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WEwn ineat together from time to
time to speak to hear to reflect to
converse and to exchange views in
regard to the worship bfot almighty
god there is something associated
with theseIliew matters that liarhas gener-
allyllyliy attracted of the
humphuman family in all ages among
all pepeoplesbples and underlinder almost all
circumstances there is and always
has been a feeling of reverence exist-
ing among the human family for a
divine being of some kind and of
some form even amongst the most
low andond debased people of thetho earth
the position that we occupy inin the
world our ideas of the mutability
of affairs of time and sense the
continuous departure of opeone after
another from this stagstagee of existence
to another leads us as well as other
portions of the human family gener

zallyyally more orlessor less to reflect upon
tilothose things pertaining to thefutasfuture119 0 ideas and theories
hahaveVe existed amongst different peo-
plespitwit I1 some have worshiped a great
variety of gods of their own mak
jai others bavehave followed the
notions and theories of men iind re-
gard to certain doctrines formulas
theories and ideas that have been
promulgated among what would be
termed thetherisewise the prudent

i i and
the intelligentofbf the cearthar th but
inhf relation to religious matters there

Jsis nooneno oneoue can have any true or cocor-
rect

r
I1ak A conception of a hereafter unless
it has been revealed by the al-
mighty who alone is able to com-
prehend the end from the beginning
and is acquainted with the positioniuondon
andeandiand destinies of men annsand off the

t Nworldlorjorid i
we lihaveve had ieefeerevealedaled to us

from time to time as manifested
in the scriptures developed therein
many ideas pertaining to god and to

4 futurity but anyny intelligence0 in re
gard tota these matters was generallytfobtained directly from the lordlford or
through the ministering of angels
or byhk the spirit of prophecy and rev-
elation given to them by the alal-
mighty and it is emphatically
stated in the scriptures that the

t things afgod knoweth no man but byji the Spispirit of god andund hence when
men assume totp comprehend

to futurity predicate
eauedu ponpoa the learninging the wadoin1 the intelligence or the science of the

world they are always very much
t at faultfaultz who can comprehend thetiie
1 almighty orr understand his designs

As one of oidoldsold said it is high as
heaven what eaucaucaustcanseansst thau knowknown

deependeepercreeper than hellbell who caipenpen
elrate its mysteries what really
dowedo we know to commence withith
who can understand the designs of
god eitlit loulod to the organization
of this worldporjoror in relation to the
position ofman and hishn destiny his
past operations his present dealings
with the nations anand his designs in
thfuture to the ununinspiredinspi are

infillP11 a profound enigma who knows
13laypin about ifit we find all
bluds of theories notionnotions

I1 andaud 0opin-
ions

inX anfnin exiexlexistence1steea at the present sayday
but what do they amount to what

1
ivouid my unsupported beue

1TL worth ocor what would auyanybody s
opinion be in relation to these mat-
ters I1it would rlmountamount to nothing

to otherrother principles of a
L ingieingae material nature that we are
intimatelyjut associated with there are

certain facts that scientists and men
of intelligence always wish to be
demonstrated and unless they are
they pay vevery little attention to aanyny
unsupported hypothesis if this be
true in regard to the known sciences
how much more particular should
we be in regard to more important

ditbitbi t matters theories hypotheses i no-
tionseions tions dogmas and opinions amount

ajfactotto very little when associated with
the great and eternal principles con-
nectednee1 tedd wiwithth ththee wewelfarefaredare of mailmallmankindkind
and the salvation of a world and

f liance we need something higher
something of more intelligence than
anything that man possesses to give
unto us information pertaining to
these matters

created the world and
placedlacert man upon it he had certain
ideasaa and designs that were fixed
immutableammu tabletabie and eternal they were

