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31 a privilege to mingleb my
voice with my brethren in testifying to
the truth of the work of the last davdaydays
although if it were left to my own
choice I1 suppose I1 should very seldom
speak to the congregration of the people
andandiandl expect that if the lord were to
call upona 9bujnome as he did upon moses I1

do as moes did plead with
him for a mouthpiecemouth piece nevertheless
if I1 can say anything to comfort or en-
courage the saints or to strengthen
their faithfalth it is my duty totb do so for I1
conceive that nonenono have the right tota
coconcealriceal in their own bosoms the light
and truth with which thehe lord hahag

blegstadblessed them but that atiqit ia the duty of
day saints and ofdfi all people

on the earth to make known the good
they possess that all may be benefitted
and blessed thereby

jesus said enter ye in at the strait
gate for wide is the gate and broad ia19

thethle way that to destructionand
many there be which go in thereat be-
cause strait is the gate and narrow is the
way which unto life and few
there be that find it hohe also saidbald
and this is life eternal thatoat thethey

might know thee the only true god
andand jesusjesus christ whom thou hast sent

eternal life is what we areareaallailI1 anxiousat
to obtain all the children of men on
the face of the whole earth are anxious
to secure to themselves an eternal exis-
tence in the great hereafter even those
who have but a limited the prin-
ciplesel lesies of the gospel look and hope for
a teoeattitude or heaven hereafter where
they may dwell eternally in peace and
happiness free from the power of satan
sin and death all the people of chris
tendomand perhaps all the generations
of men have at some time in their lives
felt ththe spiritespirit of the living god convic-
ting them of sin and they have feltfeit a
desire to learn how they might secure to
themselvestheniselves eternal lives in thothe presence
of god

we read thatthai god created man up-
right but that he has sought out many
inventions this is especially true in
regardaratoto religious matters instead of
wawalkingregiLing according to the precepts and
commandments of god as taught by
hisHIA servants holding the holy priest-
hood they have done as the prophet
foretold taught for the commandments
of god the precepts of men moreafore par-
ticularlyticul arlyariy is this the case in our day and
generation when the lord has again
revealedrevea ltdled himself and has opened up the
dispensation of the falness of times
we and a great many religious views
notions and opinions upon the face of
the earearthearthalthatat the present time but in the
absence of truth there is little difference
among them for they are all wrong
but when the truth is revealed it is ne-
cessary that mankind should pause
listen and investigate that they rnainamay
learn whether that which is proclaimsproclaimed
as truth be eo or not and if it be em-
brace iland walk continually according
to its precepts that they may obtain
that exaltation in the presence of the
natherfather and son which all so earnestly
desire what doesdoeg it matter totomeme how
eloquent the preacherpieacher may be how
beautiful the theory or howbow nicenicnicetteethethe
principles that arearb laid before me if they
artemotare not true why should I1 attach any
impoimportancertance to or circumscribe my falthfaith
and feelings bby that which is not true
because it is beautiful or plausible or
because myany fathers for hundreds of
years before me have considered it sa-
cred when the word bogodofgod the truth
from high Beaven has comecume why not
repudiate that which is falsefaise althoaithoalthoughugh
contravening my early prejudices andd
the araditraditions of my fathers before me
I1 know of no reason why we should
clin to the traditiontraditions of the fathers
more especially when weTTO are told by
the oracles of god that we have inheri-
ted lies from them we nindfind thisthib to be
true when we investigate even with
regard to the scriptures for by the aid
of the principles now made manifest
through the odtheof the lord je-
sus we can understand them as we nev-
er understood them before why be-
cause we6 have the light of truth and wowe
see from thetho stand point possessed by
the prophetsprop liets and jesus and his apostles
hence the scriptures open up to our
lindsa newnow and entirelywi different field
to that we possessed while under the
guisandeguidancemftat teachers who have eoma
fremmemrem god neither hold of the
holy ar i F

this is a greatgrea t wondervender to some they
cannot understand he didifference be-
tween thetho lattereatter day andand the

christian world say they thereasethereThereareare
a great many sectarian churches in the
world and you mormonscormons on lyoneiyone
aaaddedd to the busillalif butathi Is noinot soboisoa1

