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TUBTHE ANTI N PLANK

IT was to be expected that the chicago
convention would make some refer-
ence to the mormon question as
that would be in line with the policy
of0 the republican party we do not
think however that the ambiguous
andaad erroneous utterancesutter ancey in the plat-
form of 88 will prove satisfactory to
the radical and fanatical elementelement
which fosters and feeds on inflam-
matory matter and the most extreme

add rabid expressions
the statement that the mormon

church has exercised in the past any
political power which can be con-
strued as a menace to free insti-
tutionstutions is entirely untrue aridand
oleuven itif itft were correct it
hasboa no bearing uponapon living issues
biery voter wherever the I1 mormon I1

church basanyhas any influence is perfectly
treefree in the exercise of the franchise so
far as that church is concerned and
abe language employed to convey a
different impression is nothing but
emptyempaft sound

aado legislation asserting the sev
of the nation in all the territ-

ories where the same is questioned 11

tthatt iss the weakest kindbind oi01 flabby ver-
biageb age the sovereignty of the na-
tion in all things national as defined
lain the constitution is not questioned
either in the states or the territories
and it zerequiresquires no legislation to as-
sort

as-
sert it utah recognizes that sover-
eignty as much as any other territoryTerri tor y
at least

legislation is anywhere
in this country that we know of to
divorce the political from the ecclesecclesi-
astical power there is noDO

between them therefore there can tiebe
nolao divorce but if such a union ex-
isted and it could be divorced by leg-
islation which is by no means clear
what effect that would have upon

is not apparent to the naked
eye

it is evident that the framers of this
plank in the chicago platform did not
understand the timber they handled
nor the shape it was required
to be put into they were
notno familiar with the matter and their
manner at treating it exhibits remark-
able lack of skill however except
lor the erroneous references to the
mormon church in which they have
indulged we have no disposition or
reason to be displeased with them
tikete faultfindingfault finding iai more likely to
domecome from the anti mormon faction

the irrepressible exterminators

A PROPER OBLEcelebrationBRATION

city council decided on tuesday
night to contribute three hundred dol-
lars towards the expenses ofef a public
adcelebrationtion of the anniversary of na-
tional independence we believe in
iktheseise gatherings of0 the people as a
means of promoting patriotism and of
educating the masses in the doctrines
of treefree government cewillwe will endorse
imywaff fraternal movement that has for
itait object a fourth of july cel-
ebrationebration which shall unite allowesclasses in honor of the day that
brought liberty to the nation if sec-
tional feelings and expressions are to
tebe entilentirelyrely excluded

whileyelle we have very decided opinions
on certai it matters religious and pout
lealical we desire to recognize the fact
thattha other people may honestly enter-
tain views eaentirely opposite from
those we cherish and that they have
an equal right with us to the holding
andiW expression thereof we have no
wasl to muzzle free speech nor to
force our convictions upon others in
guyany way but we think that on a day
like the glorious fourth all lovers
of theirpir country and admirers of its in-
stitutionsions can afford to sink individual
dissensions and stand together on the
broad platform of human rights po-
litical equality and universaluniversaI1 love of
liberty

it there is to be a popular and not a
classcakss celdcelebrationbration there should be no

ous distinctions in the forma-
tion of committees the choice of

eracers or any of the arrangements
be day no mans religion or pol-

iticses should bebee taken into account in
thea preliminaries but only hisbis fitness
lorfor the post to be filled and in sound-
ing the praises of our republic and
civigivingg honor to icvit chief founders sup
vorportersrs and defenders no references
ought to be made to topics and inci-
dents calculated to wound insult or
disparage any class or any citizen
the object should betobeltobe to amalgamatemate
not divide to fraternize not offend to
soften asperitiesasperities to break down tuetae

wallswalis of separation that promote clauclan
ni and to foster that splendid
spirit that inspired the declaration of
independence

if there is a daydav in the year whenwen
citizens of the united statesState of dif-
fering views and sentiments on
any question should meet each
other halfwayhalf way and be silent on
subjects about which they have
nnot0 t yet learned to agree it is the
anniversaryn niv ebsaryersary of the birth otof the nation
which is to be the evangel to the world
of the doctrines of popular govern
ment and the exemplar of the grand
truths that all men are born politically
equal and that all rightful government
proceeds from those who are gov-
erned let us have a celebration that
will be worthy of the day and will
leaveeave neither a reproach nor a leeret

