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may 2 while theibe eldieldeeiderseldersrs were assassembledembee d

in council the prophet joseph called upon me
to go and preach the gospel and open the door
of salvation to the aborigines or the seed of
joseph upon this continent and elders amos
orton and john P greene were appointed to
accompany me bro joseph said this will
open the door to all the seed of joseph 22

I1 started in company with the twelve on the
ath of may at 2 am and arrived atai
fairport at 6 where we went on board
of a steambort which was justjust starting out
and arrived at dunkirk about 4 pm

I1 remained at dunkirk preaching for a few
days I1 visited julius dioBlomonctonreton a relative of
mine and preached thehe gospel but he
was not inclined to receive its principles he
was a man considerably advanced in years
hadbad never made a profession of rereligionli lonion but
was very much of a gentleman to avoid call-
inganging on mewe to ask a blessing at table behe asked
the blessing himself probably for thetiie first
timejime in bahis life

Wwe proceeded to westfield where with ourpur
grethrenbrethren of the twelve we attended a contercenter
ence after conference casoverwawas over the quorum
ofof the twelve proceeded eastward two going
totogether19ether preaching the gospel and meeting to
gether to holdbold conferences in the difditdifferentfrent
branches according to previous appointment
t at Lyonetown N Y bros 0 hydee wil-
liam smith and myself returned to kirtland
as witnesses for president joseph smith in a
case before the county court As soon as we
were liberated we again started and joined
the twelve in holdinga conferences preaching
and baptizing regulating and organizinga the
churches through the eastern country we
returned to kirtland september 25

iI1 remained at home during the fall and win-
ter occasionally going out and preaching to
the neighboring ibra iches in the course of
the winter thresaathere wabwas a hebrew school startstartedd
which I1 attended until february 22 1836
when I1 was called upon by the prophet to
superintend the painting and finishing of the
temple upon which I1 labored until March 27
when the temple was so far finished as to be
dedicated to the lord by the prophet with the
assembled quorums of the church andand as many
members as could possibly be accommodated
on this occasion the power of god was dis-
played as recorded in the history of joseph
smith
I1 iI1 attended the solemn assembly and with
linymy brethren of the twelve received my wash-
ingsin a and anoint ings and was privileged to lis-
ten to the 11 bandsand administrations of thetb
prophet of god we also attended to the
washing oeof feet which ordinance was admin-
istered to me by the prophet joseph

march 30 1836 an order having been es-
tablished that elders should renew their liii
bensescenses and gecged them recorded I1 received the
following

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
this certifies that brigham young has been

received into the church of the latter day
saints organized on the sixth of april in the
year of our lord one thousand eight iiilitindredhundred
and thirty andaasand habhas been ordained an elder ac
cording to the rules and regulations of said
church and is duly authorized to preach the
gospel agreeably to the authority of that
office

from the satisfactory evidence which we
have of bibbis good moral character and hisbis zeal
for the cause of righteousness and diligent
desire to persuade men to forsake evil and em-
brace truth we confidently recommend him to
all candid and upright people as a worthy
member of society

we therefore in the name and by the au-
thority of this church grant unto this our
worthy brother in the lord this letter of com-
mendationmendation as a proof of our fellowship and
esteem praying for his success and prosperity
in our redeemers cause

given by the direction of a conference of faheabbhe
elders of said church assembled in kirtland
geaugageaugh county ohio the third day of march
in the year afof our lord one thousand eight hunbun
fredred and thirty six

JOSEPH SMITH jr
F G williams clerk chairman
kirtland ohio march 30 1836
this certifies that the within license was

recorded on the day of march 1836 inin
kirtland ohio in the license records book
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recording clerk
in the spring of 1836 in company with my

brother joseph I1 startedforforthethe eastern states
visited ourU r relatives and preached the gospel
to tieliethekhemmanyni many of whom bellevbelieveded our testimony
and werevere baptized we traveled through new
york velmont and massachusetts

I1 left my brother Josjosephsosepheph in boston and with
16brgard lymanlyshan E johnson went to salem where
we mecmei thehe prophet joseph and the brethren

1 l 1

whoimo were withw ith him lurlueaug 6 joseph received
aU ierevelation concerning that city