3 leased or0 predicated in the most convon
fjLJ summate wisdom the mostmoat profound

intelligence the wisdom and intelli-
gencegencegenee IF you please that dwells

t with the gods the organization of
the heavens and theflie earthearthy the creacreal i

tion of ththe0 world as we understand

it and alsothe creation of manmatt and
beast 11fowlowl fish and insect and
everything that exists upon the face
of this earth there was an object
and design in relation to all these
matters we could know bothinnothingg
about that however unless it had
been revealed unto us un-
less it had been communicat-
ed ty the being who knows
the endzb from the beginning and
who comprehends all things per-
taining to the present condition as
well as the past and the future des-
tiny of the human family and of the
world

certain men in different ages
have told Uslis so it is recordeded here
in14 the bible about certain com-
munications which they had from
the almighty they seemed to
loveatove a modee and manner of ap-
proachingproaching him and obtaining truth
and intelligence from himbim and liehe
in the various dispensations made
choice of and selected individuals
throughh choto and to whom hebe
communicated his will to the human
family there somethingis very
remarkable in regard to these things
there are many remarkable thingsthinggs
in the old iianilan history of
tilethe world thatmat we have only very
imperfectly related to us in the
bible we read for instance of a
jilaniman by the name of enoch we are
told in the bible that enoch walk-
ed with god and he was not for
god took him that is about all
that is sasaidsaldid about himhini except that
he was a man that feared god but
enoch when we come to know more
of his history from the revelations
that have been given we find was
a man that had communication with
god from time to time the bible
says he walked with god andaasand was
not for god took him but in other
revelations which we havehafe received
behavewe have an account of the kind of
ministry that liehe had the labors
that he performed I1 the preaching
that helie did the manifestation of the
power of god on his behalf and
finally of his gatheringaa together11 a
large number of people thatwhat he
built a city that in that city they
were under the guidance direction
and control of the almighty and
that he and his city and people or
many of them were translatedtranslatedandand
hence as the bible says lleileliehe was
not for god took him anddie also
took the people that were with him

i those that feared him endand worked
righteousness

there are other events associated
with these matters which are very
interesting when we come to ex-
amine them the people had cor-
rupted themselves very much dfde-
parted from the laws of God violated
his ordinances and committed all
kinds of iniquity so that as the
bible tells us all the thoughts of0
their hearts were only vilviievil
and that continually and it
repented the lord that lieha had
made man becausebebauso of the wicked-
ness and corruption that then exist-
ed we have a very short account
of this in the Scripturesbut through
otheraother means that have been icom
municated to us wohwe haveaiexie recelreceivedvedled a
further knowledgeZ of these matters
for othaotnerer men that embraced the
gospel in formeformer agesrages became prepreach-
ers alachof righteousness as wewellweil as
enoch theythed had the spirit of the
gospel as moses hadithadle baas jesjesusus had
it and as we have it they held
communion with god andaud were un
der the inspiration ofahethe almighty
n their administration 3 and when
they came together those thai
feared godanagod and worked ririghteous-
ness

libeous
they had visions and revela-

tions and prophesied of events thatfilat
should transpire there were manymans
prophets in those days and they
krophprophesiedeseed of a prison house that
god had prpreparedepared the peoplep otof
the destruction that was coming
upon the earth that they should be
swept off the face of the earth by
the watervaterwaterson the flood and that none
should be sparedsparred except a few to per-
petuate the name and fame of the
almighty and awainagainagain propagate
their species this is a thing watthat
has seemed very singular to some
menthomen who do notnat comprehend the
designs of god and rheythey suppose
that there was a degree of cruelty
attached to the almighty in sweep-
ing off the whole people of the land
with the exception of a very few
they asquineassume to say theretherewaswas a de-
gree of injustice cruelty and tyran-
ny associated with it11 however that
is for want of an understanding of
correct principle and the deszdesigns of
the almighty and many lu

that peoplearrive at predicated
upon the llama ground ariseariarl se from a
lack of understanding thetile prin-
ciple that theytiley talk about

there are somegome principles connect
ed with these things iwhich put
matters in a veryvett difficult light

