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JURISDIOTION OF JUSTICES.

e

THE new act in relation to Justices
of the Peace is a very wise measure,
«nd in signing it the Governor has
done a good tLing. The principal
veints in it were embodied In the
law which passed both Houses at
" thelast session of - the Legislature,
and the difficulties which have
since arisen sprang from the refusal
of the Governor to sign it as it was
framed by the Assembly. That
bill provided that Justices should
have jurisdiction in criminal cases

in which . the penalty was any
sum Jess than three thundied

dollars fine, or six months’ impri-
sonment, or both, The Governor
thought this was .too much power

to be plaeed in the hands of local

Justices, and therefore declined to
sign the bill unless. their jurisdic-
tion was reduced to cases with a
penalty of one hundred dollars
tine, or a hundred days imprison-
men, or both. The Assembly
accepted the change to save Lhe
bill, and so it becawme a law with
this amendment. Bat at the same
time the penal code was passed
and signed, which arranged the va-
rious ¢lasses of crime. By this
clussification certain petty otlences
were entitled misdemeanors, and
the maximum penalty for them
‘was placed at three hundred dol-
lars ine and six months imprison-
meut,

The effect of this, under the rual-
ing of the higher courts was, tc de-
prive the preciact Justices and city
Aldermen of power to punish a
case of common assault or petly
larceny. If a ruffian knocked a
person down in the street, he could
not be dealt with summarily, but if
arrested must be commitled to
await the action of the Grand Jury,
aud if they tound a true bill, to go
through the process of trial in the
Dustrict Court. 8o with a petty thiel
who siole a pucket-handkerchief, a
lump of coal or a loaf of bread
Aund all the expenses attending a
indictment and urial in the District
Court, with the services of the
proseeuting attorney, marshal, &c.,
were incurred, the fees of the laLter
officers being immense and extor-
tionate as we have shown on a for-
mer occasion. The present grand
jury have o entertain cases in
which the fees of the jury, to say
uothing of the expenses of the trial,
are far in excess of the value of the
property alleged to be stolen.

I'ne new law extends the power
of the Justices, as designed in the
bill of last session; therefore they
can now handle these pelty cases
and a classof oflences with which
the District Court ought not to be
troubled. This is as it sbould be,
and is in consonance with the pro-
vision of the ““Poland” bill, which
extended the jurisdiction of Justi-
ces of the Peace in ecivil cases to
$300. _

We believe the District Courts
are just as sick as the public, of the
policy of elipping the power ef lo-
cal Justices and crowding every
case of crime into the higher courts,
and that while in times past they
strenuously supported that policy,
they are now just as willing that
the precivet justices should exer-
cise this extended jurisdiction as
any body who takes any interestiu
the matter, *Bagosr.
““Phe enlarged -powers conferred
upon there local magistrates sug-
gest the propriety of their gquality-
ing themselves for the onerous po-
sition they are called to fill. Of late
years many of them have made it

their busine s to become acquaint-
ed in some respectable degree with |
the general pripciples of law,

the provigions of our stalutes
and | the proper manner of
conducting eases, - and '~ bave
shown a knowledge of these

matters, and an aptness in the ap-
plication of the law to the causes in
court highly to be commended.
Others who have not taken this
interest in their calling should at
once turn their attentioa to its du-
ties and requirements, and prepir:
tbemselves for an intelligent dis-
charge thereof, If they take this

checked or promptly punished; the
lawless will hive a wholesome Lerror
of the loecal couris; litigants will
have confidence in the rulingswul
Justices and respect their decisions;
the higher courts will be relieveu
of much unpecessary labor and
have more time teo devote them-
selves to the consideration of im-

rtant causes; and that barmony
which sghould exist between the
former and the latter will be pro-

moted; all of which will tend to
the general public welfare. |
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'THE NEW ELECTION LAW.

WE publish this evening the full
text of the new election law. It
should be read: carefully -and its
various - provisions be noted and
digested, Every unprejudiced
mind must acknowledge that it is a
good and liberal bill. We do Bol
think any ebjection will be raised

against it except by the few mal-

Iﬁuntenta who make most eof the

strife that exists in Utah, who live
in a chronie state of dissatisfaction,
and who have been the chief clam-
orers for the changes embodied In

course, the new law will be of great

Lenefit to the public; crime will be | politic and suicidal. Tbe method

the bill. |
Our old election law has answered

every necessary purpuse for nearly
twenty-five years. lts e¢hief ob-
noxious feature was the marked
ballot. But opposition to that was
only stirred up by persons, who,
being eager for office but in a hope-