theltheet4 principle ofiruthth are abin sectarian
inlih their ccharacter araaro fiotflotnot the mor
mons a sect no they are the cherchi
of the living god the church bfbof the
first born they are they who have
come out from the world as jesus and
his followers did in their generation
this people have been touched with the
light of trtruthuth they have received the
testimony of esusjesus and know for them-
selves the truth of the hulyholy gospel they
have embraced having been madea e
participants inlif the kiihiiknowledge of gogodd
through thepowerlower and gift of ththee holyoly
ghost they speak with assuranceassuran ce ofof
these things and not as they speak who
only believebelleve and hope

itbut say they who have not em-
braced the truth we do not knokuoknoww
whether that which you say is true or
not supsupposeose you do not that does
not make thethore truth false and I1 can tell
you houyouhow youtou may find it out repent
of your sins go forth into the waters of
baptism eschew eyllevil learn to do well
seek after the lord your god with full
purpose of heart and you can obtain a
testimony as we have done you may
learn to know god and jesus christ
whom to know is life eternal this is
the only principle upon which you can
obtain that knowledge which you so
much desire many a person will gnycay

if I1 only things ceresowere so I1
would be with you heart and handband I1
have told you how you can find outyou cannot be healed of your leprosy of
sin unless you comply with thetho require-
ments of the gospel when naaman
came to the prophet ellshaelisha to learn
what he should do to be healed of his
leprosy he went away in a rage because
he was simply told to wash himself in
the river jordan but his servants came
near and said unto him ammymy father if
the prophet had bid thee do some greatgreat
thing thou not have dodonene it
how mucmuemuch ratherhrather then when he saith
to thee wash and be clean 11 then the
syrian went and did as he was com-
manded addlieand he was made whole so
it is us allnil wo must comply with
the requirementsrequire menta of heaven before we
can receive its blessings we need not
expect to be cleansed from sin and
made meet receptacles for the indzel
ling of the holy ghost unless wowe yield
obedience to the gospel because this is
the way appointed of godgoda our heavenly
father for bringing usuis to a knowknowledgeledgeleage
of the truth be honest then before
god and when you are pricked to the
heart and feel that what is called 9 mor
monism may be true follow up that
feelenfeeling uuntiln til you come to understanding
and tietheni obeylobey the gospel and receive
the holy ghost which will give you a
full knowledgeof those things necessary
for your salvation and exaltation here-
after if the lord had commanded you
to do some great thing to go to the ends
of the earth or some other dlfdiflerentdifferent un-
dertakingder taking would you not have done it
how much more willing should you be
to comply with these small things
when they are forfbi your own good es-
chew evil repent of your sins and
wall- in thetild wayswa of truth and right-
eousness for theytheypareyareare the ways of peaceleacoand wisdom

it is wisdom in us to pursue a course
in this our earthly probation that will
secure to us eternal life in the world to
come it is our privilege to do so Vwe
are herelibre foifor thisthibthi s express purpose arhthegod who reigns in heaven is the
father of our spirits and the god and
father of our lordord and saviorsav ior jesus
christ and we may become heirs of
him and joint heirs with jesus christ
by complying with the requirements of
the gospel that he has revealed how
Pplain1a in and simple is the way of life if we
wwillilibuthutbut open our ears to hear our eyes
td heegee and our hearts to understand
god has revealed it he has opened up
the dispensation of the falness of times
which will embrace within its purview
all other dispensations since the world
began in thisoils dispensation will be
revealed the keys of the resurrection
which will enable men to go forth
clothed with powenpower to raise andaud bring
forth the dead thethe lord hashits com-
menced this grea we are engaged
in it anadatad it will go forthforth until it covers
the whole earth the foundfoundationtion of that
kingdom which shall endure forever
and ever laIs laid the principles of the
kinkingdomiVoin have gone forth and have
toucheded the hearts of many of the
children of menimen one of a city and two
afaof a family and they have been brought
together from thetho nations of the earth
to the valleys of the mountains as was
foretold by the prophets thousands of
years ago

jesus told the jewjews thatthit abraham bawsaw
hisbis day and rejorelorejoicedleidicid anit ththeyy quernqueri

edwithid with him astoaa to howbow he not fifty
yearsjears old could know anything about
abraham whwho 1badhhad1 ad I1been dead so longlongs
jesus saidi Beforefare abraham wewas I1 aniam I1

this seemed to 3 theves tthey
did not uederst od the prprinciple of prepro
existence and that jesus who was
then clothed with flesh hadbad possessed
an existence in the spirit world that he
was the first born of many sons and had
been born before abraham in the spirit
jesus understood itrandhandand once in awhile
aaas in that case he spokespoken uponpon ntthe prin-
ciple the jews prided themselves on
sersenservingbervingving the god of their fatherfathel abra-
hambam I1 but jesus told them that the god
of abraham isaac and jacob was not
the god of thethe dead but 0othethe living
thus teachteachingin themahem plainly the princi-
ples of the resurrection

