud their

od.

In the Old Testament, which gives
accounts of God’s occasional manifes-
tions of His presence to men upon
the earth, we find that they all saw
Him as a person, with the form of a
man., Moses talked with Him face to
face, Nadab and Abihu and seventy
Elders of Israel,with Moses and Aaron
went up in the mount.

¥ And they saw the God of Israel, and there
was under His feet as it were a paved work
of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body
of heaven in His clearness; alsd upon the
children of Israel He laid not His hand,also
they_saw God and did eat and drink.—(Ex
odus xxiv 10, 11.)

I might refer to a number of pas-
sages of Scripture in the Oid Testa-
ment, showing that whenever God ap-
peared to man, manifesting Himself to
man, He appeared in the form of a
man. We are told repeatedly in the
Scriptures that the children of men
are the sons of God. Ile is the Father
and God of the spirits of all flesh. The
spirit of man, which inbabits his body
and which is the life of the body in ad-
dition to the blood-—blood being the
life of the flesh, but the spirit animat-
ing all—comes from God and is the off-
spring of God. Because of this we
;:gpcl;arstaﬂd what is said in I John

1, 2:

_ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and

it doth not Eet appear what we shall be: but

we know that, when He shall appear, we

;léu_ll de like him; for we shall see him as
l-ﬁ-”

_ God, then, the God of the Bible, who
is cgﬂed Jehovah, the person who
manifested Himself to Israel as Jeho-
vah, is an individual, a personality,and
He made man in His image and His
likeness. Now, if we are the children
of God, and if jesus Christ is the Son
of God, we can u[i:un that reasonin
understand something about what Go
is like, for there is an eternal principle
in heaven and on earth, that every sced
begets of its kind, every seed brings
forth in its own likeness and character,
The seed of an apple, when it is repro-
duced, brings forth an apple, and so
with a pear, and so with a plum, and
80 with all the varieties of the vege-
table kingdom. It is the same with all
the varieties of the animal kingdom.
The doctrine of evolution, as it is
called, is true in some respects—that
is, that sgeciea can be improved, ex-
alted, made better, but it remains of
the same species. The advancement
is in the same line. It is unfoldment.
We do not find any radical change from
one species to another. It is an eter-
nal principle that every seed produces
its own kind, not another kind. And
as we are the children of God we can
follow out the idea and perceive what
God our Father is, the Being who is the
progenitor of our spirtual existence,
the being from whom we have sprung.
We being the seed of God, that Being
is a personality, an individual, a being
in some respects like us, or rather we
are made in His image.

‘*Man also is spirit,”” we are told in
the revelations of God to the Latter-
day Saints. Man, the real man, is a
spirit, an individual that dwells in a
body, a spiritual person clothed upon
with earth; a being who will live when
the earth goes back to mother dust.
Man’s spirit, then, is an individual, &

]

likeness and shape of the body which
it inhabits. When the spirit goes out
of the body there is a person, a per-
fectly formed individual, looking like
the body which we now see with our
natural eyves. Spirits living in the
flesh, unless operated upon abnormally
by some sglritual influence, cannot see
spiritual beings. A spirit can see
spirit. Spirit ministers to spirit; and
when the spirit goes out of the hﬂdy
that spirit can see other spirits, beings
of the same character and nature, and
we shall find when we have emerged
from this body that we will bein the
company of a great many persons like
ourselves; and if we should have the
experience that the Prophet Joseph
had when the mob took him and tore
his flesh with their nails and tried to
poison him with a vial of some cor-
rosive substance, if our spirits should
be separated from our bodies as hs
was, we, like him, could look at oar
bodies and see that they are in form |
like our living spiritual realities.

**The body without the spirit is
dead.”” The spirit without the body
is not dead; that is a real personality,a
living individual, and the body of flesh
is but a house to dwell in or a cover-
ing forit to wear; not essential to its

at the same time?"

a spirit, an infinence, that proceeds
from God that fills the immensity

essential to its experience on the
earth and ultimately in its glorified
condition, essential to its eternal ha
piness, and progress and power in t
presence of the Father.

