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HP GENERAL conference
f r

the fifty eighth semiannualsemi annual con
ference of the church of jesus christ

j of latter day saints convened in the
if tabernacle salt lake city at 10 a m

october ath 1887 apostle lornzlorenzo0
snow presiding

AMV there were on the stand of thequorum of the twelve apostles lo-a renzo snow franklin D richards
john henry smith and heber J

h grant patriarch john smith of the
r presiding council of the seventies

horace S eldredge jacob gates
abram H cannon saymoura bour byouneB youn z
of the prpresidingesidio g bishopricislo pric Jjohn0 hu 11

winder therethere werere also present a
large number of presidents of stakes

f and other leading brethren from vari
r ous parts of this region where thehe

i church isiEL established
t conference was called to older by

apostle lorenzo snow
the choir sang

come all ye sons of zion
and let us praise the lord

f his ransomedrans omed are returningreturnreturningin
Aeaccordinecording to his word

the opening prayer was offered by
apostle franklinfranklindFrank finDD richards

singing by the choir
I1 know that my redeemer lives

what comfort thisabi sweet sentence gives
he lives he lives who once was dead

1 he lives saymy ever living head
ELDER JACOB GATES

addressed the conference he rejoin
ed in the opportunity otof meeting with
the saints in general conference it
was the first time in several i3 ears that
such a privilege had been enjoyed in

r this building he was rereminded by
C wwhathat we habadd been singing that Ggodod

lives this is the last titimeme the lord
i purposed to prune his vineyard

to his coming as a mighty conqueror
when every knee would bow and con-
less

con-
fess that jesus is the christ it will
also be acknowledged that joseph
smith is a prophet and that his suesuc
censors are among the c losen of god

during the 5767 years of the existence
f of the church in this dispensation the

saints hadbad gained experience and the
lord required that they should have
more faith Aas a consequence the
speaker knew that every phase
through which the church had passed
hadbad been overruled tor the benefit of
the faithful whose feet had been thus
placed upon a higher plane brother
gatesgales then dwelt upon the principle

p of revelation as applied to the calling
of men to be ministers for godgoc4 to
this sphere men must be called of god
as was aaron who was selected by
the voice of the lord fresh from the
divine fountaintain this system of truth
Wwithith the saints are Idenidentifiedtide d
had also been revealed in tais way
it inculcated the same doctrines
as preached by the savior
and his ancient disciples who
dwelt in mortality cote mpiraneo asly
with himself the prediction oyby john
the revelator in reference to the reres-
toration

8
to in the latter times of the ffulul-
ness of the gospel was referred to and
the speaker held that the very fact of
such an event being predicted showed
that there was to be a falling away
from the true order of ameake gospel if

ia such were not the case a restoration
would be superfluous

Is16 was the greatest blessing that
f could bpbe enjoyed by mortals to know

that god lives the speaker here savegave
a relation of the first experienceexpervierce of tilethe
prophet joseph smith when he was
Vvisited and instructed by the father
and the sonsen and when he was chosen

7 as an instrument to inaugurate the
marvelous work of the latter timesrehe could testify to the world that god

1 lives because his eyes had seen and
his earsearI1 a beard

Thepplesent was a time ofdf trial and
men suffered imprisonment and otnerotiler
inconveniences and hardships for con
science sake the day would come
however when freedom would spread
oyerover this goodly land which had been
dedicated to liberty
ing the forbiddingforbiding appearance of things
on toethe surface the speaker considered
this a bright baayday because it immedi
abely precededpreceded the breaking through of
the light of liberty and truth in greater
bribrilliancyiancy than ever the righteous
hahadd nothing to tearfear but the avicknickeded
hahadd great reason to do so as the lord
hahadd said through his prophet that he
would visit the latter with swift and
terrible judgments the saints should
renew their faithfulness and keep ououtt
of their hearts every feeling of ani-
mosity toward their enemies

