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TH1S being the closing day of the
Conference, and as we are adminis-
tering the sacrament, we naturally
call our minds up in a way of dis-
cipline for ourselves, on various sub-
jects which pertain to our every-
day life. The Apostle James tells
us that “faith without works is
dead, being alone,”’and good works
are certainly the best illustrations
of that faith which prompts us.

As our brethren will seon scatter
through the different wards and
settlements of the Territory,and to
other parts of the world, we wish
them to carry forth just and wise
impressions in relation to thesimple
principles of faith and practice
which pertainto the holy gospel,and
to disseminate the instructions they
have received, that all may be ben-
efitted thereby. When we come
here and take bread and drink of
the cup in memory of the death
and sufferings of our Savior,we wit-
ness unto him that we remember

him, that we Jove his law,
that we are determined to
abide by his gospel and that we

will do all in our power to walk in
the principlesof faith and patience,

forbearance and longsuffering, and!

of trut*. and righteousness in which
we are engaged. As a short illus-
tration,and o draw the mindsof the
congregationdirectly to the pointsof
instruction, I am disposed to read a
portion of the rules of the United
Order.

Rule one s~ ysg, “We will not take
the name of the Deity in vain, nor
speak lightly of his character or of
sacred things.” | am sorry to say
that many p.ofessed Latter day
Saints are carelessin the observance
of this rule, which every ULatter-
day Saint,and every person who
has respect fer his own character
must certainly consider most
wholesome and wise, and absolute-
ly obligatory. Let us be very care-
ful, and never iudulge in profane
language or use the name of the
Deity except in such a manner as
becomes his high and holy position
and our dependence upon him for
every breath we draw; and let us
also inculeate in our childrea a res-
pect for that chaste, discreet, up-
right and pure lan which is
becoming Saints of the Most High.

Rule two reads—‘“We will pray
in our families morning ard even-

ing, and also attend to secret
prayer,” New brethren and sis-

ters, remember this. Those of you,
if any, who have been careless and
negligent on this subject, remem-
ber how often God has heard our
prayers and how dependent we are
upon him for every blessing we pos-
sess and enjoy, and for the protec-
tion which has been extended un-
tous. 'While almost all the world
has been ready to destroy the Lat-
ter-day Saints from oftf the earth,
the Lord has answered cur prayers
and has protected us, as it were. in
the hollow of his hand. Let usnot
forget to call upon him morning
and evening, that our families ma
Jearn, from their childhood, to ob-
serve this great and important duty.
And before we lie down to rest or
rise in the morning let us lift up
our hearts in secret prayer to the
Most High, asking his protection
and blessing in all things, that by
united faith we may be able te per-
form the great and arduous duties
which are placed upon us. And in
our prayers let us remember our
bishops and teachers and those ir
authority—the President of the
church, his counsellorsand all those
who act in the holy priesthood,
that the Spirit of the Almighty
may rest upon them as well as up-
on us, that with one heart and one
mind we may have a knowledge of
the things of God; and that by ob-
serving these duties of prayer and
¥mervin ourselves in purity be-
qre the rd, when teaching, in-
struction, or counsel is sen:¢ forth
among the Saints, or revelation is
proclaimed unto us, we may have
enough of the Holy Ghost in our
hearts to know, each for *.imself or
herself, whether these things are
true or not; and that when false
spirits go forth and lead men as.
tray inio darkness, error and folly,
we may know the true from the
false, detect those who are liars,and