I1 will nnow1ow say a awfew words with re-
gard to partaking of the sacramentsacraments
this ordordinancecnance was instituted by our
savior and his followers were com-
mandedbankd to partake of it in remembrance
of him but1361 how many of us partake
of it regardless of him in commemora-
tion

i
of whose death it is administered 1

I1 have seen some of the saints take the
cup very irreverently blessed and
consecrated as it is and drink to
quench their thirst I1 do not faupsupposeoseaboutthat such persons think any more about
our lord and savior than they dodowhenwhen
drinking on ordinary occasions to say
the least of such condit it Is highly
improper and ip everent I1 have becsecseenbeenn
brethren and sisters partake of the
sacrament with their gloves oniori and in
a veryavery careless attlattiattitudetude stretching out
the left hand you should alwaysalway put
forth the right hand when taking either
the bread or the cup and yousou should
take offyour hats if you havehava thethemm on
and partakerevele of the consecratedltereted eemblems
wlwith reverencerencerenco and remember that you
do it in commemoration of the death
bummsufferings and resurrection of our lordlora
and savior jesus ghristchrist who will yetttrule and reign on this earth kingringllin of
kings and lord of lords would I1 par-
take of the sacrament with my hatbat or
gloves on no I1 would take them off
and let my soul ascend in prayer and
thanksgiving to my heavenly father
that I1 permitted to partake of
the ordinance of the house of god

I1 am happy in believing that I1 am
associated with a people in the majority
of whose minds such feelings and de-
sires predominate and to whom the
few hints I1 have dropped will be suffi-
cient in regard to the carelessness to
which I1 have referred webehavehave the prin-
ciples of eternal lifeilfe in our midst and
we practice them in ouroutlivesilvenlives and when
the world witness the good actions of
this people it should be a testimony
that they are of god I1 say it is a tes-
timony to the world of the truths of
high heaven revealed through this
people and it will bring this generation
to judgment unless they listen to and
obey the principleslefflefi we teach doloi 1I
know that iaolaoi-doTO the world may
scout at it and say things that are cal-
culated to hurt our feelings but that
will not alter the truth we ommeroffer the
words of eternal life to the people and
if they will receive them they are wel-
come but if they will not
monmony will prove unto them a savorpsavor ofdeagdeaydeath unto death instead of life unto
life

that which is good tends to exaltexult us
and to increase in us knowledge power
understanding and everything worth
possessing while that which is evil
tends to destruction 1 and if its practice
bbee persistedpersistedisted in it wilwill leadblead to dissolution
anandaud even the loss of our own identity
this is the reward of the wicked as the
prophet has said the wicked will come
to a fullfuli stopsto p but the blessing of the
righteous is thethe same as that pronounced
upon abraham to their increase there
will be ut end this is the blessingn
conferred upon the saintssaints iinn ttheireineln orordi-
nations

d
and endowments under theauthe au-

thority of the holy priesthood odtheson of god the priest-
hood which is without beginning of
years or end of daysday without father
aithowithoutU t mother without descent eter-
nal in the heavens rabathat authority
and priesthood have been again restored
to tbthee earth anandd menm en are anoncece mmoreore em-
powered to administer in the ordinances
of the holy gospel there is no au-
thority of the kindhind upon the face of thether
earth except through that channelnone of the sects indand denominations 0
the world possess that authority ittihas not existed upon the earth for many
hundreds of years doldoi know that thisibis
is true I1 do and you may obtain thehe
knowledge on the samebame principle that I1obtainedobtaineadLad it by working righteousnessess9
and obeyingobey ing the ordinances of the gospe
as appointed by jehovah has nothot ibelord a right to prescribe the method by
which wewa lubymay approach him and
when he has oonflonee it sHalIwe scout atht