| less minority, hated the means it

afforded of preventing illegal vot-
ing. They influenced others with
Letter metives, and the ery of anti-
republicanism had cousiderable
effect upon those who are carried
away with mere sound. We repeat
what we have previously stated,the
marked ballot was retained as the
best known method of securing an
honest election, and with no othei
object than the public good. Al
the stories that Lave been told
about espionage, intimidation and
the use of the marked ballot gys-
tem for discovery how any person
voted except in case of a contlesl,
are sheer inventions without an)
foundation in truth. The charge
which has been frequently made
that the “* Mormon” jeaders desired
the retentien of the old law for the
purpose of improperly handling the
ballot box in this Territory,is simp
ly ridiculous. The *“Mormoen” peo-
ple are overwheimingly ia the ma
jority in this Territery, and while
they are united and retain that
majority it is clear that no honest
election can fail to be carried by the
“Mormgn” element.

Tho new law provides a little too
much for those who bave made so
much - noise absut the old one.
The registration system adopted
does mnot suit their schemes
at all. Some of the most violeul
denouncers of the old law and the
most malicious of the conspirators
against the peace of the people,will
ve unnamed on the list of legal
voters. They are nol taxpayers;
they contribute nothing to the sup-
port of the Territory; they only
plot and misrepresent and com-
plain. The chief spokesman for the

party of discord, who is now work- |

ing. at Washington for pay in the
interest of that small ¢lique, has
contributed the munificent sum of
thirty-five cents to the revenue or
the Territory during a residence of
several years. Others of the same
¢lique have paid no taxes atall
'hey do not want to pay,they only
want to control revenue. The
registration of voters which they
clamored for at first, is now the ob-
ject of their hatred. It will cause
a great fallipg off in the Vvery
trigts which they call their ‘'own:
The great majority bave bad no ob-
ject for illegal voting
entertained the disposition, and

those who have tried it aud failed, |

and who clamored for a ‘‘secret
ballot” simply because they want-
ed to stuff the boxes, are foiled by

the simple system of registraton |

adopted.

The henest objectors to the mark-
ed ballot will be perfectly satisfied
with the.new' law. And we will
say here that the Tegislature, at
the session of '74 and that of 776,
eontemplated the abolition of the
marked ballot i defereunce to the
views of some and to stop
the silly eries of others, but
were deterred in conscquence of
the great expense of the registration
plan then proposed; and they knew
that an unmarked ballot without
registration, ‘in the peculiar sur-
rounding circumstances, was im-

dis |

if they had|

adopted secures the rights of all
nd is the most inexpensive m:ui
efficient that has been suggested.
~ Lt will be perceived that the bill
provides for the rights of (he mi-
sority, by giving to it one judge of
election out of three In each pre-
¢inat where there was any contest
at the last previous election. This
is more than they would have done
for us, but we should endeavor, as
far as consistent, at all times to
return good for evil. It has been
stated that this provision was
Ereeaed_upun the Assembly by the
overnor. The sfatement is an
error. The change was voluntarily
made to the bill in the Counecil
and adopted by the House. The
Goveruor signed the bill as passed,
and we do not see how he
could have consistentily refused so
to do.. It contains all that the op-
ponents of the old law demanded,
4N i8 in every respect a consistent
and honest measure. And those
who would blame the (tovernor fer
signing it would have denounced
him vehemently if he had withheld

his signature.

It becomes now the duly of every
citizen to take care that he or she
is registerad by the time appointed,
=0 that'no votes may be lost at the
next general election. The Asses-
sors will have to be careful and
prompt in attending to the new
duty imposed upon them, and
should they fail in any degree in
discharging it,no legal voter should
neglect to have the error rectified.

If we were living in any other
part of the eountry we should in-
dulge in the hope that the noise
which has been made over our elec-
tion laws would now subside, Bul
knowing the @isposition of the
strife-breeders who raised the pre-
vious din, we only expect a change
in the tones of the discord. How-
ever, the great ma ““Mormon®
and ‘‘non-Mormon,” enderse the
measure as wise and aceeptable, su
we need pay little gttentien to the
small tumult of the incurables.
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THE TWENTY-THIRD SESSION.

THF twenty-third session of the
Legislative Assembly closed short
ly before noon to-day, the last sit-
ting having continued from seven

o’cloek last evening. A great dea)
of hard work has been done and
some good bills have been passed,
most of which have been signed by
the Governor and will become part
of the established laws of thie Ter
ritory as soon a&s published. ¥o)-
lowing are the bills which have 1e-
ceived the executive sanction:
Couneil File No. 4, Amending
titles 21 and 22 of the compiled
laws. This act places eertain crimes
witnin the jurisdiction of Justices
of the Peace and rectifies the evils
arising from the rulings of the
courts on the penal code, whieh
took a number of petty oflences

from the Justices’ jurisdiction and
placed them under that of the Dis-
trict Courts.

