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and this preparation is mentioned in part |
in the last verse which I read, which de-
clares that He should cail to the heavens
from above and to the earth from beneath.

He gives us some insight into the nature
of that call. His call to His servants wua)
‘‘Gather ye my saints together unto me,
they that have made a covenant with me
by sacrifice,”

This seems, then, to be a work prepara-
tory to the coming of the Lord ia flaming
fire, The nature of the fire that will be ex-
hibited av His seconi coming in theclouds
of heaven will be such that it will consume
the witked and ungodly, and those who'
repent not and who do not sanctify them-
selves before the Lord., Our God in that
day will be a consuming fire; the intensity F
of this fire will be so great that the very.
hills, the Psalmist David informs us in an- |
other place, ‘“‘will melt like wax before His
presence,” The Prophet Isaiab, in speaking
of the fire or heat that would accompany
the second advent of the Son of God, de-
¢lares that the mountains shall flow. down l
at His presence. The elements that now
constitute these rugged mountains which
we see here on this continent and in ail
parts of the earth where we travel will melt
with fervent heat, and will flow down be- J
fore the presence of the Lord. The bright-
ness of this fire will be greater than that of

the sun in its glory. I mean our temporal,
literal sun, from which we receive light and

* _heat, as you will find recorded in the last
verse of the 24th chapter of Isaiah, which
says that ““when the Lord of Hosts shall
come to reign in Mount Zion and in Jeru-
salem, and before His ancients gloriously,
the sun shall hide his face in shame and the
. moon shall be confounded.” With all the
brightness of that luminary which lights
this creation it will hide its face in shame;
and the bright lummaries of heaven will
be confounded as it were, 80 great xvill be
the glory of His presence,—a fire devouring
before Him,and all nature feeling the power
of the Almighty which will be exerted on
that grand occasion, :

Will the wicked be able to endure this
intense heat and not be consumed? I now |
have reference to their physical tabernacles,
—their temporal bodies. Hear what pro-

hecy bas declared in relation to this,
ead the last chapter contained in the Old
Testament; that will answer the question.

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn
asan oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be gtubble; and the day that
comefth shall burn them wupy saith the Lord of

Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch.”

~ Notice, now, how completely it will

sweep the proud and those who do wicked-
ly from the face of this creation. . The fire
that proceeds forth from the presence of
God at His second coming shall burn as an
oven, and shall not only affect the moun-
tains and the elements so as to melt them,
but it will also consume the proud and
them that do wickedly from the face of the

lobe. What effect will this intense heat

ave upon the righteous? No more than
the heated furhace of Nebuchadnezzar had
wpon the Hebrews who were cast therein;
and though it was heated seven times hot-
ter than it was wont to be heated and slew
those who cast their fellows into it, yet.they
who were thrown into it received no harm,
not even the smell of fire on their gar-
ments, They were protected by a miracle,
and the fire that slew their enemies was
their preservation. So likewise when the
Son cf God shall burn up the wicked and
consume their bodies to ashes, both root
and brﬂ.ﬂltl:h, le_alving 11:10 ram:aanta of them
among all people, nations and ton the
righteous will be prepared 0 antergi]ile% the
midst of this flaming fire without receiving
any harm; indeed they will be caught u
into the THI‘;{ GETE““‘““ of God, and they will
be surroun 'with a pillar of fire as Moses
was when he came down from Mount
Sinai, only to a far greater extent:; but it
will have no power over them, in fact it
will be their protection and salvation, their |
glory, happiness and joy.

