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PT OF WIVESS SOCIAL-
LY

SOCIALI-
TY considered

0 not found ouroui opposition to the adinie
i i Vutahinstitutionab upon any conflict of polypolygamygainy

thehe constitution for none orathor with
t e federal statutes norforr these are silIuitlit on wethe
fc or with the commongommon law ofoFengland I1f Tr mittmilt Is without binding force on american
legislators and at best butbutaa light whichwiil judges

consult in the absence of statutes nuthut we
f iundjund it upon this that polygamy debases the
f e race corrupts the man degrades theaothe wo-
i an bru tIlles the relations between the sexes
athersftvthers thetile hollestholiest affections of the dumanhumanan
1 art desecrates the family hearthhealth turns love
into lust men into despots and women into
lavestaves etisait is a violation of the eternal laws olourof our

tr and moral nature a sin against socie-ty a crime against god
the above is extractedefti acted fromflom a copy of

fl icee philadelphia daily register of thir-
teen years aago0 becbecauseabuso it contains all
that is advanced against plurality of
wivesvv ives from a social point of view I1in a
few words because it proves that the
discussion of the subject is not a thinthing
of yesterday usas some would try to make
it aappear1 pear and because we have not seen
anything half so terse or pointed from
our opponents oilon thetile subject since it
was written

we have patiently sought for some
arguments to reply to when starting to
treat uiuponinthethetho subject socially but have
failed foto findfina any abuse vituperation
and malignant assertions have leenbeen in-
dulged in without limit but calm ra-
tionalulgnalanal argument has not yet been at-
tempted by those who declaim against
flurfiurpluralityI1clity of wives

iono one is required to prove a nega-
tive were such a thing admitted in
arguinargumentent allyany number of assertions
the most wild and improbable might
beibeladebelbe nademade and the truth or falsity of the
s abject under consideration would
lever be reached through the endless

OAMobligation of disproving such assertions
the objections quoted above are like

the entire mass of matter printed
plurality of wives merely as

bersereerflon and we are not required to
1 I1dfdisprove them in fact the only way of

doing0 so is by proving their oppositescs

the connection between the social
niimil physiological0 conditions of the
luhumaninan family is so close that it is diffi-
cult to deal with them separately as
physiological0 results are often depend-
ant fian social circumstances defen-
ders of monogamy theortheorisetheodisetheoriselseise very beau-
tifullyti ariarlandd very poetically with regard
to its social and moral excellence and

celevationlevaievation but in this
ilkill I1 I1

everydayevery day life of ours man-
kind are compelled to admit whether

voluntaryolunPtarytarry or otherwise 1 that an ounce
practiceof is worth molemoie illliillian a ton 01
theory all the assertions made in the
extract quoted are based upon the as-
sumed correctness of a theory which
radical results however bitterly un-

palatable they may be have proved to
be a miserable failure the only way
a which the cuthfruthtruth can be reached is by

carefullycardany noting0 those results if it be
the social condition of socie-

ty
le

where monogamy is exclusively
nainalallowedowed by legislative enactments is
below that of evan eastern countries

re plurality of wives is practiced
ici a e strained by the fear of god angov0
eneoemeaenta and edby divine reve-
lation then the conclusion must be

aliel wlluliwiletherether thetilo admission 1 be
unwillingly or not that lioihowever
illy monogamistsr maymas thetheolieorne

1 I 1 r lh 1 ha

failed to meet biletile requirements of
I1society

christendom has institutions of al-
most every kind for the dissemination
of what its inhabitants believebelleve arearc cor-
rect principles hundreds of thousands
of paid preachers millions of salaried
teachers innumerable schools and edu-
cationalcational seminaries a press that perme-
ates the entire facerace ofthenations contin
ally wielding a mightyM influence for
good or evilin short itift possesses all
or nearly all the advantages claimed for
it which eastern nations lack for pro-
ducing a superior condition of morality
yet the first thing almost that meets
the gaze of those who visit its large cit-
ies under the very shadow of its holy
places flaunting before the buildings
devotedd voted to its sacred purposes its relig-
ious and moral cultivation adebieare tiietile ter-
ribleri evidences of an existing0 evil 1

which has grown and is growingbrowin with
fearful rapidity for which a new term
has had to be coined the social evil

when referring to this piaplaplague9ue spotspott
upon society we do motnot wish to be un-
derstoodderstood as implying by imputation or
expression that any comparison can
exist between it and plurality of wives
as practiced under the law of god but
in drawing a comparison between monmono-
gamy

