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and tilts preparation isls mentioned in part
in thelastthe last verse which I1 read which de-
clares that he should callcail to the heavens
from above and to the earth from beneath

he gives nsus some basightinsight into the nature
of that call his call to his servants waswaa j

gather ye my saints together unto me
they that have mademado a covenant with me
by sacrifice

this seemsI1 thenthon to be a worknork prepara-
tory to the coming of the lord lafa flaming
fire he nature the firofire that will be ex-
hibited asat hisgis seinksec melmilii comingoming in the cloudslouds
of heaven will bebd such that it will conuon
the dandand ungodly and those who
repent Anotot andaud who do not sanctify them-
selves before the lord our god in that

I1

day will be a consuming are the intensity
of this fire will belie GOso great that the very
hillsbills the psalmist david informs us in an-
other place will melt like wax before his
prepresenceence 11 the prophet isaiah in speaking
of the fire or headheat that would accodaccompanyany
the second adventadvert of the son of goadegod de-
clares that the mountains shall flow down
at his presence the elements that now
constitute these rugged mountains which
we see here on this continent andana in ail
partspants of the earth where we travel will melt
with fervent beat and will flow down be-
fore the presence of the lord the bright-
ness of this fire will be greater than that of
the sun in its glory imbeauI1 mean our temporal
literal sun from which we receive light and
heat as you will find recorded in the last
verse of the chapter of isaiah which
says that when the lord of hosts shall
come to reign in mount zion and in jeru-
salem and before his ancients gloriodgloriouslyslysiy
the sun shall hide his face in shame and the
moon shall be confounded with all the
brightness of that luminary which lights
this creation it will hide its face in shame
and the bightbright luminaries of heaven will
be confounded as it were so great will be
the glory ofhis presence aafirenirofiro devouring
before dimand all nature feeling tthe power
ot0 the almighty which will be exerted oilorion
that grand occasion

will the wicked be able to endure this
intense beat and not be consumed I1 now
have reference to their physicalcaleal tabernacles

their temporal bodies hear what pro-
phecy bashas declared in relation to thisheelereareadhead the last chapter contained in the old
testament that will answer the question

for behold the day cometh that shall burnas an ovenovena and all the proud yea and all that
do wickedly shallshail be stubble and the day that
cometh bhailshall buabum them uup saitheaith thetho lord ofhosts that it shall leave tthement neither root nor
branch 1

notice now how completely it will
sweep the proadproud and those who dodd wicked-
ly fromfroin thetho face of this creation the tire
that proceeds forth from the presence of
god athisat his second coming shall burnbuin as an
ovenoven and shall not only affect the moun-
tains and the elements so as to melt them
betitbut it will also consume the proud and
them that do wickedly from the face of the
globegibbo what effect will this intense heat
haveilsie upon the righteous no more than
the heated furnace of had
upon the hebrews who wera cast therein
and though it was heated seven times hot-
ter thanthu icit was wont to be heated and slewslow
those who cast their fellows into it yet they
who were thrown into it received no harm
not even the smell of fire on their gar-
ments they werawere protected by a miracle
and the fire that slew their enemies was
their preservation so likewise when theson cf god shall burn up thetho wicked and
consume their bodies to ashes both root
and bribranchinch leaving no remnants of them
among all peoplepoodle nations and tongues the
ririghteous will bejoe prepared to enter into thethemmidstmidst of this flaming fire without receiving
any harm indeed they will be caught up
into the very presence ofgod and they will
be surrounded sithhith aar pillararmillar of fire as moses
was when he came down from mount
sinai only to afara far greater extent but it
will have no power over them in fact it
will be their protection and salvation their
glory happiness annjoy

