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AS there was no opposition to the
People’s Ticket, the election yester-
day was without excitement and

but a light vote was polled, It
takes some greater incentive than

thie mere duty of exercising a right

to induce some people to to the
polls on election days. If there were
any perceptible likelihoods of dan-
ger they would be up and doing, but
in the absence of anything unusual,
they see no necessity for exertion
and are willing to let the power
they hold remain dormant. Others,
who are alive to the duties of citi-
zone, seeing the necessity of being
always ready and counting one on
the right side at every opportunity,
make it & point to put their votes
where they will do the most
every time, cultivating the wise
habit of using the ballot without
fail.

But there was another reason be-
sides the apathy of some of the vot-
ers why the vote yesterday was 8o
light. Quite a number of citizens
went away disappointed from the

wolling places because their names
id not appear on the Registry List.
This was the case at the election in
1878. At that time, in consequence
of mistakes in copying, a many
names of persons who had been duly
registered according to law were
omitted from the list, they therefore
could not vote, although they had
taken the oath required, and were
thus far properly qualified, We pre-
sume that mistake has since been
rectified. &

The law provides for the revision
of the Registry List,and for an annual
revisiting of the dwelling houses in
each precinct,to find out whetherany

rson whose name is on the list has

ied, removed, or in any other way
become disqualified as a voter, so
that the name may be erased from
the list,and also to find out whether
any qualified voter lives in the pre-
cinct whose name -does not appear
on the list, in order that it may be
added. If this provision of the Jaw
is dilizently carried out, we are of
the opinion that many votes might
be gained for the Pevple’s Ticket.

But a large ;&;mbqr of c&imna
“'* : ppn? a misunderstanding.
'E_-’fl'{hej' had-duly registered under the
_~ Mmunigipal opdimanee,and were quali-
" fied to vote at a municipal election,
but their names, although appea
& iﬂz - on the ‘city eyl w
‘List, _did mot appear' ' ®n
‘the county- Registry List, and they
could not therefore be permitted to
vote for county and territorial offi-
cers, [he law provides that during
the' week commencing on ‘the

first Monday in June, any .person

- whose name is not found on !:; _ &E}h
“gistry List may appear at the oflice
_.ﬁf"ll;ge County Jgaaou&or, and by

. being properly registered have h
nmng&' al:ddgc?r to the list. |
There is a special provision for the
eniry of names of voters previously
omitted, by .the Assessor or his de-
puty during the week commencing
on the second Moaday in September
of the present year,and e se-
cond vear thereafter. It would be
- wel for every citizen pessessing the
" gualifications.of a ?ﬂhﬂrﬁvh?wmiﬁ:
oes not appear on e
or whm.pnama is on ?ﬁﬂ list of
the wrong , precinct,” to see that
the list i8 rectified so far as he is
mm’*eme.'ll at the time last above
mentioned. This can. be done by
séeing the assessor at his office. in
% .~tlte%uunty Court House. |
[tis very important that
son, male and female, who can
thfully take the oath required
shall be registered. It Is equally
- “jmportant that the  Registry List
“shall contain 'the ndames of every
rson who is rt?lghterod, and it;t;t
hey appear in the proper precinct,
Omissions and mh&k_ﬁﬂ may work
xo injory when there is no contesf,
althouirh they ought not to ocour. in
officis! documents, but in case of
Up sosivion, division and the contin-
gencied that way arise, such errors
aight be fatal to the causes of the
Penples” Party in the ceunties where

" ~they occur.

The officers whose duty jt is to
gltend to these matters camnnot be

| limiting

to the list of voters. -

The time has gone when dilatori-
ness and carelessness in citizens or
officials can be condoned without
censure, KEvery one must be upand
doing, and all things required by
law must be performed in the season
thereof and in the manner pres-
cribed.
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COLLECTING SCHOOL TAXES.

WE received this morning the an-
nexed communication:

Editors Deserel News:

Dear Birs.—The new school law
provides that by a two-thirds vote a
iax can be assessed in each school
district for local school purposes, ‘1s
it imperative that said tax should be
collected in the year that it is voted
for or can it be collected at any sub-
sequent period, that the Trustees
may determine upon.