expose them as muy be nevessary, |

Y | special importance that

intoxicating drinks;and Iree many
of them yet, even young men, who
indulge in the use of tobacco, a
habit which is very pernicious and
injurious to health, and a violation
of the word of wisdom. Theie are
also other violations of this rule
among us which should cease, for
we are told in the word of wisdom
that if we will observe- it with all
our hearts, keeping the command-
ments of God, we shall have faith,
health and strength, marrow in our
bones, and have wisdom and great
treasures of knowledge, and the
destroyer will pass by us and not
slay us. Brethren, how general it
is with us when persons are sick
and afflicted, or when eur children
are sick, to say to the elders—
“Brethren, come and lay your
hauds upon them,” and in thou-
sands of instances they are healed.
Perhaps we are losing some of our
faith. We read in the Scriptures
that King Asa, whom Guod had
healed and blessed. when he was
diseased he trusted not to the Lord,
but sought physicians, and King
Asa died. While we recommend
and approve of using every reason-
able means within our power to
preserve our lives and those of our
c¢hildren, we do dek{end, first of all,
upon faith in the holy gospel, the
administration of its ordinances
an the fulfillment of the promises
of God; and inasmuch as we ob-
serve the word of wisdom and keep
the commandments of God we
have faith, and we h.ve the prom-
ises of God,upon which we can rely,
and by which thousands and thou-
sands are delivered from the afflic-
tions which prey upon them. |

“We will treat our families with
Kindness and affection) and set be-
fore then: an example worthy of
imitation. In our families and in

Il seventh rest and. observe the Sab-

the Lord, sud let a spirit of unity,
harmony, peace, siern integrity,
putity and chastity ahide in every
heart, for if we ever inherit bless-
ings aud glory, iIf we ever are
made partakers of the thrones, do-
minions, principalities, powers and
endless lives which pertain to the
exaltation of the kingdom of God,
we shall do so by maintaining a
purity like that orf Joseph who was
sold into Egypt. _

The sixth rule is—*“We will ob-
serve the Sabbath day and keep it
holy.” I regret tosay thatl have
noticed a great many instunces of
Jaxity in the observance of this
rule,and I wish the Elders and
teachers in all the branches and
settlements to preach and practise
the ob ervance of the BSBabbath.
Brethren,work six days, and on the

bath according’to the revelation;
and impress this principle upon the
Saints everywhere by practice.
[ remember once I wasin a burry
to come to Salt Lake City. Fill-
more was then the only settlement
between my place in Parowan,lron

County. The Sunday was very
fine;we had attended meeting aud,
mw%ng been a long timeaway from
the brethrenin salt Lake Civy, we
wanted to hurry on. [ certainly
thought we could travel twenty
miles on Sunday evening, as well
as not, so we started. I° wﬂﬂ lit-
tle conscience-stricken; 1 to
mysel—“This is not exactly right,
and [ am afraid we shall not get
along as well as we would to have
staid until Monday morning.” We

miles that evening. 1 told the
brethren totie up the horses, but
some of them got loose and went
clear back, and in the morning the
brethren had to go the whole dis-
tance after them. That is what we
gained at the start bfd breaking

our intercourse with all persons we
will refrain from being contentious
and quarrelsome, We will cease
to speak evil one of another, and |
cultivate a spirit of charity towards
all. We consider it our first duty
to keep from acting seifishiy or from
covetous motives, and we will seek
the interests of each other and the
salvation of all mankind.” This
is rule four, and in calling your at-
tention to it I wish it to be remem-
bered that it enters into our busi-
ness transactions and every-day
life. I have noticed in the eourse
of many years that I have trav-
eled and preached, being in hun-
dreds of families, that some nien
were pleasant and agreeable, while
others were crabbed, cross, ill na-
tured and surly in their disposi-
tions; the very tone of their voice
would show it. This is all wrong.
We should cultivate kindness, for-
bearance, and patience in our fami-

| far off’” wit

the Sabbath; but it did net end
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' man was cut of! from the chureh for