to prepare the people for that great day
it is necessary that the saints should be
gailiegatheredredrod together as predicted in the ath
verse when he should give thisthia great and
grand revelation in the last days when the
mighty god eveneven the lord shall speak
he will call to the heavens to assist in the
great latter day work and all the angels
and the heavenly host whowiio do his bidding
will go forth as swift messengers to execute
his decrees and fulfillfulfil his purposes in
bringing about this grand gathering of his
elect from the four quarters of the earth
who will they be those who havebave made
a covenant with him by sacrifice whatwhit
kind of a sacrifice thetho sacrifice of every
earthly thing required their native coun-
tries their illathersathers and mothers for in
many instances those who obey the gospel
arearo compelled to sever the nearest earthly
ties parents from their children children
from their parents and kindred from their
kin in order that they may come forth and
be i gathered into one grand body prepara-
tory to the commo of the son of god in
flaming fire

there are many people who have believed
thatthai the coming ofor our lord was near atahaudhand we might refer to many persons by
name whoteho have even set times for hiscoming certain particular days months

i and years in which the lord would be re
ysealedaedled from heavenheaven but they have entirely

overlooked propheciesthetho of the great pre-
paratory warkwork for hinhis cocomingmin g it they hadbad
read closely and instead of studyingstud pr
dates hadbad carefully looked for the great
purposes to be fulfilled before be comescornea
they would have known that their predic-
tions were false there is to be a grand
gathering of all his people from the four
quarters of the earth into one body one
family as it were one people consolidated
in one region of country belbeforebre he shall
come

let me refer to this great gathering of
the saints from every jandlaud and nationationfl we
find it predicted in various portions of thetho
prophetic writings I1 will first refer you
to the prediction recorded if I1 recollect
aright in the chapter of isaiah there
Is a prediction that before the great day of
rest the lord will again speak and will say
to the north give up to the south heoheekeepheep notat
backbaek bring my sons from afar anandana my
daughters from the ends of the earthcarth rtthe
same thing that david has reference to

this is not a work to be accomplished by
the wisdom of man or by a combination of
the wisest men that are uninspired among
the nations but the lord is to speak and
will say to the north giveiveaup1 A new revela-
tion is to be given wehe wilsayay to the south
keep not back and he will command that
his sons and his daughtdaughtersersdrs be brought
from the ends of the earth

has any such thing happened in our
days has the mighty god even the
lord spoken in our days yes and con-
nected with this proclamation we are in-
formed that the elect of godare to be gath-
ered from the four winds of heaven and
we have been called upon to perform this
work how much have we accomplished
during the forty years that have intervened
since the lord spoke in the years 1827
28 29 and SO30 the lord spoke and gayegave
many revelations among which was this
record called the book of mormon unfold-
ing to us not only the everlasting gospel in
all its plainness simplicity and ancient
purity as it was taught to the inhabitants
of this continent eighteen hundred years
ago but also many sacred predictions rero
lating to thothe great work which god would
accomplish when he should bring this
record forth in thetho latter days thisthia book
was translated by a mighty prophet who
was inspiredi red of god for the purpose and
sinco it camocame thindorthinfor the short space of
forty years it has been published in many
of the languages of the earth it has gone
forth in the germangerma italian frenchfrench
welsh and scandinavian languages aandnd
also in the tongue spoken by theithe sandwich
islanders and it hahas been proclaimed asat
it were bufan the louiehouiehousetopstopstous iniii the streets dudaudanaand
highways upontipon the hicls and mountains
and in all public places so far as the mis-
sionariessiosionslonnarlesaries and elders of this church could
find access and liberty to proclaim it and
wherever the people have repented and
turned from r sins and havohave desired to
receive the everevviev lasting gospel they have
continued to gatnergainer together in this
gathering has been going on for nearly
forty years until the effects cancaig nownob be
seen in this territory by any person who
will travel through it in the towns and
cities which have been builtbulit the settle-
ments which have been formed the meet-
ing abuses and school houses and publicpubliohalls that have been erected and anfnin the
fencing of farms and the opening of water
canals and ditches for irrigating the soil I1
say those who will travel through this
territory may see some ofot the effects of the
gathering out of the saints who have made
a covenant with the lord by sacrifice if
we had gathered together into a country
that was well timbered where we could go
out and get a load of fence poles or fire-
wood before breakfast if we had settled in
a country that was not comparatively a
desert and that waswa blessed with the rains
of heaven we could no doubt have accom-
plished far more thanthau we now see buethebutnut the
lord purposely led us into this desert to
fulfillfulfil prophecy A great many people
perhaps reflect upon and wonder at our
coming into a sterile barren district of
country inhabited by hostile savages and
which to ailall natural appearance would
not sustain a farming or agricultural popu-
lation blitbrit the lord brought us into a
coutcountryitry of this description in order that
he inightmight fulfillfulfil prophecies that must comcorn
to pass before our god shall come in
flaming fire