To prepare the people for that great day
it is necessary that the Saints should be
gathered together, as predicted in the 5th
verse, when He should give this great and
grand'. revelation in the last days, when the
mightﬂ God, even the Lord, shall speak,
He will call to the heavens to assist in the
great latter-day work; and all the angels
and the heavenly host,who do His bidding,
will go forth as swift messengers to execute
His decrees and fulfil His purposes in
bringing about this grand gathering of His
elect from the four guarters of the earth.
Who will they be? Those who have made
a covenant with Him by sacrifice. What
kind of a sacrifice? The sacrifice of every
earthly thing required, their native coun-
tries, their fathers and mothers, for in
many instances those who obey the gospel
are compelled to sever the nearest eairthly
ties,—parents from their children, children
from their parents and kindred from their
kin, in order that they may come forth and
~be gathered info jone grand body prepara-
fory to the commg of the Son of God in
ﬂténhi:g fire, \

- re are many people who have believed
that the coming of our Lord was near at
hand. We might refer to many persons b
name who have even set times for H
coming,—certain particular days, months
and years in which the Lord would be re-
vealed from heaven, But they have entirely

|
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overlooked the prophecies of the great pre-
paratory wark for His coming. 1f they had
read closely, and instead of studying dpr
dates had carefully looked for the great
purposes to be fulfilled before He comes
they would bave known that their predic-
tions were false, There is to be a grand
gathering of all His people from the four
uarters of the earth into one body, one
amily as it were; one people consolidated
in one region of country, before He shall

| come,
Let me refer to this great gathering of
the Saints from every land and nation; we

find it predicted in various portions of the
prophetic writings, I will first refer you
to the prediction recorded, if I recollect
aright, 1n the 43d chapter of Isaiah, There
is a prediction that before the great day of
rest the Lord will again speak and will say

to the north give up, to the south keéép not |

back! Bring my sons from afar and my
daughters from the ends of the earth,—the
same thing that David has reference to. -

This is not a work to be accomplished by
the wisdom of man or by a combination of
the wisest men that are uninspired, among
the nations; but the Lord is to speak, and
will say to the north give up. A new revela-
tion is to be given: He will say to the south
keep not back, and He will command that.
His sons and His daughters be brought
from the ends of the earth.

Has any such thing happened in our
days? Has the mighty , even the
Lord, spoken in our days? Yes, and con-
nected with this proclamation we are in-
formed that the elect of God are to be gath-
ered from the four winds of heaven; and
we have been called upon to perform this
work. How much have we accomplished
during the forty years that have intervened
since the Liord spoke? In the years 1827,
'28, ’29 and ’30 the Lord spoke and gavye
many revelations, among which- was this
record called the Book of Mormon, unfold-
ing to us not only the everlasting gospel in
all its plainness, simplicity and ancient
purity, as it was taught to the inhabitants
of this continent eighteen hundred years
ago; buf also many sacred predictions re-
lating to the great work which God would
accomplish when He should bring this
record forth in the latter days.

was inspired of God for the purpose; and
gince it came forth,—in the short space of
forty years, it has been published in many
of the languages of the earth. It has gone
forth :in the German, Italian, French
Welsh and Scandinavian languages and
also in the tongue spoken by tga Eana
Islanders; an

and in all pablic places, so far as the mis-
sionaries and elders of this church could
find access and liberty to proclaim it; and
wherever the people have repented and
turned from their sins and have desired to
receive the everinsting gospel, they have
continued to gather together in one. This
gathering has been going on for nearly
forty years, until the eﬁ‘gcta can now be
seen in this Territory, by any person who
will travel through it, in the towns and
cities which have been built, the seéttle-
ments which have been formed, the meet-
ing houses and school houses and public
halls that have been erected; and in the
fencing of farms, and the opening of water
canals and ditches for irrigating the soil. I

say those who will travel through this

Territory may see some of the effects of the
gathering out of the Saints who have made
a covenant with the Lord by sacrifice. If
we had gathered together into a country
that was well timbered, where we could go
out and get a load of fence poles or fire-
wood before breakfast; if we had settled in
a country that was not, comparatively a
desert, and that was blessed with the rains
of heaven, we could no doubt have accom-

lished far more than we now see. But the

ord purposely led us info this desert to
fulfil prophecy, A great man
perhaps, reflect upon and wonder at our
coming into a sterile, barren district of
country, inhabited by hostile savages, and
which, to all natural appearance, would
not sustain a farming or agricultural popu-
lativn,  Bnt the Lord brought us into g
country of this description in order that
He 1uight fulfil prophecies that must com
to pass before ‘‘our God shall come in
flaming fire.”