0
and plurality of wives we note

this because it is the most prominent
pratipracticalcaleai result of the former which
meets the eye at first sightbight andaud appears
in all its hideous mamagnitude0 on closer
examination christendom condemns
prostitution repudiates it as uunholy so
does the lord our god so do we but
its condemnation by christendom is
simply in words it is theoretically
condemned but practically endorsed
sanctioned and legislated for states-
men prepreachers teachers legislators and
public men of every class have amonamong
them those who though they may loudloud-
ly decry it are its most active agents
from the hamlet to the city from the
hovel to the palace its inalinfluencebence ex-
tends its abominations are practiced its
shameful orgies are celebrated chris-
tendom theoretically denounces plural-
ity of wives while itift practices a promis-
cuous intercourse of the sexes illeillegitim-
ately

etim
atelyandand illegally in a manner thethe liimostost
lewd filthy and horrible of which it is
possible to form any conception chetrithe tri-
vial causes for which divorces are sought
in many parts of this great nation that a
change of partners maybemay be obtained is
denounced and justly so by every
rigrightht thinking moral man and woman
yet throughout christendom men and
women not a few but an immense per-
centage nightly seek a couch of shanieshame
and sin flitting from one criminal part-
ner of an hour to another until the
most loathsome of diseases brought on
by insatiate and unholy sexual inter-
course demands a large share of the at-
tention of medical practitioners while
a class has sprang0 into existence as a
consequence ofit who are almost exclu-
sively devoted to its cure with the intel-
ligence of human beings they sink be-
low the brute creation in beast iallal and
indiscriminate intercourse A condi-
tion of society has thus been produced
from which the natives of ori-
ental countries who make any preten-
sions to respectrespectabilityabiablclity would turn with
loathing0 and disgust

but do not monogamists abhor this
terribleter evil theytiley do in theorykhedry but
itift is found to be a praetpracticalicalleal result of and
attendant upon monogamy wherever
and whenever monogamy is enforced
and practiced it is not necessarily in-
volved in one wife marriage0 1 butblit it is
invariably found toaccompanyacco ijap iny or9r followfollonv

it it is admittedly uncontrolleded anandaud
uncontrollableable by the existing creeds and

i moramoralI1 hifleinfluencesilcesalces of Christenchristendomchristendondoldoiil

tL that it is not confined toato a few letlot the
hafehafttebear witness alian almine
I1 statistician declaredleclarcd a few yyearsears ngoagoagoC

an 1 silsll atolaroi axnr i vz raifralfralfordervorv 1

m

that ercaevery twentieth woman under the
government of the queen of great
britain was a public prostitute it is a
notorious fact that the morality of
france germany and some other euro-
pean countries is below that of britain
and our own nation cannot claim a very
great superiority in point of virtue
add to this the vast amount of moral
turpitude revealed in divorce courts
suits of crim con seductions abortions
and other kinds of of
which no public mention is ever made
and tilethe social condition of christendom
presents a picture too horrible to dwell
oilon its contemplation the misery
degradation debasement corruptionand
consequent upon the socialsocialevillevil are
beyond the reach of auyany statistician

if this does not I1 debase the razerace cor-
rupt

I1

the man degrade the woman
the relation between the sexes

wither thetho holiesthollest affections desdesecrateelrate
tiletiiethe family hearth turn love into lust
men into despots and women into
slaves who are bought and sold forforaa
few dimes then facts have noilo signifi-
cance language has no power and the
evidence of ourour senses is worthless

it may be urged that we are trying to
eexonerate one wrong by proving that a
greater one exists not so we simply
aim to show the social condition of the
christian world in the relationship of
the sexes which is the point at issue
men who are no doubt well meaning
and wellweil informed ininmanymany respects see
this condition of society and draw their
inferences concerning plurality of wives
from it misjudgingmis judging from what they
see and deplore of that with which they
have no practical acquaintance nor any
personal knowledge while others cor-
rupt in themselves can only look
through their own filthy and libidinous
desires tilethe evils then which aare
charged upon plurality of wives are
really those which are found to attend
the illegitimate1 and indiscriminate in-
tercoursetercourse of the sexes disallowedweawed setyetet
practiced throughout christendom

muchfuch as the morality and virtue of
the mormonscormonsMormons may be sneered at we
challenge the most bitter enemies ofour
people to point to one such gasebasecase among
us tillt illlil the humanizing efforts of
some who talk loudest of our alledged
lasciviousness brought thothe evil to our
cities the social evil with all its
horrible results was unknown in utah
until then and is unknown todayto day
amongamon 0 those who believe in a plurality
of wives

that the doctrine is not a crime
against god has been proved in our
previous articles that it is not a sinsiusin
against society nor a violation of our