in proof of this let me refer you to the
nature of thetho country the redemption of
the desert and so forth that isi to take
place before the lord comes I1 will refer
you now to some of the sayings of the
prophet isaiah in the last two verses of
his chapter he says

issekseek yeyo out of the book of the lord and read
no one of these shall fall none shall want hermate for my mouth it hath commanded and his
spirit it hath gathered them

and he hath cast the lot for them and his
hand hath divided it unto them by line they
dball possess it for ever from generation to
generation shallshau they dwell therein

in thethothe sath chapter first and second
verses you will find these words

thethetho wilderness and the solitary place shall
be glad for them and the desert shall rejoiceceaudand
blossom as the rose

girghrit hallbhail blossom abundantly and re olceolee even
with joy and singing the glorymory ovof lebanon
shall lobe10 given unto it the excellency of carmel
and sharon they shall see the gloryvory of the lord
and the excellency of our god

notice now that the lord by his spirit
is to have a great gatheringjnin the latter
days ofbf his people andana we ireare advised to
seek out of the book odtheof the lord and learn
of this gathering and how his saints should

inhabit the land it should be divided
unto them by lot the same as many people
received their inheritances when they
came into thisthia desert theychev cast lots and
drew their lots and inheritances and
the wilderness and the solitary places shall
be glad for them ifyou can nindfind a coun-
tryt that answers better the descriptionisolaohere given anywhere in the four quarters
of the earth I1 should like to know it
when we came herebere the country to all
natural appearance was so barren that it
seemed impossible to locate a people upon
it but you see what we have accomplish-
edpd- otsotnot by our own wisdom nor by our
own strengthtrongtrougth but by being gathered by
the voice of the lord and by his com-
mandmentmandmandmentmAnt anand being guided and direct-
ed by the spirit of inspiration

after we arero gathered the desert is to re-
joicejoicejolce and blossom as the rose how often
I1 havehavo thought of this in the springspringtimetimotime
when all of this city covering sosome0 fourfounour
or perhaps five square miles with archorchardsds
and gardens jsis in bloomblooml then is thee
tima to realize how literally this prophecy
has been fulfilled every one knows that
fruitful as it now is whenhen we came here it
was called a desert ifif you do not believe
me go to the old maps and you will find
this section of the country laid down as
the great american desert that is

the name that was givengiver to it then peo-
ple when banded together in a numerous
company and well armed would hardly
venture to pass through this desert coun-
try it was so unpropitious and forbidding
the rains of heaven never havinghaving been
apparently shed forth upon it when we
came we could dig down some eighteen
inches or two feet and in other places
there waswag no moisture at all and it looked
as though theratheret ere never hadbad been any rain
here but I1 the wilderness andabd the soli-
tary place shall be made glad for them and
the desert shall blossom abundantly even
with joy and singing

but says oneillone i perhaps this had re-
ference to some other period and nottonot to the
preparatory work for the coming of the
lord 11 let us read a few verses furtherfarther in
WNthis chapter of isaialsIsaiahs prophecies
thutho third and fourth verses read
I1 ctstrenaStrengstrengthenthen ye the weak handsbands and confirm
thothe feeblefeebie knees

