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I1 AM veryvory much gratified for thothe
privilege of coming to this place to
seosee the faces of thetho saints to speak
to them and to greetgreot them as a
brother and a fiend if wowe could
see and understand things as they
are if we could have the vailvall with-
drawn from our eyes and behold
the things of eternity and the con-
nection and relationship that we
sustain to the eternal worlds and
to heavenly things our minds
would be very much inspired to
speak sing pray listen attentive-
ly1 meditate upon and contemplateITtthe wonderful things of god A
great deal is said to the latter day
saints concerning our religion
which does in reality incorporate
and circumscribe the whole life of
man we need teaching we are
like children althwith regard to learn-
ing if we could understand the
effectseffect of the fallfali or of sin upon in-
telligencetelligence we would see that its
tonttenttendencylency is downward that it is
retrograde in its nature the
things pertaining to ildolife are of the
opposite chcharacterameter they are exalt-
ing increasing multiplying gain-
ing receiving a little here and a
little there our minds and under-
standings expanding by that which
wowe learn by reading by the seeing
of the eye and tiaothe hearing of the
ear

the bible the book of marmon
and the revelations which the lord
has given to his people in the latter
days contain a great deal about the
kingdom of god on the earthoarth wowe
have also histories of the kingdoms
established by the children of men
from these we learn that a great
many changes have taken place
owing to the revolutions that have
occurred in the past and which are
still in progress from our own
conclusions on these matters there is
one fact of which wowe are sensible
and understand to a certainty
namely that purity preserves sus-
tains and increases while sin and
igignoranceno ncenee in allnil11 thetheirtheinr orrid forms
hahave just the opposite eeffectact we
neeneedd onienionly loolook at the nations of
ththeeartathee earthrth for confairconfirmationatlon of these
ideas we need not go flnarfarar we
may look at the aborigines of our
own country Wwhyby are theythoy in their
present condition there are rea

for this they just as much as
we belong to the lumanhuman family
the highest class ofintelligence there
iss upon the face of the earth why
are they in their present degodadegrada-
tion we see them as they
are we see the nations as they
are take the jewish nation why
are they as they are Is there a
cause for it there certainly is
we have had a short account from
brother george A smith about the
land of their fathers we can draw
our own conclusions as to the causes
which have brought about thetho pre-
sent

re-
sent condition of that land andany of
the descendants of the ancient wor-
thies to whom it was given inthein the
nations of the earth at the present
day we see imbecility slothfulness
and I1 will say ignorance with all
its attendant crimes and debauch-
ery prevailing among the masses
of tiletiie people there is a reason for
all this the timotime was when na-
tions now unknown which once
flourished upon the eastern conti-
nent were intelligent and full of
the spirit of ehrittthrift and industry
who can tell us why they
hatohave passed away and armare forgot-
ten brother george A told us
this morning that the place
where the great city of Bababylonbyln
stood or where it is supposed to
have stood is now an inaccessible
swamp aniandand a desert where is the

nation we know no-
thing about itIL where are the na-
tions of israel wo hardly know
anything about them with the ex-
ception of the tribe of judah and
the half tribe of benjamin which
remain scattered among the nations
of the earth desolate and forlorn
they have been hunted down with
dogslog and the time has been when
it was perfectly lawful in some na-
tions for every christianchristian child who
was disposed to do so to stone a jew
while passing through the streets
and it is not long since they were
not permitted to own a foot of land
in any of the gentile nations this
is not so now but what was the
cause of all this their history is
not lost neither are they and the
Ssimpio reason they are not is be-
causeaau e they worewere the ehochochosenen of thothe

lord they were to bobe held in re-
membrancemembrance by our heavenly father
A remnant of the coplepeople of israel
are to hebe saved anand they will yet
be gathered together but other
nations thatthab existed before the
flood and many before the days of
jesus where are they who knows
anything about them they are
lost as far as history is concerned
and many people since the days of
the savior have been blotted from
the remembrance of man

here are a people dwelling in these
mountains who profess to be the
saints of the mostblest high the be-
loved of the lord they have re-
ceived his priesthood and its keys
the keys of government and the
plan of the government of the hea-
venly hosts asmg far as man is capa-
ble of receiving this divine celes-
tial and holy law when we con-
template the course of the latter
day saints we are almost led to in-
quire what will be their future his-
tory it Is true that we have hopes
diffdifferenterentbrent from those who have lived
before us but let this people call-
ed latter day saints be blessed for
twenty years to come as they have
been fWfor twenty yearsears past and the
lord not take akemthem in hand but
let them take theirthey own course as
they have done and as they are
now doing although we consider
ourselves quite obedient and wil-
linglin and we like to know the mind
andang will of the lord but let us I1
say go oilon for twenty years to come
in the same ratio as for twenty
years pastput and who among us
would hearken to the counsel ofor
god let the old stock those
who have lived in babylon
and who havellave had their trials
in the wicked world pass away
let them bobe taken out of thethie
midst of the latter day saints and
the young growth that know no-
thingyoung