9after tarrtarryinging
2 with the prophet a few days

I1 returnedretarned to boston where I1 took steamerstear er for
portland maineblaine started about 5 pm and
about 10 there came uptip a storm and
the vessel being old and shattered she could
not withstand the storm and after tossing
about in the waters a few hours we put into
port ann and spent a very pleapieapleasantkantsant day pick-
ing whortleberriesberries and goinging over the grounds
upon whichabich the inhabitants were drying the
codfish dianymanyblany acres were covered with the
lakesflakes upon which the codfish were spread this
being the principal employment of the peo-
ple

next evening I1 proceeded to portland ar-
riving there about daylight the following morn-
ing and continued my journey to0 newry oxford
co where I1 met elder lyman EE johnson
and we held a conference on thehet and

of august
1

at which I1 was called to pre-
side I1 represented the saints in boston and
rhode island where my brother joseph and I1

hadbad labored bro lyman represented the
branch in sackville new 13runswickbrunswick thethet
total representations were 17 bracbracheshesbes com-
prising members we gave much good
instruction on the occasion and baptized two
during conference

I1 returned to blostonboston where I1 found my bro-
ther joseph who had been doing a good work
we baptized seventeen in boston

I1

we started for kirtland stopped at provi-
dence R I1 tarried a short timelime and preached
to the saints and others who came to hear us
then proceeded on our journey through rhode
island connecticut the west part of massa-
chusettschu and new york and preached by the
way arriving at kirtland the latter part of
september where I1 remained through the fall
and winter laboring with my hands to sustain
my family and preachingling to the saints

at this time the spirit of speculation disaf-
fection and apostasyapostacy imbibed by many of the
twelve and which ran through all the quorums
odtheof the church prevailed so extensively that it
was difficult for any to see clearly the path to
pursue

on a certain occasion several of the twelve
the witnesses to the book of mormon and
othersothern of thethe authorities of the church heldfield a
council in the upper room of the temple the
question before theinthem was to ascertain howbow the
prophet joseph could be deposed and david
whitmer appointed president of the church
father john smith bro heber C kimball and
others were present who were opposed to such
measures I1 rose up and in a plainclafin and folca
ble manner told them that joseph was a pro-
phet and I1 knew it and that they mightnight rail
and slanderblander him as much as they pleased they
could not destroy the appointment ot the pro-
phet of god they could only destroy their own
authority cut the threadbread that bound them to
the prophet and to god and sink themselves
to hell maryblary were highly enraged at my de-
cided opposition to their measures and jacob
bump an old pupugilistC ilist was so exasperated
that he could not be still some of the breth-
ren near him put theirheir hands on dimandhim and re-
quested be quiet but he writhed and
twisted his arms and body sayinsaying how can
I1 keep my handsbands off that manaman I1 told him if
he thought it would give him any relief he
might lay them on this meetingwabwas broken
up without the apostates being able to unite
on any decided measures of opposition this
was a crisis when earth antiand hellbell seemed
leaiealeaguedtrued to overthrow the prophetprophettfc and church
of god the knees of many odthe strongest
men in the church faltered

during this siege of darkness I1 stood close
by joseph and with allill the wisdom and power
god bestowed upon me put forth my utmost
eierenergiesgies to sustain the servant of god abhiabbiand
unite the quorquorumstims of the church

ascertaining that a plot was laid to waylay
joseph for the purpose of taking hisbis life on
his return from monroe michigan to kirtlandKirfiandfland
I1 procured a horse and bugbuggy19y and took bro
william smith along to meet joseph we
met him returning in the stage coach joseph
requested william to take his seat in the stage
and hehb rode wathith me in the beggy we arrived
in kirtland inid safety

