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A DISPUTED POINT.

THE peculiar provisions of the Ed-
munds bill continue to create dis-
cusgion., When we consider (he
differences of oplnion concerning
their legitimate bearing which pre-
vailed in both House of Congress,
and among members Jearned in the

Jaw, it should not be surprising that
ordinary people dispute as to ihe
meaning, validity and practical sp
plication of the doubtful paragraphs.

It is claimed by some that the
provisions which are intended to dis-
franchise polygamists and persons
cohabiting with more than ocne wo-
man are unconstitutional, because
they form in effect a punishment
without a judicial tiial., Oihers
maintaln that this is not the case,
but that simply a new qualification
for voling and holding coffice is pro-
vided, and that to determine the
qualification no judicial aciion is
necessary.

This is a point worth considering.
Something can be said, of course, on
both sides of the subject. Bat it is
desirable that it should be ex-
amined from every &#!audpoint
and that a correct under-
standing should be reached. 1t will
not be disputed that every accused
person has the ‘constitutional right
to a trial before punishment is in-
flicted for the alleged offense, But
is the declaration in the Edmunds
bill concerning certam classes of
persons and the qualification for vot-
ing and holding ofllce, in the nature
of punishment? Those who argue
that it is not, claim that Congress
has the right to impose qualifica-
tions for such purposes in the Terri-
tories, and that itsactioa in that re.
specti1s not of a judicial nature.
But it must be considered in this
connection that the aim of this
measure is o create and enforce a
disqualificaiion; to take away from
individuals political rights and fran-
chizes which they bave held, exer-
cised and enjoyed. It is not like
imposing some new condilion such
as the requirement of a tax, the ar-
rival at a certain age, sn educational
test, a property qualification cr any-
thing of this nature, a positicn or
status which may be reached or ac-
quired by all citizens. It is a depri-
val of something already attaines
and used as an acknowledged and
vested right. ot

Sirictly speaking, the provisions
of eection eight oi the Edwmunds
bill do mot form a mnew qualifi-
eatlon at all; they are nelther
miore nor less than an attempt
to prevent ple having sll
the qualifications required by law
from exercising the powers arising
trom those qualifications, becausge of
some alleged acts thecommiiiog ot
which has not been proven. If this
is not punishment without judicisl
triz]l, what is 11?2

This brings up another question
which has occasioned much debate,
and thau is, if & man is to be debar.
red from voting on the ground that
Le is a bigamist, polygamist, or per-
gan cohabiting with more than one
woman, how 18 the disqualification
to be determined? BSupporiers or
apologists for the bill will answer,
“In the same way that the required
.qualifications as to age, citizenship,
taxpaying, etc., are determined.”
Well, we ack, how is that done? The

reply will be, “If a man’s citizen- |

ship is challenged, he ean be requir-
ed to prove it,so with his age or
other qualificstion.” This is all very
well, but in the case under review,it
is not a qualificajion to be establish-

ed, but a disqualification to
be determined. Is the cilizen
to prove his ionocence, or the

objector to demonstrate his guill?

If a disqualification is claimed,
must not the party urging it estab-
lish the validity of his charge? If
not, is the challenyed person to be
compelled to prove anegative? How
is a man to prove to a registrar or
judge of election tbat he has nof
done a certain thing whieh has been
made a penal offence? How is a
man to prove, for instance, that he
does not cohabit with more than
one woman? There is no provision
in the law for any such thing. And
as every one is to be legally censid-
ered innocent of an slleged cilence
against the law until legully proven
guilty, it is clear that he cannot be
Jawfully punished by thedeprival of
any right that he seges under
the law until it is proven that be
has ¢committed the coffence with
which he is charged. _

It is useless to eay that in this fn-
stance he is not called to enswer
before a court but i3 merely chal-
lenged as to the possessionof aright;
the disqualification viged against
him is made a criminal

offense and |establishing

he cannot law!ully be compelled to
prove his innocence in order to es.
cape the punishmentof a deprivation
of that right; the burden of proof
rests upon the sccuser, and whether
in & court or before a registrar the
charse should be proven, nut be left
for the accused person to disprove.

