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the So1th than in the North, on account of nat-
ural differences of climate and production; and it
was foreseen that, for the same reasons, while
this population would diminish, and sooner or
later cease to exist in some States, it might in-
crease In others, The peculiar character and
magnitude of this question of local rights, not in
material relatjons only, but still more in social
ones, cansed if to en'er info the special stipula:
tions of the Constitution.

Hence, while the General Government, as well
by the enumerated powers granted {o1t, as by
those not enumerated, and therefore refused 10 it,
was forbidden to fouch this matter in the sense
of*attack or offence, it was placed under the gen-
eral safegnard of the Union, in the sense of de-
fence against either invasion or domestic violence,
like all other local interests @ the several States.
Each State expressly stipulated as well for itself
as for each and all of its citizens, and every citi-

‘zen of each S'ate became golemnly bound by his
allegiance to the Constitution, that any verson
held to-service or labor in one State escaping into
ariother should not, in consequence of any law or
regulation thereof, be discharged from such ser-
vice or labor, but should be delivered up on claim
of the party to whom such service or labor might
be due by the laws of his State.

Thus, and thus only, by the reciprocal gnar-
antee of all the rights of every State against in-
terference on the part of another, was the present
form of government established by our fathers
and fransmitted to us; and by no other means is
it possible for it to exist. If one State ceases to
respect the rights of* another, and obhrusively in-
termeddles wtth its local interests—if a portion
of the Stales assume to impose their institutions
on the others, or refuse to fulfill their obligations
to them—we are no longer united friendly States,
but distracted, hostile ones, with liftle eapacity
left of common advantage, but abundant means
of reciprocal injury and mischief.

Praclically, it is immaterial whether aggressive
interference between the States, or deliberate re-
fasal on the part of any one of them fo comply
with constitutional obligations, arise from erro-
ncous convietion or blind prejidice, whether it
be perpetrated by direction or indirection. In
either case, it is full of threat and’ of danger to
the durability of the Union.

Placed in the office of Chief Magistrate, as the
executive agent of the whole country, bound to
take care that the laws be faithfully executed,
and especially enjoined by the Constitution to
xive information to Conzress on the state of the
Union, it would be palpable nerlect of daty on
my part to pass over a-subject like this, which,
beyond all things at the p esent time, vitally con-
cerns individual and public security.

It has bzen matter of painful regrst to see
Slates, conspicuous for their services in found-
ing this republic, and equally sharing its advan-
tages, disregard their constitutional obligations to
it.  Although conscious of their inability to heal
admitted and palpable social evils of their own,
and which are completely within their jurisdic-
tion, they eugage in the offensive and hopeless
und: rtaking of reforming tha domestic institu-
tions of other States wholly bayond their control
and authority. In the vain pursuit 6f ends, by
them entirely unattainable, and which they may
not legally attempt to comrass, they peril the
very existence of the Constifution, and all the
count'ess benefits which it hasconferred. While
th? p2o;le of the southern Stales confine their
a'tention to their own affairs, not presuming offi-
ciously to intermeddle with the social institutions
of the northern States, too many of the inhubi-
tants of the latter are permanently organized in
asso dations to inflict injury on the former, by
wrongful acts, which would be cause of war as
betweon foreign powers, and only fail to be such
in our ?*.a[em.. bzcause perpetrated uunder cover

_of ths Union. -

1t is impossible to present this rubject astrath
and the cceasion require, without noticing the
raterated, but “groundless allegation, that the
South his pereistently asserted claims and ob-
tained advautages in the practical administration
of the General Government, to the prejudice of
the North,and in which the latter has acguiesced.
That is, the States, which either promote or tol-
erato attacks on the rights of persons aund of prop-
erty in other Stalesg to disguise their own injus-
tica, pretend or imagine, ard. coustantly wuver,
that they, whose coustitu'ionsl rights are thus
systematically assailed, are themselves the ag-
gressore. At the present time, this imputed ag-
gression, res'iag, as it doeg, culy in the vague,
dectamatory charges of political agitators, resjven :
itself inlo misappreheusion, or misinterpretation,
of the principles and facts of the politicel organ-
ization of the mnew Territories of the United
States. ,

Wh t is the voiee of history? When the ordi-
nance, which provided for the government of the
titory norhiwest of tha river Ohio; and for
its eve:rtual subdivision into new Stales, was
a lopted in tle Cengress of the Confederation, it
ia not to be supposed that the guestion of future
rolative power, as between the States which re-
tained, and those which did not retain, a numer-
ous colorad population, escaped notice, or fuiled
to be consid-red. And yet, the concession of
that vast ter itory to the interests and opinions of
the northern Statrs—a territory now thie seat of
five among the largest members of the Union—
wag, in great measure, the act of the State of
Virzinia and of the South.