saytobayto them that are of a fearful heart bestrong fear not behold your god will come
bance even god aihmih a recompense he

viiiwill come and savesavo you
now notice thithis is not the niestfirst coming

come with vengeance then he
caniocamo to be spit upon to be meek and
bowl to be ridiculed by the mob if they
felt disposed and finally to bobe lifted up
uupon ththe0 croscross and crucified for the sins
of thetho world but the people who are to be
gathered together and for whom thothi des-
ert is to rejoice are called upon not to fear
dont be fainthearted dont be discour-

ageda ed 11 says the prophet be strong fear
not foforr behold your god will come with
vengeance he will come with a becom
pence andleaudleandaud he will save you that is you
who are in the desert then there will be
splendid miracles wrought again as in an-
cient days then the eyes of the blind are
to be opened and the ears of the deaf shall
be unstopped then shall the lame man
leap as an hart and thothe tongue of the
dumb shall sing for in the wilderness
shall waters break out and streams in the
desert

latter day saints and what I1 ask of you
I1 might ask of the whole people of theterritory have you seen a fulfillmentfulfilment of
this saying of the prophet isaiah since youon
have been located here in the desert hasas
there been any such things as springs
breaking out in the wilderness and rivulets
of water in the desert yes not in one
or two isolated instances but in almost
every settlement throughout this territ-ory many places in which in early
days there was not water enough for a sset-
tlement

et
of twenty individualsIR now sup-

port their hundreds in what way by
the great increase of water how was salt
lake when we first came here we that
is a few odtheof the pioneers went over ina july
1847 to the banks of salt lake to what is
called the black rock some of us went
in bathing and we could walk out to black
rock down on the water on each
sidesicie but advyho is jt low the waters are
some tenton jeetfet abaye that landband that we trod
upon then what is the matter ought
not the waters to have decreased
seeing that the waters of the various
streams that before our arrival emptiedied
their contents into it are turned kroabroabroadcastensticast
over thousands andandrenstens of thousands of
acres eflandof land certainly one would think
so for when all this water is turned on the
land it evaporates iinstead of going to inin-
crease the volume of the great salt lake
but instead of diminishing the waters of
the lake have risen some ten or twelve
feet above the surface as it existed in 1847
when I1 firstnawfirst Bawsaw it hence streams have
broken out in the desert and waters in the
wilderness as it is prophesied not only in
this chapter but also I1ina various portions
of the psalms

when speaking of the great day of the
coming of the lord how often do isaiah
and david speak ofoi the desert and the
waters f rivers and springs that should
break out to water the barren thirsty landl
the parched ground shall becomeleeome a pool

and the thirsty land springs of waterwe might go on and speak about the
highway that the lord would have there
that hashaa also been thrown up since we
came here it is even called a highway
bythehytheby the world that know nothing of these

j

prophecies I1 believe I1 will say as I1 pass
along something about the highway for

thebe same prophet that predicts about this
alteration in the desert also says there

shall be a highway there let me refer to
another prophecy about this highway by
the same prophet it reads thus and
the flotd shallshau proclaim to the ends of thetho
world say ye to the daughter of zion
behold thy salvation cometh behold hisilis
reward is with him and alspis work before
bimhim 11 but in the sentence preceding
this therothe prophetphet says cast uplap cast uup a
highway gather out the stones prepare yeyo
the way of the people lift up a standard
for the bepplebeopleopie then come la- the
words I1 have quoted how was the groatgreat
highway that crosses this continent con
struttedted you ought to know for you
were tho ones who constructed it through
these mountains you were the ones who
built some four hundred miles oflof this rail-
road you therefore know how it was doidoldonedodee
did you gather out the stones did you
prepare the level places for this greatgrealgreat zehaghhigh-
way that the prophet had predicted did
you cast it up where there were hollows
did youou fill up the hollows and gather out
the stones in order to make it level and
convenient 0oyesyes did you make any
tunnels and gateways I1 dont suppose
thattiethatthe ancient Prophet knew what a tunnel
was hence he says go through go through
the gates cast up cantupcast up a highway no
doubt hohe saw in vision how the railroad
looked saw the carriages driving along
with almost lightning speed dartingdirting into
the mountains on one side and by demedire by
saw them coming out on the other side
and he did not know bow to represent it
anyan better than to speak of it as a gate
alsoalgogo through go through the gates etc

