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I feel'it a privilege to ming]a my
voice with my brethren in testifying to
the truth of the work of the last days,
although if it were left to my own
ehoice, I suppose I should very seldom
gpeak tothe congregration of the people,
and I expect that if the Lord were to
eall upon me as He did upon Moses, I
sho
Him for a mouth-piece. Nevertheless,
if I ean say anything to comfort or en-
courage the Saints, or to strengthen
their faith, it is my duty to do so, for 1

conceive that none have the right to |

conceal in their own bosoms the light
and trath with which the Lord has
blessed them, but that it is the duty of
the Latter-day Saints, and of all people
on the earth, to make known the good
th? ]imuseaa that all may be benefitted
and blessed thereby.

. Jesus said, “Enter ye in at the strait
gate, for wide is the gate and broad is
the way that leadeth to destruction,and
many there be which go in thereat; be-
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christian world. Say they: ‘‘There are
a great many sectarian churches in the
world, and yo ormouns are only one

#

do as Moses did,—plead with |

cause strait is the gate and narrow is the

way which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.”’ He also said,
‘‘And this is life eternal, that the
might know thee, the only true Go ;
ang Jesus Christ whom thou hastsent.’
Eternal life is what weareall anxious
to obtain. All the children of men on
the face of the whole earth are anxious
to secure to themselves an eternal exis-
tence in the great hereafter. Even those
who have but a limited ideaof the prin-
eiples of the gospel, look and hope for
a ttitude or heaven hereafter, where
they may dwell eternally in peace and
happiness, free from the power of satan,
sin and death. All the people of chris-
tendom,and perhaps all the generations
of men, have at some time in their lives,
{flt the spirit of the living God convie-
D

them of sin, and they have felt a

desire to learn how they mightsecure to
themselves eternal lives in the presence

of God,

We réad that God created man up-
right, but that he has sought out many

inventions, This is especially truein

regard to religious matters. Instead of

walking aceording to the precepts and
commandments of God, as taught b
His servants holding the Holy Priest-
hood, they have done as the prophet
foretold—taught for the commandments
of God the precepts of men. More par-
ticularly is this the case in our day and
generation, when the ILord has again
revealed Himself and hasopened up the
dispensation of the fulnessof times.
We find a great many religious views,

Y | the way appointed of God, ourheavenly

notions and opinions upon the face of

the earth at the present time; butin the
absénce of truth thereislittle difference
among them, for they are all wrong.
But when the truth is revealed it is ne-
cessary that mankind should pause,
listen and investigate, that they may
learn whether that which is proclaimed
as truth be =o or not; and if it be, em-
brace itand walk continually aceording
to its precepts, that they may obtain
that exaltation in the presence of the
Father and Son which all so earnestly
desire.  What does it matter fo me how
eloquent the E‘eacher may be, how
beauntiful the theory, or how nice the
prineiples that are laid beforemeif the

are not true? Why should I attach an
importance to, or circumscribe my fait
and feelings by that which is not true,
because it is_beautiful or plausible, or
because my fathers for hundreds of
years “before me have considered it sa-

cred? “'When the word of God, thetruth | the gospe

from high Heaven, has come, why not
repudiate that whieh is false although
eontravening my early prejudices and
the traditions of my fathers before me?
I know of no reason why we should
cling to the traditions of the fathers,
more ially when we are told b

the oracles of God that we have inheri-
ted lies from them. “We find this to be
true when we investigate, even with
regard to the scriptures; for by the aid
of the principles now made manifest
through the revelations of the Lord Je-
sus, we can understand them as we nev-
er understood them before. Why? Be-
cause we have the light of trath and we

see from the stand point Janauema by
the prophets and Jesus and his apostles;
hence the scriptures open up to our.

minds a new and entirely different field
to that we possessed while under the

idanceof teachers whohave notcome |
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frem God, neither hold the power of the
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This is a great wonder to some. They

cannot understand the difference be-

tween the Latter-day | Saints and the ‘hiﬂ day and rejoiced in'it. They queri-

y | are here for this express purpose. The

!

| Ghost, they speak wit

r.' Are niot the Mor-
mons a sect? No. They are the chare
of the living God,—the.church of th
First born; they are they who have
eome out from the world, as Jesus and
his followers did in their generation.
This people have been touched withthe
light of truth; they have received the
testimony of Jesus and know for them-
selves the truth of the haoly gospel they
have embraced. Having been made
partlciﬁnnts in the knowledge of God,
through the pewer and gift of the Holy

ist?”’ But this is net so:
rinciples of truth are not sectaria

assurance of
these things, and not as they speak who
only believe and hope.

