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AN INDIAN DINNER

early in the fifties the people of
thought it would be well to give

the pah eed indians a feast hoping thus
to make them more truly our friends
so Ka narra their chief was notified and
the time set for an event which to an
indian always hungry is of great im-
portance and pleasure on the appoint-
ed day a long table made of rough
boards and trestles was placed near the
public square and covered with eatables
contributed by the settlers accordingtto
their means the bill otof tare was not
what would be called first class in utah
today consisting as it did entirely of
vegetables prepared in one style or an-
other but to indians who lived almost
entirely upon meat the dinner of vege-
tables was not only very good but
doubly so because it cost them nothing
laft addition to the bread some of our
more wealthy cicitizens contributed cake
there being no sugar nearer than salt
lake city this cake was sweetened
with molasses made by thrifty house-
wives from beets corn stalks carrots or
parsnipsparsnips and instead otof raisins or cur-
rants had dried service berries scattered
through it

probably the salt lake city four
hundred would speak slightingly of such
a cake today but in those days it was
thought fine enough lorfor the most
aristocratic table

so of bread crackers cake potatoes
roasted or boiled squash in every style

in tactfact more squash than anything
else there was a plentiful supply and
t didonedid one good to see howbow the bucks

squawssquads and oses enjoyed it and
their delight was still greater when told
they might carry home what wasmas left
they had no vessels to carry it inbur as

necessity is the mother of invention
his little difficulty was quickly settled
and in a very original manner each
buckback took off hisbis buckskin leggings
tied a string around the bottom ends
and beholds a sack capable of holding
nearlyam half a bushollbushel into these sacksbreabread cake potatoes etc were escaped
and cemented into a concrete mass by
the abundant stewed squash and awaaway
they marched to their little bresgbrush
shekaseekers or wicki ups

but before leaving made a
speech thanking the people for their
feast which he said was tu e je wino 1

very good said he now knew the mor
mons were true friends to the poor
badindianslans and he and his people would al-
ways be true friends to them liehe owned
that tle pah eeds had sometimes
stolen our cattle but it was because they
were very poor and very hungry while
we wereere very rich and they thought that
itif they now and then took a callcalf or a
yearlingdawang foror their hungryhungta wiveswives and
childrendren it would not be missed he
said three men had killed a two year old
colt and had not left it until they had
eaten it all but they would not steal
any more but be always tu e je tikatik a
boo very good true friends

president john C L smith thought
this a fine opportunity to inculcate
morality and industry and made them a
speech he told them they should not
steal or be lazy if they did they
would make the great spirit very angry

would all die off 1untili hardlyy

any would be left they should quit
stealing and should work and be like the
whites and instead of dying off they
would live and increase and become
numerous and wealthy

they listened with great attention and
we all thought president smiths arargu-
ment had fully convinced them vubutai
Kanarra in a few words gave us a great
surprise

pointing to our graveyard which was
inin plain view not far distant he quietly
asked who lie buried there Allwhiteall whitessl
no indiansIndiansJ and this was true all who
slept in our cemetery were white not a
sinsingleae indian among them and this fact
in teete estimation of0 the pah eeds was a
complete reputation to all president
smith had said I1 never knew so good
an admonition so neatlyneady parried and in
so few words and though we were
chagrined for the moment we could not
but admire the sharp wit of the old
chieftain