when we understand the nature of
man when we consider that he is a
dual being that helie is possessed of a
body and spirit that he is associated
with time and with eternity ahathat
according to the scriptures the spir-
its of all men were created before
thistilis world was made and that god
is the god and fathelfather of the spirits
of all flesh and being the god and
father of the spirits of all
lleshflesh it was his right and
his prerogative to dictate what
should be done for the benefit of
those spirits and his children that
he had created here upon the earth
it was not a matter of theory ac-
cording to the opinions of men but
an immutable plan according to
the eternal wisdom of god as it ex-
isted in his bosom before the world
wasonbasorwas or before the morning stars
sang together andandallandaliailaliall the sons of
god shouted farjoforjoyjos 11 these spirits
that he was the father of had
their rights and privileges and im-
munitiesmuni ties and as he had created
man upon the earth or prepared a
tabernacleor a body if you please
for these spirits to inhabit it became
his interest as the father of the hu-
man family to look after their wel-
fare they had been led asideas de by
the influence of satanSatanandand had cor-
ruptedr p ed ththemselvesenetenitelveselvos and dedepartedto fromrom
ecorrect0r eet principlesrl and vioviolatedabed the
law of SgodI1d and became degraded
and sunken in iniquity and infamy
Now suppose we take ourselvesurselves baekback
into the presence of our fathefatherr and
looking down upon these degraded
wretches that inhabited the earth
at that time would we not turn to
our father as a just god and say
father do you see the corruption

the degradation the infamy and tlethe
evil that exists and permeates the
world ofaf mankind yes yes
says liehe of course I1 see it Isqs I1itt
lust that our spirits should be con-
demned to go and inhabit the bodies
of taresethese men or of their seed that
are so fallfalifallennallenen so degraded and so cor-
rupt and whose actions and opera-
tions are so at variance with thee
and thy lawsjaws Is it just and equit-
able that we should boandgo and be mixed
up with these infamiesamies and be led
astray like them inintoto the paths of
vice and suffer for thingse that we
have not done and could not help
ourselves in is it just why no
it is not and T will cut themothem offfl and
as they possess the power of propa-
gating their species upon the earth
I1 will stop that power by a flood and
raise up another people that justice
may be done you my sons and
daughtersdaughtersandand that the judge of all
the earth mdmayy do right whenV hen we
look at things in that point of view1

it places them in another position
from whatwh at they would appear other-
wise and justifies the ways of god
with man

now when this event took place
people were cast into the pit intohito
the prisons as it had before been
saidsald that they should belie well
what about that trace bilings for-
ward to the time that jesus appearsappears
upon the earth and we see somesome-
thing then pertaining to these vvery
individuals in the acts of the al-
mighty as they transpired at thathatt
time afienwhen jesus accomplished

I1 his work when he had fulfilled the
missioninissionslon that lie had to do here upon
the earth and when he was put to
deathdadili in the flesh and
the spirit he went and preached to
those spirits in prisonprin that some
time were disobedient when once
the long sufferingring ofbf god waited in
the days of noahNoali 11 and although
tlley had suffered the wrath ofalof al-
mighty god hebe who had bomecomecome to
proclaim deliverance to the captive
to open the prison doors to those
that were bound to release them
and to proclaim the acceptable time
of the lord hebe went to chehi as
their Savisavlorinlorin common with others
and preach edithe gospelgostel unto them
hence we find the acts of god jus-
tified in relation to these matters
and while he had power to destroy
while he had power to send them to
prison he also had power to conceive
a plan for their deliverance

when the time houldshoulds come
that they should Ibeiee delivered after
they had suffered sufficiently for the
crimes evilsand iniquities that they
hadllad committed upon the earth
there are many singular things asso-
ciated withw th these matters that men
do not really comprehend

we come again to another promi-
nent character that is Ababraham a
very remarkable man in bhisis day and
age although at the present time
men look upon him asaas a kind of an
old shepherd a man that attended
flocksflock and herds and sheep a ortport ofor
herdsman and a shepherd and
therethero waswa very little of him anyhow
exeenexcept that lie lived in liishis day al
most as a barbarbarianbanan that is the
pinionopinion that many men have formed

off him that he was somebomesomethingthink like
ourur backwoodsmenbackwoodsmanbackwoods men some of our
farmersarmors who havohave not mixed up
with the elite of society or made
themselveshemselves familiar with the intelli-
gence that pervades the world I1
look upon him as another character
entirelysn and from information that
we can gather from revelations that
have been referred to we find that
there was something veryveny peculiarpecullar
about him we readfead his his-
tory and we find that he
was a man that sought after
righteousness that he desired
to obtain more righteousness that
helie examined the records of his fa