he

While our Father, then, is a person,

an individual, it may be asked: “*How

can He be here, there and everywhere
Well, He is not,
in His personality; but He can be om-

nipresent in a certain sense. There is

- of
space, the Holy Spirit, the Light of
ruth. As the sun itself, a planet or

heavenly body, is not present in any

other place except that whick itactu-
ally occupies, so the individual Father
occupies a certain locality; and as the
licht that proceeds from the sun
spreads abroad upon all the face of
the earth and lights up other planets
well as this earth, penetrating to the

circumference of an extended circle in

the widst of God’s great universe, so
the light of God, the Spirit of God,

roceeding forth from the presence of
rod, *‘fills the immensity of space.”
It is the light and the life of all things.
It is the light and the life of man. It
is the life of the animal creation. It is
the life of the vegetable creation. It
is in the earth on which we stand; it is
1n the stars that shine in the firmament;
it is in the moon that reflects the light
of the sun; it is in the sun and is the
light of the sun, and th:+ power by
which it was mac’le; and these grosser

articles of light that illumiprate the
weavens and enable us to behold the
works of nature, are from that same
Spirit which enlichtens our minds and
unfolds the things of God. As
that light comes forth from the sun so
the light of God comes to us. That
natural light is the grosser substance
or particles of the same Spirit.

Spirit is a substance, it is not imma-
terial; it may have some properties
that are different from that which we
see and handle, which we call matter,
but it is a reality, a substantial reality.
And spirit can understand spirit and
grasp spirit. A spiritual person can
take the hand of another spiritual per-
son and it is substantial. A person in
a body could not' grasp a spirit, for
that spirit has different properties to
those of our bodies, and it is governed
by different laws to those that govern
us in this sphere of mt}_rt.alit{. spir-
itual substance, organized into form,
occupies room and space just as much
in its sphere as these natural particles
occupy space in this sphere.

God our Father, then, is a4 person, an
individual, and he really isour Father,
actually and literally. We sprabg from
Him. He 18 the Father of our spirits,

| and not only the Father of the spirits

of the Latter-day Saints but the Father
of the spirits of latter-day sinners. He
is the God and the Father of the spirits
of all flesh., Not only those that now
dwell on the earth, but all peopie who
dwelt aforetime; all people who ever
lived upon the face of this planet, are
the children of Goa. And so with peo-
ple who dwell upon other planets, they
are the offspring of God. And our
Father and our God is an individual, a
personality; He is a spirit, and they
that worship Him must worship Him
in spirit and in tralth; but He dwells in
a tabernacle, 1n &4 body, though that
body is different from our bodies, it

being a spiritual body. Itis quicken- .

ed by spirit. Our bodies are quickened
by that corruptible substance which
we call blood; but our Heavenly
Father's body is qt;lickeued by spirit. 1t
is not governed by the same laws as
those by which earthly bodies are gov-
erned. It is a body Bumethinf similar
to that which Jesus had after His
resurrection. Jesus Christ, when He
rose from the dead, had the same body
that He had upon the earth, but a
change had been wrought upon it. He
had shed His blood for the remission
of sins., This body was quickened
by spirit. **He was put to death jin
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit,”
80 we are told in the Scriptures, and
He was raised up from the dead by that

Spirit., I"aul says, in his Epistle to the

Romans, viii chap., 11 v.:

But if the Spirit of Him that raised up
Jesus {from the dead dwell in you, He that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also
gqnicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit
that dwelleth in yvou.

Jesus Christ’s body was pat in the
sepulchre a natural body: it was raised
a spiritual body. It was placed there
in weakness:; it was raised in strength.
It was a mortal body when placed in
the sepulchre: but when it came forth
quickened by spirit, it was no longer a
natoral or mortal body, it was a spir-
itusal and an immertal body; and with
that immortal body He ascended trom
the earth, It was no longer bound by
the laws of earthly cpavitation as it
was before. He stood upon the mount
of Olives, in the presence of
His disciples, and ascended up
to heaven from their midst and dis-
appeared from their view. He could
manifest Himsell to them and then
take Himself away from their gaze,
He could enter the room when the
doors were shut, as He did in the case

when His disciples gathered in secret
| for fear of the Jews, and manifest Him-

self to them. And yet at the same time
His body was tangible, and the unbe-

lieving Thomas could reach forth his
hands and thrust it into His side and
put his fingers into the prints of the

nails. But this body was a glorious

body, *‘the glorious body of the Son
of God,” and it was in the fashion and
likeness of the glorious, body of His
Eternal Father,
body, quickened by the celestial glory.
And if we wish to attain to the Heav-
enly kingdom we must walk in the”
ways-of life and sanctify ourselves be-
fore God, as Jesus did, so that the in-

