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lohn Sharp Williams, Leader of the House Minority;
The Scholar and Wit of the American Legislative Body

INCE John Sharp Wii-
Hams became leader of
the minority in  the
national house of rep-
resentatives, at the
opening of the Fifty
elghth
competitor  of

congressg, no
suffi-
clent caliber to cause

him a moment's uneasiness hay arison
to dispute his clalm to intellectual pre-
cedence, KEvery congress, with its cons
glantly
affords
the party of
of the

TONETEeSy WS

recurring political discussions
an opportunity for distinetion to
the opposition, The test
opposition in the PFifty-cighth
well met, In John Sharp
Willams 1t furnished a leader who has
lived up to the expectations of the mi-
nority which him and won the
admiration of the mujority,

No other opposition leader in recent
times has become =0 well known as has
the ropresentative from the Elghth Mis-
siasippl district, Southerner as he Is,
Mr. Willlama has probably made him-
self more acceptable o the whole ni-
tion, Irrespective of politieal ereed, than
any other minority lender sinee the elvil
war, Plain spoken aod logical, unhesi-
tating and honesgtly pugnaclous, ns free
to excuse ag to attack, with a self pos-
sesglon  undisturbed hy any heat of
debate, undismayed by reverse and not
carried off his feet by succegs —these
are some of the characteristics that
have been made consplouons during the
lendership of John Sharp Willlams of
Mlsslssippl.

For all of these

chose

things *his political

foes have been compeled to admire him
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JOHN SHARP WILLIAMS,

MR. WILLIAMS IN DEBATE.

Jpoem,  One of the verses was to the
effect that—
No other sallor ever sat
Behind a desk and fought
As glorious a fight as that
Or planped as grand a plot,

He did not attack ei‘her admiral, but
chose as the object of his satire the
bureau of navigation and its head. It
fs not lHkely that Mr, Willlams will ever
be able to live down the reputation he
nequired by this.bit of doggevel. From
that day to this lettegs asking him for
4 copy of the verses come in from all
parts of the country, and it is easily the
most popular speech he has ever made,
not excepting his famous tavllf effort,

Like all well educated persons, Mr.
Williams never makes w polnt of his
education and I8 excecdingly modest us
to his attafnments, “He may be the
best educated man in the south,” sald
a Tammany member after Mr, Willlams
had been In congress for some time,
“but he keeps it to himsell mighty
close.” The gentleman from New York
had evidently been expecting quotas
tions from the Latin classics and was
disappointed when none wag fortheom-

ing, Another member, alluding to the
leadér's carelessness in the matter of
attive, sald: “"Willlams s always in

fatigue dress, but his mind Is always in
nctlve gervice, 1If ever | see hix neck-
tie in a tight bow I am going to break
u lance with him. 1 bhelieve he might
lose hig temper then™
John Sharp Willlams
Memphig, Tean,, in 1854,
ther was killed at the batil
his son was seven years of age,
Willlams family was one of the

wag born In
When his fa-
of Shileh

The
fortu-

ped out his fulure even at i),y early
age Is evident from a Frency Y Xerclgy
hook which is still in the Possesyion o
Mrs, Williame, on the fly leaf of Whigh
he once wrote, “John Sharp Willlamg.,
ugriculture, law and polities.”
His early school days wepe s
the Kentucky Military instityte,
he matriculated at the Unlyversity of the
South, at Sewanee, Tenn., ang 0 18y
he complated the course and entereq tpq
University of Virginia, where )q s
mained three Years, Then he

went at
Latep

wen
abroad and studied at the Uiy, rsity ::;
Heldelberg, subsequently golng 1o pop.
Is and Dijon for lectures oy politien)
economy,  Returning to Anieriog, ha
entered the law school of the Univer.
sity of Virginia and remained , Year,
He did not receive the diplomg from

this #chool, but pursued the study of
law in o private office in Memphig and
avas admitted to the bar in that ity iy
1877, In 1878 he removed to Yaza, Clty,

Miss, near which were situated (he onte

ton plantations which were the main
feature of his wealth,

Mr. Williams  was not at an a
hurry to begin public life, 1. kept
strictly to the business of putiine his
estate into gaod eondition until e had
satisfled himself in that respect, ang p,

was thirty-elght years of age when he
wus elected to congress. Since then he
has praciically given up the i, but
he has always retained a firm hoig gy
the direction of the plantations
I in the heart of the black belt—qg Juy
of sunshine and plenty, At honw Mr,
Williams Is always ealled “John Sharp*
That is because his mother's family,
the Eharps, were the great people of
the Yaxoo country., Aceording to his

