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the personality of god vavaguenessceness of the
common ideas of deltydeity who and what
god is the spirits of men the offspring
of god spirit not immaterial the trinity
creed of christendom man may become
like god in his glory

timTHE remarks which have been made
to us this afternoon by bishop preston
are of a practical nature and calculat-
ed to lead our minds to reflection upon
our duties as latter day saints

the religionmondon of god is a practical
religionh ion and god is a real and prac-
ticalibelingI being itsit has been stated by oneono
of our leadingleading men that god is a
business god I1 and many remarks
have been mademabe concerning that ex-
pression by persons opposed to us
with the desire of curninturning it to ridicule
it has not been stated tyby any of our
brethren that god Is only a business
god but the remark was made with
reference to some of illshis attributes
and of his works the people of the
present day who profess to believe in
god generally speaking have very lit-
tle idea in regard to what he is they
consider that ilehe is incomprehensible
their ideas concerning him are very
vague and the attempts which have
been made to explain god to the chil-
dren of men by persons who claim to
be teachers of religion and to hhaveave au-
thority to speak inin the name of the
lord are of such a character that no
one can understand them the reason
of this is because those persons
who have attempted to make an
explanation have not understood the
subject themselves and when a person
does not understand a thing it is very
difficult for him to try and make some
body else understand it now I1 do
not pretend to say that theresthere is any-
bodyb I1livingiving who fully and entirely com-
prehendsprelirellends god but there are many
Ppeopleeople living who have some definite
ideasdeas concerning11 him concerning his
attributes concerning hislits ways con-
cerning his will and what they un-
derstandderstand they are at liberty to declare
and to try and make other people un

if they are called
upon by tilethe lord and authorized by
him so to do people very frequently
refer to that passage of scripture
which says god is a spirit and as
their notions concerning what spirit is
are not very clear thatpassage ofof scrip-
ture does notabot make very plain to their
understanding what godgoalsis people
generally speaking have an idea that
spirit is something intangible some-
thing that cannot be comprehended
nor seen nor handled that it is far
different in every respect from anany-
thing that is material in fact tthee
philosophers and theolotheologianslansians call sspirit

immaterial substance now this
is for want of knowing better menblen
in these times like men in former
days have tried to find out god and
the things of god by human wisdom
and learning and they have failed
for man by searching the scripture
says cannot find out god bupbut
god can manifest himself to man
and if god chooses to make himself
manifest to his children they can mea-
surably comprehend him but in their
mortal state in this state of probation
in which we live mankind cannot fully
graspa p deity to comprehend him as henrIs in hisill majestymalesty and might and pow-
er and glory but as I1 said they can
measurably comprehend he
manifests himself to them and they
can understand him to the extent that
he manifests himself to them

according to the book called the bi-
ble god the eternal father has mani-
fested himself at different tatimesmes to
individuals living upon the face of this
earth and accoaccordingiding to the testimony
of the latter day saints god has
manifested himself in this age of the
world in a similar way 0o men whom
ilehe called and appointed to act in illshis
name and from what we read of gods
revelations in former days as well as
in latter days we learn that ilehe is a
person an individual that he is not a
myth not an imaginary being but a
dealtreality and that tletiehe is in trethe form
andauditleness of man or in other words
that man is made in the image of god
in the opening book of the bible in
teryvery first chapter of that book we
read and god said letletuslotusus make
man iiiin our image after our likenes

so god created
man in his own image in the image of
god created he him male and female
created he them god is a spirit
but it does not follow that because
god is a spirit he has no form no
shape no extent no limit or that he
can be as an individual in every placeeverlevertat the same time as manmany deoppeoplee ima-
gine we are told tithat voivolgod dwells in
heaven and when jesus christ was
upon tletiethe earth he always taught his
dutondisciplessciples that their father was in hea-
ven he said that as he came from
the father so he was going back to
the father this individual then has
a location a place of resresidencerenceMence he
occupies a certain position liehe dwells
in the heavens and he made man in
his image in hisris likeness jesus we
are told was in the express image of
his fathers person when liehe was
upon the earth liehe came to represent
his fathereather andeeand we are told concern-
ing him who being in the form of
God thought it not robbery to be equal
with god and the apostle paul