I1 physical and moral being we design
1 showingan

the11e wrongs1an 0 of women under the
practical application of the doctrine in
this territory is a favorite theme with
those who most loudly abuse it what
are those wrongs where is woman
mmostost wronged in vilified andslander
ed utah where she is protected her
virtue preserved her chastity guarded
inviolate her purity viewed as a pearl
beyond pricepl ieelee where she can become the
honored wife of the mailman she loves and
tilethe happy mother of hisliis children who
are trained with care and fostered with
a guiding parents handinhandhaud in paths of
righteousness and virtue or in those
vaunted places where slieshe is the prey of
everyseducers hellish arts where when
her hilierd affections have been played
upon until she becomes the victim of
her virtues murderer she is cast forforthth
as a pariah to tread the downward path
of degradation among thetiie thousands of
dier fallenfailen sisters a thing to be loathed
abused despiseddesiesl sed the plaything of a
momentmomen t the curse of her destroyers I

the living evidenceevidenecofof eternal erimecrime
1

y
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J in the midst of other topics of more
or jessless interest in the east utah occa-
sionallysionally forms a subject for coconsidera-
tion and by the manner in which it ap-
pears to be viewed a measurable degree
of importance is attached to it the sim-
ple performance of a duty on our part
prompts us to enlighten our deihneighborsbore
on the other side of the rocky moun-
tains as well as elsewhere on certain
matters with which of necessity we are
more familiar than they can possibly
be inasmuch as we reside here have
done for years and seosee and understand
the various influences that are at work
here some to benefit the territory and
its inhabitants others to do them mate-
rial injury ifpossible we mean tome
fend the citizens of utah against thetho
slanderous imputations of their mali-
cious eneenemies who manifest a devel-
oped propensity for romancing or in
plain but pertinent mountain language0
lying which is perhaps without a par-
allel anywhere else on the face of the
earth

much of what is assortedasserted againstiq0ainest our
citizens is so palpably outrageous that
we still hold the belief thadathat no0 person
of reflectreflectionion would for a moment credit
it yet as slander after slander is repeat-
ed and allowed to pass unnoticed and
unquestioned there may be people
wellweil deaninmeaning0 and lionesthonest who would
come to think there was a foundation
for them in truth weave are accused of
being intolerant and illiberal of seeking
to curtail the liberty of those who differ
from us iliillin religious faith no betterhetter re-
futationfutafu dign of this could be found than the
fact that we permit the perpetrators of
the most malevolent slanders and un-
blushing falsehoods to daily and hourly
walk our streets unmolested and in
peaceful quietness while there is not a
boy lingering at a street cornercoiner but can
retail the latest fabrication of which
they arearc the avowed andd public authors
we have never in the least degree
sought0 to infringe0 upon the nightsrights or
curtail tuetho liberty of any person within
the bounds of this territory we have
been forbearing0 under insinsultuit to a degree
ffarar past what ththee patience of the people
of any otiotherI1er section of this nation would
have borne daily a turbid stream of
the grossest and most abusive vitupera-
tion has been poured foforthrth
nent citizens have been and are out

slandered and maligned even
when heaping good deeds on thetheirly in-
famous maligners we have listened to
the most unblushing falsfaisfalsehoodsehoodin uttered
by self styled regenerators and ap-
plauded by characters so wellweil known
to the community that condemnation
from their lips is decideemedlied praise by every
good man

all this and much dioremore have ourout
citizens patiently endured though oft-
entimeseilelitimes sorely tried in feelings and
were it not for the restraining wisdom
ofthose most bitterly abused the indig-
nation afanofan people would have
been more loudly expressed thanthau it hhashaa
been now why has this been endured
hadhadanoone twentieth part of the false al
leatilelegations1ati0

4ns made been truetrue would it hayelialeE
been borne no for there is jioboff an-
other people under the face of heaven
to6todayday who would havehard borne it falsie or
true and were 0ourur citizens thelnass efof
banded beings they have beenbeell pictured
a Vimvigilance0ilance committee frosi anionanlon
them would have settet lavimy at open deirldeill
ance and strung up their traitradueonpeari
without benefit 0off judejudgejudo40 or jury but
in the language cofoneof oneono of our
uttered a fefewfoww days ago t

04ja veeaveen
and is paparamount inhi aihisTerritoryhias y 11i
inmajesty e Jitsts netlonaction ex eav
where respected i

it hashascende fhe purpose ofhoundingin
0onn our citizens to overt netsacts that thisthia
cours has been pursued that the base

t perpetrated oilon them might
andnd a showhow of justification in etscornnets eomcom


