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rising to address this vast con-
1@itlon, I earnestly desire a contin-
uglon of that liberality of spirit which
wd “enjoyed yesterday by  those
wWhse privilege it was to minister unto
ug, realizing that without it we shall
ho be edified in the truth and the
kpwledge of God. In arising to speak
upn and testify of the work of God,
it } desirable 10 know what to speak
abiit a8 well as what to say about it.
Yeerday I felt pecullar pleasure
an, Joy of spirit in llstening to the
ter{monies of the brethren, because
of he simplicity and force of many of
thitruths that were uttered. One of
thét came forcibly to my mind, as
we 88 to the rest of the hearers, con-
ceging jthe value and importance of
thé living oracles to the Church of
Golon the earth as being the princi-
plepf précedence In the mildst of God's
pedle over written instructions that
aragiven by men. Inasmuch as the
IEldrs speak by the Holy Spirit. the
woild Of the Lord is that their instruec-
tiod should be scripture—'shall ue
theWlli of the Lord, shall be the mind
of fie Lord, shall be the word of the
Lo, shall be the voice of the Lord
andthe power of God unto salvation.”
Whint the declaration was made con-
ceryiNg the Bible, the Book of Mor-
Mmon the Doctrine and Covenants
how deficient they would be in ad-
minplering salvation. if they alone
Wer{ enjoyed by the people. Now we
kno{ Just how it has worked with all
Chritendom, 1o have the Bible with-
oyt having authority te administer
the gdinances mentioned in it.Now we
Tay [POssens elther of these books, or
all of them, and they can not baptize
& gngle man, or woman, Into the
Churh. There 1g not power enough In
ali ¢)e books to do it, nor is there
Pawes In all the books to glve any man
Authgrity to do it. Consequently, then,
tt requires the authority from the Lord
© be Present to administer in all His
frdlns“‘-‘eS. The highest authority
hat ¢e have known—the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, stated, that it was not
Dosgjpic without the birth of the water
and of the spirit to enter the kingdom
°Nf hesven, Said He to the learned
icogemus, “Except a man be borh
Of the Water and of the gpirit he can-
,'l‘,ot enler into the kingdom of God.'"
that %as a declaration of principle
hat w88 inexorable. He who created
thiz b and causes it to travel
roung the sun every three hundred and
alXty.gve days and six hours, estab-
lisheq those great eternal principles
that rule the heavens, algo the law that
except 8 Man be borm of the water
and or the spirit he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God; and one is just
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as much a law of nature as the other.
The latter Is the law of nature and of
grace to man. Who could administer
these ordinances except they recelved
the authority from God to do it? These
books can neither baptize, nor eonfirm
us. 'They cannot confirm upen us the
Holy Ghost nor & membership in the
Church of Christ, nelther can they ad-
minister t0 us any other of the ordi-
nances which we are receiving. and
in which we rejolee so much, in the
house of our God, It réquires nothing
lees than a pregent living minister in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to
admintater in all the ordinances, In
counsel, and in directing all the affalrs
of the Church of Christt We have
learned this, and understand [t, or else
we do not know where our safety
ties.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a sys-
tem of things whieh, In order to be
known and understood, must be lived.
A man cannot preach with effect and
power to another the forgiveness of
sins thtough falth In the L.ord Jesus
Christ, or baptism for the remission
of hie sins, unless he has himself heen
baptized for the remission of hig sins
and has falth in the Lord Jesus Christ
himgelf. NO0 man can administer in
the ordinances of the Gospel of Christ
with effect and with power, unless he
has first been made partaker of them
himself; and that is how we cannot,
any ©f us, preach the power of the
reaurrection, because none of us have
been ralsed fromi1 the dead. When,
by and by, the tlme of the resurrec-
tion comes, men will teach it to us
who have been ralsed from the dead,
and wiho understand and have the
power of it and the keys of it. That
is why you cannot be baptlzed for your
dend in the house of the Lord, untll
you have been first baptized and re-
cejved ordinances yourself. The Gos-
pel has to be lived in order to be
realized and its power received. The
man who goes forward with real re-
pentance of heart for all his sins and
oovenants with God that he will serve
Him the rest of his days, according to
the best of his abllity, with the grace
of God bestowed upon him, and goes
forward and receives this ordinance,
rejoices In thla Gospel; because this
fs the first step In it, and when a man
does this with full purpose of heart
and enters upon keeplng the com-
mandments of God he receives
Holy Spirit. The promise made to
hlm is true, and is fulfilled, and every-
body under the sound of my voice
that* has ever pursued that course
knows that it i8 true, They know
that in enterlng into the service and
keeplng the commandments of God
they receive the Holy Spirit, when ad-
ministered 1o by those who are au-
thorized of (God: and It glves to one
the pift of tonguey, 1o talk In a lan-
guage that he does not know himself.
That same spirit glves to another the
girt of interpretation of what the first
has been talking about, to the edifica-
tion of all who have listened, It gives
to another the gift of heallng, that if
he Is sick, afllicted and distressed,
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and is living hie religion, he can call
upon the Eldera, recelve their blesa-
ing and be healed. 1f he 12 a minister,
of the Lord himself, and labors to re=
ceive it, he will have the gift to admin-
ister the anointing to others, and
they will be healed; or he may recelve
the gift of propheey, of faith, of wis=-
dom, of visions, of dreams, or to hear
the still small volce of the Holy
Spirlt giving inspiration to his soul. It
requires a man to live In the continual
state of humility and obedlence to-
wards God, of repentance for every
imperfection, folly and vanity, and
an effort to depart therefrom, and to
sanctify himself by the working of the
Spirit and the bellef of the truth unto
everlasting life. This Gospel brings
with it the gifts, the blessings and
the grace of Geod, so that the faithful
Salnt, as he goes along in the siraight
and narrew path, knows of the good-
ness of God, that he I8 in fellowship
with the Lord; that he is not alone
and wishiout God in the world, but that
the angels are about him, and the care
of the Lord is over him.

Well, now, we have a Gospel that is
full of j6y and conseolation. It opens
up principles of intelligence, and revel-
ation, of the knowledpe of things past
and present and to come. There are
a great many other religions In the
world, and some very powerful ones,
For Inatance, there Is the Mohamme-
dan reljgion, and those people have a
falth of their own, and they are very
numerous, about 175,000,000, they esti-
mate, I bhelleve, They have their
prophet, they have their faith, they
have their ideas of futurity, and they
are a sort of cousin in the relation
to father Abraham's family, Hils son,
Ishmael, and Isaac's son, Esau, In
their seed, constitute a great portion
of that class of people, They huve had
apostles ralsed up among them, from
the seed of Abraham as they say,
and they entertain a certain amount
of falth. In fact, the promise of the
Lord, wherein he said he knew Abra-
ham, that he would command his ehil-
dren after him, is manifeat In that
people, in that they belleve In one God,
and they clalm one prophet, Moham-
med. Then. again, we _.look to the
eastern world, In China, for instance,
where are said to be about four hun-
dred millions of human beings, and
they belleve in doetrines given them
by Confucius and by Buddhah, and
others. But those four hundred mil-
lions are glven up to the worship of
idols. They are lIdolaters, with the
rest; and g0 we may go on over the
world, and find scores of these great
branches of religion that have had
their heads and chiefs, their faiths
and beliefs. What I want to call your
special attention to in this connection,
is this: Has any one of them ever had
a man of their number pasg through
death, rise again from the grave and
declare to them the principles of hav-
ing obtained through him or by him, a
resurrection—been lifted up to Im-
mortality through their falth? We do
not find it In history anywhere In the

earth that they have ever had such a