Waen Louisiana was acquired by the United
States, it was an acquisition not less-to the North
than to the South; for while it was imnortant to
the country at the mouth of the river Mississippi
to beeome the emporium of the couniry above it,
=0 aiso it was even more importani to the whole
Union to have that emporinm; and although the
nw province, by reason of its imperfect sefile-

-mant, was mainly reszarded as on the Gulf of
Mexico. yet, in fact, it exlended to the opposite
houndari-s of the United States, with far greater
breadth above than below, and was in territory,
8 in everything else, equally at least an acoes-|
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sion to the northern States. It is mere delusion
and prejudice, therefore, to speak of Louisiana as
an acqnisition in the special interest of the South.
The patriotic and just men who participated in
that act, were influenced by motives far above
all sectional jealousies. It was in trnth the great
event which, by completing for us the possession
of the valley of the Mississippi, with commercia)
access to the Gulf of Mexico, imparted unity and
strength to the whole Confederation. and attached
together by indissoluhle ties the East and the
West, as well as the North and the South.

As to Florida, that was but the transfer by
Spain to the United States of territory on the east |
side of the river Mississippi, in exchange for |
large territory, which” the United Stafes trans-
ferred to Spain on the west side ‘'of that river, as
the entire diplomatije historv of the transaction
serves o demonstrate. Moreover, it was an

and the security of the whole Unian.

In the mean time, the people of the United
Stafes had grown up to a proper conscionsness of
their strengths and in a brief contest with France,

RET: NEWS.

subject had now become distinct and clear to
the perception of the pu“hc mind, which ap-
precialed the evils of sectional controversy upon
the question of the admission of new Stafes,
In that ensis intense solicitude pervaded the
nation. But the patriotic impulses of the popu-
lar heart, guided by the admonitory advice of
the Father of his Country, rose superior to ail
the difficulties of the incorporation of a new
empire inio the Union. In the eouncils of Con-
gress there was manifested extremé antagonism
of opinion and action between some Represent-
atives, who sought by the abusive and unconsti-
tutional employment of the legislative powers
of the Government fo interfere in the condition|
of the inchoate States, and to impose their own |
soctal theories upon the latter; and other Repre-
sentatives who 1epelled the interposition of the
General Government in this respeet, and wain- |
tained the self-constituting rights of the States.
In truth, the thing attempted was, i form alone,
action of the General Government, while in
realily it was the endeavor, by abuse of legis-
lative power, ‘o force the ideas of internal

and in a second serious war with Great Britain,
they had shaken off all which remained of undue |
reverence for Europe, and emerged trom the atg|
mosphere of those {ransatlantic influences which
smirounded the infant Republie, and had begun
to turn their atlention to the full and systematic
development of the internal resources of the
Union.

Among the evanescent controversies of that
period the most conspicuous was the question of

regilation by Congress of the social condition cf |

future S'ates to be founded in the Territory of
Louisiana.

The erdinance for the government of the terri-
tory northwest of the river Ohio had contained a
provision which prohibited the use of servile
labor therein, snhject to the condition of the ex-
tradition of furitives from service due in an
other part of the United States. Suhsequently to
the adoption of the Conslitution, this provision
ceased 1o remain as a law; for its operation as
snch was absolutely superseded by the Constitu-
tion. But the recollection of the fact excited
the zeal of social propagandism.in some sections
of the Confederacy; and when a second State,
that of Missouri, camé®o be formed in the Terri-
tory of Louisiana. proposition was made to ex-
tend to the latter Territory the restriction origin-
ally applied to the country sifuated between the
rivers Ohio snd Mississippi.