APOSTLE JOHN HENRY SMITH
it was ever a matter of pleasure to
mingle with the saints in conference

r- and apespeakak ceof the goodness of god its had bbeeneen ththe happy lot of the speaker
not to suffer much tribulation ilehe
had grown to manhood since the ar-
rival of the saints in this part ofodthethe
world he hadbad been taught in the prin-
ciples of the gospel from infancy and
they hadbad become part of his life the
lord hadbad done him the honor to give
him a witness of their correctness and
he bad looked upon them as above
price when hearing his brethren
speak upon them they awakened
gloriouscorlous reflections in his mind toeytheytadhad been revealed jorfor the benefit of
mankind that they might have
an assurance concerningconcer ping themselves
and their approval by their heavenly
father it was a matter of surprise

i t bat so few people understood them
we have indeed cause for rejoicing
that our minds have been ready to ac-
cept of those truths and to direct onourr

1 minds in accordance with them the
speaker hadbad never been taught by the
elders any principle but had been sus-
tained bby the scripture and by natural

r wswa H we fully obey them there Is

baij lafua1 4 U feuai i

noDO need of offense against any one
they teach love forbearance and
kindness to all and the good
we can do to our fellows will
result in woodgood to us this Is the
character ofof the gospel in thetae heat
of controversy we may not be as con-
sideratesi in relation to the views of
0others as we should be but this was
noiao part of the gospel when the
elders were sent out they were in-
structedted to oebe as conservative of the
religions of others as possible and to
confine themselves to the declaration
of the pure principles otof truth as re-
vealed in tthee system they hadbad es-
poused Pertiperhapsaps this teteachingachin hadbad
not been adhered to as closely as it
should have been it was not good to
create in the breasts ot those
to whom we preach the
gospel a feeling of combativecombativenessless
there has been no lecessi yv tor the
elders to assume a spirit of aggres-
sivenesssi veness butbin rather to carry the spirit
of concconciliationillation and kindness the
faith of the gospel should be declared
in simplicity faith in god I1iu his son
jesus christ in baptism by immersion
for the remission of siaa and ththe lay-
ing on of hands for the reception 0or
imparting of the holy ghost

many people had been deceived con-
cerning us they saw us stanstandingdim
alone as it were and many forcesforces
operating against us yet we go
on our waymay unmoved and they
wondered at the spectacle not know-
ing whether to attribattributeuLe the phenome-
non to the power of god or some
other cause

faith was a great governing princi-
ple

princi-
lele and s actuate us as a peopleftit should enable the saints to rely

aptupi n the promise of god that if they
would keep his coicommandments heH
would open a way torfor them out of
every difficulty we cannot blaimalaia as
a people that we have been altogether
treefree from the improper feelings that
have been exhibited toward us we
have acted sometimes without due
considerconsiderationatio n for the rights and pre
roearozatives of others yet we have been
fairly consistent the lord had
promised that if we took a proper
course liehe would soften the
hearts of those who hadbad felt
ill disposed toward us and thus
we would beb able to accomplish our
mismissionsiu of salvation in beriebenefitingfiting our
jellowfellow beings it is to bac that
this will be the case and that many
misunderstandings that have existed
will by the light of calm reason be
dissipated

the speaker not only rejoiced in the
ordinances of the gospel I1 but also in
the moral law which made personal
purity imimperativeeldative there had grown
up much flaxity in the world in referrafer
ence to thothe latter requirement it was
required bytheby the lord however that
we walk in the light of moral
purity itif we fail to kemem jer the
obligations of the lord in this respect
our condemnation will be the result
rhefhe world had drifted from purity ot
life and the lord wawas calling us back
to pioneer the road to a better condi-
tion we should ever keep before u
our individual responsibility by our
record shall we be judged the speak-
er in conclusion bore testimony that
jesus is the christ and that the gos-
pel as revealed anew in this age is
true