In proof of this let me refer you te the
nature of the country, the redemption of
the desert and so forth, that is to take
place before the Lord comes. I will refer
you now tosome of the sayings of the
Prophet Isaiah, In the last two verses of
his 34th chapter he says:

““Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read;.
no one of these shall fail, none sharl%wmt her
mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his
spirit it hath gathered them.

“And he hath cast the lot for them, and his
Eha.nlfll hath mﬂdt}d it unto }hem by Iimtaj they

all possess or ever, from eration to
generation shall they dwell therein.g'Fn' |

In the 35th chapter, first and second
verses, you will find these words:

“The wilderness and the solitary place ghall

be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice,and
blossom as the rose.

“It shall blossom abundantly, and re
with joy and slnging; the g'iory Lebanon
ot B i They Minl wes (o Sy A Y e
aron; they e of the
and the excellency of our God.q' ) e

Notice now, that the Lord, by His spirit
is to have a great gathering, in the latter
days, of His Emple; and we are advised to
seek out of the book of the Lord and learn

of this gathering,and how His Saints should | by the world, that know nothing o

| tary dplaea shall be made glad for them and
the

Thlﬂ bﬁnk .
was translated by a mighty prophet Who | ¢yofeeh emf the weak hands, and confirm

wich | came’ to be spit u

. Dn?
_ it has been proclaimed, as | lowly, to be ridicuf;d by the mob if they
it were, en the housetops, in the streets and | felt disposed, and final
highways, npon the hiils and mountains | u

people, | port their hundreds. In what way?

| upon then, “What

| this chapter, but

olce even

inhabit the land. ¥t should be divided |
unto them by lot, the same as many people
received their inheritances when they
came into this desert. They cast lots and
drew their lots and inheritances, *“And
the wilderness and the solitary places shall
be glad for them,” Ifyou can find & coun-
try that answers better the description
here given anywhere in the four quarters
of the earth I should like to know it.
When we came bere, the country to all |
natural appearance was s0 barren that it
seemed impossible to locate a people upon
it. But you see what we bave accomplish-
ed. Not by our own wisdom nor by our
own strength, but by beingbga.thered by
the voice of the Lord, and His com-
mandment, and being guided and direct-
ed hgethﬂ spirit of inspiration. |
After we are gathered the desert is to re-
oice and blossom asthe rose. How often
have thought of this in the Spring time,
when all of this city, covering some four,
or timr]:m'r.pssn five square miles with orchards
and gardens, is in bloom! Then is the
time to realize how literally this prophecy
has been fulfilled. Every one knows that
fruitfnl as it now is, when we came here it
was called a desert. If you do not believe
me, go to the old maps and you will find
this section of the eountry laid down as
““The Great American Desert,”” That is
the name that was givep to it then., Peo-
ple, when banded together in a mumerous
company, and well armed, would hardly
venture to pass through this desert conn-
try, it was so unpropitious and forbidding,
the rains of heaven mever hayving been,
apparently, shed forth upon if. hen we
came we could dig down some eighteen
inches or two feet, and in other places
there was no moisture at all; and it looked

as thnuﬁh there never had been any rain
here, But “the wilderness and the soli-

esert shall blossom abundantly, even
with joy and singing.” |
‘“But,” says nne,r“parl:éa{.lps this had re-
ference to some other period and notto the
);Jreparatory work for the coming of the
ord.”” Let us read a few verses further in
this 35th chapter of Isaiah’s Bgrupheuias.l
The third and fourth verses read:

“Stren

“Say to them thaf are of o fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not; bebold, your God will come
withoyengeance, even God with a recompense; he
will come and save you.”

