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CORRESPONDENCE.

EXTENSIVE FISH PLANTING.

Permit me to respectfully submit for
the Information of the general publie
tbe following report ot the distribution
of tagk basa from Utah Lake, as pro-
rslgd'*ed by chapter 26, session laws of

da

In pursuance of said act, distribution
and plantings of the Oswego or large
motth bass In the waters of Utah have
been made as follows: On the 4th ana
6th of May, 1897, a very large car load
of live bass was taken to the northern
part of the State and planted in Bear
Lake and Bear river in Rich.Cache and
Boxelder countles; the number of fish
in the several plantings aggreg:-ting
about 2,600 in all. Of this number
there were about 460 spawners that
would average nearly two and one-
half pounds in welght each, and esti-
mated to spawn from fifteen to wenty
thousand eggs to each two fish this
season. 'These bass being planted just
before spawning time it may be reason-
ably expected that the waters into
which they were put will receive a
large stock of young basa this season;
and in the two years and slx months
that they are protected by special act
from being.taken in any manner, those
should be well stocked with thig ex-
cellent food and game fish.

On the 30th day of October I took
a shipment of bass to Richfleld as a
stocking plant for the waters of the
upper Sevier valley. This plant con-
alsted of 1,230 fish, 130 of which were
gpawners ranging from one to five
pounds each.

The i2th day of November another
shipment of 2,000 bass was made to
the waters of the lower Sevler river
and distributed from Chicken Creek
lake {n Juab county to Swan and Clear
lakes in Millard county. Of this ship-
ment two large barrels containing 23]
large spawners each were taken out at
Juab statjon and gent to Scipio laKe In
charge of Hon. Orvil L. Thompson of
Seiplo: and in paesing Chicken Creek
lake, one barrel of spawners was tak-
en out and planted there. Four hundred
yearling fry were taken out and pianted
in the Sevier river at the dam site of
the Bonneville Reservoir company; af-
ter which the bulk of the shipment was
taken to Deseret and planted by Coun-
ty Warden 8. H. Nichols of Millard
county I{n the waters of the lower
Sevler river and lakes with whieh the
river connects.

Two harrels containing 46 spawners
were taken to Clear lake and planted,
there.

These several plantings of the Oswe- |
go bams from Utah lake which have
been made during the present season
glve a wide dlstribution threughout
the Btate to this very good game and
food fish, and much benefit will result
therefrom in & few years If the law In
regard to their protection be ohserved
and complied with by the people. Too
much emphasis cannot be placed on
the importance of compliance with the
provisions of the law protecting these
fish; but I fear that there are those
who have very little voluntary respect
for it, and I have reason to think and
believe that some of the early season's
planting have been already taken
since they were planted. As an in.
stance tending strongly to this bellef..
I will state that, a few days ago iIn
company with 8. F. Thompson, thei
wardern of Boxelder county, while re-|
turning from the mouth of Bear river, |
where 1 had heen investigating for
gome evidence of the bass planted In
that locality In the early part of the
geasgon, we saw two men with a boat
hauling a seine on the opposite side of
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the river from us. As It i3 unlawful
to use selnes anvwhere only in Utah,
Bear and Sevier lakes and In the Green
and Crand rivers at speclfied seasona,
Mr. Thompson called the men to our
side of the river with their boat and
seine, and upon their arrival promptly
placed them under arrest. Upon ex-
amination of theilr catch nothing was
found but suckers, but I am satigfled
that if these men oand other violators
like them should chance to get a bass
or two In thelr nets, that they would
fall to distingulsh the difference; or
forget to put the bass back again into
the water.

These menh whom we caught in the
very act of violating *he law told us
that 1t was a commom occurrence for
other parties to come down {from
Brigham City and use selpnes in  the
river, and which they atated had been
golng on all summer. Whether this
statement is true or only made with a
hope of mitigating their nwn folly and
transgression, I cannot say, but I
fear that it is too true, and If true, it
i3 very much to be regretted, as it will
be Impossible to stock the waters of
our State if vandals take out the par-
ent atock as fast as it is put in; and
the hard work of yecars, and the ex-
penditure of the people’s money {n try-
ing to stock our streams and lakes
with good food and game fishes will be
thrown away unless this' vandallsm
Ceases,

As the fish and pamne law permits the
taking of bass with hook and line,
some persons may get the erromeous
fmpression that these bass recently
planted may be taken lawfully in that
way, but it is not so. A special act of
the Leglalature of 1897 appropriating
500 for the purpose of stocking Bear
lake and the Bear and Sevier rivers
with black bass from Utah lake was
passed, and In section 2 provides that,
1t shall be unlawful for any person to
take, In any manner whatever, from
any of the waters mentioned in the
preceding section, any black bass,
planted In pursuancé of this act, for

'two and one-half years from the ap-

proval of this act, and any person con-
victed of a violation of the provisions
of this section shall be gullty of a
misdemeanor.” See chapter xxv, Bes-
sion laws of 1897. All citlizens who are
interested In the material advance-
ment and development of the Ftate
should not hesnitate to give Information
to the proper officers when any viola-
tion of this law comes under their nu .
tice.