“But,"” say they who have not em-
braced the truth, ‘‘we do mot know
whether that which you gay is true or’
not.”” Buppose you do not, that does
not make the truth false, and I ean tell
you how you may find it out. Repent |
of your sins, go forth into the waters of
| baptism, eschew evil, learn to do well

seek after the Lord your God with full
purpose of heart, and you can obtain a
test mnn{‘aa we have done—you may
learn to know God and Jesus Christ,
whom to know is life eternal. This is
theeniy prineiple upon which you ean
obtain that kmowledge which wyou so
much desire. Many a lt}larsnn will say
“if I only knew, these things were so, 1
would be with you heart and hand.” I
have told you how you can find out,.
You cannot be healed of your leprosy of
sin unless you comply with the require-
ments of the gospel. When Naaman |
came to the prophet Elisha to learn
what he should to be healed of his
leprosy, he went away in a rage because |
he was simply told to wash himself in
the river Jordan. But his servants came |
near and said unto him, “my father, if
the prophet had bid thee do some great
thing, wouldst thou not have done it?
How muech rather then, when he saith
to thee wash and be clean?”’ Then the
Byrian went and did as he was eom-
manded, and he was made whole, 8o
it is with us all, we must comply with
the requirements of Heaven before we
can receiveits blessings. We need not |
expect to be clean from gin and
made meet receptacles for the indwel-
ling of the Holy Ghost, unless we yield
obedience to the gospel, because this is

Father, for bringing us to a knowledge
of the truth. Be honest, then, before
(God; and when you are pricked to the
heart and feel that what is called ‘‘Mor-.
monism’ may be true, follow up that
feaHnE until you come to understanding,
and then obey the gospel, and receive
the Holy Ghost which will give you a
full knowledgeof those things necessary
for your salvation and exaltation here-
after. Ifthe Lord had commanded you
to do some great thing,to go to the ends
of the earth, or some other different un-
dertaking, would you not have done it?
How much more willing should you be
to comply with these small things,
when they are for your own good? Is-
chew evil, repent of your sins, and
walk in the ways of truth and right-
eousness, for they’are the ways of peace
and wisdom, .

It is wisdom in us to pursue a course
in this, our earthly l;mbatinn, that will
secure to us eternal life in the world to
come, It is our privilege to do so; we
God who reigns in heaven is the
Father of our spirits, and the God and
Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ; and we may become heirs of
Him and joint heirs with Jesus Christ

ed with Him as to how he—not fifty
years old—could know apything about

Abr ~who been long:.
Jesus said!'Before Abraham was I am,’’
This seemed to puzzle the 8;

did ers he prin f

y
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existence, and that' Jesus, who W
then clgtied with flesh, - 3&
an existence in the spirit world, that he
was the first born of many sons and had
been born before Abraham in thespirit,
Jesus understood it and once in a while,
as in that case, he spoke upon the prin-
ciple. The Jews prided themselves on
gserving the God of their father Abra-
ham; but Jesus told them that the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was not
the God of the dead but ofithe living,
thus teaching them plainly the princi-
ples of the resurrection.