In view of these considerations
we are o/ the opinion that if the at
tempt is made Lo enforce the law
after the fashion desired by th:
enemies of the **Mormons,” it will
be, in practice, an uncon-titutional
measure, The right of sufirage
once obtained is the incorporeal pro-
perty of the citizen who h Ids it, of
which he cannot be rightfully de-
prived without due process of law,
and such deprival is punishment
not corporal, «nd cannot be right-
fully inflicted without a judicial
trial,
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GROSS IMMORALITY AT A
PREMIUM.

IT iz well known that the Governor
of this Territory, in order to excuse
the fraud attempted in the matter
of the Delegate’s certificate, interpo-
Iated into the dovument given to the
person not elected words not con-
templated by the law, and which
finally heiped to put a quictus upon
his claim to a seat. The outcome,
it might be thought, would have
proved a lesson to any crdinary sen-
gible mind, not to repeat such
folly and wrong.

But Governor Eli H. Murray is at

it again. Some newly appointed
officers requiring commissions, the

lal form of gov'rnment; such act
and government being a direct guarantee
of gmlectlnn and of‘encouragement exten-
ded by Congress; the right o1 which bedy
to exerclse undisputed control over the al-
fairs of this, as over the affsirs of all other
territories is unquestioned; that whatever
differences of opiniou may exist a8 tothe
peculiar forms, systeme, or tenels of the
¢Mormon” faith, theilr g«vernment of the
Territory Les been sueh as has justified
the establishmont of manifold Industries
and enterprises; a fact demonstrated in
the most liberal investment of means in
the Territory by;those directly opposed to,
a8 well as by those in favor of ““Mormon”’
institutions; that uuder their government
it mnust be admitted the Territory has de
veloped materially, whether due to ““Mor-
mon’’ or non-“Mormon’ Iinfluences, we
will mot diseuss; that under Lnis govern=-
ment values have grown to be permanent,
‘ulnre pros bhave become bright, the
voinme of inter-mountain business bas a
decided tendeney in this direction, and &
beneficial credit has been established
abroad.

In view of these facts, we do petltion
your honorabie body to give 10 any and
all legislation at the present time proposed
relative to this Territory grave consider-
ation, that nothing may be done to retard
the existing and increasing prosperity.

Your petitioners would further eet forth
that the effect of contem plated enactments
has already manifested itself in disturbed
valuations; and w+ feel constrained to pre
dict that, should there be a continuation
of the excited sentiment now existing by
reason of the possible passage of exireme
or unusual measures, ourcredit, both east
and west, will be scriously if not iatally
impalred; an event which would resull in
finapeial ruin to many, if not to the entire
Territory,

We do rely implicitly upon the implied
guaranty of Congress Lo protect us in our
usiness enterprisee; enterprises which
have been inaungrated in the unshaken be-
lief that we would be supported and up-
held by Congress, and which, up w0 the
present time, have been coutinuned with
succers and profit to ourselves, with good

Executive demands of them all sub- | o the communities in which they are situ-

gcription to the following eath:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that [ am nota bigamist ora poly-
gamist; that I am not a violator of
the lJaws o' the United Siates pro-
hibiting bigamy or polygamy; thsat
1 do nut live or cohabit with more
than one woman in the marriage
relation, nor does any relation exist
between me and any woman which
has been entered into or continued
in viclatien of the said laws of the
United Biates prohibiting bigamy or

pelygamy.”

The words in italics are as much
of an interpolstion and stretch or
authority as were the words “being
a citizen of the United Stales,”insert-
¢d in the bogus certificate. And in
this connection they bear a uliar
signifieation,not at all redounding to
the er-dit o' thhe Governor nor 1ndi-
cating any high regard for morality.
They proclaim as loudly as words
ean, that cohabi ation with more
than one womean is not bar to oflice
in Utah iv Governor Murray’s esti-
mafion, so long as the parties do
not cohabit ““in the marriage rela
tion,”” Comment is needles-. T.e
plea that immorality is tue object
of gubernatorial hostility to the
“Mormo”’ people is silenced, and
promiscuity, eunbridled lus: and
boundless licentiousness are thus
placed at & premiam,

-

BUSINESS ANDTHE PETITION.