Please answer the above through
your columns, and oblige,

Yours truly,
ONE OF THE TRUSTEES.

We are of the opinion thatitis
not im tive that the tax referred
to shall be collected during the year
in which it is assessed, if the trus-
tees do not so determine. The per
centage of tax is fixed by the tax-
o gy s Vol

or tha e law
the maﬂp:lrﬁhmnunt to
the sum of two per cent.

annum,
The assessment is made within the
time directed by the trustees. And
the time of collection is also fixed
by the trustees, with the praviso, as
we understandit, that it shall not be
less than thirty days from the time
the assessment roll is handed to the
collector after it has been corrected
and approved by the trustees.The law
plainly says that, “They shall fix the
time within which the tax shall be
paid,” and that the collector “shall
proceed to collect . the same within

the time specified by the trustees.”
In the absence of any provision that
the tax must be paid within the

year, we see no reason to doubt the
correctness of the view we have ex-

prwd* .
should think that the most
satisfactory plan, both for the trus-
tees and the taxpayers, would be to
determine when the tax should be
collectable, at the meeting at which
it is assessed. A mutual understand-
ing and agreement of this kind
would prevent much friction and ill-
feeling. @ Of ¢courSe when tax-
payers meet and agree upon
the levying of a certain amount
of tax on their property, it i8 gener-
ally understood that the assessment
will be for that year and be collected
with due expedition, For people are
not likely to agree to be taxed unless
the means are needed at the time.
If not wanted until & year ahead,
they would in all Prubabi]it post-
pone for a year the levying of a tax.
Still, there is nothing in the law
to compel the collection of the tax
during the year of its assessment, if

the time fixed by the trustees is not | cision subversive of the rights of
within that year. But if they have| very im

fixed the time within the year, and
notice has been given to the taxpay-
ers by the collector, within ninety
days after that time the taxes be-
come delinquent, and a list thereof
must ll:]a handed E?et&ha wﬂe%-
tor, who is u to an
enforce mllaﬁ?un, as in the case of
other delinquent taxes.

The trustees, who are the ofticers
or servants of the people, should
carry out the wishes of the people
as ex in their vote at the
school meeting, and the law evident-
ly intends, Ly entrusting to, the
trustees the fixing of the time for
the collection of the tax, that it
shall not be too seon, so as to be
burdensome, nor too late, so as to
thwart the purpose for which the
tax was aseessed, That time, it
would be naturally supposed, would
be within the year of assessment,
but it is not so specified in the letter
of the law.

_‘--Hl__-

“Nothing can intimidate me from
doing what I believe to be honest
aud right,”— Mancock,

absence eof the sheep-owner, has
been brought before Justice Pyper
and fined twenty-five dollars and
costs. The prosecution was taken

under the Act for the Preservation
of Fish and Game, as amended at
the last session of the Legislature,
which provides that,

“Every person who puts into the
waters of this Territory any poison-
ous or explosive substance, or any-
thing injurious to fish, or that ren-
ders the water unfit for household
purposes, is guilty of a misdemean-
o

The maximum penalty for this
offence is a fine not exceeding three
hundred dollars and imprisonment
not exceeding six months.

We give publicity to this case that
it may ﬂpmvﬂ a warning to all who
are guilty of wilfully, or by careless-
ness, causing the waters of our
mountain streams to become unfit
for domestic purposes. Sheep-rais-
ers must keep their animals away
from the streams, or if they drive
them to water must take care
that it is not befouled by them.

We understand that the munici-
pal officers are taking measures to
clear the creek of any animal de-
posits that may have accumulated,
and to preserve its waters from fu-
ture contamination. This course
should be adopted throughout the
Territory, and the executors of the
law, when they detect any one be-
fouling the streams, can find a
precedent for a prosecution in the
case decided to-day.

We are informed that giant pow-
der is being used for the destruction
of fish in the creeksand rivers, Any
person who is knowing to the facts
in such case should communicate
them to the Fish and Game Boclety,
who will vigorously prosecute the
offender. If this practice is allowed
to continue, our mountain streams
will soon be denuded of fish, which
will be as great a cause of griel to
lovers of trout and other finny deli-
cacies, as to the patient devotees of
the hook and line.