Most guestionable as was this proposition in
all its constitutional relations, nevertheless ii
received the sanction of Congress, with some
modifications of line, fo save the existing rights

¥ | law for the extradition of fugitives from service,

policy entertained in particular Séales upon al-
lied independent Sta‘es. Once more the Consti-
tution and the Union triumphed signally. The
new Territories were organized without restric-
tions on the disputed point, and were thus left
to judge in that particular for themselves; and
the sense of constitutional faith proved vigorous !
enough in Congress not only to accomplish this
l)rimary object, but also the incidental and
1ardly less important one, of so amending the
provisions of the sfatute for the extradition of
fugitives from service, as to place that public
du'y under the safe-guard of the General Gov-
ernment, and thu: relieve it from obstacles
raised up by the legislation of some of the
States.

Vain declamation regarding the provisions of

with oceasional episodes of frantic effortsto ob-
struct their execution by riot and murder, con-
tinued, for a briel time, to agitate certaio localities.
But the true principle, of leaving each State and
Territory to regulute its own laws of labor accord-
ing to its own #ense of right and expediency, had
acquired {ast hold of public judgment to such a
degree, thut by eommon consent, it was observed
in the organization of the Territory of Wash-
ington.

Wheun, more recently, il became requisite to
organize the Territories of Nebraskaand Kansas,
it was the natural and legitimate, il not the inev-
itable, consequence of previous events and legis-
intion, that the same great  and sound principle,
which had already been applied to Utah and New

of the intended new State. It was reluctantly
acquiesced in by southern States as a sacrifice
to. the cause of peace and of the Union, not
only of the rights sfipulated by the treaty of
Louisiana, but of the principle of equality among
the States gnarantied by the Consfitution. It
was received by the northern States with angry
and reseniful condemnation and complaint, be-
cause it did not concede all which they had
exaclingly demanded. Having passed throngh
the forms of legislation, it took its place in the
statute-book, standing open to repeal, like any
other act cf donbtful constitutionality, subject to
be pronouncel null and void by the courts of
law, and possessing no possible efficacy to con-
trol the rights of the States which might there-
after be organized out of any part of the original
territory of Louisiana.

In all this, if any aggression there were, any
innovafion upon pre-existing righte, to which por-
tion of the Union are they justly chargeable?

This controversy pasced away with the occa-
sion, nothing swviving it save the dormant
letter of the s'atute.

But, long afterwards, when, by the proposed
accession of the Republic of Texas, the United
States were to take their next step in territorial
greafness, a similar ‘contingency occurred, and
became the occasion for systematized atfempts
to intervene in the domestic affaira of one sec-
tion of the Un'on, in defiance of fheir rights as
States and of the stipulations of the Constifu-
tior. These attempts assumed a practical direc-
tion, in the shape of persevering endeavors, by
some of the Representatives in to'h Houses of
Congress, to deprive the southern States of the
supposed benefit of the provisions of the act
authorizing the organization of the State of
Missouri.

But the good sense of the people and the
vital force of the Constitution triumphed over
sectional prejudice and the political errors of
the day, and the State of Texas returned to
the Union as she was, wilh social institutions
which her people had chosen for themselves,
and with express agreement, by the reannexing
act, that she should be suscepiible of subdivi-
sion info a plarality of States.

Whatever advantage the interests of the south-
ern States, as such, gained by this, were far
inferior in results, as they unfolded in the pro-
gress of time; to those which sprangz from pre-
vious concessions made by the South.

To every thoughtful friend of the Union,—to
the true lovers of their conntry,—to all who
longed and labored for the full success of this
great experiment of republican institutions,—it
was cause of gratulation that such an opportu-
nity bad occurred to illustrate our advancing

Mexico, should be applied to them—that they
should stand exempt from -the restrictions pio-
posed in the act relative to the State of Missoari.

These restrictions were in the estimation of
many thoughtful men, null from the beginning,
unauthorized by the Constitution, contrary te the
treaty stipulations for the cession of Louisiana,
and inconsistent with the equality of the States.