I will now say a few words with re-
gard to partaking of the sacrament.
This ordinance was instituted by our
Bavior; and his followers were com-
manded to partake of it in remembrance
of Him. But how many of us partake
of it regardless of Him, in commemora-
tion of whose death it is administered!
I have seen some of the Saints take the
cup very irreverently,—blessed and
consecrated as it is—and drink to
quench their thirst. X donot suppose
that such persons think un{l more about
our Lord and Bavior than they do when
drinking on ordinary occasions. To say
the least of such conduect, it 18 highly
improper and ‘itreverent, I have seen
brethren and sisters partake of the
gsacrament with their gloves on, and in l
a very careless attitude, stretching out
the left hand. You should always put
forth the right hand when taking either
the bread or the cup; and you should
take off your hats if you have them on,
and ps e of the consecrated emblems
with reverence, and remember that you
do it in commemoration of the death
sufferings and resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, who will yet
rule and reign on this earth, King of
kings and Lord oflords. Would I par-
take of the sacrament with mg hat or
gloves on? Noj; I would take them off,
and let my soul ascend in prayer and
thanksgiving to my heavenly Father
that I had been permitted to partake of
the ordinance of the House of God.

I am happy in believing that I am
associated with a people in the majority
of whose minds sueh feelings and de-
sires predominate, and to whom the
few hints I have dropped will be sufli-
cient in regard to the carelessness to
which I havereferred. Wehavethe prin-
ciples of eternal life in our midst, and
we practice them in ourlives, and when
the world witness the good actions of
this people, it should be a testimony
that they are of God. Isay it is a tes-
timony to the world of the truths of |
High Heaven revealed through this
people, and it will bring this generation
to judgment unless they listen to and
obey the prineciples we teach. Dol
know that? I do. The world ma
scout at it and say things that are cal-
culated to hurt our feelings, but that
‘will not alter the truth, 'We offer the
words of eternal life to the people, and
if they will receive them they are wel-
come; but if they will not, our testi-
mony will prove unto them a savor of
fi?'a unto death, instead of life unto

< .

That which is good ténds to exalt us
and to increase in us knowledge, power,
understanding and everything worth

nasesaing; while that which is evil
nds to destruction, and if its practice
be (Feraiated in it will lead to dissolution, |
and even the loss of our own identity.
This is the reward of the wicked, as the

|

|
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by complying with the requirements of
that He has revealed. How
plain and simple is the way of life if we |
will but open our ears to hear, our eyes
to see and our hearts to understand.
GGod has revealed it; he has opened up
the dispensation of -the fulness of times,
which will embrace within its purview
all other dispensations since the world
began., In this dispensation will be
revealed the keys of the resurrection, |
which will enable. men to go forth
clothed with power to raise and bring
forth the dead. The Lord has com-
menced this great work; we are engaged |
in it; and it will go forth until it covers
the whole earth, The foundtion of that
kingdom which shall endure forever
and ever is laid. The principles of the
kKingdom have gone forth and have
‘touched the hearts of many of the
children of men,—omne of a city and two
ofa fami:.y, and thﬁhaﬂ been brought
together from th tions of the earth
to the valleys of the mountains, as was
foretold by the prophets thousands of
years ago. ‘ _ gl -

Jesus told the Jews that Abraham saw

-
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| thority of the hol

E:l;ﬂphet has said, ‘‘the wicked will come
a full stop;”” but the blessing of the
righteous is the same as that pronounced
upon Abraham: to their increase there
will be no end. Thisis the blessing
conferred upon the Saints in their ordi-
nations and endowments under the an-
yMgriesthood of the |
Son of God,—the lchisede¢ Priest- |
hood, which is without beginning of
years or end of days; without father,
without mother, without descent, eter-
nal, in the Heavens. ‘That authorit
and priesthood have been again restored
to the earth and men are ancemore em-
powered to administer in the ordinances
of the holy gospel. There is no au-
thority of the kind upon the face of the
earth except through that channel.
None of the sects and denominations of
the world possess that authority. It
has not existed upon the earth for man;
hundreds of years, Dol know thatthis
is true? T do, and you may obtain the
knowledge on the same principle that I
obtained it, by working righteousness
and obeying theordinaneces of the gospel
a8 appointed by Jehovah. Has not the
wilioh: we usey | Approsdl’ Hit et
wiich we may approach Him? an
when He has done it, shall we scout at

the idea and say some other way willd
as well? Verily, no other way will an-

:

| were disobedien

-and changed the ord

1ha

therefore, take
a path for the

er as well.- t _

dhﬁw&a_p ur?i

rd to w in, or subvert the way s of
Lord

uth which the 1 has | avea.fig:l for
e guidanece niiha ildren of men.