The streams must be protected,
and we commend the course of the
Society in their active measures for

the public welfare, »-

——-——*—-ﬁh-—_

WATER RIGHTS AND WATER
WRONGS. |

[T will take some time and a great
deal of patience and good judgment |
to determine and settle the rights of
the land owners of Utah to the use |
of water for irrigation, The law
passed at the last session of the Leg-
islature is not yet fully understood
by the people, and even the Water
(Commissioners appointed under that
law, hold various opinions in regard
to its meaning, But this is not at

all strange, in view of the fact that
one learned Judge at least, has gone |
astray in relation to it, giving a de-

portant and extensive corpo- |
rations, evidently through a misap-
prehension of the subject of irriga-
tion in generaland the Utah stat-
utes relating to it in particular.

We receive many requests for ex- |

ver who had devoted much time
to the subject, and had gained

experience in practical irriga-
tion and in disputes arising from it.
The committees of both Houses also
well understood the wants of the
Territory, and more time was spent
on the measure that was afterwards

mutilated than on any other bill be-
fore the Assembly. It was not per-
fect by any means. Its phraseology

was, on a first reading, rather ob-
scure to an ordinary mind. But the
more it was studied the better it ap-
gea.m.l, and its excellencies were
eveloped by scrutiny. And the
hasty = curtailment of the
bill ecertainly did not add +to
its merits or its completeness. How-
ever, after the screws were put on
by ““the one man wer,” it was
that or nothing, erefore ‘““that*
was . So much by way o
;zpianatiau about the passage of the

w. . |

Now in to some simple
puints which we areasked to ex :
““Does a primary right accrue to a
person who has the water for
seven years in the past, or must he
use it for seyen years the pass-
age of the law tosecure that right?”

ndoubtedly a primary right is re-
cognized by the law to have vested
and accrued to all persons who up
to the date of its had been
in the peaceable, uninterrupted and
continuous use of the water for
seven years past, The law,it should
be observed, does not create or con-
fer water rights. It merely recog-
nizes and acknowleges-the existence
of those rights under certain condi-
tions. Water Commissioners have
no power whatever to confer water
rights. They can but determine
their existence under the conditions
laid down in the law, and certify
thereto. .

“Is it n
be divided by inch measurement,
and must applicants to the (Com-
missioners for certain portions of
water ask for 8o many eubic inches?”
No, it is not necessary. In some
cases it would be entirely imprac-
ticable. For instance. a certain
company or association of persons
has a vested right to one-third of a
natural source of supply. If that
source is of uniform flow the third
might be determined by so many

is fluctuating in volume, a definite
quantity in cubic inches cannot be
applied for nor distributed. The
8 it may be 8o measured, but
also t it may be measured ‘“by
fractional
third, one-four
whole source of supply, or by such
fractional parts with & limitation as
to periods of time’ when it may be
used. JKach company or rson
should know (and estab
right to) what portion of a natural
source of supply has accrued to it or
him by or other accretion, and

{apply for that portion to the Water

o

mm issioners, who have the du
of making the &ivinion and will dis-
tribute it “accordi to the nature
and extent of reco rights,”’
“What about the rights of cities
to the control of the waters?” Some
municipalities have chartered rights
in relation to the control of certain
streams or other natural sources of
supply. We presume that they are

planations of points in the new law,
which indicate that those who are
principally interested do not studythe
statute in all its bearings, or that
they do like some people in their
scripture investigations,—start with

a theory of their own and interpret

| the text to sustain their preconceiv-

ed opinions,

It should be understood by those
who complain of ambiguity or in-
sufficient clearness of the wording of
the new law, that it was not ensct-
ed in its original form. Our late
Governor, after reading the bill as it
first both Houses of the As-
sembly, thought there was too much
of it for the ordinary farmer to un-
derstand, and so refused to sign it
unless it was cut down considerably.
He seemed to imagine that the
thing would be made easier to com-
prehend, by the same process that a
log is made easier to handle, and so

valid. Hmrini;. been canferred b
the same legislative authority whiec
has crea the office of Water
Commissijoner, we should judge that
the municipal rights conferred by
charter are eq
those powers bestowed by law on
the Water Commissioners, Those