and so they departed to their camps
the squawssquads carrying their babies and the
bucks bearing the food sacks stalking
along in their airy negligee costume
but after all the outcome was good and
proved the wisdom of president youngs
kazium that it is better and cheaper to
feed indians than to fight them from
that time they stole but lewjew cattle and
many learned to work one becoming a
useful assistant in the blacksmith shop
of francis T whitney and others be-
coming good workmen in the fields and
canyons and as herdsmen to our stock
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on the of augustaugust 1896 in
company with nine other elders I1
left home and beloved friends in the
valleys otof the mountains and after a two
days journey through laiying scenes of
mountains and plains arrived at kansas
city missouri there I1 spent a profit-
able week in visiting places of interest
one otof which was the temple lot at
independence in the meantime while
at kansas city I1 had the pleasure of
joining with our beloved presidentderitt
elder samuel R spencer and other
elders in holding mmeetingsee tiings uponupon the
street corners where the people were
going to and fro in large crowds when
the elders would commence their strain
of beautiful singing the people would
forget about their rush and began to
collect to see what was in progress
then to their surprise they were listen
ogng to a discourse on the true and ever-
lasting gospel which would hold them
spellbound for upwards of an hour
after meeting closed some would come
and shake hands with the elders and
ask some questions upon the gospel of
truth which has been restored to earth
these questions were answered with
satisfaction on the streets of kansas
city is where I1 first sounded my voice
in defence of this great and mighty work
but I1 can assure you I1 did not keep
the people spellbound very long for I1
spoke briefly nevertheless being called
upon I1 felt it my duty to tell them who
I1 was

after spendinganding a pleasant week at

kansas city with the elders I1 leftae 1

there on tenth ot augustin compcompanyabir
s

with elders christopher burton and 1

edward liddle the former of kaysville s

and the latter of salt lake city utah
they were to open up a new field in
jefferson city where I1 bade them fare-
well and continued on my journey to
salem dent county missouri where I1
was appointed to labor in company with
elder edward W laird of mountain 1

Ddelle41 utah we arrived at salem at
11

5 3300 p m I1 made my way to the popostst
office expecting to receive a card there
informing me where I1 would find my
companion to my disadisappointmentappointmentthere was no mail torfor me IpI1 then came
to the conclusion that my companion
hadbad not arrived I1 felt somewhat lonely
in the world being alone but while
studying over what to do the spirit
said retire into the woods and offeroner up
a prayer and dedicate the city untogod which I1 did after prayer 1 was
led to a house where I1 went in and par-
took of a nice cool drink otof water which
was offered me by the lady otof the househoum
I1 was then asked to take a chair chichi
I1 accepted I1 talked with her iofor

1

r some-
time telling her who I1 was I1 also gave
her a tract which she read we were
just getting interested in a gospel con-
versation when tor my disappointment
she told me she would like to keep me
over night but could not on account of
scarcity 0of bed room she directed mfme-
to a place where I1 went and found a
good supper ready for me which I1 en
10loy ededthethe best kinkind but lollo and behold
they could not keep me all night the
gentleman of the house took me and in-
troducedtrod me to the hotel proprietoretor and
told him to find me a good bed i ndadgivegive
me breakfast and he would foot the
bill I1ideltfelt like all praise belonged to
the lord for I1 of myself could do noth
ng

I1 remained in the city trtradingacting and
visiting the people for one week I1 was
then joined by elder laird and the
weather being good we started traceitradingntamong the firmefarmersarso meeting with good
success although at timestime eldersElder laird
suffered very much from sickness he
tried very hard to overcome his illness
that he might remain and fill hisbis mis-
sions but the chills and fever caused
him to become so weak that hebe could
not travel so we were instructed to go
to kansas city which we did elder
laird did not seem to improve any so I1

the same day that we arrived in kansas
city retookbetookhe took the train to return to his
home in mountain dell utah

I1 remained in kansas city eight days
trtradingacting I1 then went to hampton lowaiowa
on arriving there I1 met elder otto
johnsoaJobJohn sou president of the iowa confer-
ence we labored together one week
in hampton the elders then gathered
at hampton that place being appointed
for the conference all the elders came
in feeling wellvell and enjoying the spirit of
their mission

conference was held in the baily
opera house where we all met with our
beloved president elder samuel G
spencer the spirit of god wasas great
ly manifested throughout our meetingfr
and we received such instruction that alJ
ways will be a comfort to those woojhc
were there present at the conference

after conference we separated totoclo10
to our new fields of labor my cola J

panion eldereider conrad J smith and I1
came to waterloo iowa 1I arrived ha
at two aamm we remainedned lain
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