WE publich to day a letler we hive
received from & prominent ge..tle
man in this community, in relation
to a rubject of much imyportance,
The petition referred to, as our cor-
respondent intimates, was not ofa
nature to comprom:se any signer,on

the religious or other peculiarities of
the “Mormon® people. Its object
was to obtain a po:tponement of
Congressional action upon Utah af-
fairs, during the excited condition
of the puhlic mind and the corres-
ponding sagitation in the National
Legislature, so that prudence and
wise statesmanship might te
brought to bear in coasideration of
the ‘*“Mormon” qu+stion, iustead of
that rashness and hasty det:-rmina-
tion which afterwards culminated
in the bill that bas received such
severe criticism from just men of
all parties. As proof of this we
here copy tbe petition, that all who
read may understand it8 purport:

MEMORIAL TO CONGREZES,

Toths Honorable the Senate and House of |

Representatives of the United States, in
Congress Assembled:

Gentlemen—We, the undersigned, mer.
chants and business men, representing
over £10,000,000 in commercial enterprizes
and real estate In the Territory of Utah,
do regpectfully call to the atiention of
Congress the fact that our means bas
becn invested in good faltb; that wg have
been Induced to enterinto these enter-
prises by the apparent advantages ol the
Territory, and by the act of Congress
in Ulsh a territor-

| »ny

ated, and mueh benefit to the whole coun-
try.

Therefore, we do protest against the pas-
sage of any measur: relative to Utah, by
your honorable body, untll it has first
been clearly shown that the business in-
terests of this Territory will not suffer in
conseqguence.

And your petitioncrs, as in daty bound,

will ever pray.

This document was presented to
tbe mercantile and other business
men and firms in (his eity for signa-
ture. Bo far as we can learn, and
our source of inforw ation is reliable,
‘he only non-“*Mormon?” houses that
signed it were the following:

Godbe, Pitts & Co,, D uggisis,

Q. F. Culmer, Merchant.

(3. Arbogas', Couf ctioner, etc.

L. B. Mat ison, Wagou and Agri-
caltura! Implement Dealer,

A. J. Jobnson, Agricultural lm-
plement Dealer,

L. Cotterell & Co., Wagon Dealer.

W. H Straub, Manage: Osborne
Machine Depot.

We do not konow whether or rnot
these gentlemen will appreve of the
publicity thus given to their names
in this connection. but we are of the
opinion that it will do them no barm
here or elsewhere. Their rignatures
to the atove petition eannct be eon-
atrued by sny person having com-
mon justice or common esense, 88 an
endorsement of “Mormonisw’ or
part or featore tbereof, A resi-
dent bu-iness man who could not
endorze the statemeuts contained in
the document, must be either very
iguorant of local aflairs or ashamed
or afraid of the tiuth. And we sre
satisfled that rome who did not
sigu, were deterie: through abject
fear of the rapaciius and plotting
¢ ique who apply the lash to such
““‘Gentiles’” as do not fall into their
lives. |

In regard to the other matter re-
ferred to vy our correepondent, we
have to say that it was an advertise-
ment, inserted and paid for as such,
and not containing a gingle line of
editorial msatter, Our readers ought
fo be able to draw a clear
distinction between the advertising
and editorial colunins of this paper.
They =«re under two different de

artments, The edilor does not

old himself responsible for any-
thing tuat is placed in the advertis-
ing columns by the publisher. If a
liquor dealer =dvertises his wares,
we do not endorse liguor drinking.
If aquack advertizes his pills, pe-
tions, nostrums or pretended cure-
alls, we do not connsel the peojle to
swallow or put faith in them. We
do not advize our readers to buy all
that is offered for sale, either by
fr end or foe, through the medism
of this paper, Btill there should al-
ways be some mark to distinguish
advertising from editorial matter,
especially when both appear in the
same Kkind of type.
ment] should properly nave been
placed over the article in

The DESERET NEWS has, without
exception, the best facilities of any
newspaper in this region for reach-
ing op}

ess

Feo e of the
live business men with an eye tol

[Advertisec- | 28

queztion, !