(. F. 6 Amending 1806, 1253 and
1750 Compiled Laws. This makes
some necessary corrections in the
civil practice act.

- C.F.10,Amending the charters of
incorporated cities, extends the |
powers eof city Justices to corres-
pond with that of the precinet
Justices and provides for the assess
ment of certain property for muni-
cipal purposes. -

O. F. 11. Criminal procedure, A
comprehensive measure directing
the mode of action in eriminal

C. F. 13, In relation to Special
Elections. This Act makes provis-
ion for elections to fill vacancies
that may occur belween the gene-
ral electious. -

‘C, F. 22. Changing the names of
certain persons from Littlewood to
Rigby. :

‘(. F. 26. Reducing the boundar-
ies of Washington City and amend-
ing its ¢harter.

C. F. 27. For the preservalion of
game.

C. F. 28. Changing the names of
certaim persons from Poweill to
Bolton.

C. F. 81, Sapplemeuntal to the Act
on Incorporations for General Pur-
poses, 'T'his extends the provigion
of the Aet 1o incorporations for
social, religious, seientifie, literary
and benevolent purposes, and de
fines their powers and manner of
formation.

House File No. 2.. To Amend
Sections 1151 and 1154 of the Act

| theirs, and the

in relation to Divorce. This repeals
the obnoxious section ef the old
Act, which made it impossible for
non-residents to obtain divorces in
this Territory. It provides that
none but residents for a year can
file a suit, and that a wife may ob-
tain a divorce for the following
causes: Impotency at time of mar-
riage;, adultery subsequent to mar-
riage; wilful desertion for more
than one year; ‘‘wilful neglect of
defendant to provide for his wife
the common necessaries of life;"”’

habitual drunkenness; conviction |desirable that the

for felony; cruel treatment. The
section left unrepealed in the old
law provides that, ““The husband
may in all cases obtain a divorece
from his wife for the like causes and
in the same manner as the wife ob-
tains a divorece from her husband.,”

H. F. 13. To apprové of the Com-
piled Laws of Utah This accepts
the labors of the commission ap-
pointed to compile the laws at the
previous session. - '

H. F. 18. Revenue Bill,
siderable controversy
bill, the Governor objecting to cer-
talo provisions. Finally a compro-

"on -

mise was effected and the bill was |

signed with a few changes, the
most important of which was one
exempting from taxation mining
claims, their products and the ore
therein. Patented mines, of eourse
are subject to taxation. A tax of
three mills on the dollar, assessed
and collected with general taxes, is
required by this Act for distriet
school purposzes, in the place of the
ope-fourth of one per cent. whieh
was formerly assessed by the trus-
tees. '

H. F. 24. Changing the county
seat of Piate County.

H. F. 26, Providing for the pur-
chase of record books and safes for
the District Courts.

HF 3 Amending the Act on

[rrigation Companies. This makes
the tax for irrigation eanals a land
tax alone; changes the Lime for
election of officers to the second
Monday in October, the election to
pe in public meeting, by ballot;
provides that no person who refuses
or neglects to pay the tax shall
vote or hold office in the cempany
or use the water from the canals;
and settles the manper in which
the right of way can besecured.

H F 86. To incorporate BSilver
Reef City, Washington Connty,

H F 37. To incorporate Richfield
City, Sevier County.

H F 38, Election bill. It pro-
vides for an unmarked ballot and
the registration of voters, and is an
entir-ly new election law in this

Territory.
HF 29, Avending an Act in re-

lation to provivg records and rules.

H F 42, For the equalization of
taxes on transitory herds. This
defines the relative rights of coun-
ties in taxing stock removed from
one ¢ounty to another.

H. F. 45. Reducing the bound-
aries and amending the c¢harter of
Springville City.

H. K. 50. Amending the laws
relating to fish.

H. F. 52, Appropriation bill.

The Assembly has done a good
work, BSeveral bills introduced in
either House failed to pass in the
othier, and other bills were either
vetoed or remained without the
Governor’s signature, for which re-
fusal or neglect to sign, shameful
1o say, there is no remedy in this
Territory. The general feeling of
the Assembly towards the Gover-
nor is that he has done well, Mem-
bers make allowances for ithe differ-
ence between his sentiments and
pressure brought to
bear upon him by influences hos-
tile to the Legislature and the
general public here.

The great difficulty in our legis-
lative affairs is the lack of time.
Forty days is too short a period in
which to prepare and enact laws
for this growing section of the
country. Either a commission
should be appointed by the Legis-
lature to prepare bills before it con-
venes, or there should be a prelim-
inary unofficial session, when bills
eould be framed and ehanges dis-
cussed, so that when the legal
session commenced business might
be attended to without hindrance
and without that haste which
always characterizes its delibera-
tions towards the close.