of tthelielle world be left to them-
selves to follow the ofor
their own wills and what would
be their condition would we not
see babylon to perfection would
we not have all that the wicked
world could desire in our midst and
we delighting therein think of
thistilis and draw your own conclu-
sions still we say without boast-
ing a bit that we are the best peo-
ple there is this is my decision
I1 say that we are the best people
there is upon the earth and we
have nothing to boast of not the
least in the world who is theretheme
that hearkensarkenshe to the will of god or
heeds his voice who is there on
the face of the whole earth outside
of this people who know the mind
and will of godor that seek to do his
will it may be said that the whole
christian world are trying to serve
the lord it is true thatthai many of
them confess him with their
mouths and draw near to him
with their lips but what is their
true condition are their hearts
bentberit on doing thothe will of the lord
or are they far from him suppose
that peter whom the christian
world think so much of and whose
history is contained in the bible or
james forjohnor john or eithercither one of the
eight who have written and testifi-
ed to the new testament or either
one of the twelve apostles chosen
by the savior or jesus himself
were to come to the christian
world and were to go into their
synagogues or into the places of
worship they have erected and
which they call after st james st
mark stSL paul or st peter do you
think that any of these personages
would be permitted to proclaim
their doctrines in those buildings
no not one and if there were a
priest or divine who after hearing
the doctrine of jesus proclaimed
should say 1I see no harm in this
doctrine it is bible doctrine the
majority of the people would say

we do not want you for our pub-
lic servant ifyou permit this man
to enter the pulpit and proclaim
his doctrine this is all the proof
necessary that they would not re-
ceive jesus and his apostles in this
day with all their boasted profes-
sions of love for his name anandana doc-
trine if they would receive jesus
they would receive anan elder of this
church when sent to preach the
gospel to themithem if they had been
willing to receive an apostle of je-
sus christ they would have receiv-
ed your humble servant but this
we need not talk about

what willwin be the history of the
nations of the earth now existing
just as fast as time and circum-
stances will permit they will be
blotted out of existence and will
be forgotten and known no more
on the face of the earth this
would bobe the famefate of the latter daydg
saints if they were to persist inin
following thothe inclinations of their
own hearts for according to

that which they now makemawe mani-
fest pride arrogance and covet-
ousness aroare increasing in their
midst and any people or nation
that gives way to these evils cur-
tails the measure of its existence
and will soon be blotted out and
will be known no more for everover
can we believe all this readbead thetiie
history of the world and youou will
find that when god has assedblessed a1
people and placed his name upon
them and they afterwards became
disobedient the whole catalogue of
curses pronounced by him upon
his unworthy children havellave come
upon them and they have been
blotted out those who do not
profess to know anything of the
lord are far better offoft than we are
unless we live our religion for we
who know our 11astersmasters will and
do it not will be beaten with many
stripes while they who do not
know the masters will and do it
not will be beaten with few stripes
this is perfectly reasonable vewe
cannot chastise a child for doing
that which is contrary to our willswill9
if he knows no betterbelter but when
our children are taught better andarid
know what is required of them if
they then rebel of coucourse they ex-
pect to be chastised andaudazez it is per-
fectly right that they should be

brother george A gave us a lit-
tle this morning with regard to the
law of tithing what wswits the
musecause of the first or of one of the
first curses that came upon israel
I1 will tell you one of the firstfinst
transgressionstransgression of the family called
israel was their going to other
families or other natinationsolys to teleet
partners this was one efof the
great mistakes made by the child-
ren of abraham isaac and jacob
for they would go and marry with
other famil legleq although the lord
had forbidden them to do so and
had given them a very strict and
stringent law on the subject he
commanded them not to marry
among the gentiles but they did
and wouldwoula do it inasmuch asws they
would not do what hohe required of
them then he gave them what
I1 call a portion of tilethe law of
carnal commandments this law
told them whom they might and
whom they might not marry
it was referred to bby the
savior and his apostles and
and it was a grievous yoke to place
on the necks of any people but as
the children of this family would
run after babylon and after the
pride and the vanity and evils of
the world aridand seek to introduce
them into israel the lord saw fit to
place this burden upon them and
another great neglect and
ment loflot the law of god by the
children of israel was in relation to
their tithes and offerings thelahthe law
of tithing was revealed in very
early times to the people of god
but they failed to observe it and
the prophets whom god sent to
israel declared that they had tntrans-
gressed