makes thisthia declaration advised

his brethren to have tilethe same mind in
them that was in christ jesus

let this mind be in you which was also 1in
christ jesus

who being in the form of god thouthough titnot robbery to be equal with god
but made himself of no reputation and

took upon him the form of a servant and
was made in the likeness of menanen

and being found in fashion as a man lieile
humbled himself and become obedient un-
to death even the death of the cross

wherefore god also hath highly exalted
him and given him a name which is above
every name

that at the name of jesus every knee
should bow of things in heaven and
things in earth and things under thetile
earth

and that every tongue should confess
that jesus christ is lord to the glory of god
the father PhillipPhillipili11 v 2

now jesus who was in the form of
god was only one of the sons of god
he called his disciples illshis brethren
and he impressed upon them the great
fact that his eatherfather was their father
that his god was their god that liehe
was one of them when liehe returned
or was about to to the father
with illshis resurrected body ildhe told
mary to tell his disciples that helie was
going to ascend to illshis father and
their father to illshis god aud their
god

in the old testament which gchesgives
accounts of gods occasional manifee
eions of illshis presence to men upon
the earth we find that they all saw
him as a person with the form of a
man moses talked with him face to
face nadae and abihu and seventy
elders of moses and aaron
went up in the mount
T and theytheyansaw the god of israel and there
was under his feet as it were a paved work
of a sapphire stone and as it were the body
of heaven in illshis clearness also upon the
children of israel lieile laid not hisllis hand also
they saw god and did eatcat and drink ex
odus 101011lollliii

I1 might refer to a number of pas-
sages of scripture in the old testa-
ment showing that whenever god ap-
peared to madman manifesting himself to
man he appeared in the form of a
man we are told repeatedly in the
scriptures that the children of men
are the sons of god ilehe is the father
and god of the spirits of allali flesh thespirit of man which inhabits his body
and which iis the life of the body in ad-
dition to the blood blood beingliking the
life of the flesh but the spirit animat-
ingngaiallali omescomes from god and is the off-
springs rin of god because of this we
ununderstande stand what is said in I1 john
iliiiiiiii 2

beloved now are we the sons of0 god and
it doth not yetet apappearar what we shall be but
we know that wrwhen lie shall appear weM e
shallieshallshail likeilke him forforewe debill see him as
he is

god then the god of the bible who
is13 called jehovah tilethe person who
manifested himself to israel as jeho-
vah is an individual a personalityand
he made man in illshis imageemage and illshis
likeness now if we are thetiie children
of god adand if jesus christ Is thehebonbesonson
of god we can upon that reasoning
understand something about what godgoa
is like for there is an eternal principle
in heaven and on earth that every seed
begets of its kind every seed brings
forth in its own likeness and character
the seed of an apple when it is repro-
duced bringsbrines forth an apple unanna so
with a pear and so with a plum and
so with all the varieties of the vege-
table kingdom it is the same with all
the varietiesvanelaneties of the animal kingdom
the doctrine of evolution as it is
called is true in some respects that
is that species can be improved ex-
alted made better but it remains of
the same species the advancement
is in the same line it iswe do not find any radical change from
onoone species to another it is an eter-
nal principle that everye ery seed produces
its own kind not another kind and
as we are the children of god we can
follow out the idea and perceive whatgod oureatherfather is the being who is the
progenitorpro editor of our spiritualspirtuai existence
the being from whom we have sprungsprang
we being the seed of god that being
is a personality an individual a being
in some respects like Us or rather wwee
are made in his image

