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ANNUAL CONPERENCE.

The Sixty-Fourth General Anniver-
sary of the Church.

The Bixty-fourth Anpual Conpfer-
ence ot the Church of Jesues Christ of
Latter-day Bulnte convened in the
Tabernacle, 8alt Lake City, at 10 a. m.
on Friday, April 6th, 1894. The fo]-
lowing wete on the etand: Of the
First Precidency—Wilford Woodruft,
(George Q. Cannon, Jeseph F. Bmith;
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
—Lorenzo Snow, Frapklin D, Rich-
ards, Brizham Young, Francis M.
Lyman, John Henry Bmith, George
Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W,
Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Abraham
H. Canpon; Patriareh John 8mith;
of the Presidendy of the Seventies—
Seymour B, Youog, C. D. Fjelsted,
John Morgsn, B. H. Roberts, George
Reynojue and Joosthan G Kim-
ball; of the Preelding Bishopric—
Wiliiam B. Prestnr, Rovert T. Burton
and John R. YWinder. There were
also a number of Presidects of Siakes
and other prominent Elders from dif-
ferent parts of Utah and eurrounding
territories and states,

Conference was called to order by
President George Q. Cannon.

The choir and congregation eang:

Redeamer of Israel,

Oar only delight,

On whom tor a blessing we eall;
Our shadow by day,

And our plllar by night.

Our King, owr Dellverer, onr all,

Qpening prayer by President Joseph

F. Bmith.
8inging by the cholr:

Pralse ye the Lord! my heart shall jola
In work so ploasant, so divine,

Now while the tlesh is my abode,

And when my soul ascenda w0 God.

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF

delivered a brief opening address. He
expressed his gratitude to God tor the
privilege the Baints enjoyed in aseewm-
bling in the Bixty-tourth Anpnua) Con-
ference of the Churen, and that there
were present the entire First Presf.
dency, ten of the Twelve Apostles,
aod other memters of organtzatione
and authorities. It wae & mat.
ter ot cougralolation that the
work of tme JLord was pruuressing
at homeand in the natione. ‘The Liory
was with ug and would contioue to be
s0 long ae we sought the salvatlon o1
our fellowmen and performed our
guties. The President spoke of the
testimonies which had been borne and
left on record by sll the holy prophets,
from Adam down, concerning the

raising ap of a Prophet in the latter
daye to establish the Church of Christ
{o 1ulnege nind prepare a people to meet
the Bavior when he sbould come to
reign during tue millennium as King
of Israel, He coeciuded by express-
ing a fervent desirethat the spirit ol
tpspiration and revelation might rest
upon speakers and hearers during the
preeent Coolerence.

ELDER A. H, CANNON

guid he rejoiced in the testimony of
the Gospel which the Lord had given
him, and though he felt his own im-
perlections and weaknesees aDud BRwW
them every day he iived, yet he hoped,
torpugh the iaith anu power whioh
(God would give him, to bring himaseit
fn due time under com plete subjection
to Hie mind and will. He wus yreatly
pleaeed in traveling amoung this people
to ind how richly God was blessing
them, especialliy iu epirituui mattere.
It waseard in some quariers thatthe
Hainte are graduslly dritting away from
the old Jove which inspired their
nearts formerly and brought. them

1nte such close communion with the

Liord vur (Rod. There were uoubtless
many oases of inie kind~—too many
constdering the day in which we live
and the momentous events which bie
before the people. But he was thank.
ful to kuow, and to bear hie testimony,
that the vast majority of tne Latter-day
Sainte were piflving (o live their
religion and in pussession of the Holy
Spirit. Bul he realized aleo that
there was etili moach roum for
improvement, &nd never hefgre
hay there been so yreat an eflort made
by the adveraary of our eouls to leau
away the ckildreu of God, to deceive
the people and lead them into darkness,
a8 at the present uay. The speaker
warned his hearers 1o beware ot the
falpe docliines apu lyipg etatements
of those whu were golng &ahroau
among mankind, We might be su.e
Ly the testimony wiihin us, if we lived
1aithful to the covenanle musde with

Gou, that when Christ came
agal+» we should know Him; tuee
wiuld be oo oeed then lor

men to tell us thut He had agalon come
to the earth, Elder Connon offered
some good couneel tothe young in this
regard, and referred to the signs which
bad aud Would nccompany those who
belleved, It was fashionable nowadaye
for some men to ridicule those who
prayed to Gou. Infldels made light ot
the supplicatione which were offered to
the Tnrone of Grace; but we might rest
ugeured that Goa alwuye gave to
those who sought Him in prayer
the things which would ve for our good,
The subject of faith was toughed upon,
and jllustrations were given to show
how the Liord, to tesch us sowe divine

lesgon, eometimes tested @e to the jt-
termost by eendiog sflictione which
we seemed hardiy able to en-
dure, The speaker iestified that the
Lord wae near unto uz; He heard and
anewered our prayera and gave to His
children who served Him faithfuily
and esougnt Him contiouslly those
blessinge which would ve for
their temporal 8ae well a8 their
eternal happineess, He admonished
the young to eeek Him while he was
near, for there were Lroblea coming
upon the earth which wouli try the
souls of all mep; and those who leaned
upon the teetimonies of others inetead
of depending upon their own (aith and
works leant upon B broken reed. Inp
conclusion Elder Cannon prayed that
the peage and bleselogs of God wmight
rest upou sll present durlng thia’
Conference,

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL

wase the next epenker., He said it was
a matter of cougratulation that we
had with us the First Presidency, ahd
that we had heard the voice of Brother
Woodiufl, who was s0 much beloved
by the Baints. We were fortunate in
having » part in this glorioue work in
the Lord. It was pol hepeseary that
ably member of the Church should be
in the dJdark, KEagh could have a testi-
miony concerning the divine mission
of Joseph Bmith for himeelf, We had
seen s0me personeoccasionally who pre-
sumed to have revelation to direct
others. ‘We had seen men arlse up in
the rankes of the Baints with a feellng
in theit hearts thet they were ot more
thap usual importance and had tne
right, in certain inetances, to direct
the atfaire of the Choreh, Bat senei-
ble and thiuking people looked upon
that ciaes with pity, The Lord oad
Hie work organizey, Hie servants ap.
poititey to labor tn the various caliings
of the Cburch and each had his al-
lotted place. The teaining of the young
in the work ot the Goepel was dwelt
upon, and examples oited for thefr
guldunce, We wanted, he paid, Lo see
our young men vaeliant o the cause of
God, willlng when calied upon to go
forth and proclaim the Gospel tidings
without excuse or hindraoce, We
sbould teach our children the pripci-
ples of the (Gospel aa fast as they were
capahle of comprehending thew; hero
a littie and there a lirtle ae ihe oppor-

tupnity presented itself. He kpew
thero was a feeling in the midst
of the Latter-day Baivls in  some

directiones, on the part of paren(s—now
extensive he uid not pretend to say—
that in regard to baptisoy tbelr chil-
drep should he jeft alone wnti) they,
arrived at malurer yeare, apnd Lthat they
might then Jndge of the malter and
what they wished tu Jdo for themeselves,



