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ANNUAL conference

the sixty fourth general anniver-
sary of the church

the sixty fourth annual confer-
ence oiof the church of jesus christ of
catter day saints convened in the
Tiktabernaclebernacle salt lake city at 10 a m
onolvi friday april fth 1894 the fol
browing were on the stand of the
alist presidency wilford woodruff
ceorge Q cannon Jjoseph F smith
of theibe ququorumor um of the twelve AapostlesApont les

lorenzo snow franklin D rich
aidaard brigham youngfoung francis M
layman john henry smith george
teasdale heber J grant john W
taylor marriner W merrill abraham
H cannonannon patriarch john smith
of the presidency of the seventies
seymour B young C D fjelsted
john morgan B H robertsBo berte george
JELdyreynolds and jonathan G kirnkim
bebuI1 of the presiding bishopric
williamism B preston robert T burton
oisalid Jjohn0 hn R winder there were
also a number of presidents of stakes
indand other prominent elders from dif-
ferent parts of utah and surrounding

and states
iVonconferenceference was called to order by

president george Q cannon
arbethe choir and congregation sang

redeemerdeemerBe of israel
oar only delight
on whom for a blessing we call
conrur shadow by day
and ouroar pillar by hialit
our king our deliverer our all

opening prayer by president joseph
VF smith

singing by the choir
praise yoye the lord my heart shall join
in worxwork so pleasant so divine
nowmow while the flesh is my abode
aad when my soul ascends to10 god

bifAIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF

delivered a brief opening address he
d his 9gratitudeabitu to godod tor the

privilege the saints enjoyed in ashew
ahng in the sixty fourth annual con-
ference of the church and that there
werebere present the entire first prealprebl

ancydey ten of the twelve apostles
au other of organizations
ancl authorities it was a mat
ter otof congratulation that the
work of toe lord was progressing
jlat hornehooie and in the nations the loru
Wwa with us and would continue to be

Q long as we sought the salvation oi01

amir fellowmenfelfellow men and performed our
lotie the president spoke of the

which bad been boreborcee and
left on record by all the holyboly prophets

adam down concerning the

raising up of a prophet in the latter
days to establish the church of christ
in lunness and prepare a people to meet
the savior when hebe should coniti to
reign during the millennium as king
of israel he concluded by express-
ing a fervent desire that the spirit otol
inspiration and revelation might rest
upon speakers and hearersbearers during the
present Conconferenceterence

ELDER A H CANNON

said hebe rejoiced in the testimony of
the gospel the lord hadbad given
him and though he felt his own im-
perfections andamu weaknesses and saw
them every day he lived yet be hoped
through the laith andana power which
god would give him to bring himself
in due time under complete subjection
to hishie mind and will he was greatly
pleased in tratravelingvelling among this people
to findand how richly god waswars blessing
them especially lu matters
it was said in some quiquartersarterS thatchat the
dainas are gradually uniting away from
the old love which inspired their
hearts formerly and brought them
into such close communion with the
lord our god there were doubtless
many oasescases of this kind too many
considering the day in which we live
and the momentous events which lie
before the people but he was thank-
ful to know and to bear his testimony
that the vast majority of taeane latter day
dainas were striving to live their
religion and in possession of the holy
spirit but hebe realized also that
therehere was still much room for

improvement and never before
had there been so great an effort made
by the adversary of our souls to leauleati
away the childrenchil dreu of god to deceive
the people and lead them lutointo darkness
as at tae present layday the speaker
warned hisbis hearersbearers tolo beware of the
falsefalie and lying statements
of those who were going abroad
among mankind we mcglat be sue
by the testimony within us itif we lived
faithful to the covenants made with
god that when christ came
agal i we should know him hueie
would be no need thouthen lorfor
men to tell us that he had again come
to the earth elder cannoncainnon offered
some good counsel to the young in this
regard and referred to the signs which
dadbad and would accompany those who
believed it was fashionable nowadays
for some men to ridicule those who
prayed to god infidels made light oi01

theclio supplicationsions which were offered to
the throne of grace but we might rest
assured that god always gave to
those who sought him in prayer
the things which would nobe for our good
the subject of faith was touched upon
and illustrations were given to show
how the lord to teach us some divine

lesson sometimes tested us to the ut-
termost by sending afflictions which
we seemed hardly able to onen
dure the speaker testified that the
lord was near unto us he heardboard and
answered our prayers and gave to his
children who served him faithfully
and sought him continually those
blessings which would be for
their temporal asan well as their
eternal happinew he admonished
the young toto seek him while nehe was
near for there were troubles coming
upon the earth which would try the
souls of all men and those who leaned
upon the testimonies of others instead
of depending upon their own faith and
works leant upon a broken reed in
conclusion elder cannon prayed thathat
the peace and blessings of god might
rest upon all present during this
conference

ELDERELDEB MARRINOR W MERRILL
was the next speaker he said it was
a matter of congratulation that we
had with us the first presidency and
that we hadbad heard the voice of brother
woodruff who was so much beloved
by the saints we were in
having a part in this glorious work in
the lord it was not necessary that
any member of the church should be
in ane dark each could have a testi-
mony concerning the divine mission
of joseph smith for himself we had
seen some persons occasionally who pre-
sumed to have revelation to direct
others we had seen men arise up in
the ranks of the saints with a feeling
in their hearts that they were oiof more
than usual importance and bad the
right in certain instances to direct
the affairs of the church but sensi-
ble audand thinking people looked upon
that class with pity the lord naddad
his work organized his servants ap
pointed to labor in the various callicallingsngu
of the church and each hadbad his al-
lotted place the training of the young
in the work of the gospel was dwelt
upon and examples cited for their
guidance we wanted hebe said to see
our young men valiant in the cause of
god willing when called upon to go
forth and proclaim the gospel tidings
without excuse or hindrance we
should teach our children the princi-
ples of the gospel asa fast as they were
capable of comprehending them here
alitta littleleandand there a little as the oppor-
tunity presented itself he knew
there was a feeling in the midst
of the latter day saints in some
directdirectionsiOD on the part of parents how
extensive he did not pretend to say
that in regard to baptism their chil-
drendren should be left alone until they
arrived at beare and that they
might then judge of the matter and
what they wished to do for themselves