ELDER MILO ANDRUS

addressed the conference he ex-
pressedpreased gratitude to god that he was
still alive and vadbad the privilege of
taking part in the progress of the workvork
in which the saints were all inter-
ested he dwelt upon prominent
periods in our history to the speak-
er the history of the churanchurca for
the last 5666 yearsvears had been
of deep interest ilehe had the same

and desires as formerly to
bequeath to his generations after him
the legacy of a sound faith in the
principles of truth A study of the
operationsions of truth on the earth af-
forded great joy in the study of these
principles and of wetoe history of men
we can draw lessons of wisdom we
can observe what results have oc-
curred from given effects in the past
there is a great lesson given us in the
experience of job who was loved of
god he was blessed exceedingly
with wealth and prosperity thehe
enemy of righteousness wished
to have an opportunity to test him
with the hopfehope that he might deny god
and tallfall the terrible trials to which
he was subjected are a matter of re-
cord the effect upon job of his fear-
ful afflictions will be remembered yyete t
he remained true to his god when11 e n
tempted by his wife he replied that
she talked like one oiof the silly women
perhaps there may be some parallels
in these times to that incident was
there not some talk of this silly qualityaliby
when men were persecuted audd af-
flicted finally the man of faith and
patience exclaimed that in the latter
days he would stand on the earth and
see his redeemer many men had
been tried during tilethe progress
of the work of god in these
days some had been unable to stand
the troubles with which they had been
surrounded others hadbad maintained
their integrity and after their ti ibula
tion they had been greatly multiplied
and blessed as in the case of job
the speaker next dirtdin ted the atten-
tion of the to the experi-
ence of jonah althoughalthou he dil not
tullyfully regard the word cctI1 te lord he
was not cast off it would not be
proper on this accoaccountaccoun that his ex-
ample of disregard shouldd be followed
by tea elders we have no time to
rest from ouroar labors until our last
bralreataeatI1 I1indrawndrawn in the fifty six years
of hBsA eexperienceapermence in the church ththee
speakerasmr had never heard the

4J h

prophet apostles and elders
teach any one to sin he could
say to all the world that jesus estheis the
Clariclarietbt he had seen the heavens man-
ifest their treasures in the gloriouslous
gifts of the gospel he concluded
wath a strong exhortation to faithful-
ness

an anthem
sing to the lord in joyful strains

was sung by the choir
benediction by Elde rElias morris

FIRST DAY

AFTERNOONJUTTER NOON ION

singing by the choir
Aawakwi ake yay saints of god awake

call onan the lord in mitymighty prayer
that he will zions bonbondayago tayerreakbreak

and bringann tota naught the bowlersrow lerslr suar
prayer by bishop samuel A wool-

ley
the choir sang

the time iis nigh that hagyhappy time
that great expected b eased day

when countlesscoutH lesa thousands of our race
shallmall dwell with christ and him obey

I1
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president of tooelethoele suilestake was
called to address the assem-
blage notwithstanding the diffi-
dence he felt in undertaking this
duty he felt a pleasure in lifting up
hisbis voice in behalf of the cause of
truth ahehe could unite with his breth-
ren I1iala gragrad tude to god torfor the deliver
ances that have been wrought out for
the people it was a great privilege to10
associate in our present capcapacitykelty of a
general conference in peace to be in-
structedted in our dittiesdalles we are here in
this life to learn the way in which we
should walk to enable usue to return to
our father in beatea that we waymay
take the right path we should audand must
possess the holy spirit to possess
that influence it Is necessarycasary
that our lives be righteous
if satan can fill1111 our ands with doubt