Now, notice this is not the first uumitg.
e

He did not come with vengeance then; ]
to be meek and

y to be lifted up
n the crossand crucified for the sins
of the world., Butthe people who are to be
gathered together, and for whom the des-
ertis to rejoice, are called upon not to fear,
“Dont be fainthearted, don’t be discour-
aged.” Says the prophet, ‘“Be strong, fear
not, for behold your God will come with
vengeance; He will come with a recom-
pence and he will save you;” that is, you
who are in the desert. Then there ‘will be
splendid miracles wrought again, a8 in an-
cient days. Then the eyes of the blind are
to be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall
be unstopped; then ‘‘shall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb shall sing, for in the wilderness
shall waters break out and streams in the
desert.”

Latter-day Saints, and what Task of you
I might ask of the whole people of the
Territory, have you seen a fulfilment of
this saying of the gilmphat Isaiah since you
have been located here in the desert? ﬂaﬂ
there been any such things as springs
breaking outin the wilderness and rivulets
of water in the deseri? Yes, not in one
or two isolated instances, but in almost
every settlement thrnughout this Terri-
tory. - Many places in which, in early
days, there was not water anuug‘h for a set- |
tlement of twenty individuals, now su

the t increase of water. How was Salt
Lake when we first came here? We, that
isa few ofthe Pioneers, went over in July,
1847, to the banks of Salt Lake to what
called the Black Rock. Some of us went
in hnthing: and we could walk out to Black |
Rocic, and look dowa on the water on each
side. t how is it nmow? The waters are |
somse ten t ) land that we trod

hat is the matter? Ought
not thﬂw of eto have decreased,
seeing that thé waters of the wvarious
streams before our arrival, emptied
their contents into it, are turned broa cast |
over thousands and tens of thousands of
acres of l:-nd'l Certainly one would think
50, for when all this water is turned on the
land it evaporates instead of going to in-
crease the volume of the Great élzﬁt Lake;
but instead of diminishing, the waters of
the Lake have risen some ten or twelve
feet above the surface as it existed in 1847,
when I first saw it. Hence streams have
broken out in the desert, and waters in th#
wilderness, as it is prophecied, not only in
in various portions

—

of the psalms,
When speaking of the great day of the
coming of the Lord, how often do Isaiah
and David speak of the desert, and the
waters, rivers and springs that should
break out to water the barren, thirsty land!
“The parched ground shall beeome a pool
and the thirsty springs of water,”’ ,
We might g;) on and speak about the
highway tbat the Lord would have there,
that has also been thrown up since we
came here. It is even called a higtgmy
ese
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prophecies, I believe I will say, as I pass
along, something about the hig

| I:Lway, for
the same Prophet that predicts about this
alteration in the desert, also says there
shall be a highway there. ILet me refer to
another prophecy about this highwn‘y, by
the same prophet, It reads thus: “Anad
the Lotd s proclaim to the ends of the
world, say ye to the daughter of Zion,
behold thy salvatien cometh; behold His
reward is with him and His work before
Him.,”” But in the sentence preceding
this the Prophet says: '“Cast np, cast up a
highway, gather out the stones, prepare ye
the way of the ];JE-DpIB, lift up a standard
for the beople:” Then come in the
words I have quoted. How was the great
highway that crosses this continent con-
gtructed? You ought to know, for you
were the ones who constructed it through
these mountains; you were the ones who
built some four hundred miles of this rail-
road, you therefore koow how it was done.
Did you gather out the stones? A Did you
prepare the level places for this great high-
way that the Prophet had predicted? Did

ou cast it up where there were hollows?