theiche idea and say some other way will do
as well verily no other way will an-
swer as wellweli letabet us therefore inaketake
seed how we presprescribecribe a pathlatha for the
cordvord to walk antor aw
truth which the Lordhabthaiahas reverevealedaUe rforor
the guguidanceidanne odthe childrendiendlen 0 en
we have no right to do it it Isasforfor us
who have received this knowledge to
walk therein with fearfulnesstearfulness and
tremtremblingbUng adgetand yebyet with joyful hearts
seeking to the lordord to guide and direct
our stepslepssl that we may always have his
spirit to be with us to enable us to en-
dure to the end that we may anilccasecp
sure of our salvation in the world to
come and inherit thrones dominions
and exaltations in the presence of the
father and the son

how few there are of all who have
been on the face of the earth that will
tind eternal lives for strait is the gate
and narrow the way that leads thereto
itisit is the privilege of the children of
men to attain to this if they will beabe
adient to the requirements of the gospel
but in this they can exercise their voli-
tion they have been clothed uponii
with a tabernacle taken from the duston
the earth and have become subject

power of sin and death they have
come to pass through an earthly proba-
tion in order to be tempted and to prove
whether they would be carried away by
the wiles of satan and enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a season or whether
faithful to their trust their integrity
and their god they would endure the
trials of this life and come forth in the
resurrection clothed upon with immor-
tality and eternal lives

the world say we are exclusive be-
cause we do not hold communion or
fellowship with the sectariansSectarians how
can we do so when they scorn us and
say we are a poor ignorant deluded set
of people without knowledge or intelli-
gence how can we when we knowow
that they and their leaders are blibilblindnd
and that they will all fall into the ditch
unless they repent of their evil deeds
we send forth our elders to the nations of
the earth to proclaim the principles 0
the gospel to tho people and to plead
with them to turn from heirtheir evil ways
that they may be redeeredeemed from the sin
and iniquity like a flood are
overwhelming the nations yet they
call us uncharitable because we will not
fellowship them parfar from being un-
charitable we exercise more charity
than all the christian world put togeth-
er for whilst they consign to perditionfion
niinilallnil whowiio have not obeyed the gospel as
they preach it we believe that the great
majority of all people who have evereven
lived on the face of the earth willbewillwiil laetae
savedraved and will enjoy a far greater glory
than they ever anticipated in this we
are sustained by the testimony of the
scriptures for the apostle tells us that
jesus went to preach to thetile spirits in
I1prisonrisonlson who were disobedient in the days
1ofafpf noah that they might live according
to god in thothe spirit and be judged ac-
cording to men in the flesh if they who
died disobedient to the gospel having
heard and rejected its principles could
be administered to by thetho savior of the
world how much more reasonable is it
to suppose that they who have lived ac-
cording to the light they possessed but
yet died without a knowledge of the gos
pel can enjoy the same privilege how
much more consistent it is to suesupsupposehosepose
this and the dispensation of the fullness
of times has opened up these greatreat prin-
ciples to the understandings of the lat
terten day saints do not sayakay athenithen that
we are uncharitable we believe not on-
ly that they who have died without the
gospel may be saved but we believefothatbat they who bejerentedapted thetho gospel who
were disobedientoinin the days of noah21 oah
may be saved also

we have become thetho happy recipients
of this knowknowledgeledgeleage the knowlknowledgeedgoedro that
leads to life and exaltation in14 the pre
sencepence of our father through yielding
obedience to the gospel he has revealeda
in our day herein we differ with the
pecrecsectariantarlan world we differ also in our
church organization in the sectarian
churches they place bishops atnt the headbead
I1 do not know ahat it matters whenwhon they
areaneameare altogether wrong but I1 mention this
toba show that it is not the order orzore god
in his church there is firstly apostles
andmad afterwards helps of barlouvarious kinds
thothe bishops being those who administer
in temporal things and belonging toth the
glotserleser priesthood the
ever do not understand the two orders
ofbf priestpriesthoodhoodbood thothe
Aaaaronrouleic they substitute oneona thing fioflor
another suehsuch for instance as sprink-
ling

1uk
and pouring for baptism they

have perverted the principles of truthtrute
anadatad ordinances bf the gos-
pel and if thothe llord does nobnot hoidhold them
in derisionderisionisionislon now he will bby and jyjay for
he is not f suchsueh confusion
he has hishia kingdom and liashas
set his house in order and hashaa conferredcited