dlandianalan also is spiritspirits s we are told inthe revelations of god to the latter
day saints man the real man is a
spirit an individual that dwellsdwelisd ellselis in a
bodyeartya sspiritualritual person clothed upon
with earth a being who will livein e when
the earth goes back to mother dustmans sspirit then is an individual
ferdonapersonalityitY and tthee spirit is in the
likenesseikenes andna shape of the body which
it inhabits when the spirit goes out
of the body there is a person a per-
fectly formed individualindia bidual looking like
the body which we now see with our
natural eyeseves spirits living in the
flesh unless operatedoperatea upon abnormally
by some spiritual influence cannot see
spiritual beings A spirit can see
spirit spirit ministers to spirit and
when the spirit goes outont of the body
that spirit can see other spirits beings
of the same character anciand nature and
we shall find when we have emerged
from this body that we will be in the
company of a great many persons like
ourselves and if we should have thethu
experience that the prophet joseph
had when meth mob took him and toretora
his flesh with their nailsnalls and tried to
poison him with a vial of some cor-
rosive substance if our spirits should
be separated from our bodies as his
waswa i we like him could look at our
bodibodieses and see that they are informin form
like our living spiritual realities

the body without the spirit is
dead the spirit without the body
lais not dead that is a real personalitya
livinelvins individual and the body of flesh
is otbut a house to dwell inn or a cover-
ing forforitit to wear not essential to its

existence but essential to its progress
essential to its experience on the
earth and ultimately in its glorified
condition essential io10 its eternal hap-
piness and progress and power in the
presence of the father

while our father then Is a person
an individual it may be asked nowhowillow
can ilehe be here there and everywhere
at the samesamo time well ilehe is not
in his personality but ilehe can be om-
nipresent

in
ni in a certain densesense there is
a spirit an influence that proceeds
from god that fillsflits the immensity of
space the holy spirit the light of
truth As the sun itself a planet or
heavenly body is not present in any
other place except that which it actu-
ally occupies so the individual father
occupies a certain locality and as the
light that proceeds from the sun
spreads abroad upon all the face of
tilethe earth and lights up other planets
as well as this earth penetrating to the
circumference of an extended circlecircieC I1inn
the midst of gods great universe so
the light of god the spirit of god
proceeding forta from the presence of
god 9 fills the immensity of spacehodybodyitt 1is the I1 ight and the life of all things
it is the light and the life of man it
is the life of the animal creation it is
the life of the vegetable creation it
is in the earth on which wevve stand it is
inathethe stars that shine in the firmament
it is in the moon that reflects ththee light
of the sun it is in the sun and is the
light of the sun and th power bygeichteichwhich it was mademafe and these grosser
particlesparticles of light that illuminate the
heavenseavens and enable us to behold the
works of nature are from that same

which enlightens our minasminds and
unfolds the things of god As
that light comes forth from the sun so
the light 0of god comes to us that
natural light is the grosser substance
or particles of the same spirit

spirit is a substance it is not imma-
terial it may have some properties
that are different from that which we
see and handle which we callcail matter
but it is a reality a substantial reality
and spirit can understand spirit andaudandaud
grasp spirit A spiritual person can
take the hand of another spiritual per-
son and it is substantial A person in
a bodbody couldaull nnotat raspgrasp a spirit for
that 1spiritI 1l t nhasas clicildifferentrondrend properties to
those 0off 0ouru r bodibodieses and it is governed
by different laws to those that govern
us in this sphere of mortality AX spir-
itual substance organized into form
occupies room and space just as much
in its sphere as these natural particles
occupy space in this sphere

god our father then is a person an
individual and he really is our father
actually and literally we sprang from
him ilehe is the father of our spirits
and not only the father of the spirits
of the latter day saints but the father
afpfof the spirits of latter day sinners ilehe
isis the god and the father of the spirits
of all flesh not only those that now
dwell on thothe earth but all people who
dwelt aforetime all people whowhoeverevereyer
lived upon the face otof this planet are
the children of goagod and so with peo-
ple who dwell upon other planets they
are the offspring of god and our
father and our god is an individual a
personality liehe is a spirit and they
that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth but ilehe dwells in
a tabernacle in a body though that
body is different from our bodies it
being a spiritual body it is quicken-
ededbyby spirit our bodies are quickened
by that corruptible substance which
we call blood but our heavenly
fathers body Is quickened by spiritit 1itt
is not governed by the same lawsws aass
those by which eartearthlylilyialy bodies are gov-
erned it is a body something similar
to that which jesus had after illshis
resurrection jesus christ when he
rose from the dead had the same body
that ilehe had upon the earth but a
change had been wrought upon it he
had shed illshis blood for the remission
of sins this body was quickened
bybv spirit lleileliehe was put to death tinlinin
thethie flesh but quickened by the spiritsspirit
so we are told in the scriptures and
he was raised up from the dead by that
spirit paul says in his epistle ioto the
romanskomansItOnlans villvili chap 11 v