thelr own interesis sre not slow to

of the opportunities thus made
available, to draw at'ention to their
goods, They do not always endoree
our sentiments, nor we their pre-
tensions. Business is business;
opinions~, docirines and arguments
belong to another departmect,. We
wigh cour friends to understand that
we do not control or interfere with
the advertising,columns, neither do
we permit our views on any subje-t
to be influenced by the patronage
of advertisers, who hang up thei:
business signs in the EWS in order.
to attract the publie, on the same
principleas in painting their names
and callings on a house front or
marking them on a fene=, only ad-
vertising is much the more resp-ct-
able and effieacious method.

If the Latter day Saints have not
the good eense to discriminate be
tween friende and foer, and to re-
frain from furnishing the latter with
weapons to asea 1 them, they should
not complain when the consegences
of their own folly are experienced.
Self-preservation is eaid to be ¢the
first law of nature,” and common
prudence suggests that while we do
not cherish ill-will towards our ene-
mies we should at Jeast not supp 'rt

LEGISLATIVE EXPENSES.

Tr will be remembered that during

the lzst sesslon of the Legislative
Assembly considerable dizscussion
was had over the question of legis-
lative expenses, some members {ak-
ing the poeifion that all the print.

ing and other incidental expenses
could be paid by the Secretary out
of the amount appropriated by Cone.
gress, and that the Asser. bly had no
right to appropriate anything for
such expens:s. The NEWS explain-
ed the restrictions plagced upon the
Secretary, and argued that the con-
tingent expeoses of 1he Legislature
for such things as were not provii-
ed for by Congress, guch as extra
clerk hire, printing of the minutes,
ete,, ete., should he paid out of
the Territorial Treasury, The fol.
lowing letter from the Comptrolier
bears directly upon thiz matter:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
First Comptroller’s Office,

Washington, D. C,,
Apri] 8, 1882,

Hon., A, L. Thomas, Territorial
Seoretary. Salt Lake City, Utah:

Sir~In reply to your several
questions I have to say that, *‘the
~uboru¢inate officers of each branch
of the Legicslature appropriated for
are, one chiefl clerk, one enroll-
ing and engrossing clerk, one
sergeant-at-arms and doorkeeper,
one mes-eng-r, one watchman, one
chaplain—six in all. Of th- appro-
priat on enly $2,5600 can be used for
printlursg in any oue year—and the
appro;ristions for oue year can not
be used furany olher year, If in an
itemized estimale, more tuan
$2,500 had been asked for and the
total amount a-ked for had been ap-
jropriateq, thep, perhaps, tue
smount asked f r printing could be
used ror that purpose., Only the
biils, laws and journals of the Legis.-

the office of the BSecretary can be
pail for out of the apprupriation.

J I'he Secr tary cannot pay ior daily

slips of the minutes,even by ealling
such the *“journ:L7% « Pocketl knives
cau not be rurnished to the memb-

ers from the approp iation. The
Secretary is he'd responsible for the
expenditure of the islatlve ex-
pense appropristion,
Respectfully,
WM. LAWRENCE,
Comptrolier.
—
SELF-PROTECTION.

SALr LAKE City,
Mearch 11th, 1882,

Editor Deseret News:

The Latterday BSaints, during
Conference, received much valuable
advice pertaining to things both
spiritual aud temporal. In refer-

s+ Jed to refrain from patron zing in
their busiuess relationsall ihose who
80 1ecently defined their a titude
towards the peopl: of Utah in refus-
iig to sign a petition to Congress
Ainst ha-ty s ecial legisla:ion,
The spir:t to pursue this course was,
by she very nature of the circum-
stances, de:ply impressed vpon the
hear. of eveiy true Latter-day

perceive this, and so tuke advantage | pro

quested, a8 I understand, to coms
mise themstlves by endorsng
any part of the religion of the “Mor.
mon” people—if 1 am wrong you
c¢an, no doubt, correc: me--bat to
attest facts which they knew to be
true, In the boundless charity
which the Saints have been taught
to entertai.. for the people of all the
world, many of thema have utterly