reference to this churchchurch and its
bestinyteestlstinyny he will do soao there are many
inducements to lead the unwary astray
the design of the lord hohoweverwaver was
to lead this people to a higher plant
and sphere above theibe things odtheof the
world we should rise above every-
thing in opposition to the gospel it
therhe spirit otof god is in our hearts we
will clea ly discern the good from the
evil by measuring our lives with
what god has revealed torfor ouroar accept-
ance we will be in a position to know
whetherhetherv our course is acceptable to
him or not selfalt examination will
enable us to understand whether
or nonot we are traveling totowardvard
thatthat aghh standard to which
the lord kliresdesires we should be attrac-
teded we mimast be prayerfulerfultul ina spiritt
and exercise faith in him we should
keepbeep the sabbath day attend our
meetings in our wards and quorums
it Is questionable whether these thingsis
have neandean fully attended to there I1is
more delight to saints in attending to
thesetheae things than to spend our time in
excursionsexe ur andaad other similar ways of
seeking pleasure we shouldhould cheer-
fullyfall pay our tithes and keep the laws
of life may abound andami
thatthai our liveslifes may be prolonged in
usefulness god has revealed a priest-
hood and principles by which we can
rise above the of life
if we would have faith we baust attend
our fast meetings and tender our offer-
ings for the benefit and sustenance ott
the poor if we do those things we will
have faith to adadminister to our fami-
lies and rebuke from them the en
croach ments of the destroyer

there is nothing in our theology but
tends to moralitymaralit and to10 spiritual and
physical life Mwe have our religion
and our business mixed up and thehe
former is sometimes allowed to settle
to the bottom causing it to require to
be stirred up that it may come to the
top some men have soao little faith
that when propositions are made for
the benefit of the work of god ahm
hesitate to accept and act upon them
this is unfortunate as all should
be ready to operate for the
general weal this should not
oe the condition of axyany man who holds
the priesthood andaad hasass tatakenken uuponon
himaim the samerame of christ the sperspeaker
hoped that the light of the spirit
might dwell in his heart to enable aim
to participate in any movement of a
beneficial character ilehe hoped this
would also be the condition of all the

grethren

ELDER ABRAM H CANNON

of the presiding council of the seven-
ties was the next speaker the truths
to which we had listened would save
and exultexalt us itif we adopted them
what this people have accomplished
under the blessing of god is marvel-
ous the lord is ready to bless the
saints stillatul further if they are ready
to accept of what he has to proffer
we have to grapple with spiritual and
temporal questions

we witness disunion growing among
the naLnationslons there is an increaseinincreasingcreasi ng
element and disposition toward a dis

of organized society the
spispirit of destruction is abroad and
bitter disputes between labor antiand cap-
ital are multiplying we have been
led to expect such wingsthings there are
1dutiesI in a tetemporaloral capacity devolv-
ing upon us awewe have not beenbeen vis-
ited by the evils rife elsewhere butbus
unless we are careful we may be con-
fronted by them in this country we
may expect that greater differences
than have heretofore existed will make
their appearance we must be pre-
pared to meet and curecare them the lord
oas said it was not given that one
man should be above anothernnano oiherLher he has
told theSthe saints that itif thoyaley wewererap coff

united IQin temtemporal things they could
not attain to spiritual excellence we
have been paying too much attention to
the accumulation otof wealth and not
rso much as was needful to duties that
are higher toethe speaker then dwelt
for some time upon those revelations
contained in the book of doctrine and
covenants in reference to the terntem

afuli s of the saints tae prin-
ciples they inculcate were of a Dnature
to exalt the poor and humble the rich
and produce other equitable re-
sults he expected to see these
laws and principles established among
the saints and he understood that the
zion of god would be built by thethat
divine system

the work of god requires the
wholeheartedwhole hearted devotiondevolion of its
estseats it involves the sacrifice otof aallit
things deemed valuable in this life if
necessary it we aarere divided against
ourselves we cannot according to a
principle enunciated lay the savior
stand but must fall it we are united
however we cannot be moved we
have loosed to human aid for a way to
escape from present troubles it
would however be provided by the
powerower of god it we rely upongumanhuman help we will be dis-
appointed in god lipslies our only
refuge and hope itJ we trust in him
every cloud will disdisappear and thuthe
saintssainta will return to anearzionion where the
temple upon which the glory of god
isi to rest will be reared the saints
should be governed by the law of god
written upon their hearts that law
will not and does not conflict with the
principles of the glorious constitution
of our common country