Yazoo

P » fo i A aco wieney from
Lo e Jeadar ) e boed B LEl s gt | Sl 18 i i P Loyl g | Ay e l 208 & Hevh rl' e n e S :‘}‘:«‘-"\‘;‘(»‘n\'l(',‘u}nl;:f'“\:j!‘l'.‘ ‘II::::I hl: 1‘.~l{|l~|'.ﬂ own confession, Joln Sharp Wil s
Hig friends are prepared to go even | that omewhat elastic fntfluence known | offsctting his natural plalnness of per- | gress he has addressed himself with | and o have his "‘l\""'\"”,""' th tl estate Williams Inherlted property in | notion of earthly happiness is 1o wt o
further in thelr appreclation Loyal, | as perconality, In the t of phys Wi, He is utterly devald of vaulty in | zeal and anbiostion o e discussion of Mr. Willlams “N”'I.IHH . |‘ “- \I«"nnv!n-. and from his mother many | his veranda ol Yasgoo in the npany
liberad, sympathetle, optimistic  and, | fon) magnotism he b by 1o eans an any form and (¢ apparontly impervious | every subject of fmportance which has | gall r of the: house ‘was ""“".,. WIS 1 ,“\”,..1. acres of cotton lund in Mis- | of plenty of good hooks and wareh (1,
agbove all, patlent wnder the stress of adept.  Nature has even bheen a trifle | to porsonal critieien,  Above all thig, | cotne up and has shown o maobility nr, the Schiley=-Nampson controvi |.~,\‘. At :| .;i':\ri '-’| e .:nh\z‘\'« had -ioney sufli- | cotton mrow. ~There was oily Jola
respongibility, he bas bound the mi- [ niggurdly in endowing him with the Cthe thing that has moest impressed the | temperament  which  has  fitted u.u-h‘ noment when the house \‘\-l"‘ Koyed to u | ¢ S ll'l‘l' meet hix demnnds ;;ml his | eest agalnst him at the last ol s
nority to hiin hy exceptional ties of de- | complete equipment of the stutesign, | hotuse and also the public at lavge (s | phoge adviivably, 1 is also teue that | high pitel of bitterness the nenibe) fl" “|||'|“ I"'l""“'"'l himi 48 lll'\ pretty | that of one of his seven childron ug 4
votion to his Inteprity, judgment and | Mis wmakeup I8 not that of th typical | the diseovery of the lofty character of | during all of his versatile action his | from the Kighth distelet of .\Il‘:""f‘_"l'l" "U.'.' ag he Hked. That he had ll'”l’v‘ joke, EVERETT BROWNELL
vesourcofulniess. . The power he hagl Ametlean orator, A sorene nidifference | the i and the ability that makes It followers have always been able to | rose in hiz seat uand began to recite a l much as . visss
p— = s = T e ]

Well Known Lawmakers Caught
Snapshols of Some

OSEPH G. CANNON, known col
J loquially and appreciatively as

“Unele Joe," is easily the central
figure of the Fifty-ninth congress, This
15 due not 5o much to the fact that he
15 speaker of the house o representa
tives as it is to his general picturesque
ness and hiz unique methods of con-
trolling the rather unwieldy body over
whieh he presides. Mr. Cannon is a
nalive of North Carolina, born at Guil-
ford, May 7, 1636, He removed to |lli-
nois at an early age, hecame a lawyer
and began going to congress in 1873, a
performance he has repeated so fre.
quently that he has acquired the habit,

OHN WARWICK DANIEL has been

United States senator from Vip-
ginia for about sightesn years, He
18 & veteran of the civil war, and he

bears with him wherever he goes a wit.
ness to that effect in the shape of a
cork log, a halting substitute for the
one shot off in the second baitle of Bull
Run. Although his omotion has been
impeded for more than forty vyaars,
Senator Daniel exhibits ne other sign

of slowness, His whole
been one ceaseless round of activity as
student, soldier, lawyer and politician,
His physical misfortune is more than
offset by his energy and
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AMUEL DOUGLAS M'ENERY,
S senior senator from Louisiana, is

a well known figure on the streete
f the national capital, He has been in
the senate since 1896, and his present
term will expire March 3, 1909, Like
Senator Daniel, he was an officer in the
Confederate army and served a cam-
paign in Virginia under Magruder, Me
had been a cadet at West Point and a
studant at the Univarsity of Virginia,
although he is a native of the Pelican
State. He has also been lieutenant
governor, governor and associate jus-
tice of the supreme court of Louisiana.
He has had a very active career,