ns
the lawflaw changed the ordi-

nances and broken the everlasting
covenant covenants were made
with abraham isaac and jacob
but their descendants broke them
they would not observe but tasey
would transgress thetiie laws which
god gave unto them and they con-
tinued to do BOso down to the days of
Malamaiamalachicillclil the lord through this
prophet declared ththisIs whole na-
tion have robbed me I1 also de-
clare that this whole people called
the latter day saints are guilty of
the same sin they have robbed
the lord in their tithes and in their
offerings what would the people
like do they want to enow what
is done with the tithing if the
lord requires one tenth of my abil-
ity to bsbe devoted to building tem-
ples meeting house school househouses
to schooling our children gathergallier
ing the poor from thetile nations of the
earth bringing home the aged
lame hallandhalthait and blind and building
houses for them to live in that
they may be comfortable when
they reach zion and to sustaining
the priesthood it is not my prpre-
rogative to question the authority
of the almighty in this nor of his
servants wh-owho have charge of it it
I1 am required to pay my tithing
it is my duty to pay it if the
question is asked brother
brigham dodoudo you pay yoursour tithing
I1 can answer with all propriety in
the negative I1 have nevernover paid
my tithing and if I1 turn to the
right left front and rear I1 shallshail
seek in vain for a man in tillsthis
church who has paid his tithing
strictly there is no man whowiio hahai
paid his tithing I1 have watched
the thing closely anaani according to
my understanding of the literal
meaning spirit and intent cf the
termIamam compelled to come to tbthe0
conclusion that there is not a man

or woman in this church who hasbas
udpaid his or her tithing and I1 do not
knownow of an individual in this
church who has means enough to
pay his back tithingg if it were re-
quired of him I1 have not it would
require more means than I1 have
now in mypossession for me to do
it perhaps I1 may be asked what is
my excuse I1 do not know that I1
have any I1 can eaysay that in the
days of joseph when my circum-
stances were very straitened I1
never had one dollar
fifty cents or twenty nivefive centscente but
what if it were wanted it went as
free as a cup of water from a wewellweil1
joseph was welcome to it was I1
tried in thi yes for many and
many has been the time in my
poverty when if I1 had a dollar or
niftyfiftyy cents in my possessionposse islon I1 have
thothought 1I can buy a pint or a
half pint of molasses for my chil-
dren to sop their bread in but it
was called for and it went as free
as the water of the river here would
be to a thirsty person and as for
my time from the day that I1 en-
tered this church until now I1 have
paid no attention to any business
except that of building up this
kingdom the question may be
asked do you not attend to your
own private affairs and businessyes when I1 can but I1 do not know
that I1 have ever spent one minute
in attending to business belonging
to brigham young

1 when the busbua
inessidess of the churchchure1i andarid kingdom of
god on the earth required his at-
tention yet I1 would not say that
this lsisis14 any excuse frf r not strictly
paying my tithing I1 haye paid a
great deal of tithing more perhaps
thauthan any other man or any other
ten men who were ever inin the
church audand yet my tithinggr is not
paid but I1 pay tithing and
when the grain upon my farm is
ripened or the cattle upon it are
matured I1 say to my men belfiureBe fiure
and pay the tithing on whatever
we have raised but in some in-
stances I1 have found that it was
neglected

suppose we were to say to this
people willvill you pay a little ti til-
ing yes we will pay a little
tithing ilowhow much would you
be willing to pay will you pay
one dollar to a thousand that you
owe of back tithing if you will
we shallshail almost have more than we
know what to do with if you pay
uptip a little of this back tithing I1
am going to make a piopropositionposition
take the people of this one valley
and they are far better able to
build a temple than the whole of
the saints were when they lived in
the eastern states the saints did
not begin to be as able to build a
temple then as the people of this
single valley are now myaly propo-
sition isiss if you will go to work and
pay uplip some of your back tithing
we will build a temple up here on
the hill we can select a beautiful
site for one there we calculate to
build many temples and we will
have one here if you agree0 tolo my
proposition

if we had a few score thousands
of dollars now we should like to
send for the poor I1 am sent to
from this town mendonendonA hyrum
wellsville and from almost every
settlement in these mountains by
parties who have friends in the old
country saying brother brig-
ham can you send for my friends
I1 will sendfenda a hundred dollars will
you put four hundred to that and
send for my friends there are only
five of them this may appear
strange but people dwelling in al-
most every town in this territory 3
are beseeching me continually to
send for their friendsfriend I1 tell thommthorn
I1 willtwill send for all I1 can eygenemy gene-
ral practice has been to pay two
thousand dollars a year to help the
poor I1 gave only one thousand
this year but if the people every
ycyearwill give in proportion to what
I1I1 give wewo eancan bring the scattered
saints here by scores of thousands
I1 do not ask the latter day saints
to do that which I1 do not do I1
mevernever did and as old as I1 am now
I1 expect that if I1 should see a wa-
gon in the mud my abshoulder would
be first to the wheel to lift it out
when money goods or time has
been wanted to help to roll forth
the work I1 have taken the lead all
thetho time and midpaid come breth-
ren doasdo as I1 do