but itif the spirit of him that raised up
jesus from the dead dwell in youyon ilehe that
raised up christ from the dead shall also

mortal bodies by illshis spirit
thatat dwell eth in you

jesus christs body was put in the
sepulchre a natural body it was raised
a spiritual body it was placed there
in weakness it was raised in strength
it was a mortal body when placed in
the sepulchre but when it pamecame forth
quickened by spirit it was diofiono longer a
natural or mortal body it was a spir-
itual and an immortal body and with
that immortal body he asiascendedended iromfrom
the earth it NYwasas no longer bound by
the laws of earthly gravitation as it
was before ilehe stood upon the mount
ut olives in the presence of
his disciples and ascended up
to heaven fromfroin their midst and dis-
appeared from their view liehe could
manifest himself to them and then
take himself away from their kazecraze
ilehe could enter tiietifethe room when the
doors were shut as lieile did in the case
when illshis disciples gathered in secret
for fearon the jews and manifest him-
self to themem and yet at the samesome time
illsliis body was tangible and the unbe-
lieving thomas could reach forth his
handlandhands and thrust it into illsliis side and
put his lingersfingers into the prints of the
nails but this bodbody was a gloriouslorious
body the glorgiorgloriouslous body of the son
of god anuant it was in the fashion and
likeness of the glorious body of his
eternal eatherfather it was a celestial
body quickened by the celestial gloryclort
and iff we wish to attain to the heav-
enly kingdom we must walk in ththithe 1

ways of life and sanctify ourselves be-
fore

I1

as jesus did so that the in

floence and power of the celestial
kingdom can be with us then in the
resurrection when we come forth from
the grave we shall be quickened also
by the operation of the celestial glory
and receive of the same even the full-
ness thereof and be made like unto
jesus christ and thus become like un-
to god the eatherrather

As I1 have previously explained god
is not everywhere present person-
ally but he is omnipresent in the
power of that spirit the holy spirit
which animates all created things that
which Is the light of the dunand of the
soul as well as the light of the eye
that which enables the inhabitants oiof
the earth to understand and perceive
the things of god As the light of the
sun reveals natural objects to our eeyeses
so the spirit that comes from bodgodgod
with a fitting place to occupy and con-
ditions to operate in reveals the things
of god we see natural things bybv the
light of the sun we see spiritual
things bv spiritualritual light and he that isbt spiritualsTispispiritual Iscerneth all things and
juddth all things and he that is not
spiritual cannot comprehend spiritual
things they arearc foolishness to him
and while the saints of god quick-
ened by the spirit which they have ob-
tained through obedience to the gos-
pel can comprehend these things of
which I1 am speaking and discern their
deaninmeaning and siaslasignification1 those that
are wicked and corrupt and obey not
the ordinances oiof godgoa cannot seesec these
things nor comprecomprehendhenben them as they
are but they are foolishness to them

butbuts ifIT god is an individual spirit
and dwells in a body the question will
arise Is ilehe the eternal fatheryes ilehe is the eternal father Is it a
fact that ilehe never had a begbeginningannin 91

in the eleeiealementaelementarymenta particles
of his organism 1

zehe ddid11 not
butbutlaif he Is an 0organizednganihed being there
inuitmust have been a time when that beibetbeing1n
was organized this some one willvii
say would infer that god had a begin
ning this spirit which pervades all j

thithings which is the light and life of all
things by which our 11heavenly father
operates by which ileHP is omalpotent
never had a and never will
have an end itR Is the light of truth
it Is the spirit of intelligence we are
told in the revelations of god to us
that intelligence or the light of truth
never was created neither indeed can
be and we are told further that
this spirit when it Is manifest Is god
inmovingoving