They had been stripped of all moral authority
by persistent effor!s to procure their indireet re-
peal through contradictory enactments. They
had been praciically abrogated by the legislatien
attending the organization of Utah, New Mexico,
and Washington., If any vitality remained in
them, it would have been taken away, in effect,
by the new territorisl acts, in the form originally

propused to the Senate at the first session of the
last Congress. It was manly and ingenuous, as
well as patriotic and just, to do this directly and
plainly, and thus relieve the stutute-boek of an
act which might be of possible future injury,
but of no possible future benefit; and the meas-
ure of its repeal was the final consummation and
complete recognition of the priveiple, that no por-
tion of the Uuited States shall undertake, through
assumplion of the powers of the General Gore n-
ment, to dictate the socizl institutions of any
other portion.

The scupe and effect of the language of repeal
were not leftindoubt, It was declared in terms
to be *‘the true intent and meaning of this act not
to legislute slavery into any Territory or State,
nor exclude it therefrom, but to lsuve the people
thereof perfectly free to form "and regulate their
domestic institutions in their own way, subject
only to the Constitution eof the United Stutes.”

The measure could not be withstood upon its
merits alone. It was attacked with violence, on
the fulse or delusive pretext that it constituted a
breach of faith. Never was objection more ut-
terly destitute of substantial justification. When
before, was it imagined by sensible men, that a
'regulative or declarative statute, whether enacted
ten or forty years sago, is irreparable—that an
act of Congressis above the Constitution? If, in-
deed, there were in the facts any just cause to
impute bad faith, it would attach to those only
who have never ceased, from the time of the en-
actment of the restrictive provision to the present
day, to denounee and to condemn it; who have
coustantly refused (o complete it by needful sup-
plementary legislation; who have spared no ex-
erlions to deprive it of moral force; who have
themselves again and again attempted its repeal
by the enactment of incompatible provisions; and
who, by the inevitable reactionary effect of their
own violence on the subject, awakened the coun-
try to perception of the true constitutional prin-

power on {his confinent, and to furnish to the
world additional assnrance of the strength and
stabilfy of the Constitutien. Who woull wish
to see Florida still a Enropean colony? Who
would' rejoice to hail Texas as a lone star,
instead of one in the galaxy of States? Who
does not appreciate the incalculable benefits of
the acquisition of Louisiana? And yet narrow
views and sectional purposes wonld inevitably
have excluded them all fiown the Union.

But another struggle on the same point en-
sued wlen our victorious armies returned from
Mexico, and it devolved on Congress to provule
for the territorities a~quired by the treaty of |

Guadalnpe Hidalgo. The great relations of'tlie-

ciple, of leaving the-matter involved to the dis-
cretion of the people of the respective existing or
incipient States.

It is not pretended that this prineiple, or any
other, precludes the possibility of evils in practice, f
disturbed,.as politicsl action is liable to be, by
human passione. No form of government isex-
empt from inconveniences; but in this ease they
are the-result of the abuse, and not of the legiti--
mate exercise, of the powers reserved or confer-
red.in the organization of a Territory. They are
not to-be charged to the great priaciple of popu-
lar sovereignty; on the contrary, they disappear
before the intelligence and patriotism of the peo-

ple, exerting through the ballot-box their peuce-
ful and silent but irresistible power.

h,
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If the friends of the Constitution are to have
another struggle, its enemies could not present a
more acceptable issue, than that of a State, whose
construction clearly embraces “a republican form
of Government,” being excluded froni the Union
because its domestic institutious may not in all
respects comport with the ideas of what is wise
and expedient entertained in some other State,—
Fresh from grounndless imputatious of breach of
fuith against others, men will commence the agi-
tation of this new question with indubitable vio-
lation of an express compact between the inde-
pendent sovereign powers of the United States
and of the Republic of Texus, as well us of the
older hnd equally solemn compacts, which assure
the equality of all the States.

But, deplorablse as would be such a violation
of compact in itself, and inall its direct conse-
quences, that is the, very least of the evils in-
volved. When sectional agitators sball have
succeeded in forcing on this issue, can their pre-
tensions fail to be met by counter-pretensions?
Will not different States be comgpelled, respeet-
ively, to meet extremes with extremes? And, if
either extreme carry ils point, what is that se far
forth bat dissolation of the Union? If a new
State, formed from the territory of the United
States, be absolutely excluded froin admission
therein, that fact of itsell constitutes the disrup-
tion of union between it and the other States.—
But the process of dissolution could not step
there. Would mot a sectional decision, producing
such result by a majority of votes, either north-
ern or southern, of necessity drive out the op-
pressed and B#griEFEd minority, and place in
presence of each other two irreconcilably hostile
confederations?