prepare yeyo the way of the people cast up
cast up a highway and lift up a sstandardjandard
for the people and then come in those
notable words showing that it was a high-
way to bo cast up before the coming of the
son of god the lord has proclaimed to
the ends of the world say ye to the daugh-
ter of zion behold thy salvation cometh
behold his rewardrdward is with him and his
work before him

dont you leefromseese fromefrom these passages that
this is a latter day work thatthatthag there is a
proclamation connected with the casting
up orthisof this highway and that it is a pro-
clamationclamation which has reference to every
nation kindred tongue and people god
was to speak deliver a message send
forth illshis servants as missionaries they
were to publish that message to the ends
odtheof the worldworldandand to declare to all people
that the lord was to come behold ththy
salvation cometh and his reward is wwith
him and his work is before him thetho
prophet further says they shall call
them for whom this highway was built
that their way might be prepared and for
whom a standard should be raised 11 the re-
deemed of thetho lord a holy people they
shall be called soughtbought out a city not for-
saken I1 oh how different from old jerusa-
lem a city that has been forsaforsakenkeillkeril it is
almost two thousand years since the
lord forsook it and the jews have been
forsaken and scattered among all people

but when the lord lifts up this highway
gathers out the stones sends forth his
proclamation and gathers out his saints
who have made a covenant by sacrifice
they will build a city one that shall be
sought out old jerusalem was not sought
out it was built before the jews went to
inhabit it it was one of the early cities of
the ancient nations of canaan but this
latter day city that is called zion
is to be sought out and the people
that were to search it out were to
be a very good people I1 they shall call
them the redeemed of the lord they shall
be called sought out a city 1 I1

now with all the difficulties we have en-
countered here and with all thetha imagina-
tions of ouroun enemies in regard to us I1humbly trust and hope that the time has
come for this prophecy to be be liteliterallyallali
fulfilled when this city odtheofthe lord wwhichchiz
is built up according to this prophecy will
not be forsaken I1 hope that theth loldloideLoid our
god will protect his people and guarantee
to them the rights alkealrealreadyy guaranteed by
the constitution of our country to every
religious denomination in thothe land

there are some other prophecies about
the gathering of the saints I1 think I1 will
read one that has reference to our coming
to0 this place you will find it in the
psalm anait is very applicable to the
dereterehere
lourneytourney which we deformedpeformed when we came

ito give thanks unto the lord forcheis good
for his mercy endureth for ever

let the redeemed of the lord say so whom
he hath redeemed from thetho hand of the enemenemy

and gathered them out of the lands rnofrofrom tjtheeastcast and from the west from the northnorth andfrom the southcouth Athey wandered in the wilderwildernessnessInia a solitaryway they found no city to dwell in
hungry and their soulsoui fainted inthem
thentherl they cried unto thefordthe lorilord lain their troubletroubie

and heile delivered them out of their distresses
and he led them forth tyby the right way thatthey might go to a city of habitation
oh that men would praise the lord for his I1

goodness and for ilisllis wonderful works to the
children of men

Thishashasbas been fulfilled since thetho day
that david uttered it let the redeemed
of the lord saybay solsoll what redeemed of
thetile lordlordt not those who were gathered
butof the land of elyotegypt before the days of
david but those wwho0 are gathered out of
ailall lands says the prophet I1 fromr the east i

and from the west and from the north
anufromand from thetho south 11 from the four points