IN GOOD COMPANY

GOVERNOR GRAY of indiana lost the
nomination which he coveted for vice
president of the united states the

old roman and the red bandanna
were too much lorfor him slsinceince his de-
feat his enemies have continued to as-
sail him and give reasons why the st
Llouis convention did a wise
thingth I1ng in dropping his name
among them is a disclosure
made by col maynard the former
superintendent of printing of bis
State wittiwith whom hebe has had a quarrel
to the effect that a number of addresses
and documents supposed to be gov-
ernor grays were written by the 01col-
onel

ol
for which the governor paid him

in all
itif this is to be urged against the in-

diana executive what prominent pub-
lic man will be free from reproach
it is well known that most of the writ-
ten speeches which burden the pages
of that lively periodical the congres-
sional record and of the brilliant ices
sagesages with which presidents and gov-
ernors and other officials enlighten the
country are the work of comparative
ly obscure individuals and are paid forfar
by the papagege when they are paid for at
avan

speeches on any public question can
be bought at the seat of government
at reasonable rates as sermons can in

i the large cities of the world and many
a proud statesman and grandiloquent
preacher has gained popular applause
for the brain product of some poor
private secretary or unknown scribe
who writes for a bare living

it col maynard furnished governor
gray with certain matter at a stipu-
latedI1 price and received his pay what
has he to complain of he should
think himself lucky that he has re-
ceived compensation and that the gray
matter of his brain has not been
worked for nothing the governor of
indiana is in good company and hisbis
enemies must be reduced to small re
so arces for missiles to fling at him if
they can do no better than this
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SOMETHING TO REMEMBER

THE platform of the republican party
is18 a much more length document and
attempts to deal with many more
questions than the democratic plat-
form it is a politic and cunningly
devised appeal to the prejudices and
desires of people inindifferentdifferent localities
and is a desperate effort of a waning
party to obtain a new lease of life

we do not intend to review it in de-
tail it is of course outspoken in
favor of protection and denunciatory
of the administration indeed it is
chiefly composed against
the party in power rodcad extreme criti-
cisms of democratic doings and policy
it offers a sop to placate many fac-
tions and spreads many sp to
eatencaten political woodcocks

there are some expressions in it
which are new to republican utter-
ances it speaks of devotion to the
personal rights and liberties of citi-
zens in all the states and territories of
the union andandl especially in the su-
preme and sovereign right otof every
lawful citizen rich or poor native or
foreign born white or black to cast
one free ballot in public elections and
to have that ballot counted ILhoww
does this comport with the doctrine
advocated by many republicans and
made practical in special legislation
against utah that every political right
in a territory is conferred by congress
and mav be taken away by that body
at will let it be remembered that
the republicanRepublicun party now announces
as one of the principles to which it
pledges unswerving devotion the
I1 supreme and sovereign right of every
lawful citizen in the territories as
well as the states to cast one treefree
ballot in public elections and to have
that ballot counted 11

further let it be noted that the re-
publican partyparty declares that the
government atthe territories by con-
gress is based upon necessity the
end that they may become states in the
union and that the people of such
territories those havingbaying the neces-
sary conditions should be permitted
as a right inherent in them to form for
themselves constitutions and state
governments and be admitted into the
union these inherent and supreme
and sovereign rights belong to the
people in the territories and are not
conferred by congress or any other
national authority

also the republican party contrary
to its practices heretofore now com

dinits itself to the policy that pend-
ing the preparations torfor state-
hood all officers thereof should
be selected from the bonubona fide
residents of the territory wherein
I1 hey are to serve this is quite re

I1 coming from that source and
will do LO0 lay by for future referenceretereuce

somewhat contradictory of the doedoc
trine contained in abse utterancesutterancesisis
the declaration that bills in the sen-
ate for aacts to enable the people otof
washingtongron north dakota and mon-
tana territories to form constitutions

