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the following from don PIplattsplaitsatts
correspondencedence to the cin-

cinnati commercialComcommercialpercial wilwllwill be read with
interest by our readers

I1 1 toraOBA GINS HOWL
we had in the senate chamber last

nighta prolonged bowl from the ven-
erable cragin on the subject of mor
monism its evils and remedies ben-
ator

sen-
atorbenatorcragin was afflicted senator cra
giegle felt his chaste soultoul stirred to its in-
nermost depths by this foul blot on
american civilization thatThu one man
should have an assortassortmentmentorof wives
filled the virtuvirtuousoue cragin wrath
and disgust andanh so86 the loftlandloftloftyyandand
chaste Sensenatortitor lifted his voice in angeranger
and addressed no prilleni of senators and
spectators who keep
ing one of Sou theys old story otof
thothe philanthropist who remonstrated
with his neighbor for that heho cleaned
his chimneys by scraping them with
live geese and what do you use
asked the amazed neighbor ducks
was the response

the intelligent and fair cragin began
with the mountain meadow massacre
and traveled down through all the
crimes imputed by slanderto these poor
mormonscormons for twenty five years one
would feel ashamed ifit any shame were
left after so many such exhibitions in
the senate at this show of ignorant
prejudice and blind fury

at the elbow of this vociferous speci-
men of senatorial chastity eat a sena-
tor from one of the new states
amused a dinner party the night before
by an account cf his constituents

were you to rake hellbell from supper tilleilf
daylight you could not get together
such a collection of unmitigated scoun-
drels all the penitentiariesariesarles of the
union vomited their contents on our
devoted lands we had criminals es-
caping conviction escaping
punishment all disguise and thin pre-
tense were thrown became

if a man comparatively
speaking came among us with the rem-
nant of a conscience or a rag of charac-
ter he was foicey ia beitbel defense to
appear wicked aaas the rest and could
find security only iniii the disperdesperationiatlon
thatthab made crime a boast and infamy a
road to favor they murdered indians
in the name of the whites and whites
in the nameon the indians the honorhoDor
heretofore recognized among thieves
ceased to exiexlstand a scoundrel was safe
only in the readinessto job
and murder his brother scoundrel
these are our plopiopioneers these the found-
ers of our empire 11

I1
and yet over this world ofor iniquity

the eloquent floated with hishid
eyes shut to attack Aa cocommunityDi of
people who however bigoted and I1iggrg r

borant are yet moral derlyorderlypr and law
abiding it is the concurrent testimony
ofdif all friend orfieor foe that thefie moment
one passes into utah from an adjoining
territory the fact is made patent by
the quiet cleanliness order and kind-
ness of the people yet over the half
civilized and iniquitous territories our
armies are to march in a raid upon
these poor fanatics I1

it is no exaggeration to say that for
every mormon crime named by the
chaste and virtuous cragin one hun
dredcan be recorded as done by the very
people on the border he would have to
use as volunteers in his war

but this polygamy is a fearful thingthings
it is a twin relic otof barbarism and the
republican party is pledged to its anni-
hilationhilahi lationtiontiou the republican party is
pledged to a good deal that remains yet
unfinished it is pledged to an eco-
nomicalriomical and bonesthonest administration of
the government and yet while this
st joseph looks far over the continent
to pick out a handful of poor fanatics to
punish under his senatorial nose the
most abominable extravagance and cor-
ruptionq t 1 0ngoongo on Thievethievessandand
swindlersw

pi n d I1lersers pimps and lewd wamenwomen
swarm about the lobbies and hurrhurry
through thetwe corridors like norway rats
about a granary each bent upon filling
its maw with the hard earnings of an
overtaxedover taxed people the accumulated
capitcapitalalofof the country in the hands of
unprincipled monopolists has turned
our government into a huge machine
to ride down and crush out the memechan-
ic

ohanchan
farmer and laborer

pledges of the republican party I1
like that to sit in the galleries of
either homehouse and listen to the quarrels
and abuse below sounds likeilka pirates
fighting over their plunder
raudsand what makes the lattermorematter more ag-

gravatinggradatinggravating is18 that every piece of rascal-
ity is sugar coated with the nasty cant
of religion and pamorality whenever a
solonmon rises to hishia feet and saysesya solemn-
ly