municipalities which have no char-| trium

tered rlgl;m to :.hn ME of natural
sources of su 8 on
oy clplan?p Y, speaking

The bill was framed by a law- ]|

that water shall |

his |

y good in Jaw with | office on the ticket not

ne- | small tem,;
will have to obtain | ties, -

water into it or do just what he liky
with it. The Jﬁpmﬂm tha:
he had not studied the law - elosel
‘He might have spared himself froy
sueh a confession to those who hay

ght only amounts te the useq
it,'_and:thunb%t.,tn ““the reasonabl
_ ¢for such use thereof.” (Se
8, Act on ‘“Water Riglhts,” Laws d
Utah, 1880, p. 37). Wateris
reci in this arid region to I
wAsted, or for powers to given y
one in relation to it, detd
mental to others with similar right
The various Irrigating Companis
organized under the laws of the Te.
ritory are not affected by the nes
statute. Their wers remai
Their by-laws ho.lJJogood. The ney
law confirms rather than abrog
them, (Sec, 16, /bid,). A j
decision to the contrary shouid i
appealed from until justice is o
tained. There are no more imp.
tant industrial organizations in ts
country than the Irrigation Co:-
nies, which have been organiz/fir
the purpose of diverting the sy
propriated waters of our creeksmad
rivers’ upon the parched and desat
soil;"thus turning the wildernes
into a fruitful fleld and making
wealth for the district and the ns
tion. Courts should throw around

| them thf:c v of the law s
inst ous litigante, desirous
irking well undergtaﬁ obligation
and of cri& ling the very companis
from wh they have obtaine
their ¢hances of making & living. [i
will be found on fair %nv’mﬂgﬂh
that those companies have .#m
existence and al rights whie
cannot he ruled away by the opinix
of & Judge, who, by his own admi
sion, bas not fully studied the l
councerning them. &
We wiew the subject of wale
rights as one of the vital questio
of the times in this Territory, au
hope that out of the ing the
has been made for the settleme
of claims to the use of water,afi
and satisfactory law or series of lay
yet be framed, which will be!
definite and complete as to makel
possible to set all water disputes 8
rest for ever; ‘““a consummation d¢

i i

voutly to be wished.”
DA T ——
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cubic inches. But when the stream | THE RIGHTS AND WROQXNGS

" OF VOTERS.

ADVIOES from the countiesef Be
ver and Tooele show t.hn.'thﬂb

y” a8, one-half, one | tion returns from certaim precinch
th and 80 on, of the h

ad to be thrown out,in eensequent
of informalities. In Teoele Counly
the returns from Ophir were ®
lected because persons were permit
ted to vote in that precinct who hal
not been registered according to v
In Beaver County the returns fm
Milford and three other precinctshs
to be rejected for a similar reasonls

The casting out of the Opht
returns had no effect on the election
| in Tooele County, because the m#

iority in favor of the Peopl!

Ticket was so large as to be unaffect
ed by the votes either way of the
small precinet. But in Beaw
County 4t is somewhat df
fferent. (The rejecting of b
returns in the precincts referred

has the effect of defeating the *‘Lit
eral” candidate for sheriff, the onl

conceded ¥

i

the People’s Party, and co

nsequest
ly the wt{ula ple’s Ticket #
likelihoods this will raises
t in “Iﬂbernl” w-
and much sound and fury wi

Ina

their portions of streams asother | be wasted “on the desert air.”” The

| corporations under the new law,|‘Liberals” never
| This, however, may mnot apply in|tration law after

every case; each must be determin-
ed according to rights that have
vested and acerued, and the cus-

did like the regh
though th nrgufd ' Ii emmb'.:
ou ey d voe ,
favor of registration as a substitut®
for the “marked ballot'’ system,

toms and of each loecality

must be taken into consideration, as | adoption. The law
| they are recoguized by Act of Con-| lot

when there was no probability of it#
p the bak
x and that does not suif them:

gress; and therefore it would be im- | The Act providing for the Registrs*

possible to lay down in & newspa

per | tion of wvoters is very

article a simple rule ble |
| insisted upon having a good piece!all. ple applicable to|strict. No Judge of

deflnite and
Election B

permitted to receive and pl