Itis necessary to speak thus plainly of pro-
jects, the offspring of that sectlional agitation
now prevailing in some of the Slates, which are
as impracticable as they are unconstitationsl, and
which, il persevered in, must and will end ca-
lamitously. It is either disunion and eivil war,
or it is mere angry, idle, aimless disturbance of
public peace and tranquility. Disunion for what?
If the passionate rage of fanaticism and partisun
gpirit did not foree the fact upon our attention,
it would be difficult to believe thatany considera-
ble portion of the people of this eulightened
country could huve surrendered themselves to
a fanatical devotion fo the supposed interests of
the relatively few Africans in the United States,
as totally to abandon and disregard the inlerests
of the twenty-five millions of Americans,—to
trample under foot the injunctions of moral and
constitutional obligation,—and to engage in plans
of vindictive hostility apainst those who are as-
sociated with them in the enjoyment ol .- the com-
mon heritage of .our national instuutious.

Nor is it hostility agrinst their fellow-cilizens
of one section of the Union alone. ] he interests,
the houvor, the duty, the peace, and the prosperity
of the psople of zll sections are equally involved
and imperiled in this question. Aud are patriotic
men in any part of the Union prepured, on such
an issue, thus madly to iuvite all the consequen-
ces of the forfeiture of their constitutional en-
gagements? It-is impossible. The storm of
frensy and faction must inevilably dash itself in
vain sgainst the unshaken rock of the Constitu-
tion. I shall never doubt it. 1 kuow that the
Union is stronger a thousand times than all the
wild and chiuterical schemes of social chauge,
which are generated. one after another, in the un-
stable minds of visionary sophists and interested
agitators. I rely confidently on the patriotism of
the people on the dignity and self-respect of the
the States, on the wisdom of Congress, and above
all, on the continued gracious favor of Almighty
God, to maintain, against all enemies, whether at
home or abroad, the sanctity of the Constitu-
tion and the iuterity of the Union.

FRANKLIN PIERCE.

Wasuineron, December 31, 1855,

THE WAR.

RUSSIAN OFFICIAL REPORT ON THE SURRENDER
OF KARS.

The Invalide Russe publishes General Monra-
viefi's detailed report of the surrender of Kars as
follows: -

“After the assault upon Kars on Sept. 29, (he
Tuiks took courage for a time, expecling our
troops to retreat. They wére much astonished,
therefore, when they saw, on the contrary, the
blockade maintained with greater strictness than
before, and our camp beco.wing transformed into
a fixed and organized establishment, surrounding
them on all sides, and daily receiving stores of
every deseription. !

Nevertheless, the hopes of the besieged once
more revived when some troops of succor ap-
proached from Erzeroum. Indeed, Vely Pacha,
chief of the E zeroum detachment, afterwards Se-
lim Pache, coming from Trebizond, did attempt
to maich upon Kars, but their rear was always
menaced by General Soussoloff’s detachment.
Our patrols also annoyed lhese troops, even in
the very neighborhood of Erzeroum.

All this time the supply of food was becoming
exhausted at Kars; the wealher was growing cold;:
snow bad fallen upon the heights of Saganloug;
hunger provokea mortality among the garrison;.
the desertions increased in number, and dejection
became general.

All these circumstances determined Cen. Wil-.
liams, who directed the defence, to surrender the
fortress. On Nov.24, the Aide-de-Camp of Gen.
Williams, Major Teasdale, presented himself be-
fore Aide-de-Camp Gen Mouravieff, bringing a
Jetter,in which Gen. Williams requested authori'y
to come the following day into our camp under a
flag of truce, in order to consult upon an arrange-
ment. Aide-de Camp Gen. Mouravieff' charged
Major Teasdale with a verbal message to Gen.
Williams, to the effect that he was ready to re-
ceive him mn the afternoon of the next day—-
Nov. 25.

At the appointe! hour, on the 25th, Gen. Wil-
lians presented himzelf to the Commander-in~
Chief of th2 detached corps of the Caucosus—as