n
in the name of god amen you

may bet your innoinny greenback that he
has hid innyit CAEcau tail doige 4
nal swindle
i I1 h aye not thothe patience to listen toorto or
to argue birath thee people for that I1
knowaw that they are nott and
herebera Is tilerfliertherefore ino justiceor reason

to0 which one pan appeal now thatteat
polygamyolygamy is brought in immediate con-
tact with the christian civilization to
baysay that iniii its suppression we must aap-
peal

p
to the criminal enactment and the

bayonet instead of reason addand the
bible is to say that our civilization is a
failure and our moral teachers impotent
humbugshumburgshuma bugs already the intelligence
reachesea hesheb us of discontent that culminates
inn serious division in the church for
the government after twenty years
toleration to attempt to suppress the
evil that comes of lgignorancenorance is to heal
the dissension and unite the mormonsMormonomons
As in the territory all are freafreo to ex-
press their opinions and as ponenone are
held in durativeduraticeaiice or suppressed by force
the interference afpfof the government is13

uncuncalledalfed for and unwise
there is an inside history to this bill

which ought to bobe ventilated it is unun-
derstoodderstood that a majority of the commit-
tee to which it was referred in the
senate are opposed to the unconstitu-
tional provisions but it nevennever wAS dis-
cussed in committee previous to genaaenasenatorstors
cragin and howards unauthorized re-
port I1 get the fact from bepsepsenatorbenatoratoraton schurz
who attended every meeting for the
purpose of the absurd clauses
introduced by cragin finding that
the iniquity would be delaydelayedtd and per-
haps defeated by such consconsiderations1

iterationsiderations
oracrabraginn and howard stole the bill outandaiand reportedportedre it to the senate as the bill
of the committee that such larceny
and lying should pass rebuked only
proves the utter demoralization of this
once imposing body I1 asked senator
nye who is ebairmanchairman of the committee
andaud hehe told mewe that the bill had never
been under consideration previouspre to
report but that an informal vote had
been taken outsoutsideide the committee room
and that cragin and howard had car-
ried the measure senator schurz not
voting the fact is the privilege never
was accordaccorded bd him thethe committee being
afraid of the clearheadedclear headed and impartial
senator from missouri these timid
gentlemen are noenoc done with him yet

DO vegetables THINK

that a plant possesses any faculty
likeillie our power of thought probably no
one would claim but is there anything
in vegetable life which for that sphere
ofdf creation answers the purpose which
reason or instinct serves in human or
brute life it is commonly supposedsuppose
that all animal life laIs superior to all
vevegetableeltabietable life that the lo10lowestwest form ofalifarifanimalnial in16 which vitality is scarcely
recognizable is of a higher order than
the highest form of vegetable structure
certain plants show a greater sensitive-
nessne ss to touch and a greater variety of
movements than some of thetho lowestlowest
specimensmensmeng of the animal kingdom but
is this sensitiveness and these move
ments purely IL without any
feeling oroi even knowledge of the event
on the plants part ii15 is easier to ask
than to answer suchbuch questions and
without attempting their solution or
even to definedefine our idea of what thought
means we propose presenting some
curious facts relating to the subject
whichthich wowe have gleaned from various
sources there may be different theo-
ries for accounting for these things and
our readers may be abieable to solve the
problem to their own on we
must confess thabthat to ourselves therethore has
appeared no entirely satisfactory reply
to thetho question do vegetables think

no one yet habhas found anythingaaything ap-
proachingproaching to an explanation why the
seed invariably sends its root downward
and its stalk upward all kinds of rea-
sons have been given the most com-
mon is that plants strive toward the
sun experiments of the most various
kinds have proved that no external
causes whatever can be found to account
forr this inveterate tendency some of
theh experiments are very curious
acorns and beausbeans placed in tubes fullfuli
of earth have been turned and turned
about whirled round wheels day and
night till one would have thought
they must have lost all idea zenith
and nadir but no in spite of all inge-
nious attempts which have been made
to confuse the vegetable mind It persists
inn sending its stalk upward and its
root downwards one of the most con-
clusive experiments waswag M
brouchetDrou chet hebe billel with earth a vase
whose bottom wabwag pierced with holes

Aini the bolesholes he placed bean seeds so that
each plant hadhid every inducement to

