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CORRESPONDENCE.

Written for this Paper.
DAS ALTE VATERLAND,

LoOBER8GASSE, No. 54, BORNHEIM,
Frankfurt-A-Main,Germany,Bept.
1st, 1804.

Bomesix monthe have passed away
pince leaving home and friends to ful-
fill a miseion in Bwitgerland and
Germany. We did not Iose much
time buzziog across from Utah to New
York, only making short stops ir
Denver, Kansas City and Chieago.
On reaching New York we spenta
week looking over the great city,
which was made doubly pleasant by
the company of my brother, A. H,
Woodrufl, and Rovert Patrick, Z, C.
M. I. agents, who were very kind In
assisting ue to see the sightes.

Bidding mother America farewell,
we set out for the port of Rotterdam on
board the Dubbledam. Twelve long
days and nights were spent upon the
ADgry waves 1n the stormy month of
February. Beveral of us were awfully
pick the entire journey—I will not say
who of our party was in Lthe worst con-
dition, a8 we all peeme. to think our
own case was the most serious. From
Rotterdamn  we passed through A npt-
werp and Brussels and on to the gay
oity of Parle, where five days were
spent in the galleries anu geei: g Fome
of the principal sights. Leaving the
Frenca capital we next made a short
stop at Bern, Bwitzerland, where we
got a fine view of a number of the
snow-crowned peaks ol the Alps, and
an excellent view of the range,it belug
a clear day. Here we were assigned to
our flelus of Jlabor, and our
pleasant little party from Salt Lake,
consisting of President George C,
Nagle and wife, J. M., Weller, C. D.
Habp,William McEwan, C. D, Behet-
tler, Ruuolph Gigi and mysell, was
broken up and we continued our jour-
ney to the difterent places assigned us
to labor in.

I was first sent to Manpheim anu
after a few aays was appointea to labor
in Frankfort-on-the-Main, & Yery beau-
tifal anda inleresting city, though
smaller than some five or six of her
sister cities in Germany,having a popu-
lation of about 200,000. In this place
Elder J. H. Behleckmann had bap-
tized some Lhirteen members and haua
ocoasionally paid wisits to this city,
though there had been no Elder sia-
tioued here. In AprilJ, H. Behleck-
mann and C. J. Maag came here from
Mannheim and we organized a branen
of about eighteen eoule, which now
numbers tweniy-three, 1 have been
entirely alone until about two months
ago when KElder Albert Bryner was
npfoinled to labor with me,

find the German people kind,
polite and asa rule a pleasant people to
labor amonget. As for the land, no one

can deny the mapy beauties o

Deutschland, I have had the pleasure

of making a trip down the grand olu

Rhbine which is a very beautiful trip

and can only be fully appreciated when

seen, and once seen cun nol help but
be loved and admired by all who de-
light in the beauties of nature, The
beautiful scenes which the old castles
present on the rocky cliffs, covered
with ivys and surrounded by a most

luxuriant growth of shrubbery, and
the immense lorest spreading in every
direction as far as the eye can see, the
grand old river wending its way
through such scenes of beauty in its
race to the ocean and beariog the bur-
dens of commerce—all makes a scene
that once gazed upon can never be for-
gotten, and when long years have
passed sweet recollectinus will awakeo
in the hearts of those who have seen
the river Rhine,