We congratulate the legislators
upon their efficient labors and the
Territory upon having a body of

-men fo represent its Interests who

work so faithfully and unselfishly
for the general welfare,

Cardinal Pecci, elected Pepe,will |

be called Leo XI]I

arose on this|

{and in faet all who took

Local and Q_t.ger Matters.
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~ The general monthly Priesthood

| Meeting of this Stake will meet at

the Fourteenth Ward Assembly
Rooms on next Satarday, March
2nd, at 11 o’clock a.m., wl:’mn it is
prepared to make a full report of
the condition of his Ward: It is
Quorums of
Priesthood be fully represented.
' - ANGUS M. CANNON,
~ President of Salt Luke Btake
e . of Zion.

- Call and Get It.— There is a
message at the Western Union
l Telegraph Office for J. R, Murdock.

Home Missionaries —The regular
monthly meeting of the Home
Missionaries of this Stake of Zion
will be held at the Council House
on Wedneadnx evening, 27th iost.
at 7 o’clock. general and prompt
attendance is requested.

Personal.—Mr. 8. A. Kennper of
the Ogden Junction is in town bhav-
ing come down to be present at the
closing
ture, He sat up all night with
them and took notes of their doings,
He returns to the Junction city
this evening.

Departed.—It will be seen by

obituary notice in another column,
that Bister Ursenbach died this
morning. She was a lady of supe-
rior education and attainments, and
true to her integrity in the work of
the Lord. She leaves one son, who
is now in New York,employed as a
scenie artist at one of the leading
theatres. She has also two daugh-
ters in St. Petersburg. Ruseia,

Deceased was a pative of Bwil-
zerland, but resided for some time
in Russia.

Information Wanted. — John
Tear, wife and’ family; baptized by

{ Elder Coomts, at Barnet, Hertls, in
1867, left there same year, supposed

for Wales or Scotland, and believed

afterwards to have ‘gone to Utah,
Address—DMr. J. Benwell, 18 Bolton
Road, St. Johr’s Wood, London,
N. W, _

Also of Mrs. Sarah Saunders,who

emigrated to Utah from Poplar,
London, some 16 or 17 years ago,by

her son Thomas Wilkins, care of

Mr. J. Benwell, 18 Bolton Road,
St. John's Wood, London, N. W.—
Millennial Star, Feb. 4,

Musical.—‘“An Observer’’ hands
in the following: |

The anniversary of the birthday
of the illustrious Washington was
observed yesterday with more than
ordinary respect. At 7 o'¢clock in
the evening, the 16th Ward Scheol-
rooms were well filled with a bright,
cheerfu audience, to listen to and
be cheered by the sweet singers of
[srael of both sexes, in the form of
a concert, got up for the entertain-
ment of ail, the proceeds to go for
the benefit of the Sunday School.
In every way it was a success. All
seemed happy, cheerful and well
satisfied. Much eredit and praise is
due to the manager, C. H. Gould,
Brother Jobn Vincent and others,
part in the
aflair..  Good order and harmony
prevailed throughout.

ﬂ

OBITUARY.

We have 1o record the demise of another
noble daughter ol Zion, Sister Josephine
de la Harpe Ursenbach. She was a native
of Switzerland, and of & very ancient fam-
ily, eome of the male members of which
have left an honorable name in the histery
of their country, as military men. General
De La Harpe served under Napoleon the
1st* Her father was Seigneur De La Harpe
a man of wealth and position. She was
reared in afluence and received a liberal
education; early in life she married Mon-
sieur Luedert, & Russian official at the

Court of 8t. Petersburg, and she moved in
the highest ranks of life; in a few
years ghe was Jeft a widow ‘'with
three children. Her two daughters are now
residing at St. Petersburg in high life; her
son Joseph is at this time 1n New York
She embraced the Gospel in her native
land, and shortly after emigrated to Utah,
bringing her young son with her. She
crossed the Plains in ‘“‘the Hand-Cart Com-
ny,”’ and suffered much, drawing her
E.nd-qﬂ't all through that long journey.
She has ever been a faithful Latter-day
Saint; has borne her testimony to many of
the nobles of the earth, among them Victor
Hugo, who answered her leuter under his
own hand, giving her oredit for being a
sincere and noble woman. 8She bas lived
and died in obscurity, being but little
kuown or appreciated. But she has made
her calling and election sure, and her uame
will yet be held in honorable rewwembrance
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Raints. Regquicscatl in pace. BB K

falt Lake City, February 19, 1878,

expected that each Bishop will be"

‘‘exercises” of the Legisla-

&



