;is well directed, well organized and
its councils and conventions are con-
ducted with n pomp and pagesntry
ealculnted to influence the common
while there is a matter of fuet

le g
I g 'r religlon that impresses the

asprct O
thoughtful-
Tpere 18 ab presenmt in ﬁe:-s]ion Al
ton An important religious
cv:(?::r;nngue. Itis known as the Bee-
cond Feumenical Counell  of th¢
Methodlst Church. There are S00
delegntes frum 81l parts of the world in
attendance. It convened on the morn-
ing of October 7th. The first gather-
ing of this kind was held in London
England, ted Years ago. At that time
jending Methodists regarded the coun-
cil as of Joubtful necessity. Todny
the sentiment in overwhelmingly in
ravor of it What is more signifieant
in this council is the fact that Jele-
gntes of all shades of Methodism nre
present, and the programme olassi fier
the Jifferent denomainations according
to nations as well a8 sects,

A JUST AND FEARLESS JOURNAL

TrERE ts published in Austin, Texus
& journal with the significant title o
The Joonoclast. Itis edited with un-
ususl force nnd ability, and is what
jts pame implick—8D0 imege smasher.
In one of ils Iatest insuen it fotlown up,
in n coinmendatory Way, son e just and
favorable siatements made a short time
gince by the New Orleans {icayune n
refarence to the “3ormon? people und
thelr religivn. Inorder to show how
vigorously The Joonoclast falls into the
samse lipe as its New Orleans nelghibur,
we tuke pleasure in presenting some

extracls from its article:
i -afreshing to find a daily news-
apletrh\!\';lh the courage to EpcaK of the
{ormons without belittletng and belying
them. Thease earnest and honest people
have probably been sublected 1o more
malicious Mmlisrepresentation, more de-
liborate, systematio vilification by the

rens and pulpit than any sect that ever
gepnrted from ihe beaten paths of ortho-
doxy in searoh of the Savior. Ever since
Josenh Smith esiablisbed his firatChurch,
the Chriatian world, so-called, has boen
upon it8 trail with rfle and taggor,
thumbscrew and iar bucket, In aays
gone by Protestants and Catholics per-e-
cuted each other; the High Chnrohinan
rihpeted the Puritan and the Intter vented
hls religious venom by boring holes in

the tongues of Quakors or hound-
ing Baptists into  the Lrack less
forasts. Now these . righieous 8o~
ple, 1ihese “Children of God,” these

iipgtlowers in the foots'eps of the low]

Nazarene,’—who turned 1he other chee

to the smiter and prayed for his hrutal
assnasing while perishing npon the cross
—are making common cause against the
Mormons, pouring out tha vials of their
wralh, opening tho sinice.ga'es of their
vindictive hatred upou the hcads ofthe
“Latter-day Saints’’ becnuse they inaist
onh going to heuven or ondes in a manner
not strietly orthodox, o traveling a path
not mapped out and graded for them by

== — o

certain coumenical councils or logie-
chopping synoda !
L L

L

L]
The Mormoon ecreed affirms that man

will be punished for his own sins, not for | P

the Iransgressions of & mythical ancestor,
Is not this an improvement on thgold
soul-killing dogma of original sin? The
Mormon creed teaches faith inthe Lord
Jesux, repemrance apd baptism. So
Averse aro the Saints' to intoxicants
that they snbstilute water for wine
at the encbarist. The Mormot croed de-
clares thay 1he word of God i8 recorded
not oitly in the Book of Mormon and the
Bihle, but in all good books,’ evidencing
a apirit of liberality that contrasts
strangely with the parrow viewm of the
average Christian dogmatizer. Nor does
Mormon liberality stop there; absolute
liberty of private judgment in matters of
religion i8 expresaly insisted upon Very
remarkable ia this doctrine when com-
pared with that which prevailed for so
many centuriesin Xurope and was trans-
planted to the Westcrn world by the
Puritans, wheie it s atill demanding that
Ilberty of conscience be not tolerated;
that every man who darves to differ from
the majority be cast iotn prison or
senurged bevond the confines of civiliza-
tion! It i, goneraliy beiieved that the
Mormon hierareliy is intent upon cstab-
lishing = mighty theocracy and
casting off  alleginnce to the
Federal govarnment; that it fosters re-
mistance to secular; anthorities and wit)
raise the standard of revolt should it ever
become powerful enough. ‘The same cry
was raised against the carly Ohristians,—
|8 beard to this day against the Catholics.
Thouaands of gOO(fProleﬁ'n.nla are firmly
convinced that should the Pope ¢all upon
American Catholics 10 take up arms
against the national government they
wonld do so instuntly. ‘'The Mormon
creetl as well as 1he Catholic chureh
1eaches pubinission to the powers that be.
The fuuricenth and last article in Lhe
Mormon creed is worthy curefil study
and adoption by every wect. It roads:
‘We believe in being honeat, true, chasta,
temperats, benevolent, virtuoue and up-
right; also that am idle or lazy person
cannot baa Christlan, neither bava wsal-
vation.?