I1 thrust its roots upward to get carthandeartearthhaudhandandsud

itsita stalk downward to have elightth and
aliair itft true to
the education baby seedaeed
aust itsita mother and
which every or die
itt thrust itits root downward into empty
nirmirlirair and its stalk tipupwardward through iti hethe
park thick earth thetthe first witherediheridi
the latter was suffocated landnd the infant
bean plant perished as a martyr to the
law of nature but it proved itsitar

autonomy and invincible con-
stancy

another peculiarpecullar example of anton-
y

auton-
omy and c in plants is shown
funruin creeping and climbing plants aich
turn in spirals round any support they
will obstinately persist in climbing in
the direction of the first spiral turn be
ftit to left or right no surprise no
system of coaxing will make the plant
forget or change the directdirectionibn it first
began to climb with its infant shoots
what then laIs this energy this invin-
cible which exhibits itself in the
tender baby milky pulp of the first
spiral of the twining plant and whickwhich
overcomes any obstacle someborne plants
like the hederbedeacearaces may be
seen climbing a wall throwing their
delicate arms like feelers dying of dis-
appointment where they fail to find a
resting place but where they do cling-
ing to thetho wall with little discs like a
flys foot and so creeping up and up in
search of heat and warmth

As to that strange phenomenon
known as the sleep of plants though it
is neither an argument inill favor OLof in-
stinct nor sensibility it demonstrates a
further likenes in their vitality to that
of animals sleep indeed seems an
improper expression it is a sort of
vegetable concontractiontraction which plants ex-
perienceperience at certain times the leaves in
this plant sleep are drawn together
and become crisp and hardbard to the touch
and they return to their former state as
though extended by a spring the lotus
of the nile and metue wat r ililiiaily as is
well lingjingknownwn go to sleebleesleeppatpauat nignightA t and
even withdraw their flowers beneatbeneathli
the surface of the water other plants
however sleep at all hours of the day
and night with buchsuch regularity and di-
versityversity that Linnlinnaeusteus made a flower
clock which he called the dial of flora
by means of rows ofaof flowers which ex-
pandedbanded in regular succession day and
night but even thefhe flower clock of

nolnot morg marvelous than the
oscillating movements of the leaflets of
thetha byrans of bengal of
wwhichaich two out of iiieveryaery three united on11

one stem and forming thelthoieaves of thithe
tireetree oselia teto one afier the otheroilier exactsexactly
illethelikeilke the pendulum otaoraof a elockclock arddarid their
ascending movements are with jerko
precisely like the second handband ot0
a watch

tpto return however to phenomena
denoting sensibility and instinct we
may note that plants may be put to
sleep by as well as destroyed
by poison and thatthai in the sensitive
plant I1 a drop of sulphuric acid placed
on the root of the leaf notnol only kills
the leaf itself but when it contracts at
the first touch of the poison all the
leaves shut with a sympathetic shud-
der the sensitive plant being the most
delicate creature in the whole range of
vegetable sensibility is necessarily a
stranger to none of its symptoms it
goes to sleep regularly in the evenevening33 9
gathering all its leaves up and toward
midnight it gives them a gentle quiver
like a birdblid or a little lady rousing an
insainsiinstanttant from sleep turning over and
gling to Bsleepbeep again and with the first
rays of tthehe sun it distendsdibdis tends its leaves
andaud stretestretcheshes itself out in the sunshine
the exquisite sensibility of this delicate
creature is so great that a shock a noise
a 00toooo joudload voice and even a strong
smell gives it convulsions in the
west indies if you comelcome upon it sud-
denly not properly announced your
very shadow is sufficient to give it notngu
an attack of nerves for it has been
proved to have nonnonee but a fainting fit
but all these isolated symptoms are no-
thing to the fact that a whole field of
them may be thrown into a state of
alarm if their advanced guard discovers
an enemy you may walk up to a bed
of them and by touchtouchinginglug the nearest
ones with a cane throw the whole re-
public into a state of terror from leaf to
leafleaff from branch to branch fear takestake
possession of the whole commonwealth

the enemy is in sight this proof of
sympathetic sensibility extraordinary as
it is doesdoear not however surpass the ex-
hibitionhibi tion of sensitiveness made by a
plant on a journey in the carriage
when the carriage began to move it
shutabut itself up in a fright etwast was a mo-
tion it had not been accustomed to
howeverhawever it was gently treated anandaud
getting rereconciledconci led to the motion ititsi
conconfidencefid ence returnreturnededitit opened itsils leaves
and seemed quitequito happy when ththe

