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FORTY.NINE YEARS.

This period represeats the time that
Uisb bus besn ocoupled oy while
men in the work of establishing citles,
towne and vllinges and hringing mouo.

talp, vale, and stream under the dou-
minjon of a olvilizsd race. Before the
commencement of that period all thia
mouuntaio region, sand for mapy years
after a large pottion of it, were a desert,
inhrhited hy a lew wandering sav:
ages and by wild heaets, repiiles anu
Ingecis. Forty-nine yesre ago n small
band of religious exiles — the vau-
guard of the Mormon people who hnd
bheen compelied to flee fromn their
homesin [llinols hecause of their Adel-
ity to the Goepel of Chbrist—emerged
from Emigration Canyon, the defile
east 0! Salt Liake City and just south ot
Fort Douglss, and from the easatern
bench ehiained their firel view of the
dry and harren valley of the Great Balt
Liake,

The arduous journey scrose the great
plaine apd the settlcment of Ulab'a
vieles wue the work of the Murmon
people ae & religlous hody; aud Lhe
gredit lor whbatever pBuocess and
triumph have atteoded the brirgl e
of thin seClienn Of couotry under the
rule ol civilization 1 due to the caure
o! Chrintdapity ns revealed answ to
this age through the Propbet Joseph
Smith. It was becaure of their claime
ad Liatter-day Haints that the svitlers of
Utah were persecuted io tbelr former
bome; It was as Baiols that they took
up thelr journey westward, looklng to
God for yuldance and deliverance; v nd
it war a® Balnte thst they made
their sbhode io lbheen valleye, Uunder
such an luepliration it was Do wonder

- that, when their Prophetl and lender in
thoee daye, Presivent Brigham Young,
Jooked over the scene us It wae pre-
septed Lo hle view from the hench snd
announced that this was the place the
I,ord had shown bim 1o vision aa the
resting and gatbericu pince of Lhe
Baints, thove who followed him waid
ammen, and (et thal tbey bad reached
their bome,

All the progress from Nauvoo west-
ward, and the pseltiement bere, wus
an exerciee of inepired falth, maupifest
by worke of trin]l aod tribulstion un:
gurpasged in the bistory n! any olher
people. It was not the judgment and
power of uap, for these would have
pusred this valley by ae*‘a place unfit
for habitation,’”” Bat God bad aelected

it; He {Indicated it as the home
in ‘%the top of the moun-
tnins’* for His people; He had

promised them **a land rioh shove all
otber Jands,”’ and #afid He would make
‘“‘the barren waste n fruitful Held,””
and “the desert tv blossom nethe rose.””
This selection mud thess promlees
were made known o the peuple
through the presloing Church suihur-
tes as tha wora . f the Liird, ang not.
withataodiug the fact (ust i) pstural
appearances were opposed thereto,
thtough thelr knowledgethatdivine In-
eplration was with the lesders ot Israei,
tne #eiple accepled the Almigbiy at
His word se revealed (briugh His
servapts in latter daye, npd localed
here. The resnit of forty-nine years’

experience in *the wvulleys of the
mountalne?® stunde hefore the world as
promicent wnd incontrovertiblu evi-
deoce of the euldeance of the
Almighty inthe aftaite of His obil-
dren, and of the [ucl that God epoke Lo
and toreugh the autboritlea of the
Clhurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Suinls,

An to lhe scene that presented Itsel!
in July, 1847, and the cbange Lhal en-
wued, with the cnuses (nerelor ns
regoynized ity the Plonesrs Lheau and
since, we (uote (rom the address of
President Wilford W.odrulf, made st
the last geveral ceiehration of Ploneer
Duy held in Bait Lake Cliy—July 24,
1880.

When we arrived in this valloy we
found it o harren desert, and a very
desert it was. There was no mark of the
white iman. We found a few naked
Indians who would eat a pint of rossted
erigkets for their dinner. Bula great
change bas come over this desert. A
gooerstion has passed. Eligbv of the
quorum of the Twelve Apostles who
wore then liviog, and most of 1hem
amoog the Ploneers, are mow in the
apirit world, Orson Pratt, Erastus Snow
and myeelf are the only ones now living
who ware among the Ploneers and in the
quorum of 1bhe Twelva at that time.
‘irulyihen we tound a barreu desort. To-
day I stand in a 'abernacle filled wiib
some ten thonsand of the Latter-daySaints
who have followed the Pioncers into
these valleys of the mountains, When
we gust pur eyes over these valleys, then
a desert, today they are teaming with the
indastry of 150,000 of the sonm and
daughtera of Zton, who have heen gath-
ered by the commandments of God and
the proclamation of the Gospel of Chriat,
We, as Ploneers and ss tho people ot
Goci, uwre making hisiory.