I1I1 and establish state governments
should be passed without unnecessary
delay 11 if they possess themthe inherent
right1 in themselvesthorny elves to dodorthisthis why
should acts of congress be passed to

permit and enable them to do it
there is no such territory as
north dakota for which an act

is recommended to enible it to
exercise an inherent right nor is
there any such territory as south
dakota which the platform decladeclaresres
should of right be immediately ad-
mitted as a state in the union 11 thearraignment therefore ot the demo-
crats who have opposed this division
of dakota is simply claptrapclap trap the
special reference to utah has already
been noticed tain these columns

there are many points in the plat-
form which will commend themthemselvesthemselvesselVe
to voters who regard their local inter-
ests as of paramount importance su-
perior to the welfare of the nation as a
whole and its unanimous adoption by
the convention stamps it with the au-
thority of the great organization the
sentiments of which it speaks with no
uncertain tones we commend its
territorial doctrine to the considera-
tion of all people in thetee political de-
pendenciescies which have heretofore been
viewed and treated as the property
of the united states

WHY DAKOTA IS18 NOT A STATE

tim recognitioncognitionle of dakotas tentea dele-
gates to the chicago convention as
though the territory they represent
were admitted into the union is sig-
nificantant of what the republicans in-
tend to claimalaisa during the presidential
campaign asag democratic obstruction
to statehood for dakota

no one whatever may be hishia poli-
ties

poli-
tics eidisputesspates the eligibility of the
largest of the territoriesrips to the dignity
and rights of a sovereign state that
she hashai sufficient population wealth
resources intelligence provisions for
popular education and capabilities for
expandexpansionsion into a magnificent common
wealth cannot be questioned what
then Is the actual reason why she is
sotnot admitadmittedled into the union without
delay

the obstruction is wholly political
that is to say it is a party dispute
itft is far reaching in its consequences
anandd relates to national more than local
affairs it is certain that dakota is13
republican in politics the vote of
the whole people there if taken to-
day would undoubtedly prove this
the admission of dakota then would
ad I1 two republican Senksenatorstors to the
upper housebouse of congress it is popu-
larly supposed that the democrats
frofor this reason are opposed to the ad-
missionmasion of dakota and that it Is by
their obstruction that that territorydry is
kept in political bondage but this is
not true an enabling act furfor the ad-
mission of dakota has been introduced
hvby senator butler a democrat of the
democrats it is taeme republicans
who oppose this and therefore they
are the real obstructionists while
they lay the blame for political effect
upon their opponents the object in
this cancaa be readily explained

the republicans havhavaI1 bare ma-
jority in the united amesstates senate
this however gives them the control
in appointments requiring the consent
of the senate to presidential nomina-
tions and enables them to block lealslegis-
lation by the democratic house of
Rrepresentatives the addition of two
Rrepublican senators through the ad-
mission of dakota could be easily
offset bv the admission of another
state of opposite politics it is abot
probable that avyapy single territory wilf
be endowed with the powers of state-
hood those dependencies of the na-
tion will most likely be redeemed in
pairs a republican territory with a
democratic territory so the
laicans have determined that dakota
shall be divided into two states which
will give them four senators and per-
haps five representatives and thus
continue their holdfield onen the senate and
reduce the democratic majority in the
house

that is the republican scheme that
is the barrier in the way of dakotas
statehood the democrats are will-
ing to admit dakota as a whole as
witness the enabling act in the senate
and the omnibus bill in the house
which leads with the name of dakota
the republicans are not willing to ac-
cept this but insist on making two
states out of the territory between
the two party stools dakota sits upon
the ground where she is likely to stay
for the present at least

perhaps the controversy would
soon be decided if dakota poli-
ticians were united among them j

selves on this question but they
are not one faction is in favor
of ditridivisionsion another is for unity
each have held conventions and both
have sent delegates to present their
views to congress internal discus-
sion thus works with congressional
opposition and the result is the ex-
clusion from the union of a large and
prosperous commonwealth bavihavingag all

the essential qualifications torfor treefree and
constitutional government

arguments no doubt can be wqderoide on
either side of thistais question dakota
coverscover a very large area amply suffi-
cient for two separate states but so
does texas and the plan adopted in
the ad missionadmission of that state could he
followed in reference to dakota it
was stipulated in her enabling setact that
texas should be divided into four
states whenever Congre aniand
the people of the state should
sot determine dakota could be
admitted with a similar understand-
ing statehood tois not a question of
area there is no rule asan to acreage
as a qualification rhode island can-
not be compared with pennsylvania
nor new jersey with kansas size is
not a tenable objection

during the campaign theuthea wa may
expect to hear dakens shouted each
other by opopposingosing orators amach to seeff e
her play ck between the
republican and democratic battle
dores but it is very clear that if it