ELIAS MORRIS

addressed the assemblage he ex
prepresseli himself as delighted with what
he hadbad heard it had been accom-
paniedacied by the spirit of the gospel
charity and goodgoed feeling bad been ex-
pressed toward all men this
disposition ought to be cultivated
the gospel we nave received many of
us in distant lands from this embodies
life and salvation it has been re-
vealed isin our own day and has not
been picked up by the wisdom of men
it was not known in our day not-
withstanding that there were many
men boinest andaad devoted to god until
revealed in this idysys
trvatom bad not been discovered by the
wisdom of imenmen it waswag the same that
hadbad been hidden up in christ if the
bible were not in existence it would
make no difference to theabe gospel as
revealed anew but if wewb had
not this record the various
sects wowouldul d have no foundation
torfor their hoioosrc lops it is questionable
whether joseph smith when first
called of god knew much of the prin-
ciples contained inia the 8scripturesure R

nevertheless between what is con-
tained in the good bookbeok and that re-
vealed through the latter dayday prophet
there was a most beautiful harmony
the system was revealed to him IGline
upon line and precept upon precept

there Isia something here that testifies
to the train of tue scriptural saying

no man the things of Ggodod
except by the spirit of god forfor ages
men by thtb itir own wisdom have
searched and searched in vain for a
knowledge of the true principles of
the gospel an unlearned youth by
the power and spirit of god badaad aisdis
covered them by that gift binlatheft full-
ness

we are called a peculiar people
when we heard the first sound odtheof the
gospel there was an echo from our
hearts we could not explain it but
it was there we knew the testimony
ofef the servants of god was true
mahymaby of us were prepared torfor the mes-
sage of heaven by dreams and visions
and we have known the elders recog-
nizing them on sight as godsgoas ser-
vants although we had never before
met them As soon as we
received the gospel in different lands
we were imbued with a powerful de-
sire to leather with the body of the
church it was irresistible and we
found no rest day or night until we
obeyed atsts these things
show how we are a peculiar peopeople
they were manifestations of the ffactact
that god is in this work

it hishas been imagined that forces
could be brought to bear upon the
saints to eliminate from their hearts
the love of the work with which they
are identified this can never
hebe done it is impossible it
is everyeverythingthink to the people and they
will be found willing to suffer all
things for its sake victory will perch
upon the banners of zion for this is
the promisepremise of the lord to his people
we may however be called to pass
through many trials before that con-
dition shall arrive but every ordeal
will redound to our good and prepare
us torfor that whichwalca lies in iliethe bosom of
the future

ULDER fV A HAMMOND

president of san juan stake ad-
dressed the congregation he felt re-
paidaid for illshis labor and effort in gettingtereaare to attend conference he
had been laboring torfor about
two yearyearbB in san juan county in the
southeastern portion of utah he
had hadbad no desire to return until it
was to come to conference he
referred to a mission he performed

sandwich islands tilethe elders
were onan one occasion engaged in bless-
ing each other A prominent elder
promised him then that he would be a
blessing and consolation to those
among whom he labored he hoped
to foitl this prediction As hebe entered
the city recently and beheld the beau-
tiful temple rearing its walls and tur-
retsI1 to heaven hebe was impelled to ex-
claim what hath god

this feeling was intensified by
bsbla recollection of the earli-
est setsettlementta eal ea t of thishist valley the
transformation i16 most wonderful
god would never forsake hishi atupeopleale
out would blessblesa sadand increate
them the spether asafeldd heh embraced
the gospel ioia san francisco lain 18671847 bhe
bjering then a full growncrown muman froia
bbis eapexpexperienceermence he waswaa impressed
1aI feelingg of charity torfor people chow
we sometimes call gentilesGentl lea meibahe them
related some ineide ats twowo
elders who visited nishis native vvme
laja theane eastern states aken he waswa
about 11 years oldeld onOB which
he heard the first gollel sermon
preached by latter day ris
dextat lue eting with we tirbrethrenethrea was in
sonsan franciscofrancieco asa before stated hohe
gave an fccaccountaunt of his early experi-
ence iuin the church the discovery of
goldold in california and other matters
of historical luinterestterest