It was a celestial

and receive of t

18 not cve

ally, but He
power of that s
which animates

of God.

spiritual disce

things

tained throug
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things nor com
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But, if* God
and dwells in a
arise, ‘‘Is He
Yes, H
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But if He is an
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which is the light of the sun,an
soul as well as the light of the eye

that which enables the inhabitants of
the earth to understand and
the things of God. As theli
sun reveals natural objects to our eyes,
so the spirit that comes from
with a fitting place to occupy and con-
ditiens to operate in, reveals the thin

e see natural things
light of the sun.

iscerneth  al
judgeth all things, and he that is not
spiritual cannot comprehend spiritual
. They are foolishness to him.
And while the Saints of God
ened by the spirit which they

fact that He never had a beginning
elementa
organism,

resurrection,when we come forth from
the grave, we shall be quickened also
by the operation of the celestial

0
he same, even thequlll?

ness thereof, and be made like unto
Jesus Christ, and thus become like un-
to God the Father.

As I have previously explained, God
here present person-

is omnipresent in the
pirit—the Holy Spirit—
all created thin
of the

erceive
t of the

od,

by the
We see spiritual
ual light, and he that is
things and

]

quick=-
Il!l."u’ﬂ ob-
obedience to the Gos-

pel, can comprehend these things of
which I am speaking, and discern their
and signification, those that
ed and corrupt and obey not
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prebhend them as they
e foolishness to them.,
is an individual spirit
body, the qugstion will
the Eternal Father?”

e is the Eternal Father., *‘Is it a
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eavenly Father
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pever had & beginning and never will
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t is the light of truth;

it is the spirit of intelligence. We are
told in the revelations of God to us
that ‘““‘Intelligence or the light of trath
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sed
rades of being,
things, who has

d by this spirit in its

less, endless spirit ot intelligence.

Such a Being is our Father and our
God, and we are following in His foot-

steps. He has

attained to perfection.

He has arisen to kingdoms of power.

He comprehends all things, because in

Him dwelleth t

he fullness of the God-

head, bodily. He is a perfect manifes-
tation, expression and revelation of

this eternal essence, this spirit of
eternal, everlasting intelligence or

light of truth.
spiritual
ganisim. I8
comprehended

unickens all thi

It is embodied in His

_Bﬁrﬂunality or spiritual or-

spirit cannot be tu].{y
in our tinite state. It
ngs. As we are told in

the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
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The light which is in all things

» Which

giveth life to all things, which is the law by

which all things are
power of God who sittet _
who is in the bosom of eternity, who is in

verned, even the
upon His throne,

the midst of all all things.—Sec. LXXXVIII,

T 13.

That spirit exists wherever there is |
a particle of material substanc
spirit is round about it, and in

e; that
ft, and

through-it; but that we may cempre-

hend it it must

be manifested through

| organisms. The perfection of its mani-

festation is in the personality of a be-

ing called God.

has passed through all the

That is a person who
radations

of being, and who contains within Himr-
self the fulness, manifested and ex-
pressed, of this divine spirit which is

called God.
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fought his way from the depths up to
position He now occupies.
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But I

exalted one. Ellr‘lma per-

son whom 1L worship I acknowiedze as
my Father. Through Him I may learn
to understand the secrets and mysteries
of eternity, those things
a beginning and will never have an end.

that never had

after
e has

d above all things

He
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s and progressive. He
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'by His own righteousness.
Jesus Christ, the only begotten son of
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C

but His firstborn in
imbed His way up in a
He loved righteous-

: that |

knew no sin and guile was not found
in his mouth. He loved not His own
life, as a paramount consideration
but sacrificed it to. atone for the
sins of others. Whatever He learned
was right, He practised. and He broke
no commandment of the Father, but
obeyedeveryone. He came not to do
His own will,but the will of the Father
that sent Him, and because He did this
and was faithful unto death, He was
exalted on high. He overcame evii.
He conquered mortaiity. He triumphed
over death. He conquered that being
who is the expression of evil principles,
who is the embodiment of the prinei-
ples of darkness, who is the embodi-
ment of all the principles that are in
opposition to those that exist and burn
in the bosom of Deity. He met him
\and conquered him and overcame him.
He, being in the truth and living by
the truth; therefore he is now to us