i
1

carriage stopped the courage of the sen-
sitive plant failed again something
dreadful hadhaa surelyburely shrunk
itself upUA iqn a fright auandang eptip remained
untilI1 the marfiakcarcarriagefiahfiak e weunleuhwent onorico hadrebadremore t
after a few experiments the plant was
edueducatedgated into being a courageous trav-
eler and fogdt quitequita rt Igne to the
little incidents of travel and nevelnever
fainted again on any occaoccasionslonsion but
what shall we say of the musel
pulapuia of north ubioat which belongs
to the same family yet laIs by no meansmehus
as innocent istrice icit passes bitsi whole
existence in alluring filesflies into itiits
clutches andabd putting them to death
every is
flytrapfly traptran As boghbogn hsihii the insect alights
on theibe lt which the Js pplantant
carefully baits with gugumim to aattractitracvit1

the leaf which lhasahas adlhinggt nthethiathid cen-
ter doubles up and Caiches thi alya

prisonerBoner when he is dead the
and hebe iaIs allowed to fall out the trap
iais ae t again and the dionsia
goes anibn catching flies to the end of its
wicked existence 1

we mat confess that to ourselves
there has appeared no entirely satisfac-
tory reply to the question do vege-
tables think I1

jtit 19its well known to every botanist
horticulturist and farmer that fruit
trees set more fruit than they perfect or
ripen to illustrate our thought we
will selectselecta a single spray of sayan ap-
ple tree though it might be of any
othenother fruit tree just aaas well the tree
of which this spray is a part has setbet a
profusion of fruit and the whole crop
has progressed to a ascertaincertain size with
uniform health and vigor but now
the tree has become conscious by some
means that by reason of drouth inju-
ry sickness or other cause it will not
be able to ripen and perfect all the ap-
ples ibit has begun let us suppose that
i be spray we havebavo selected has upon it
five of these apples that are perfectly
grown all of which havebave thus far been
equally healthy and vigorous but it
has now become evident to the tree that
the whole upon it cannot be perfected
and tbthatat a part maatmust bb sacrificed as the
only meansweans of the remainder
and here two questions area to bedettibe detel
mined first thetho nunumberru bierbler of the 9grow-
ing

roW
applesapplies that are to be sacrificed

second the selection andkno identification
of the particular individuals that are to
be thus disposed of

these two questions or one ifit youiouyou
prefer are to be settled by the tree
itself italeneit alone first detdeterminesermineserminea the ne-
cessity of any saesacrifice and ifhenben it
alone nixesfixes the number that must bobe
lost and ordains ibethe particular individ-
uals

lidiia
thatthad are to constitute this number

letletusus now return to spray
with tilehe livefive apples uponapontit and we
may suppose thatthit two bf these are of the
number to be sacrificed mark it is not
simply two fifths ofor these but itit is two
specific individual applesapples of these five
apples that are to be lostoatoalost and now for
thetile process of destroyingg these particu-
lar apples after they are appointed by
the parent tree to die the tree which
has condemned and sentenced these se-
lected apples to destruction has yet to
become theirweir executioner this it has
the powerower to do iniii only one way andchadsthat Is lo10 withhold nourishment from
them this is done and as a conse-
quence theythes are literally starved to
deathpromfrom the time the fatetate of these vic-
tims is determined nourishmentthe for

is rigidly withheld from
them and so they inevitably wither
and die AgainA gain two certain onesofies of these
five are of the condemned numberhomber all
the leaves of this pray anndarid gacheach of the
selectedtOd apples that are to be perfected
being three in number continue to yere-
ceive their fullrun and proper supply of
nutriment while the victims are whol-
ly deprived of all sustenance and so
wither and die03 the pamefame Is true of all
otherbibler parts of the tree as of this part
and BOso ofall other tres and of all plants
no less than of the apple tree

among the orjointed aggs
is a genus called oscIllatorls the mem-
bers of which might almost be mistaken
for a number of worms writhing togeth-
er these shift their position with very
considerable alacrity if for example
a patch of them be placed in water in a
plate and a black bell glass be inverted
over them in such a manner as not to
quite touch the bottom of the plate the
confervw in a very short time will be
found to have glided out at that side of
the bell glass abst exposed to light
they have been observed to travel in a
few hours to a distance of ten times their
own length the young of certain
speciesoppioles of them too whenwilen separated
from the mother plant move onward init
the water with velocity until they reareach

1

ch
a chady spot when they take root linsenandd
remain fixed haneashaneys journal i je0
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