not for the republican opposi-
tion to the admission of dakota as one
state of the union the way would
have been opened for her admission
soon after the presidential elec-
tion neither partypany desired to
change the present number of
states before that event because of
the effect it would have upon the
electoral college in which each state
hashail the sanieflame number of votes as of
representatives in congress

this will explain the situsituationadon to
those who bave not examined the
matter closely and will show howbow
much truth there is in the republican
charge that dakota is kept out of the
union by factious and party oppos-
ition4 ion on the part of democrats inin the
national legislature

r
THE ERRORS OF INGERSOLL
THAT eloquent and witty pagan robert
0 ingersollIngeraoU has a characteristic reply
to the christian statesman W E
gladstone in the junejaae number of the

adminhI1 american review abile it may
some satisfaction and further

objections to carping critics of the
bible it is not likely to remove con-
viction from the mind of wayany true be-
liever in god or weaken devotiondevot ioninin any
really religious soul to persons hhalt-
ing

alt
between two opinions it will fur-

nish quibbles and catch queries whichw aich
gift auzle theologians and give ex-
cuse to skeptics at the same time the
tellin blows aimed at wwhatha t ingersoll
callscalle christianity and what hebe asassertsaerts
to be religion will do good in break-
ing down apters that men have made
and and in destroying
creeds which have nothing christian
about them but the name

herein iii i both the weakness and the
strength of IneerInger arguments ifff
such they maybemay be called toro a large
degree they are but clever interroga-
tions sometimes they are mere asser-
tions often they are palpable errors
but wherein they are strong in ridi-
cule or refutation of sectarian dog-
mas they are weak as to their appli-
cation totd the religionseror christ forthe doctrines of the c are the in-
ventionsventions orat deductions of men while
the principles taught by christ bear
the stamp of divinity and have exer-
cised an influence oxof more than humanpower

he speaks of vicarious virtue and
vicarious vice of natural depravi-

tyI1 everlasting torment lorfor unbelief
the salvation of a few and the eternal
loss of toethe many the indissolubility of
marriage and other comparatively
modern notions as though these were
principles of the christian faithrehy alludes to the torture of heretics

the violence of mobs and the whirl
winds of war of wit and
of laughter the punishment of men
for opinions anddotheran ather atrocities of
vicious brutal or mistaken men as
chchristianristian doings the result of christ-
ian teachingseach lugs

all this and much more in the samasame
strstrainpLin shoshow that what ingersoll at-
tacks after all is not the religion of
christ butbat the perversions of it which
navehave been made by those who have de
parau drubi me iana andana naveve in-
troduced

n
trod human theories doctrinesdoctrines of
devils and practices condemned bby the
very word and spirit of the founder of

christianity and it is against
these that most of the taking argu-
ments of infidels generally are di-
rectederected while they have no bearing
upon that which the bible declares to
bethe word of the lord thus while
ingersollInger soU and such as hebe successfully
attack the absurdities and crueltiescruel ties of
ecclesiastesecclesiasts and their institutions thetheyy
do not touch the pure and undented
religion ofet christ which they vainly
I1imaginemag ine they are demolishing

another error of ingersollIngersoU is inia
jumping to the conclusion that every
act of some biblical personage or peo-
ple not specially diebdisapprovedproved in theottext was directed of jehovah and
chargeable to deity for instance the
sacrifice of Jepthahshabla daughter the
slaying odtheof the prophets olof bulbaal the
hewing to pieces of agag etc there is
nothing in jhb account of these acts
to prove that they were either rcom-
manded

om
or approved by the almighty

he is also reckless in hisbis assertion
as that in the government ofbf

jehovah death was the penalty for
hundreds of offensesoffen sea I1 includingdiio the
expressionex of an honest thought
boullyonly about a dozen crimes were made

capital in the mosaic code and thaithere
is nothing in the old testament or ue
new that punishesnes
or temporal death thehe belief toin or ut-
terance

it
of an honest opinion aehe

makes jehovah the author of a religion
lain which every temple was a alslaugh-

ter
augh-

ter housebouse and every priest
a butcher when the facts are
that the typical rites directed
under moses were modifications otof tue
sacrificial practices of all the cojacon-
temporary nations audand were stepping
stones to a still moreinore advanced
tern which the Mehebrewsbrews just brought
out olof egyptian bondage were
to grasp and which they hadbad
allally rejected Debecausecause of their ubellefbellef 11 I1