but with regard to tithing this
people will be cursed unless they
stop their nonsense unless they
ccasecease running after the fashions
aiandid folly of babylon and put as
tithing that means which is use-
lessly spent how long would it
take the lord to cause the waters
of every stream that runs into this
valley to sink down into the earth
and to make thoth walleyvalleyvallvali loviov as dry as

the holy land Is todayto day atwouldit would
take him but a very short time
he could open up the veins ofdf thothe
earth the earth lais full of them
and it would want only a little
change to open them and cause
the water of every stream in this
valley to sink deep into the bowels
of the earth how long would it
take him to pass his word and for
his angels to come herghero and say to
tilethe clouds gather no more mois-
ture to shed forth the dews and the
rains on the face of the earth all
hohe would have to do would be to
send an angel to perform a little
meteorological and cheinchemicallalial change
and the clouds would gather no
more moisture and no more minrain
would fall oworr the earth where
would your trees be then what
would become of your gardens
what would become of the forage
on the mountains that our cattle
and sheep feed upon it would be
dried up become dust and be blown
into some other country and the
rocks would be left bare as they
are in some of the easterncastern landslauds
all this could be done very easily
now we are in plenty in the very
heart of the luxuries of the world
there is no place in the world
where they are enjoyed in greater
profusion than they are here go
into boasted azfrancefrancoaneeance with its forty
millions of people and out of this
largelargo number not moremor ethanthan eight
millions enjoy the luauluxuryry of eating
meat thirty two millions out of
the forty it is said never taste it
from years end to years end go
into italy and aetaelae proportion of
those who never taste meat is far
greater than it is in france com-
pare the condition of the people in
some of the german states and in
any nation on the face ofor the earth
that we know anything about withwilh
that of the people in this territory
and I1 will saypay that the people jotof

1these mountains wallow and revelbevlel
in luxury wealth and indepen-
dence more than any other people
on the face of the earth and yet
we have not a dollar to pay tittithinghingl
we have to pay the public hands
now a certain proportion of money
and store pay which is money
but ask the people to pay us allalia littleatle
money tithing and they tell us
we got any the cry

from cache valley is we have no
money it is not so I1 will ven-
ture to say that if a fninefineno circus were
to come into this town and stay
four night they would take away
from nivefive to ten thousand dollars in
cash and go to the next town it
would be the same I1 am now
telling the hard side of the ques-
tion paltpalipalmingpairinging the evil side otof the
latter day saints I1 recollect a
fewrew years ago there was a fine
circus came to salt lake city I1
took it into my headbead a few days
before it arrived tofo say to some of
the bishops can you raise us so
much money on tithing can not
you pay something bishop said
one 1I have not a dollar in the
world I1 would meet another and
ask him the same question and I1
asked chemin a way that they would
not mistrust me but they could not
raise a dollar andarid I1 suppose that
they would have been willing to
have laid their hands on the bible
and sworn that they hadbad not a dol-
lar in the world antheun the day when
the circus came on to the eighth
ward square I1 took the liberty of
going there and I1 watched who
came and I1 found that some of
tiietilethesee very men who said that they
had not a dollar in the world paid
out ten fifteen twenty and
twenty five dollars to let their
families into that circus they
lied before god holy angels
and the whole heavens be-
fore the servants of god and unless
they repent they will have their
portion in hellhall you need not
wonder to see men apostatizing
who have been in tilethe church thirty
or thirty nivefive years they have
been in the habit of lying to god
to angels to themselves and to
their holy relrolreligionlgonigon ask them for
a little tithing and their answer is

no we haveaveavo not anything
what do you supgupsuppose the lord
thinks about such men he thinks
they will have their portion with
the disobedient this is the un-
favorable side of the picture notrot
but what there is a great mangandmanyandyand
in fact the greater portion of thisthia
people if they can know thothe mind
and will of god will do itIL they
are told it from day to day and
from time to time on a great many
subjects both herebero and ththrough-
out all thetile settlements of the saints
we have preached the word of
wisdom and the necessity of lettlottletting1119lill
the fashions of the world nione
we give you thetile truth of heaven
ou the subject wowe pax it toth yuuyda