F John Tyler Morgan chould live un-
til March 3, 1907, he will have served
continuously far thirty years in the

United States senate. There is every
raason to warrant the balief that he will
round out the full five terms, for al-
though he is no longer a young man—he
was born in Athens, Tenn., June 20,
1824—he is still in fair physical condi-
tion and as vigorous mentally as ever.
Mr. Morgar 1s not college bred, but he
I8 reputes to be cne of the most schol-
arly men in the south and for many
years hac had a great reputation as a
lawyer, e entered the Confederate
army A rivate and became a general,

OSEPH WEEKS BABCOCK is
pretty well known in Washington,
since he is now serving his seventh

consecutive term as a member of the
lower houce, He was born in Vermont
fifty-five ycars ago, removed with his
parents to lowa when he was five, emi-
grated to Wisconsin when he was thir-
ty and in five years became a wealthy
lumberman, About this time he was
elected a member of the assembly, and
a few years later he was sent to con-
gress. He has been chairman of the
national Republican congressional com-
mittee ten years and has shown great
ability as an organizer,

ILLIAM ANDREWS CLARK,
W United States senator trom

Montana, is a notable example
of the self made man. He went from
Pennsylvania to Montana during the
civil war and worked at mining as a
day laborer. In a few yecars he ac-
quirad mining interests which made him
one of the richest men in the world.
His advent into nolitics was stormy.
He was defeated for congress, elected
but unseated as a United States sena-
tor in 1890, elected again in 1899, in-
vestigated and discredited, vindicated
at the encuing state election and re-
turned,

A Year's
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Progress In Practical Wireless
American Naval

hal

wireless telegrap! b
mide by the oM ol
the Amorican nay
em to prove b <
nuestior Lhe I
i i |
i . m d . }
tan ' il r {
) onrist ¢
hy 1 ! I !
hureau of ! W ( @
( Wirele \
) ‘. Y
merely
a pract ¢ \ a i i
pant 1 i "‘ ful L. ¢ W A
which it of ) tinu ‘o
Hestl n." 0 the West \ nia and
the i I { e } i1 re
Rre | « bioig i lent R velt
visl { 1o | fromn N )
Renil “ Ve e Fortemaouth, | ean K ¢ 1 ‘ I t hief
N, H N ) L1 3 { M (nl 1 N\ r 8 1t
i r b Va Nt { ir Lo the hoy -
Augustine, | ufort, N. €, and | ties that every cxsel in the United
Jupiter fnlet, North Carolina, Some of ' States navy should be equipped with

he

nd that shore stas [ inspector tn charge of ardioance at the
€ Uit uficient num- tarpedo statio Among some of the |
, wnicate th ¢t -‘uu hest (os which have been made bes |
vhere they may be eruising (ween Lhe N port statton and other |
o el her been | statlons n various parts of the eonun- |
e at the nnval wion at Newport, | 1 nL ng RS peed of elghteen | o
At present  time the Telefunken | words & minute, mav be citedd the Iw!~‘
i L Germa | wd of applying | lowing
sclence, Is on tria Last year a Washington vy yard, digtance 324 |
lon was « ! 1 the light- | mlies Roston navy yard, 70 m les,
i t Na Shipping | Philladelphia navy wedd, 250 mils At |
| that busy marine vieluity are | lantic Cify. 245 1 Hes; Portsmouth navy !
ported to the w stution at New vard, 150 mil Cape Henry, Virginila
t I'he good K done by the serv- ] 350 mil 1oris In New York bay, ’“"i‘
LppTe wt only by the navy, | miles, and many uthers
it ! the shipping interests of the According to ths annual report n{'
hole world ; General A, W. Greely, chiof signal oMm- |
\ Year ago when the lightship was { cer of the army, the gignal corps is now |
moving fron Hedford, Mass, to prepared to furnish all equipment nec- \I
er station at Nantueket # essary for 10,000 miles of communiea- |
me caught ir e the wireless ap- ! tion, Direct wireless communiecation Js |
aratus catled the Newport station and | now established between five mllll:lry(
reported the helpless plight of the craft !
Fhousande of wirele Mmessages have
passed between the lghtship and the
Newpor! siation Ueh s one of the
t iipped on the coast and i3 in