A man named hawleyhawie while ploughingsloughinghing his
field in the state of new york had an impres-
sion rest down on his mindmina with great weight
that he must go to kirtland and tell joseph
smith that the lord had rejected himhive as a
prophet he accordingly started right off
with his bare ffeetbeet and on arriving in kirtland
told joseph that the fokdlord hadbad reirejectedacted himfilm for
alewing t john noah a prophetP of aogodd to be
cut off from the clchurch and lorloiforfok allowing the
womendwoinen to wear caps and the men to wear

cushions on their ccoatafkleesleevesves i1heae wwasas callcailcalleded
t

up before the bishops cocourlandcoururtandbandt
shipped y

he went through the streets of0 kirtland one
morning after midnight and cried wo wo
unto the inhabitants of this place I1 put my
pantspints and shoes on took macowmy cow hide went
out and laying hold of him jerked him round
and assured him that if hebe did not stop his
noise and let hethe people enjoy their sleep with-
out interruption I1 would cowhidecow hide him on the
spot for we hadbad the lords prophet right here
and we did notni want the devils prophet yelling
round the streets the nuisance was forth-
with abated

in october my cousins levileyl and willard
richards arrived in kirtland willard having
read the book of mormon came to inquire ffur-
ther

ur-
ther concerning the work of god I1 invited
himaim to make his home Aaft mymy house which behe
did and investigated thoroughly the principles
and doctrines set forth by the prophet and
elders of the church dec 31 be requested
baptism at my handsbands which ordinance I1 ad-
ministered to him in presence of elder heber
C kimball and others who had spent the
afterafternoonnoon in cutting the ice to prepare for the
ceremony

march 13 I1 started in company with
dr willard richards for the eastern states
on a special mission appointed usus by the pro-
phet joseph we traveled by stage coach
through ohio and pennsylvania to buffalo
new york riding day and i night over very
rough roads we became ververyy weary and tar-
ried a short time to rest ourselves then took
stage coach againb and traveled as far as can
andai gua where we stopped two nights and
one day while here I1 visited martin har-
ris

proceeding on our journey we rode day and
night till we arrived in albany visited troy
where we transacted considerable business I1
purchased from a gentleman there a fine tavern
establishment which was situated in auburn
directly across the street from the gate of the
penitentiary which property I still own

we traveled day and night until we arrived
at west stockbridge berkshire co mass at
the dr a old homestead which he hadbad left the
year before we stayed with father richards
and family a short timelime then proceeded to
new haven and from thence to new york
city where we stopped adaya day or two and took
steamboat for boston by way of providence
visiting the brethren in lynne and salem also
many of0 the friends and brethren in the coun-
try transacted much business and returned
to berkshire county my cousin phinehas
richards and bishis son george started with me
for kirtland leaving the dr with his friends

on my return near utica 1 liftleft the canal
and visited my friends in madison county
here I1 found my cousin hepzibah richards
who accompanied us by canal as far as buffaloJ
where I1 left my cousins phinehasPhine hasbaa and henzi
bah and a few other friends whom I1 had gath-
ered uptip by the way the ice beingt still on the
lake steamboats were laid up but J proceeded
by stage to kirtland and arrived the latter
pparlpartariart of may As soon as the lake was open
inmyy friends came on to kirtland tf

june 1 1837 there were a few missionar-
iesje 13 appointed for england heber C kimballKi
and orson hyde oatlieof the twelve bro kimball
was very anxious I1 should go but bro joseph
told him that he should at home with
him bro willard arrived a day or two be-
fore the mission started and was appointed to
accompany them I1 accompanied the missionmission
as far as fairport and saw them safe on board
a steamboat for buffalo

july 25 1I baptized my cousin albert P
rockwood to whom my brother joseph and I1
had first introduced the latteriatter day work in
july 1836 1I called on him in march lalastst in
company with bro willardinwillard on business trans-
actions he came to kirilakirtlandnd a few days ago
and having searched into thethie work and being
satisfied that joseph was a prophet he re-
quested baptism at my hands

I1 started from kirtland 0on a mission to the
eastcast accompanying

I1
thethem prophet joseph hisils

brother hythyrumu in david IV patten sidney
I1 rig-

don
J

and thomas D marsmarsh on their way to
canada when we arrived at painesvillegainesvillePainesville the
prophet was arrested by an officer for some
pretended debt joseph immediately entered
into trial before the court which found no
cause of action after his release he was
again arrested and brought before the court
when he was ahainagainZ

ainaln dismissed he was ar-
rested the tbthirdird time and on examination was

I1
iheriageldkell overovenoveorer fo trial bro anson call whoaho hadbad

11

latabelyelyJjoined steppedte0
o
p ped fforward and

proffered to become his bail
the sheriffshei ff2 whowio was personally acquainted

