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guayaquilGuayaquil ecuador march
though the equator cuts ecuador

the bulk of its people have as fine a
M as thosee of any part of the

alobee they aream sky dwellersdellers nine
totenths of them live among the clouds
therere axeare dozens of towns here which

as denver and therearexe twice as high
axze oatitle ranches in the andes sitat an
attitude of feet on about the
latitude of the congo quito has a more
temperateoperateter climate than that of wash-
ington city here at GuavaGuayaquilquil the cli-
mate is that of the tropics in some oftt-ethe andean valleys litt is like an ohio
june all the year around and on manyany
ofat theme peaks the snow never welts

quito is the highest capital city on
aftab it ioin actuated on the roof of the

world it lais more than halfhaaf a mile
haeberher up in the air than the city of
mexicoco and more than a thousand feet
waher than the mount of st bernard
ilithe alps which is the highest point
in europe where men uve all the year
woundaround quito is I1 am told going
backward it is represented as hav
snigine about people it is a ques-
tion whether it has and it had
atsK greatest number over years ago
before the country was discovered by
the spaniardsspandards then it had several
bundredlionUund dredred thousand people who had a
better civilization on the average
sanm ththe masses of ecuador have to-

w there was a town on the siteatte of
ito according to tradition a hundred

years before christ was born and it is
n that a existed there in 1000

Aj pV atahualpa the inca monarch
who was conquered and murdered by
amarropmarro had a palace at quito the rootroof

v vtof which ittaaisaaidt was covered with
aate gold bf the treasures which

tt by the indians at this
time it teis believed that vast quantities
vwewere buried in ecuador

owing to the rainy season I1 have not
been able to make my way to the boua

N oad capital the route tois flooded
theithe madla are now fifteen days in

oming a distance of lesslens than
the citycaty liesiles over the andes in

valley between two ranges and you
ewtiiaL on mules about the precipitous
4ates to reach it in good weather the
afttt may be made in eight days now
tbA mules must wade through the mud
lip to their bellies and in descending
teme of the declivities they sitait down

d slideglide there are here however
ikima people who have lived in quito

my information concerning the
ovyotty will give you an idea of the plaice
ANair att is today quitoefto is about a mile
vadareiffa are it would jutjust cover four
asreWe farms the streets are ladd out at

angles but are very narrow and
feakft such that the man who introduced
w jerstrat rcarriage into the town had to

a dealtpermit to do so just back otof the
lofty toIs the active volcano mount

acha and all about it on the sides
the valley walling ttit in as it were

T someme of the highest peaks of the

andes mount Pi chincha is snow
capped and its peak Is so near quito
that the ice used for making the ice
cream of the caty corneacomes from there
mount PiPlohinchachincha has a chaiter helfhalf a
mile wide at the bottom it tois a mllemile
higheralg her up in the air than mount aetna
and its fires are such that it has been
saldsaid that vesuvius would be a portable
furnace beside it the top of this
mountain can be reached by horses in
a five hours ride from quito stand-
ing on the slope of mount Pichi nohanoba
quito lies in the valleyabelow you it
is a cetty of white adobe two story
houses covered with red tiles the
houses look low arndand squatty and you
seeaee among them a large number of
convents monasteries and churchesfully one fourth of the town is takenup with church establishments andthere are as many priests and nuns to
the square asan you will find in the city
of rome quito has alwaysaiwas been a
great supporter of rome fund its con-
tributions to the Catcasholleholle church have
been so80 many that it has been called
the little mother of the pope
until lately the government of ecua-

dor has been largely a union of churchand state and today the priests have
great influence catholicism is the on-
ly religion of the country and by
catholicism I1 do not mean the liberal
religion of archbishopsArch bishops ireland and
GAbgibbonsbons but the spanish catholicism
which is as bad almost as that of thedays of the inquisition and of the mid-
dle ages ecuador isin you know
nominally a republic but voters must
belong to the church and must be
able to read and write not more than
one tenth of the people can do the lat-ter so the educated whites practically
control the elections I1 should rather
say that the officials control them and
that there is no such thing imAS a fair
election in ecuador the land tois one
of revolutions the present president
eton alfaro has been a revolutionist
all his life and has at last gotten into
power he has had a number of nar
row escapes some of which captain
power the commcommanderamder of one of th
little ecuadorian men of war has desdea
scribedascribed to me at one time when
power was with alfaro his boat was
captured by the enemy and alfaro
escaped by swimming to the shore onoh
a barrel and at another time he lived
torfor weeks in the wilds of ecuador and
colombia hunted by the state troops
president altaroalfaro has limited somewhat
the power of the priests although I1
am told that he isin afraid of them he
is progressive in his vieviews and he abi
very desirous that foreign capital
should cornicome to ecuador and develop it
the president lives at quito he hhas
a salary of lucressucres or about

a year and his term of office
is torfor tounfoun years he has a cabinet
one of the ministers of which repre-
sents the church in addition to the
president the government consists ot0
a congress a system of courts and of
governors of the various provinces
who are appointed by the president
and may be removed by him

ecuador hasham a veryvery small national

debt and its direct taxes aiare low
much of the government income is aede-
rived from the tariff on imports which
covers almost everything and also
from the tax on salt salt is1 a gov-
ernment monopoly here every city
has its government salt warehousemn
where the merchants or private con-
sumers must come to buy and where
they pay several times asan much torfor a
very porpoor article as they would itif saltmat
were free I1 visited such a warehouse
at the town of bodegas the other day
there were hundreds of tons of dirty
salt banked up in large barn like
rooms and I1 saw some being weighed
out to purchasers on a pair of amer-
ican scales it costs the government
I1 am told about 60 cents a hundred-
weight to make it and its price at the
warehouses is almost 2 cents a pound
the revenue from this source amounts
to about a year

ecuador has now a public school
system but only about one tenth of
the people as I1 have said can read
and write there are in the coun-
try in the neighborhood of 1000 prima I1

ry schools and also a number of thosethe
otof higher grades the children in
these schools all study out loud and
the din tois as great as that of the
schools of china quito has a univer-
sity largely managed by jesuits and
there is also a college at the city otor
cuenca here at guayaquilGu ayaquil there are
two newspapers both of which get
short cable dispatches the papers
are cried by newsboysneweboys on the streets
they are printed on old american
presses from type made in the united
states although their paper and ink
come I1 am told from germanyGermahy
among the other institutions orof
ecuador are a hospital here
and a hospital a lunatic and
a leper asylum at quito the ceme-
tery at quito is on the pigeonholepigeon hole
system you rent a box in the wall
for your inandcoff it stays there asan
long as your relatives or friends pay
the rent when the pay stops the
authorities pull out the coffin and
dump the remains into a great cistern
adjoining the cemetery A similar
custom prevails in the cemetery

mexicaof
the city otof guanajuato in mexico
where the bones of the delinquent deao
are shoveled away into a great vault
where they lie piled up like so much
corn in a granary
THEY TRADE INHUMANIN HUMAN HEADS

the bulk of the population otof ecua-
dor tois made up of indiansindiana there are

indiansindiana in the republic whoawho
have never been subdued and some of
the savages upon the napo river
which flows through the eastern part
of ecuador into the malononMa are leftleer
known than the people of interior
africa some of these tribes shoot
their enemies with poisoned arrowlB

using blow gunsguna made of reeds theythe
send the arrowsarrowa at you with great
force and a scratch from oneffone ol01 them
is sure death it toIs in this same re-
gion that dried heads of human be
ing are cured for sale As I1 writetate

r these words a human head cut oftoff
t below the chin lies on the table