I This was rather a bitter pill for the
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there. The next day we hroke a

storm, and we were six days in
reaching Fillmore, and it took us
some twelve days to reach this city.
Now, I do not believe that, asa
general thing, anything is gained
in property or in time by working
on the Sabbath; and 1 advise and
exhort all men professiug to beloog
to the United Order, or to be Lat-
ter-day Saints, to observe the Sab-
bath; keep it holy, devote it to wor-
ship, to the study of good books, te
rest, to imparting instruction, .
attending meeLing, and do not, un-
der any cirecumstances, lapse into a
habit of thinking that you can do
as you please on the Sabbath, and
that so doing is clear gain. We
have, some day, to meet our Father
in heaven,and that day is nov very
many of us., I meel
here at this conference
number with whom,forty years ago

lies, and a spirit that will inecline

ren that we may be asshining lights
unto them, that as they grow up
imitating our examples they may
become pillars of society, plants of
renown and ornaments in the king-
dom of God, and not be led by cov-
etousness, dishonesty, idolatry or
any corrupt motive whatever.
Coneider all these things, and re
member this as one of the rules of
the United Order which it is of
we should
observe, . '
ule five teaches—**We will ob-
serve personal cleanliness, preserve
ourselves in all chastity, refrain
from adultery, whoredom and lust,
and discountenance and refrain
from all vulgar and obscene lan-
guage and conduct.” Iu regard to
this rule, I am sorry to say that the
influx of so-called civilization and
Christianity in our midst hasshown
its effects upon some portions of our
community, and that strict and
firm adherence to the principles of
chastity, for which the Latter-day
Saints have been remarkable ever
since the organization of the church
and the gathering of the people,
seems, in some instances, to be
wanting. We call upon all such
persons to repentand humble them-
selves before the Lord; and we ex-
hort all Latter-day Saints to main-
tain such 4 high position before God
that every act of their lives may be
approved of him. Never Jet us be
guilty of any word or deed that we
will beashamed of be'ore our father,
mother, brother, or gister, or before
our heavenly Father. This is a
prineiple that wetshould cultivate,
maintain and abide by in all things;
and wherever any have been fool-
ish enough to fall or go astray,

|

this summer, or last spring,

That does
not seem long, but we are march-
ing steadily tv our last account,and
we should not let our love for self,
our desire for gain, or our anxiety
for pleasure so mar.our path that
when we come into the presence
of our Father in heaven we shall
be smitten with the reflection that,
instead of observing the Sabbath,
according to the command,we went
off spreeing, or hunting, or we
weunt lvoking after cattie, or get-
ting wood. or dashing around aund
breaking the Sabbath time and
again, forif our conscience repruve
us, God is greater than our econ-
sciences, and hé surely will ¢on-
demn us. o . |

Rule seven—“That which is not
committed to our care we will not
appropriate to our own use.” That
is a very modest way of agreeing
or promisin . that we will not steal
or take that which does not belong
tous. One of the ten command-
ments teaches—‘“Thou shalt not
steal;”” and in. the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants we are in-

| formed that be that steals shall be

cast out aud delivered to the law of
the Jland. These things should
never be forgotten by tho-e profess-
ing to be Latter-day Saints. I
have noticed, in the c¢ourse of my
life, a great many men professing
a great deal of piety, who have
been very dishonest. ’fn the neigh-
borhood where I was raised there
were men whbo would charge a guod
round price for a bushel of wheat,
and t en use a false measure. In
that way tbhey reared children to be
dishonest. I there are fathers or
teachers in [srael who indulge in
this covelous practice, or who take
that which doss npt belong to thew, |

thruwgh the t0ils or snarex that

they £et exunrples betord theliri
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ouce conver-ant with an ineéident il-
lustrative of thix princip’e. A young

stealivg. When he came home
his mother upbraided him forit,
“but,’ =aid he, “*mother, you have
yourself to thank for ity My fa-
ther always told ma mnot to steal;
he commanded me not to touch
a thing
but you used to send me to. the
neightors to steal egge; you taught
me to'sieal, and youare measura-
bly responsible for my disgrace.”