the choir sang
jerusalem my gloriousglorioir homobom I1

benediction by apostle heber JTgrant
SECOND DATDALY

MORNING SESSION OCT

conference opened at 10 am
glorious things of thee arear spoken

Z on city off our god I1

he whose word dmcan not brokenbob
chose thee for hrhis ova abode

was sung by the choir
prayer by elder joseph B noble
Singsinginglule

zion starstai ds withkith kills surrounded
zion kept bbyy powerewer divine

all horher foes shallshall be confoundedconfoundodrd
though tiethe world in armsarm comcombisblus

happy kioa
what a favoron lot isi thinsthin I1

APOSTLE JOHN W TAYLOR

said in substance he was gratified
for the privilege of meeting withth ththee
saints in conference reehe desiredard methe
presence of the holy spiritlipirit many
chachanges have taken place since we last
assembled in this in a similar
capacitycapaci to this they had seriously
tried many of the people we are liv-
ing inia a daday when each individual
member ofbf I1the church shouldhould be I1in
possession of the holy spirit it is a
time we need comfort and in
instruction such as cannot be
given by man the baiora bior in-
formed his ancient disciples that
they must tarry at jerusalem until
they should be endowed with power
he promised to sendsead upon them thespirit of truth those wao know its
operations are aware it imparts
comfort sudand knowledge the greatest
desire of the speaker was that he
might enenjoylieoy the presence of that
spirit he thought of this more
especially when hebe partook of the sacac
rainentotof the lordslorda supper when
it was hakea unworthily such actiontiou
was followed by condemnation somenome
of the saints asked where theythe could
eo tto beseekk counsel altall who klhadad thefriholyio 8spiritarlt could receive it inia every
time 0of neenae trovafrom god it is15 said qtof
some thatthai the saints are poor and il11

Utiterateerate there may be some truth isia
this but it is not entirely truetru AA towfew of
them were wealthy when they
embraced ththee gospel bubutt the
bulk had been poor this veriverindaveritiesties the
statement of the savior who thanked
the fattierfather that he hailbad given him the
weak things asall pertainingertainirig to the world
that by them the things that are powow
ertuserful might be overturned ethere
are masylaaby churches here who claim to
sevi beer established among us to re-
deem us from bondage and sin the
facts will show that the latter day
saints will compare favorably onoa the
plane of morality and religion with
their professed regenerators ex-
amine all the denominations and it
will be fouad that they claim to enjoy
the holy ghost the chief office fief
that asspiritirit is to guide the possessors
into awau truth itif they have it why is
it that they walk in domanyso many
diverse from each other there
is a method by which it can be ascer-
tainedtsin

I1 ed whether people possess the
comforter the presence of that
spirit is attainable hyb all when john
was banished upon zethe isle of patmosPat naos
and was in bondage for the testimony
of jesus he witswas about to fall down
atandid worship an angel who appeared to
him he was told not to do iousdoaa that
holyoly being was one of01 his fellow
servants the prophets the testimony
of jesus is the spirit of prophecy
consequently those who possess it have
the prophetic spirit paul proclaimed
that nno0 man could say thattaut jesusjeans is
the christ save bybj the holy ghost
therefore it estheis the Holy Spirit that im
arts the testimony of jesusftaartsfarts is of infiniteluite importance

that the saints understand these
things for themselves the same an-
cient apostle exhorted the people luiu
his day to contend earnestly for the
best gifts ilehe also enumerated tao40

various miraculous giftgifts 2 conferred by
the holy ghost viethe comforter was
to show the disciples things to come
aad lead them into all truth conse-
quently all upon whom it rests are to a
reatreatereroror less extent i an

understanding of things yet future is
the prophetic gift it was bby the
power of theabe holy ghost that alalli the

prophets were enabled to foiforas
tell ey ats that still lay m the bosom
of the future the speaker illustrated
hisbis remarks by scriptural references
and various biblical incidents he
also explained that even the prophets
possessed flits power in different de-
grees the is said to
uvehave posses isOA it without

JP wap given to
j

it