‘‘the way, the truth, and the life.?
Overcoming all things He was entitled
to inherit all things, and all that the
Father hath was given unto Him. And
we read:

The Bon can do nothing of himself, but
what he seeth the Father do; for what
thing soever he doeth, these also doeth the
Son likewise.” (John v. 20,)

As the Father had taken His upward
course in worlds before this, so Jesus
Christ followed in His footsteps in
every respect; therefore He is entitled
to sit down at the right hand of God
in the heavens, to sit on His throne
and be one with the Father in all
things; and all the power and
and dominion that the Father h
conferred also upon Jesus. And the
promise to the sons of God on the
earth is, that if they will follow in the
footsteps of Jesus they shall be also
exalted and shall partake of that glo
which He partakes of, and they shalﬁ
become Gods, eventhe sons of God
and “‘all things” shall be theirs. And
we are told in the revelations of God
to us in the latter days, that if we are
faithful in all things ‘*all that Father
hath’ shall be given unto us. We
shall become like Him, and we shall
receive power and dominion and glory
similar to that which He enjoys, only
He will always be above us, God as
our Father and Jesus Christ our elder
brother.

Now,we can understand a little about
a being like this;but a being of the char-
acter that divines attempt to describe
is one we cannot understand at all.
They say that there are three of them
and yet there is only one; that God has
no body, neither parts nor passions.
Yet this thing that has no substance
and no parts, we are told, has three
parts, one part of which had a body,
and that body waus composed of parts.
And we are told also that it has no

ions. Yet this one part of that
hing which has no body and no parts
and no sions had a body and parts
and passions, Jesus experienced
the same things that a man experiences,
lived like a man, and died like a man,
to some extent. Now, who can under-
stand these contradictions which are to
be found in the creeds of modernChris -
tendom? The Athanasian Creed was
read 1n the Church of England, as it is
called, when [ was a boy, and [ believe
it is now. I think the erican Epis-
copal Church has discarded it, which
was very sensible. It says: -

Whosoever will be saved,before all things
he must hold the Catholic faith, which faith
except he do keep whole and undefiled he
shall, without doubt, perish everlastingly,
And the Catholic faith is this: “That we
worship one God in Tfnity and trinity in
nmt‘{i.-lmthar confounding the persons nor
dividing the substance. For there is one
person of the Father, another of the Son
and another of the H'nly rhost, but their

lory is equal and their majesty co-eternal.

chast ﬁFﬂther is, such is the Son and
ol

glo
ath He

such the Ghost.  The Fatheris God,
the Son is God and the Holy Ghost is God;
and yet there are mot three Gods, but one
God. The Father is Lora, the Son is Lord
and the Holy Ghost is Lord, and yet there
are not three Lordg, but one Lord. For
while we are compelled by Chmnstian verity
to acknowledge each person by himself to
be both God and Lord, so we are forbidden
E{rtha Catholic faith to say that there be
ee Gods or three Lords.

It goes on to show how that these
three are all exictly alike, and then to
declare that they are all essentially
different, It explains that the Son is
begotten while the Father is not, and
then that the Holy Ghost is proceeding
uot begotten, while the Son is not pro-
ceeding neither is the Father, yet at
the same time they are all the same,
and to cap the climax of the pile of ab-
sardities it!announces that:

The Father is inmmgrehansihla. the Son is
incompoehensible, and the Holy Ghost in-
umprahenmhlai and yet they are not three

ﬁﬁ-gmprahenﬁlh es, but one incemprehen-

Well, that is an attempt of man to
explain God. As I said in the begin-
ning of my remarks, we do not pretend
taat we can comprehend God in His
fulness in our finite and mortal condi-
tion here on the earth, because He is
an infinite being. But we are promis-
ed that ‘‘the day shall .come when we
shall comprehend God, being quick-

ened in Him and by Him.” Jesus
said:

" This is life eternal, to know thee. t
living and true God, and Jesus Chﬁa]:ﬁrggg
thou hast sent.

How can we learn to know God? We
can learn of our Father by hearkenin
to His voice, by listening to the whis-
perings of the Hul¥ Spirit, that spirit
that comes from Him. “'fhey that arc
led by the Spirit of tiod are” the sons
of God.” € can understand much
concerning Him by the power of th
Holy Ghost. The gift of the Ho