A few days ago Brother Bryner and
I were taking a trip through the neigh-
boring villages for the purpose of dis-
tributing tracta and preaching the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ wherever we could
find a listener. It is barvest time here
and the farmers sre real busy, The
grain is almost entirely threshed with
a flail and wind-mill, the same process
which existed in ﬁnh some thirty
years ago. As we were going Irom
one village to another we were at-
tracted to a large farm house which
stood ofl some distance from the road,
by the sound of a steam thresher, Our
American curlosity was aroused to see
the difference between the German
and American mode of threshing by
steam; this being the first opportuniiy
wve have had in thiscountry. On enter-
ing the farmyard, surrounded with a
wall about ten feet high, we were met
by the manager of the farm and his
son, We informed them that we
were Americans aud Jesired to walch
the process of threshing, stating we
were farmers ourselves, They were
exceedingly kin ; the gentleman going
into the house and gelting us each a
chair, which he placed where we could
get a good view of the machine and the
workers. Asthe straw comes from the
machipe it is all bound into bundles by
about four men and pitched into a
barno lott where it ia received by aboul
three buxom maldens and piled away
neatly for winter use, The chafl is
carried away in baskets into a portion
of the barn reserved for that special
purpose and the grain itself 1s carried
imto bins in the same building. There
is not & bandful of chaff or straw
wasted, and every bit goes under
cover, where it is kept dry and clean
that it may be utilized. The force
employed to run the farm is about
twenty men and women out doors and
about gix girls in the farm house to do
tue cooking and general house work,
In apewer to my questions the fore-
man was very kind and obliging.
When asked what wages he paid his
harvest hande, he said one mark (25
cents) per day and board, which he in-
formeu me was consldered first-class
wages for such work. I'he German
farmer is to be admired for the clean-
Jiness and orderly appearance of his
barnyard and farm, and 1 think heis
a worthy example to the American
farmer in this respect, We answered
a great many questione, and whea our
friends found we were Mormons, they
were doubly interested im us. We
preached the Gospel to them and left
some of our literature, Ore of the
gentlemen leit his work to walk with
us to the road, some distance away, Lo
direct us our best way back to Frank-
furt. After thanking our kind friend
for his hospitaliiy, and receiving a

warm invitation to return some Bun-
day when they had more time to con-
verse, we bid each other adieu and
were soon on our way through sbady
country lanes.

We have had the privilege of bears
ing our testimony to the truth of the
work of God established in these the
Iast days, and to preach repentance
and baptism to a great many people;
and [ have hopes that some of the
seed sown through the help of the Lord
has fallen upon good ground and will
bring forth good fruit.

Respectfully,
A. OWEN WOODRUFF,

SUNDAY OPENING.

Dear Bir—Knowing the respect of
your papef for the Babbath day, it is
with some timidity that 1 ask space for
the following request. Your columns
announce the bolding of our annual
Fair on October 2, 8,4, 5 and 6. These
are all working daye, when it will be
almost an imposeibility for a large por-
tion of ourcommunity to visit it, Fair
and conference week come together,
with the result that the city’s business
is increased, our merchants are crowd-
ed with customere, and cur hosapitable
people in providing for their country
cousine, These causes, with many
others, prevent large numbers
from witnessing the wvaried fruits
of Utah’s indusiry, of enjoying the
grand exhibitions of Utah’s artistic
and mechanical talent, A greatmany
of our young men are engaged in occu-
pations that necessitate tieir applica-
tion from Monday morning until Sat-
urday evening. Is it not a pity that
circumstances thus prevent them from
studying the arts and sciences as they
wiil be exhibited at Utah’s Fair? Not
only young men, but hundreds of
yousg women, as well as a large num-
ber of maturer yearse, are thus handi-
capped. The object of the Fair is
purely educational. It is to inspire
our people to greater things that prizes
are offered for the exhibite, and the

beneficial effects of these exposi-
tions are widespread. Wages at the
present time are not as high

a8 they were two years ago, neither
is money as plentiiul; and thuse who
are in employment can ill afford the
luxury of a half-holiday to spend with-
in the Exposition grounds.

Why, then, not let us have it open
on Bunday, the 7th of October? It
may be objected by the chureh-going
portion of our community that it
would tend to empty the churchee.
Buti I think not. There are hundreds
of people in the clty and surrounding
neighborhood who seldom attend
cburch, but who occupy their time in
some material way; and it would surely
be a bleesing to open up some avenue
to them where their ideas would be
enlarged and they be brought in touch
with Utah’s vast army of useful
citizene, Would this not be in the
interest of humanity? There need not
be any baby shows, bicycle races
or conterts of any klcd. A sacred
conoert would be in harmony with the
day, and somelimes people learn more
pure religion from an inspired compo-
sitlon than from Lhe labored exposition
of the divine., How many mothers
there are who would like to see the
children’s department of the Fair, but

who cannot take the little ones without