charge of Commander Albert Cleaves, |

e e—

posts In Alaska. The commer: fal busi«
ness alone has netted $100,000 du ‘Ing the
Past year. This is the only wireless svs-
tem that s operated regularly as a part |
of a telegraph line doing a commercial
business, It has handled dally the entire

|
|
}

—

Telegraphy;
Authorities Have Done

telegraphic busine of Nomo and Sews |
ird penitisule, which with the officlal
husir Vel everal housand
Words every twenty-four hours, In n
Ingle hour the Have been transmitted
WD woy vithout error or repetition.
bhe Lesty made during the president's
voyage from New Orleans to the ( ipi=

could be read at the
Washington

These

navy
without any

messames

vard in

were clear at a
tance of 1,050 statute miles, The New
York navy yard caught one of them,
and the station at Manhattan Beach, on
Long laland, caught another

The longest digtince over which a
wireless message has come safely (o the
operators of the navy department has

dige

| able to do =0 In the

| day as at night

tal Cliy wer | sOme rep 15 Vvory re-
mavkahls The wiveless instrument on
board the Hagship West Vieginin was In
contir communication  with the |
other vessels of the fleet atid with the
shore stations all the way from New !
| Orleans to Norfolk One night, with
the fagship 225 miles from Koy West,
the messages between the operator at
that point and the vessels of (he fleet

dificulty, |

e ——— e —
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ERENO ELISHA PAYNE, chair
man of the ways and means com
mittee of the house of representa:

tives, is serving his elevanth term, but
not consecutively, Born in 1342, he be
gan to practice law at Auburn, N. Y.
in 1866, and is still in harness. In 18%
Mr. Payne was appointed a member of
the American-British joint high com:
mission, which was a direct recognition
of hie ability as an interpreter of inter:
national law. It was due to his re
markable talent for combining business
with pleasure that he was invited to be-
come a member of Secratary Taft's re
cent Philippine expedition.

been 1,600 miles, That was from San
Juan, Porto Rleo, to Manhattan Beach
station on Leng Island The operator
at Colon recontly rid mopza

1z ! ..‘-.i

wiween the operator at Key Waest

1 the gteamer Concho, plying between
Ualveston York. The
milie The opera-
ind St Augustine of-
alghit, but have never been
daytime. Wireless
telugraphy does not succeed as well by

Tex.,, and New
Istanee was 1,200
tors at Newport
n talk at

Experience shows that
the range at night is at least three times
that of the duytime. The reason for
this iz not yet aecurat 1y understood,
The theoretical explanation i« that the
rays of the sun “lonlze"” the nstmosphere,
That Is supposed to mean that the at-
mosphere ix not as good a medium for
the electrie current when the sun is
shining as it {s at other times,

As soon as the government has Com-
pleted its syatem of navill wireless
telegraph stations communieation may
be held hetween ull polots on the coast
line of Amertea, There will be a -lmlnl
of wireless stations along both coasts

’ the
and throughout the West Indies on )‘
le th

east slde, while off the Pacilic slae £t
will extend from San Diego to Belling

ham bay and on to Hawall, Guam and
Manity, Power houses ae 1 !nl»llz
bullt at several poiots, and it [ P
dieted that within another year fhe
president whl be able to communicaté
with the governor of the Philippines bY
wireless telegrapny, :
N“"\l'h.ﬂt.:‘l‘ullhg the great ndvane
that has been made In wireltss telogra®
« fact ree

phy during the last year, th

cerjous
mains that there are still many seri

ot an
dificulties to he overcome befors “:n.
be made of unlversal practical """‘, be
The rase with which messages may

Intercepted and the congequent imposs!-
bility of maintaining secrecy “"”{'::
very materially with its employment .
time of war by land forces, s "m;,
use for commerelal purposes ¢
equally  impracticable under Frpm.
conditions, At this time it would aP
pear that the navy affords about o
only favorable opportunity for its

ploitation,

sive
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