11 in his glory when we alook
up to the heavens and behold the star-
ry worlds which are kingdoms wevye be-
hold god moving in his majesty and in
his power now ththisis spiritit always
existed it always operated batitisbut it is
not understood and cannot be com-
prehendedended except through organisms
if you see a living blade of grass vyoull11

see a manifestation of that filoispiritt
which is called god if you see an
animal of any kind on the face of the
earth having life there is a mani-
festationfe of that spirit it you see
a maalou behold its most perfect earth-
lyV manifestation and if you seeasecasee a glori-
edned man a man who hashag passed

through the various grades of being
who has overcome allau things who has
been raised from the dead who has
bbeeneen quickened by this spirit in its
ffulfuiulnessness there you see manifested in
itsts perfection tais eternal
lessess endless spirit ot intelligence

such a being is our eathfathfatheror and our
god and wevye are following in illsliis foot-
steps ilehe has attained to perfection
ilehe has arisen to kingdoms of power
he comprehends all things because in
him dwelleth the fullness of the god-
head bodily ilehe is a perfect manifes-
tation expression and revelation of
this eternal essence this spirit of
etereternalnailnali everlasting intelligence or
light of truth it is embodied in hisspiritual personality or spiritual or-
ganismganisn this spirit cannot be fully
comprehended in our finite state it
qquickensV all things As we are told in
the book of doctrine and covenants
it is

the light which is in all things which
life to all things which is the lawaw by

which all thinthinsthingss ageayeare governed even the
power of god who upon illshis throne
who is in the bosom of eternity who is in
the midst cfallof allali all things sec
ITif 13

that spirit existsedisis wherever there is
a particle of material substance that
spirit is round about it and in it and
through atit but that we may compre-
hend ftfi it must be manifested through
organisms the perfection of its mani-
festationfe is in the personality of a be-
ing called god thatisthat is a person who
has passed through all the gradations
of being and who contains within him-
self the falnessfulness manifested and ex-
pressed of this divine spirit which is
called god

some people may think this Is rather
a low idea of a divine being but I1
think it a most exalted one the per-
son whom I1 worship I1 acknowledge as
my father through him I1 may hearnfearn
to understand the secrets and mysteries
of eternity those things that never had
a beginning and will never have an end
ilehe liasilas ascended above all things after
descending below all thialthingss rehe has
fought his way from the depths up to
the position ilehe now occupies ilehe
holds it by virtue of his googoodnessuness of
his might of his majesty of his
power ilehe occupies that position bby
virtue of being in perfect harmond with
all that is right and true and beauti-
ful and glorious and progressive he
is the perfect embodiment and exexpres-
sion

expre-
sion perfect
8 0oi the eternal principles of Tnightright
he has won that position by lilslits own
exertions by his own faith-
fulnessfulnesslIess by llisliis own righteousness
jesus christ the only bebegottenkotten son ofgod in the flesh but his firstbornfirstborn in
the spirit has climbed his way up in a
similar manner hebeloveloved righteous

ness and hated iniquity he kept every
law and every commandment heknew no sin anaandandana guile was not found
in his mouth he loved not his own
life as a paramount consideration
but sacrificed it to atone for the
sins of others whatever he learned
was right he practicedpractised and ilehe brokeno commandment of the father but
obeyed everyevery one ilehe came not to do
illshis own the will of the fatherthat sent him and because he did this
and was faithful unto death ilehe was
exalted on high he overcame evil
ilehe conquered mortality liehe triumphed
over death ilehe conquered that being
who Is the expression of evil principles
who Is the embodiment of the princi-
ples of darkness who Is the embodi-
ment of all the principles that are inopposition to those that exist and burn
in the bosom of deitydelty ilehe met him
and conquered him and overcame him
he being in the truth and living by
the truth therefore he Is now to us

the way the truth and the life
all things helashe was entitledto inherit all things and all that thefather hath was given unto him andwe read

the son can do nothing of himself butwhat he seeth the father do fortor whatthing boever he boeth these also boeth theson likewisedewise 11 john v 20