with bro call tooktoon him to one side and ad-
vised him strongly against being bail for the
prophet asserting the prophet would be sure
to abscond and be would lose hisbis farmfalin but
bro call willingly became hihis bail on beingbeings
rereleasedeased he was arrested a fourth time for a
debt of a few dollars which was paid forth-
with and the fifth time he was arrested which
cause was soon disposed of and he concluded
to return to kirtland for the night As be got
into his bugsbugy an officer also jumped in and
catching the lines wilhwithwilb one hand put his other
hand on josephs shoulder and said mr
smith you are my prisoner 22

joseph inquired what was the cause of ac-
tion the officer informed him that a gentle-
man a few months previous had left a stove
with him for the pric of which behe was sued
brother jocephjoseph replied 1 I never wished foto
purchase the stove but the gentleman insisted
on putting it up in my house saying it would
bring him custom il joseph left his watch
and other property in security and we returned
home to kirtland

next day we started again and traveled by
land as far as ashAsbashtabula shunning painespales
ville and other places where we suspected our
enemies were laying in wait to annoy joseph
we tarried in ashAsbashtabula through the day wan-
dering over the bluffs through the woods and
on the beach of the lake bathing ourselves in
her beautiful waters until evening when a
steamboat arrived from the west we went
on board and took palsagepassage for buffalo I1 gave
the prophet my malize for a pillow and I1 took
his boots for mine and we all laid doan on the
deck of the vessel forforliethe night

we arrived in buffalo early the next morn-
ing joseph and the brethren proceeded to
canada I1 took the cars for lockalockportorf with
bro A P rockwood and from thence we took
alineallnea linelinb boat for utica bro rockwoodrock wood stopped
at auburn to see some of our relatives and I1
took the cars for albany and from thence by
stage to west stockbridge arriving at uncle
joseph richards at half past 6 fri-
day morimorlmorningjing august 1 and found themthera all
well I1 transacted my business and returned
to albany bereherewhere I1 took steamboat for new
york and found cousin A P rockwood on
board we arrived in new york sunday 5

pinpm called at bro elijaheiljah Fordhams
and learned that eldereider P P pratt and bro
fordham had gone lo10 meeting7 we found el-
der pratt j reachingpreaching on board a schooner at the
foot of canal street I1 remained in the city a
short timetimey and held three meetings I1 or-
dained bro rockwood inelderan eldereider predictpredictingingonon
hisbis beadhead that his family should all be gathered
into the kingdom and that there should be a
branch of the church raised up liiiii hisbis native
town holliston blassmass where liehe then resided
andannd keptkent store and set him apart to preside
over said branch when it should be raised up
having0 closed up my business I1 started for
home

1

august 18 took steamer daniel web
ster 12 at buffalo for fairport when out about
three quarters of a mile from the end of the
pirtpier a lady fell from the sternsfern of the vessel
the engines were immediately stopped and the
yawl lowered into which the first mate mr
clarkdark and two handsbands ilumpedjumped and returned in
search of her when the mate saw her she
waswaa about ten feet under watervater be dropped
his oar and dived into the water like a fish
liehe was gone

I1
about one minminutetite and brought

her uptip his left hand clampit g the back of her
neckhech and holding her at arms length fromfrona
him the two hands took her from the mate
into the yawl and returned to the vesselvessel she
was soon able to speak and quite recovered ina
the course of the afternoon and evening her
namnameewaswas jane groves the passengers on
board in a few minutes made uptip a purse of 60
tto0 the mate for savinsaving her life I1 learned from
the lady herself the cause of herber falling into
the water she had left her family and friends
in the city of buffalo and had got onceon the

to take a falewelfarewe look aat the city and onor
comincoming11 down she slipped into the water here
I1 learned something I1 did not know before that
the motion of the water caused by the paddles
will keep a person from sinking I1 arrived in
kirtland august 19

gotheregoI There is a time when aenmenmen will notinot suf
fer bad things because their ancestors suffered
worse there is a time hoary head
pe inveterate abuse vwillwiilill neither draw reverence
noinor obtainwain Pprotection burke

heile tbthatat ichtat al andan d rurunsn a away
lives to fittanfight adotherother day v