Bince that celebration of Ploneer
Day, miacy of tbe nobls hand whn en-
tered the Bait I.ake valiey In 1847 have
passed Away, Amoig them two of
the three Aposties mamed in 1880
by Presivent Woodrufl—Orson Pratt
and Krastus Bunow, and ere the oppor-
tunity presents lor spother celebration,
the probablhity of pature 18 thal 1he
pew pmall numhber living will he still
furtber reduced, This yenr would
huve wilnessed a Ploneer Teunlon and
oslebrntion, hut for s ead event which
from Jts nature made such B procsed.
inz inopportune; this was the desth of
the beloved and bouored son of & Pi-
oneer of 1847, nlso loved and hooovred
by the whole people.

Or the presiding council of the
Cburch who came into the valley with
the MNrst ocompany of Pioneers,
President Wliford Woodrul alone
remaine; of the entite hand of
voe huudred apd forty-three men,
thies women and two children,
the NEWE gave Lwo yeurs ago, on the
ooossinn of the Pigneer reunlop at
Sattair on A ugust 20, a ilst a1 tbirty-
e¢ight survivers, Bioce then the pum-
ber has heen cut dvwu hy tne deastn o
seversl.amuony tnem Patriarcoe Lioreu-
z3 D. Youne aud Jacod Weller ui thix
city, and W m, Carter or 5i. Qeolfye—
the lailter one of tbe tirst who pluughed
iand in this valley, By anotber July
24.h, whben tbe flitletb year since the
arrival in Utah shall have heen round-
ed ouf, we know not what bames Diay

be dropped from the list. But we do

know that the Pioneer band and the
cause that tmpelled their herole action
are permanently enebrired In the
heavls of the neople of these mountain
vales, Hobporing the Pioneers who jed
the van inthe sssemhling of the Lat-
ter-day Balota in their present home,
we giorlly the God of Ierael whoge
guldanee, losplistion and blesslng
was over aji, and who provided pe
mesans of estabiishing the Baints jp
thelr Jovely mountain home,

I¥ RISEN FROM THE DEAD,

The patriarch Joh, as we have record
in the nineteenth chapter of the bLogk
of Joh, muade use of the tollowing lap.
gunge regarding Christ the Bon ol Gog:

For I know that my Redeemer liveih
and that He sball stand su the latler-day
upon the earth: and though, atter my
akin, worms deslroy this budy, fm. inD my
flesh shall I see God; whowm I shall sge
for myself, and mine eyes shall behold,
abdd not another; though my reins e
oonsumed wlthin me.

Here is o upeguivoesl declaratign
ot wseveral faols which the putrlargh
slates &4 wituln his Bnowledge; apd
in gne of these Invoived the necessity of
agnlu recelving bie hody of flesh, .
tnough worme should dealroy it after
pi~ mortul ueath. He looked for demtn
ae & cellalvtly, ln common with manp.
kipt; Wb squal certninty be Walenpd
ot lue Comiug of the Rouvemel, apd
ju the same ushsoiuie nssursdce o1 thayg
wihiobp wiuld come, Do proclalmed th e
fact of the resurrectien of bis body
that ip hila Heeh sud with s owpg
vyes heshoula see Gou.

Qentunries ppsscd before the dools werg
opened tunt the foreknuwledge of Jop
cuuld be pitested by the actunl ocour-
rence of tbe evenis he bad predicied,
I'ne resurrection hvoaiv Eure of pe.
complishment only in the dealh ang
raleing ageln of Jesus Christ; and gn
that Tajelng hinges all tbe promises gt
salvation, or the fulfilmenl thereof,
ever made or yet to be. Bullt Jgp
ppuke troly It mugt coms, and f it hug
since taken pimov, tben ithe patriargh
epoke by the apirit of prophecy.

tiHe 1s rlsen from the deau,’’ ls the
tertimony of the Ajostles inthe hig.
lory they bave luft us of Hie scte upon
earth. It {e tbe testimony of tpe
worid in jts history wherever Chrjg-
tinnity bes rvacbed. It is the ralsing of
the actual bhouy of fleah and honeg—
that which exlsts in thia spbere. [t
was In tbe fleeh, and with bLlsownp
eyen, and nol snotber’s, that Job was
to behold the Hely Qoe. it s I;
bandle me and wes,” wald  Jesup,
when He came forth from the tomh
and Invited that inepectlon whigh
would prove that Hie wae a body of
flesth apd hunes, Bud that it was not a
sp ritual appearing.

The prime fuck vf Obristlan bistory
{s the aowuul resurrection of the hody
of Jesus. It wae that fact wbich the
A pustles went lonh to prucleim, They
usd been  plupged 1ulo # slage
or terfur &Ll bopeleesnens at
His destv, 10 wbich they were
witnesees, What raised tbhewm lrom
that condition to oue of the most suh.
ilme {courage und assurance of vie-
tory? It wus tbe resurrestion of Christ.
Nothlog elee could bave nocomplished
tout end., They kavw Jewnr; they atw
and drank and glept with Him through