msther, but it coniains an  impor-
tant Jesson, if we will e nsider it.
- “That which we borrow we will
return according to promise, and
that which we find we will not up-
propriate to our own use, but will
seek Lo return it to the proper own-
er.” . There is too much nf a want
of confidence in the midst of the
Saints. When some promise the

100 often fail to keep their word;
and those who are in business do
not feel as free to trust their breth-
ren as outsiders do, I ‘bave b
brethren come to gne and say—
“They are not as acrommodsting
to me agoutsiders are,”” auvd [ some-
times answer them by saying—
“Perhaps you are not as punctual
10 pay your brethren as you would

that did not belong to me, |

"ot workmen; ]

by keeping their feet dry and warm.
I feel like preaching uvp wooden
shoes as & medical prescription, if
you please, as well us on the score
-of economy. '- -

I wish you brethren when you re-
turn to the settlements to look af-
ter the schools. See that they are
established inall the settlements
for the winter, that no child be left
without a chance to uite a
knowledge of the common branch-
es of education. See that all the
poor are provided with the means
of sending their children to school,
that no child be deprived of the
privilege of ' attending school
through the poverty of its parents.
Make your schoel houses comforta-
ble and pleasant. Make the secats
of the proper hight and comforta- -
ble, so thet the children may not
become numpbacked or round-
shouldered, nur contract - spinal
c¢omplaints,or anythingof that kind
through theirseatsbeingawkwa d y
copstiucted. There isplent Iﬂflum-
ber in the mountains, and plenty
et them make good
comfertable seats for the children,
See that your  school roomns are
properly warmed, and be careful as

1 1o the characters of the men you

employ for #chool teachers. - Do
not hire a scoundrel, a seducer, or

be to pay an outsider.” Many. of
our brethren are not, and th:s is all
wronyg. Confidence 'should be es-
tablished in each otherby fulfilling
what we undertake, "What we
borrew weshould return; what we
agree to do we sbould fulfill. ‘We
should be careful to make our agree-
ments so that we can fultill' them,
and then do so,and if through some
unforeseen circumstances we are un-
abletodoso, weshould immediately
make known the facis of the case,

| and be houest. I hope these cases

are by no means common, but I
am salisfied they are more numer-
ous than they vught to be,. |
The niuth rule requires us, as
~oon as po-sible. to cancel. all in-
debiedness, snd therealter to aveid
cettng intndebt. For the last few
yeus, owing to the opening of
mines, the construciion of  rail
roads, aud the good crops that have
beeu riised, the prosperity of 1he
people has bren very great, and as
a wise and prudeut community we
should have taken a course to have
had the benefits o all this. means

for, notwithsiandiog we have been
pul Lo vasl expense in cousequence
of per-ecurion and oppressiou from
our eusemies, we have been in a
condition to have saved a great deal.
But many of our brethren are ia
Jdebt, notwithstaniing all this pros-
perity. Now this rule requires that
we L1ke nieasures 1o pay, or-¢ancel,
our debt« us soon as; po--ible, and
then avoid geitinug info debt by

living within our means, Ambi-
duil to push  forwaid aod make

1| wealth should not induce us to in-
them unto us, and in all things set | marched on the Ziou’s Camp jour-
such an example before our child-}ney—a thousand miles.

volve ourselves in debt, but we
~hould, wilh cconomy aond pru-
Jdence, live wilhin vur meaus. |

The residue of these aules I will
not tead, but commend them to
the cou=~ideration of all the. breth-
ren, as being of the utmost impor-
iang¢e. There is one, however, to
which I will just call your atien-
tion. It refeis to our manner of
dress and living, and r«quires us fo
use proper economy and prudence
in the management of atl things
intrus ed to vur caie, I exceedingly
regret to see the disposition to ex-
tiavagauce which exisis among us,
as also a ri-po~lilon to pureha-e
from abroad 8 variety of articles
thut arenot of the first yecessity. 1

that we should tuke the utmost
pains in our power, asa Uunitea Or-
der aud a united |
everythiog that we can produce
within ourselves, and not be send-