that he found in examining
the records tracing them back
through the flood clear away back
unto adams day he found many
circumstancescircumstances that were connected
with mankindmankina bothob only to adams
day but before the world was in
doing thisamong other things helie
found he had a right to the priest
hood I1 need not stop to tell you
what that is you latter day saints
you understand it is the rule and
government of god whether in the
heavens or on the earth and when
we talk of0 the kingdom0 of god wevp
talk of somesomethingalling that pertains to
rule governmentgovernments authority and do-
minion and that priesthood is the
ruling principle that exists in the
heavens or on the earth associated
wiwithtil the of god henceifenceenco we
are told in the scriptures that
christ wwasas a priest forever after
the I1 order of
lyben of what order was

A priest for ever after the or-
der of the son of god for if chirst
was after the order of Melches idec
Melch isedee must have been after
the order of christ asag a necessary
consconsequencesequenceequen ce very well nowkow
then in relation to that priesthood iitt
wasf somethinging that ministers in
time and through eternity1 it was a
principle that held the yekeyskessys of the
mysteries of the revelations of god
and was intimately associated with
thethel gospel and the gospel where
ever it existed was illin possession of
this priesthood and it could not
exist withoutit it always brought
ilfelife and immortality to light the
potions and opinion sand religionsreligious ol01
man generally are altogether dev idd
of a principle of thatthal kind they
know nothing about it whenever
men are placed in communication
with god and are in possession 01
the gospel of the son of god it
brings life and immortality to light
it places them in relationship williI1
god that other men knoknow nothing
about

they were spoken of in formeformerr
times as the sons of god now
are weive the sons of god and it doth
not appear aliat we shall be butebutbuo we
know that when hebe shall appear
weWO shallshail be like him for we shall
see hhimI1 m as bhee jmjis it wasvas ththisis priest-
hood

t
that would be the means of in-

troducing himblin into the presence 0god thatAthat brahamabraham found thadthat he
was a rightful inheritor of accord
ing to his lineage and descent and
he applied for an ordination and he
received this ordination accordiaaccording to
the rerevelation given unto us andanci
with that ordination the powers the
blesbiesblessingsringssings the light intelligence and
revelationie assocalsocassociatedlatel with the gos
pel of the son of god and what
then the next that we teador is that
he had the arim and Thummimmini
and thus he sought unto god for
lilill andnd while searching unac
him god revealed himself unto
abraham and said 1 I willwiil bles
them that bless thee tindand cunecuree
them that burseth thelandthee nudand in thee
shallshail all families of the earth be
blessed there is something very
remarkable about this when we re-
flect upon it and when we ex
alipe the position that he occupied
and that his seed occupied we can
see the fulfillmentfulfilment otor these thingsthingS
and afnerafterafterwardsards the lord revealed
himself to him from time to time
communicated his will to him and
lie was made acquainted with the
designs of the almighty the lord
showed unto him the orderorder of the

of this earth on whichahlch we
stand and revealed unto him some
of the greatest and most bublisublimef e
truths that ever were made knoknown
to man he gott these through
revelation from edgod and through the
medium of the gospel of the son of
god

well let us look a little at the ful
ailment of some of thesethiesse things q
will bless them that bless thee and
in theetilee shallshail all families of the earth
be blessed we read sometimeme af-
ter gardsyards of isaacisnac and jacob jacob
had communication with god the
lord appeappearedtredired unto him from time
to time and revealed his purposes
and designs unto him abraham
prophesied that the children of
ismielisrael should ben bondage L

for years that after that time
they should be delivered and moses
was raised up as a deliverer and he
conversed with god he sawabushhush
that burned with fire and the bush
was not consumed he afterwards
conversed with the lordiford upon
mount smbinaisinai and received tables of
stone writwritten upon by the fingerlinger of
god which were the command-
ments of the lord to the children
of israel and who was moses A
descendant of Abrabrahamabrahanaahanaahara