In the distribution of these bags
throughout the State I have been en-
abled to make more llberal plantings
than would have been otherwise pos-
gible with the appropriation, through
the generosity of Vice Presldient and
General Manager W. H. Bancroft of
the Oregon Short Line Railway com-
pany, and General! Superintemident A,
E. Welby of the Rio Grand: Western
Rallway company in furnishing free
transportation for the fish. Both com-
panies have been very magnanimous
in the matter, but from “h2 geographi-
cal distribution of the wuters required
to he stocked, the larger share af the
task fell to the Short Line sompany.
For the shipment to the northern rart
of the State made In the early part of
the season, the Short Line furnished
a large mpeclal ear well adapted for
our purpose, and hauled It with ita
large load of live fish froin Provo to
Bear lake (and return empty) on the
regular express traln, and jnstructed
the employes along the line to glve us
all the assistancc we mipght need In
supplying the fish .w}th fresh water on
the way. et b 3

In a similar manner Mr. Bancroft
again furnished another apecial car
for the shipment recently male to the
lower Sevier river. This 2ar was
hauled over the road a distancé of
three or four hundred miles back and
«forth, and kept at the diaposal of the
fish and game department for three
;days.

In the shipment made ta Rlichfield
on the 30th of October last, the R. G.
|W. Ry. Co. very generously gave up
the use of ohe half of the haggage car
‘on its regular passenger train for the
accommodation of the fish; 1nd it ham
liberally granted favors on ather og-
caslons to the fish and game dejart-
,ment of the State.

The liberality of Gen.Supt.Welbyang
General Manager Bancroft in 80 gen-
erously furnishing free transportation
‘for ‘'the distribution of these bags
 throughout the B8tate Is highly com-
'mendable, and deserving uof much
credit from the State and the Zenera)
publie; and in behalf of Lhe State fish
and game department of Ttah they
have my most hearty thanka.

I have alsp to thank County War-
dens Myron C. Newell of Provo ang
Mart Garn of Salt Lakz2 and also
tDeputy State Warden Frank H. Rudey
for their efficlent and untirizuz ajd |n
the handling and planting of the fish,
Especlal credit 1s due to Mr. Garn for
the expert, able and persistent mannes
In which he wiclded the afr pump on
the occaslon of the large consignment
to Bear lake.

JOHN SHARP,
State Fish and Game Warden.

THAT CANAL PROJECT.

Onelda, 1da., Republican: President
Parkingon returned Friday from the
north where he had been attending g
meeting called for the purpose of look
ing into the advimabllity of the con:
struction of a canal which, while
touching other localities, would f sh
water for the Irrigation of the west
slde of Cache valley.

As announced In last week's Repub.
lican, representatives from al) sectiong
interested had been requested to Mmeet
with the president on Bear r{vep
Wednesday and fourteen delegates
were present, all settlements Interesteqg
with the exception of Weston, beiné
represented, representative mmen being
sent from each ward.

The day was very stormy, and aftep
looking over the ground at a point op
Bear river, just below Soda Polnt
where the natural formatlon would al.
low the casy construction of a dam
fifty feet high, the party repalred to
the house of Wm. Davis, where a meet-~
ing was held. After an Interesting djg.
cusslon, which lasted several hours, jt
was decided that the plan of construct.
ing the proposed canal was feasible
and could be carried out if all woulg
unjte. The meeting then adjourned tq
meet at Weston Wednesday, Dec. 3rg
at 10 a.m. 1

In the meantime it is expected that -
the plans discussed wlll be Presented
at mass meetings in the several com-
munities and submitied to a wvote
Should the proposition of the commjt.
tee be ratifled steps will be taken im-
mediately to organize a company ang
the engineering work commenced at
once.

The plans ak suggested by the com-
mittee are to dam Bear river at the
poini mentioned, taking the water
north to Bancroft Flat, thence Into the
Portneuf river, taking the water agaln
from the Portneuf, carrying it dewn
the east gide of Marsh valley, and
from there down the west slde of Cache
valley, two laterals belng run, one
acrosg Bear river to the northern part
of Gentile valley and another Into
' Round valley,