“Whatever may bo the shortcomings
of the Mormon faith, certain it im that
wherever that sect has gettled they have
been distinguisbed from their naighhors
by their greater thrift, industry, temper-
atensss, and all that periains to desirable
citizena, Even Lheir enocmiea bear testi-
mony to this. At Kirtland, Nauvno, In-
dependence—wherever Mormon settle-
men:s ware made -arose the busy hum of
industry, tempies and sobools Sprang up
as if beneath tha enchanter’a
wand, and peace and sweet content
reigned shpreme unttl fanatical *‘Chris-
tian’ neighbors swept down upon the
huppy bomes with rifle and fagiot; until
ministers of God, profes«ing the forhear-
ing apivit of Christ, raised their voices §n
vindictive denuncintion of the ‘herstics’
nnd incited midnight marauders to pluo-
der and butcher their bettera,

“One of the darkest pages in the
world’s bistory, one of the most damnin
disgraces recorded 1o the blood-staines
annals of Time, is the brutal ireatment
the Mormons bhave received from the so-
cailéd Chriatians of thisenlightened land.
Oh, what a disgracefu! mockery,what in-
famous hypooriny is onr boast that in
thia land, so fvored of the Gods, rolig-
ious liberiy im Lhe blrthright ot everw
man; that bere benenth ‘the banner of
the free’ ull God’s children may worship
Him as they will, with none to molest
them or make them afraid! Religions
liberty! Herein this land first settled by
religious exiles flying from the persecu-
tions of imolerant bigot-; in this land
where Puritan and Huguenot, Catholie
and Quaker ruised their peans ot praise

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

1 the

533

'm the primeval wilds, fearing savage
boasts and still more savage meon less
than their bigoted brethren, we find them
all making common cause agninst a peo-
le daring to disagree with them, hound-
ing them from place to piace, murdering
tbeir teacher and driviog them like caltle
binif across the continent. * = 0

“The idea 60 industriously promulgat-
ad that Mormonism ia a false religion,
founded by an impostor to subserve bis
own selfish purposes, is not 1enahle,
TFalse religions do not make men true, do
not thrive and wax strong In the face of
bitter persccution, do not withstand the
senrching eye of an advancing eiviliza-
tion before which shama fade like noctur-
nal vapors under the torvifying glare of n
tropical run; do not make people happy
ancrcumcnt, console the living and eom-
fort the dying. Imposiors do not hrave
poverty and persocution. the proud
world’s scorn, persist desplte discourge-
ment and lay down their lives for what
they kuow to be a fulsehood.””

We agree with vur 'Texas dotetupor-
ary in ita refereuce to the remarks of
the Picayune—that ‘“it ja refreshing to
find & duily newsaper with the courage
to spenl of the Mormons without be-
littleing nud belying them.””  Fur thia
reason we admire the fearlessners and

justice exhibited by The Jeonoclast,

-

PROSPEROUS MEXICO.

EEADSTRF.ET; ol Octuber 3rd has a
very instructive article on **Financial
and Economic Conditions in Mexico,?
The government finances, 1t Is sald,
are in 8 very satisfactory ccndition.
The geheral revenue for the flscal year
ending June 30, 1891, exceeded by
21,000,600 that of the preceding year.
new tariffscheme goes into effect Ne-
yember lat pext, and by this it js ex-
pected that the revenue from customs
will be largeiy increased. ln bis ag-
dress at the upening of Congrees,
short time since, President Diaz dwelt
on the beneflts likely to aside from this

new tariff law. He naid that it
wan drafted with a view of atimulating
internationn] trade of Mexlco,

without, at the same time, conflicting

mugie | with the interests of the treasury.

The President’s remarks about the
economie condition of his country
were reassuring. He eaid that the
usual resources of the treasury were
equaf to ull the expenses decreed in the
budget, and tothe fnterest on the inte-
rior and exterior debt, There ate also
ample funds for meeting payments due
abroad, as wall as for discharging all
the expenditures of the administration.

The banking system of the country
is operating satisfactorily. The vul-
ume of business it incrensing, but there
g no fenr of a crisis, becaure the eircu-
ation of notes %a so restricted that dis-
aster seems imposeible, ’

‘There ia at present, and has been for
gome time past, a movementon fool in
Mexlco having for its object tax re-
form, A couference of representatives

"