(o0 buy things that we can wmake
ourselves. Our brooms, for in-
stance, and a
clothing and most of our shoes can
be made here. ‘With all the ridi-
cnle thut has been expended in re-
lation to wooden soled boots and
shoes, I sincerely advise every man
who isafflicted with a eough,orwho
is subject to colds or rheuwatism,

asthoin,or any ailment of that kind,

to put wooden soles under his feet
this Fall, They will' preserve
health a
bei; aud if they happen to be paid
for it will be much better than to
owe a trader for them, or to wear
leather that is like a sponge;through
which the damp will penetrate,
striking directly to and prowmoting
cough or rbeumatism. I am of the
beliel that wooden soled shoes worn

in winter will cure nime caves out |

without -beiug involved in debt,

A

|

do thiuk that it is r'ght aud proper |
people, to provide,
ing away all the money we can get.

great deal of our]

great deal better than rub-|
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blackleg for the position, for if you
employ as teachers of your schools
those who are foul, wicked, and.
corrupt in their habits, you assume
a terrible responsibility, for the im-
pressions made upon, and the les-
sons taught to, the children while
attending school have a great in-
fluence for good or for evil, upon
their future lives and welfare. I
beli ve I have preached upon this
subject almost every confereuce
since I can remember, or since I
began to speak at conferences,and I
shall continue to do so. Let par-
ents be stirred up in regard to the
education of their childien, aud
provide fer their welfare. In the
early days of the Territory the first
house built inev ~  settlement, as
a general rule, was a school-house.
Lev this rule still be folluwed, and
let our children receive their edu- -
cation directly .within ourrslves;
and_if we want them to studythe
advanced branche=,fillup our home
universitie~; instead of sending
'them sbroad to be educated in for-
{eign schools, upho:d your own
university aud _uwsmin your ewn
schools. Y | _'
After the close of this Conference
meetings in this building will be
‘discontinued during the winterand
will be held, under the direction of”
the Bishops, in the ward assembly
rooms every Sunday afternoon and
'evening. The forenoons will be de-
voted to Sunday Schoolsyand I ex-
hort the brethren and sisters to
thave their childien ready, so that
they cau be at school iu time. And
I invite the young men and especi-
ally the young sisters, to attend
Sunday schools; I waut te stir up
the young men to go there and

.1

e

|form~ Bible classes. "And I exbort

 that there may be no lack of teach-
er=. .1 want to express my admi-
ration of Brother Goddard and a
I numper.of other school superinten-
dents aud teachers, with whom I
am acquainted, because of their ef-
forts 10 spread among the young
throughout the Tu:?lur}; a.ul]muwi- |
e of the principles of the gos-
tgi aa-tau;:,ht? in the Bible, Book of
Mormon, Book of Doctrine and
Covenauts, and in the standard
works of the Church. And I say
to the young men, that if they
will-attend the Bible classes and
study the catechism in use in our
schools, and make themselves fam-
iliar with it, they will become €0
thoroughly informed in the princi-
ples of the gospel and the eviden-
ces of it, that when called upon to
o abroad to
Ef Zion they will be wg_ll prepared
to do 0. I invite the Elders lo see
that these classes are formed in all

the Flders to be p

‘the settlements.
‘I will again repeat the idea that
has already been »uted, to sus-

'tain our own literary institutions

and publications—the Juvenile In-
structor, the Woman's Exponent,
the Desgrer NEWS, which con-
tains discourses by the First Presi-
dency and Twelve, and also the
publications in the several Coun-
ties. They are conducted by men
who take pains to disseminate the
truth, as well as the general news
of the world, and. they oughl to bs
sustained, that their influence way
be extended and increased. Do not
spend your money iu buying lies,
nor your time in reading yellow-
covered literature, or in -tudying

defend the doctrines