id you fill up the hollows and gather out
the stones in order to make it level and
convenjent? O, yes, Did you make any
tunnels and gateways? 1 don’t suppose
thatthe ancientProphet knew whata tunnel
was, hence hesays ‘‘go thrnﬁfh,gothruug'h
the ga.taa, cast up, castup a highway.” No
doubt he saw in vision how the railroad
looked, saw the carriages driving along
with almost lightning s , darting into
the mountains on one side, and hg' due by
saw them coming out on the other side;
and he did not know how to represent it
an¥ better than to speak of it as a qaﬁa,—
#20 through, go through the gates” etec.
“Pre ye the way of the people, castup
cast up a highway, and lift up a standard
for the people;”’ and then come in those
notable words, showing that it was a high-

| way to be cast up before the coming of the

Son of God., *“The Lord has proclaimed to
the ends of the world, say ye to the daugh-
ter of Zion, behold thy salvation cometh,
behold his reward is with him and his
work before him.,”

Don’t you see _from these ages that
this is a latter-day work? hat there is a
proclamation connected with the ecasting
up ofthis highway? And that it is a pro-
clamation which has reference to every
nation, kindred, tongue and people? God
was to speak,—deliver a message, send
forth His servants as missionaries; they
were to publish that message to the ends
of the world, and to declare to gll people
that the Lord was to come, *“‘behold th
salvation cometh, and his reward is wit
him, and his work is before him.”” The
prophet further utzia “They shall call
%:?t'.; ﬁr whuml e hehighway ;ra.a dbufilt

eir way mig repared, and for
whom a utanc{a.rd should ge IP:l;ed:” the re-
deemed of the Loxd, a hely people; they
shall be called, sought out, & c¢ity not for-
saken,”” Oh, how different from n{d Jeérusa-
lem, a cily that has been forsaken! It is
almost’ two thousand years since the
Lord forsook it, and the Jews have been
forsaken, and scattered among all people.

But when the lord lifts up this highway,
gathers out the stones, sends forth His
proclamation and gathers out His Saints
who have made a covenant by sacrifice,
they will build a city, one that shall be
sought out. Old Jerusalem was not sought
out; it was built before the Jews went to
inhabit it. It was one of the early cities of
the ancient nations of Canaan. But this
latter-day city, that is called Zion,
is to be sought out, and the people
Lh;nt were {t;d saarclil it o ;ut were to

a very g people. hey shall call
them the Redeemed of the Lord{ they shall
be called, sought out, a city notlforsaken.”

Now, with all the difficulties we have en-
countered here, and with all the imagina-
tions of our enemies in regard to us, I
humbly trust and hope that the time has
comse for this prophecy to be be literall
fulfilled; when; this city of the Lord, whic
is built up according to this prophecy will
not be forsaken. I hope that the Lord our

God will protect His people and guarantee
tothem the rights algeagy guaranteed by
the Constitution of our Country to every
religious denomination in the land.

There are some other prophecies about
the gathering of the Saints. I think I will
read one that has reference to our coming
to this place. You will find it in the 107th
Psalm, and ‘it is very applieable to the

l;mrnﬂy which we peformed when we came
ere.

“0 give thanks unto the Lord, for§He}is good:
for mercy endureth for ever. g

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom
He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy:

‘;énd %ﬁr&d&emﬁfmeéﬁnda, from the
east, an m the w rom the nerth, and
from the south. . ret

“They wandered in the wildernessina solitary
‘wav_ﬁ they found no city to dwell in.

“Hungry and thirsty theirsoul fainted in
them.

“Then they cried unto the gfrd in their trouble
and He deellz'ered them outof their distresses.

“And He led them forth by the right way, that
they might go to a city of habitation.

“Oh that men would praise the Lord for His
goodness, and for HF wonderful ,works to the
children of men.”

ThisThas been fulfilled since fthe day
that David attered it. ‘“‘Let the redeemed
of the Lord say so!”’” What redeemed of
the L Not those who were gathered
out of the land of Egypt before the days of

David, but those who are Fatharod out of
all lands, says the Prophet, ‘““from the East
and from the West, and from the North

and from the South,” From the four points