e have no right to do it. It isfor us

who have received this knowledge to
walk therein

with fearfulness and
trembling, and yet with joyful hearts,
seeking to the Lord to guide and direct
our steps, that we may always have His
spirit to be with us to enable us to en-
dure to the end, that we may make
sure. of our salvation in the world to
come, and inherit thrones, dominions
and exaltations in the presenceof the
Father and the Son. '

How few there are of all who have
been on the face of the earth that will
find eternal lives? for strait is the gate
and narrow the way that leads thereto.
It is the privilege of the children of
men to attain to thisif they will be obe-
dient to the requirements of the gospel.
But in this they can exercise their voli-
tion. They have been clothed upon
with a tabernacle taken from the dustof
the earth, and have become subject to-
the power of sin and death. They have
come to pass through an earthly proba-
tion, in order to be temptedand to prove
whether they would be carried away by
the wiles of satan, and enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a season; or whether,
faithful to their trust, their integrity
and their God, they would endure the
trials of this life and come forth in the
resurrection clothed upon with immor-
tality and eternal lives.

The world say we are exclusive be-
cause we do not hold communion or
fellowship with the Sectarians. How
can we do so when they scorn us and
gsay we are a poor, ignorant, deluded set
of people, without knowledgeor intelli-
gence? How can we, when we know
that they and their leaders are blind,

| and that they will all fall into the ditch

unless they repent of their evil deeds?
Wesend forth our elders to the nations of
the earth to proclaim the principles o

the gospel to the people, and to plead
with them to turn from their evil ways
that they may be redeemed from thesin
and iniquity, which, like a flood, are
overwhelming the nations. Yet, they
call us uncharitable because we will not
fellowship them. Far from being un-
charitable, we exercise more charity
than all the Christian world put togeth-
er; for whilst they consign to perdition
all who have not obeyed the gospel as
they preach it, we believe that the great
m&g’nrity of all people who have ever
lived on the face of the earth will be
saved, and will enjoy a far greater glory
than they ever anticipated, In this we
are sustained by the testimony of the
Scriptures, for the Apostle tells us that
Jesus went to preach to the spirits in
prison who were disobedient in the days
of Noah, that they might live according
to God in the spirit and be judged ac-
cording to men in the flesh. If they who
died disobedient to the gospel, having
heard and rejected its principles, could
be administered to by the Bavior of the
world, how much more reasonable is it
to suppose that they who have lived ac-
cording to the light they possessed, but
yet died without a knowledge of the gos-
pel, can enjoy the same privilege? How
much more consistent it is to suppose
this; and the dispensation of the fullness
of times has opened up these great prin-
ciples to the understandings of the Lat-
ter-day Saints.  De not say, then, that
we are uncharitable. We believe not on-
ly that they who have died without the
guspel may be saved; but we believe

hat they who rejgeted the gospel, who
n the days of Noah
m%g be saved also.

e have become the happy recipients
of this knowledge, the knowledge that
leads to life and exaltation in the pre-
sence of our Father, through yielding
obedience to the gospel He has revealed
in our day. Herein we differ with the
gectarian world. We differ also in our
Church organization. 1In the sectarian
churches they place bishops at the head.
I do not know that it matters when they

¥ | are altogether wrong; but I mention thiz

to show that it is not the order of God.
In His Church there is firstly, Apostles,
and afterwards helps of various kinds,
the Bishops being those who administer
in temporal things,and belonging tothe
lesser Priesthood. The sectarians, how-
ever, do not understand the two orders

of priesthood — the Melehisidee and

Aaronie. They substitute one thing for
another, su¢h, for instance, as sprink-
ling and pouring for baptism. They
have perverted the Fﬁnﬂl# of truth,

nances of the gos-

and if the Lord do¢s not hold them

erision now, He gﬂlulgand by, for
He is not the anthor of such confusion.
He has estahished His kin and has

set His house in order, has conferred