falled to comprehend the saying of

Je-us that, *“fhose who are not for
you are against you,” Experience,
#ad though :t may be, canunot fail to
impress upon the minds of the
thoughtful the foreible truth of the
saying; and while we are, through
their own act, cumpelmd' to witn.
draw our support from those who
bave re‘used to be our friends when
th:re seemed to be a time of need,
we can buf regret the lack of grati-
tude on the part of many made
wealthy by the patronage of the
people. We should not, however,

| be upjust. If others can atford to

g
T

ence to the latter, they were coun- |

E{:ﬁfg, “All hail

attributes of ,the God
followed byJ. P,

be so, Ea uc;.unnt. 1 would therefore
respectfu suggest and uest
that you blinhgte: the NE;*? the
names, if you have them, of all
non-“*Mormon’” merchants who
signed, sy that the people may be
able to viscriminate between thoss
that did, and those that did wuot

them at the expense of our friends, |sign the petiiion.

One reason i for making this re-
quest is to be found on the first psge
of your issue of the 8th inst.. where-
on is set forth at length and in ve-
tall the aflai's and manufacturing
facilities ol a prominent firm doing
busine-s in this city and Territory.
This may be inserted as an adver-
tisemeut and as such in no wise
have the endorsement of the NEWS,

but it does not so appear.
Will you please explain and
ﬂbl.igﬂ a8 BUWBIBEB:
S an - o

SALT RIVER DISTRICT CON-
FERENCE.

MEsA, April 3, 1882,

Our Quarterly Co:uference com-
menced on Saturday morsing, at 10
o’c ock, with Elders H. C. ers
and G. W, sirrine both present on
the stand,

Meeting opened by singing the
hymn on page 134,

Prayer by (. W, Sirrine.

The Choir then pang the bymn on
page 28.

Elder David Savsge addressed the
meeling on the necessity of the
Saints preparing themselves for com.
ing eveuts. He was followed by C,
[. Robson on the principle of obedi-
ence, when Counselor H. C. Rogers
made some appropriate remarks, ex-
borting the kaints to attend to their

| dlltiﬁﬂ.

The Choir sang, “Jesus might
King in Zion, etuﬁ' o
Meeting adjourned till 2 p.m,
Prayer by J. M. Lewis,
2 p. m.
Meeting opened by singing, “The
Lord my pasture shall prepare.”
':}['L‘FELL b,iy; Fraucis M. Pomeroy.
e choir sang, “l saw a migh
angel fly.” o t’
thEldBr tﬁﬂawai]yn Harrls addressed
e meeling, giving his experlence
with the Lnﬁnnnilea in tha]u}el:.at 21
years, showing the great change
amongst them.
Elder H. 8. Phelps bore a faithful

Iature and 1he necessary blanks for | testimony to this being the work of

God.

Counselor G. W. Sirrine epoke at
some leogth on the fulfillm«nt of
prophecy, showing how we should

| live to our privileges,s0 as to be

worthy of the blessing-,

He was followed by Elder A. F.
Htewart, who spoke very encourag-
ingly tothe Saints and bore a strong
testimony to this being the work of
God that should never be overthrown
worlds without end, exhorting the
Ba‘li‘ll]:l: '8 Ittlr a:tend to their prayers,

e choir sang, “ Lord di
with thy blesking e
eeting avjourned till 10 a.m.
Prayer by .'g . Hibbert., o

. 6 k:
The brethren met and tnt?anlt?ted

all the business that was talked of

in our council meeting on the meet-
ing of the 18th ult. - s

Sunday, 10 a.m.
opened Ey thalochuir
the rIOus
Prayer by A. F. Egtewut. |
I be choir sang,*Never from Thee.’

Koer H, W. Bri spoke on the
ead. He was
Steel, comparing

Meeting was

our organizaticn with that our

Savior eslablished while u
earth.

ijon the

sities of rebaptism,' on fa ming,

Saint, weeks beiore any counsel was

erritories,and | 8

iven in relation thereto.

Qur outside friends were not u-l

8lock raising, and
g £ mercantile busi

The choir sang, “Guide us Ok