hefie makes much of the death penalty
for idolatry under the law ignoring
the fact that under a theocracy that
offenceoffense was treason and that it com-
prehendedpre endedheaded at that time and withmith the
then surroundings practices both re-
volting to parity aad destructive of
virtue and the social life of thehebrew
nation A fair and reasonable mind
would take into consideration the age
and the conditions when laws were
given for the government 0of a people
and not attempt to criticize them M
though they were for a nation having
thiethe advantages of the growth and propr
grossgress of the nineteenth century

ingersoll thinks it contrary to reason
that an infinitely good and loving 0 d

would drown a world that he hadbad takestaken
no means to civilize to whom heh
had given no bible no gospel here
again Is evidence of hisbis reckless
ness and inaccuracy faults which all
hisbis critics have had occasion to point
out the flood destroyed people for
the most debasing corruptcorruptionsions and
that after they had been preached 19
for a hundred and twenty years noah
was a preachereacher of usBeas
and col breacheryrIngerngerflolla assertion tola basobased
either upon ignorance or misrepresen-
tation so with other of hisbis equally
inaccurate statements and conclusions

his discussion of the questonquasionwhether
shakespeare was intellectually tbtte
greatest of the human raceand
ja or aristotle was the greater
greek has no application to the buderi
arity of the christian religion or the
question of the inspiration of christ
and it does not followfallow that if jesus
was ijinspired shakespeare moham-
med confucius buddha anant otherothe
greatreat windsminds hebe mentions were notavinedivine light waymay flow to any number
of minds according to their capacity to0o
receive ilandit and their influence for gogood
upon the world may be in proproportion
to their power to reflect it may
have moved through all of thetheft
and yet have been manifestamanifesto
more fully in christ than intn
any and it is not truetru that
christianity asserts as ingersolInglugersollersUl
statesstated either that all other religiousreliglona
are entirely false that thiathe prophets
and priests of all others were
tors or that the bible is the only in-
spired book and record of the word of
god some men callingcalala themselves
christian teachers may naveeave claimed
this but neither carlstcarist nor the bible
have said anything of the kind oa
the contrary they botboth proclaim tuetoe
great truth that god enlightensevery
man that cometh into the world 91 and
that every good and perfect gift
proceeds from him who is the aither
of all

ingersoll says the idea that belibeliefI1

is essential to salvation abishis igloivieand merciless dogma acts fai
atrocities of the church 1 lain the ausawna
of common sense which he affects to
worship instead of deity howbow cancaa
any system or principle havhave any
saving power without bbeliefZ in
it he says intelligence the
development of the mind the dis-
coveriescoveriesverles of science the inventions of
genius the cultivation oft the Imimagina-
tion

agIns
through art and music and the

practice ofofvjvirtuetue will redeem the hu
man race these are the saviors of
mankind supposing ahw to be true
of whatva eoddaretheyare they to anyone who
does in them faith is thetha
movi er that leads to intintellieill
eni Pprecedes allail the discoveries

0ofgf ascfenceence tithat stimulates the mind in
every effort who will practice vir-
ture or anything else thatthai doedoes not
firstant believe in itatallall those matthat he calls
the saviors of panmankindkind 11 are com-prehendedended in and congenial to theth
christianity he opposes and are from
the divine being laith in whom must
of necessity be essential to salvation
it is not a merciless nor an I1 igno-
rant I1 dogma and hvhas no more to do
with the crueltiescruel ties of den pretending to
be christians than have the Idisdiscov-
eries

cov
eries of science I1 or the I inventions of
genius all of which have had enthus
lastic jaad bigoted opponents upwellas well
as devoted and persecuted believers

he asserts wita his usual reckless-
ness that it the old testament
proves anything it is that deft ends
all and the newew testament by has-
ingme immortality on the resurrection of
the body but keeps the wordmord otof
aromisepromise to ouroar ear antand breaks
itt in our heart ahboia again
is evidence that he is bof fta su-
perficial reader of the books hebe at-
tempts to explain the dacdoctrinetrine of
the resurrection is plainly taught lain
the old testament and it is not made
the basis of immortality in the new
in both the life of the spirit after the
death of the body Is proclaimed and
itisit is only the immortality of the body
not of the spirit of man that is

basedabased on the resurrection otof the
body

the brilliant adept in the use of0
words takes up considerable space to
establish the irresponsibility of nianman
torfor his opinions hisit arguments ar q

very ingenious adand someisome otbt hlabig