we also read of prophets who by
the spirit of inspirationration could draw
aside the dark vallvail of futurity and
penetrate into the invisible world
and contemplate the purpose of
god as they should roll forth in after
ages in all their majesty and power
and glory and who were they
they were the seedfeed of abraham
we read that jesus also who was
the son of god waswag bomborn of the seed
of abraham according to the flesh
who were his apostles the seed
of abraham then there was
nephi lehi ishmael and others
that came from the land orof jerusa-
lem to this continent according to
the book of mormon who were
they the seed of abraham there
were also the twelve apostles call-
ed and set apart upon thisthiathi continent
who went forth by the potpovpowerVor and
spirit of god aided by inintelligencetelliwencegence
and revelation such as they reverfeverneverneven
had on the other conticontinentneilL who
were they the seed of abrahamanin thee shall all the fa of the
earth be blessed nut curbedcursed that
was nothot what the priesthood of god
was introduced tor but to spread
light truth and intelligence to un
foldfoid unto mankind the ways pur-
posespows and designs of god to make
manmaa acquainted with his origin
his position in wete and his future
destiny and to make him acquaint-
ed as an eternal intelligent being
with things past with things pre-

sentsent and with thingthings to come
this is what jesus taught them on
the continent of america it is ex-
pedient for you that I1 go away for
if igoI1 go not away the colcomorterborter will
not come unto you which is tilethe
8spiritlriirl t of god and what shall it
do it shall bring things past to
your rememberance you shall be
made acquainted with the actions
and operations and doings of men
and of god in ages that have pre-
ceded you it shall lead unto all
truth you shallshai comprehend all
matters that are necessary for you
to know by the light intelligence
and revelation which flows from
god and what else shall it do
itshailshall show yousou of things to come
it shallshail draw aasideide the vailvall of the
invisible world it shallshail make you
acquainted with the things pertain-
ingin to eternity and you will be en-
abled to square your lives according
to the eternal principles of intelli-
gence as it dwella in the bosom ofsancegodod and as the holy ghost will
make known and reveal unto you
itisit is this priceless treasure thatisthat is
spoken of that we possess in earthen
vessels that ye are earnecame says
paul in his epistle to the hebrews
unto mount zion and unto the

cityI1 of the living god the heaheavenlyrenlyvenisjerusalem and to the enumerable
company of angels to the general I1

assembly of the first born whichch
are written in heaven and to godGod
the judge of all and to the spirits
of just men made perfect and to
jesus the mediator of the new cov-
enantenan andtand to the blood of sprink-
ling that speaketh better things than
that of abel this is what the gos-
pel does forron yousou it brings life and
immortality to light
the-lethesethase arearc some of the leading prominent

principles as zhethethey have existed heretofore
along with thousands of others that we have
i ot timelime teto mention or touch upon this even-
ing

rownowfow we will come to other events of later
date events with which we are asoakoa-ioassociated0 bated 1Ireferreter now to the time that joseph smith came
amoamong men what waswms his position andaud how
was he situated I1 can tell you what he told
me about it ilehe said that he wasww very igno-rant 0of the ways designs and purposes ofgod
and knew nothing about them hebe was a
youth unacquainted matters or
the systems and theories of the daydas dewenthe wentto thothe lord having read james statement
that itany of you lack ietlet him ask
of god that to all meirmelr liberally audandupbraideth not and it shall be given him
liehe believed that statement and went to thelord and asked him and the lord revealedhimself to him together with his sonsoa jesus
and pointing to the latter said this Is mymay

r be-lovedbeloved son bear him he then asked inregard to the various religionsreligious with which he
was surrounded he inquired which of themwas right for he wanted to know the rightwaywasway and to walk in it he was told that none
of them was right that they bad all depardepartedtod
from the right way that they had forsakengod the fountain of living watersraters and hewed
them out clcisternssterns broken cisterns that could
hold no water afterwards the angel moroni
camocame to dimand revealed to him the book ofmormon the history of which ou are gener-
ally familiar and alsoaiso with jhthe statements
that I1 amRM nownew making pertaining to thesethings and then came nephi oneono of the
ancient prophets that had lived upon this
continent who had an interest in the welfare
of the people that 0 had lived amongst inthose days

but how is it in relation to these people anandd
in regardreward to domydomesom of abete mattersmat witywily and