As the father had taken his upward
course in worlds before this so jesus
christ followed in his footsteps inevery respect therefore he is entitled
to sit down at the right hand of god
in the heavens to sit on illshis throne
and be one with the father in allthings and all the power and glogioglory
andind dornindominionlonion that the father hath he
conferred also upon jesus and the
promise to the sons of god on the
earth is that itif they will follow in thefootsteps of jesus they shall be also
exalted and shallshail partake of that glora
which he partakes of and they shafishaft
become gods even the sons of god
and all things shall be theirs andana
we are told in the revelations of god
to us in the latter days that if we are
faithful in all things all that father
hath shall be given unto us we
shall become like him and we shall
receive power and dommondominion and glory
similar to that which he enjoys only
he will always be above us god as
our father and jesus christ our eldereider
brother

can understand a little about
a being like this but a being of the char-acter that divines attempt to describe
is one we cannot understand at allthey say that there arearo three of them
and yet there is only one that god has
noho bodyI1 neither parts nor passionsyet this thinthino that has no substance
and no parts we are told has threeparts one part of which had a body
and that body was composed of parts
and we are told also that it has no
passions yet this one part of thatthing which has no body and no parts
and no passions had a body and parts
andano had passions jesus experienced
the same things that a man experiences
lived like a man and died like a man
to some extent now who can under-
stand these contradictions which are to
be found in the creeds of
mendom the Athanaathanasiansianstan creed was
read in the church of england as it is
called when I1 was a boybov andind fI1 believe
it isnow I1 think moetoe americanmerisaneAmerlmericanEepis-
copal

Is
church has discarded it Wwhichrichgich

was very sensible it says i
whosoever will be savedsated before all things

he must hold the catholic faith which faithexcept he do keep whole and undefiled heshall without doubt perish everlastingly
aindand the catholic faith Is this that we
worship one god in trinity and trinity inunity neither confounding the persons nor
dividing the substance for there is oneperson of0 the eatherfather another afpf the son
and anotherother of the holy ghost but their
Jeuchloryllory is11 equal and their majesty coeternalco eternal

uch as the father Is such Is the son and
such the holy ghost the father is god
the son is god and the holy ghost is god
andaud yet there are not three gods but onegod the father laIs loralord the son is lordand the holy ghost is lord and yet thereare not three lord but one lord forwhile we are compelled by christian verityto acknowledge each person by himself to
be both godgoa and lord so we areard forbidden
by the catholic faith to say that there bethree gods or three lords

it goes on to show how that thesethree are all exactly alike and then to
declare that they are all essentially
diffdifferentbrenttrent it explains that the sonsonisisbegotten while the father is not and
then that the holy ghast is proceeding
not begotten while the son Is not pro-
ceeding neither is thetile father yet at
the same time they are all the same
and to cap the climax of the pile of ab-
surditiesties that

the fathersFatheris incomprehensible the son isincomprehensible and the holy ghost in-comprehensible and yet they are not three
but one

ible
well that is an attempt of man toexplain god As I1 said in the begin-

ning of mymoy remarkremarkssyewe do not pretendthat we can comprehend god in hisfullness in our finite and mortal condi-
tion here on the earthearthy becbecauseausellehe isan infinite being but we are promis-
ed that the day shall come when we
shall comprehendcom god being quick-
ened in wlmrimhim and by him I1 jesus
said

this is life eternal to know thee the onlyliving and true god and jesus christ whomthou nasthast sent

how can we learn to know god wecan learn of our father by hearkeninghearkenin g
to his voice by listelisteningnin to the whis-perings of the holy spirit that spiritthat comes from him 1 theyhey that anled by the spirit of god are the sons
of god we can understand ninemuchconcerning him by the power of thholy ghost the gift of the ho


