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believing them; it was beeayse the Holy Spirilt
rested upon we, and opened my understanding to
the same through the prayer of faith and diligent |
searchis; It was becanse that the

[REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]

©'We wish theentire attenfion of the congrezar'prophet, and the fulluessof the gospel r estared by
~ Nom; the assembly being so vast, it will almest| hun, had come, in fulfillment of certain promises
~ be mpossible for the speaker to be heard nuless mmtihy the ancient provhets and aposiless that
- there, is great order and sirict attention. We!i;t.f 2 reason why Ireally embraced the fu?lﬂﬂﬁﬁ:
. wish mo, disturbapce on the out-skirts of me'!qﬁhg.gnapei which the world calls Mormonism.
" mssembly, as we wish all to hear. ~if oAt us review the flings we have read,and |
~ llwillresd for she edification of the .assembly 'make a few remarks upon them,

apartion of ihe 21t chap. of. Luke, conteined.in| Some of . the dizciples, feeling proud of

heir
- what is called King Jumes® translation of the New | &reat temple, or pational, house ot God, and feel,
- Testawent, frowm the 5th to the 36ih verse. Ing fo rejoice in its workuwanship, beanty, grap- |

M Fll remind those, who hear me this day of | deur, and rrobably flattering themselves it wonld |

~ onelfact which ean be clearly demonstrated to-the endure forever a5 the greaf centre of the Jewish |
~ mind of every careful reader of the seriptures, worship for all nations, they called the attention
~ and which fac! is a guartantee, 83 it were, fo the | of Jesus to it, saying, *Master, see what manner

o rational mind, for the manner.of the tulfilment of | of stones and buildings are here,”? “Why.” said

- that which is future; it is this, that the ;l:)rﬂphgciesl Jesus, ““the days will come when there will not |
~ comtained in the Holy Bible, spoken by Moses, be left one of these stones on the top of aro- |

~and the prephels. Jesus and the upostles. have ther. G4 i) .

. been fulfilled NLtivally and paturally, so far as, Does that' need spiritualizing?  Does it need |
they have been fulfilled at all. Notin the sense, ! some léarned man from a college to fel] you what

- however, that modern blindness and priestcraft | that means, and give von the spiritual zense of ir? |

~ have 'ried fo thiow over them, but in a plain amd | It had but one ser<e, and that a"child could nn- ,Ii

eommon sese, 2s plain as if a man were to rise__i derstand. s o _ _

- here and tell that the wall around this Temple| * **The days will'come that thére will niot be one
Black would be overthrown and not one stone of those beantifnl sfone<léft npon arother, that
~ left upon another, and then tell the cireumstances | shall not bhe throwr, dowo. " ' 1He " Fndian |

that would transpire before it, and in ‘connection | pliraseology they ingifitédl how many moons first, |
fith ity anu after it, and thep it afterwards be or in other words, “Master, when shall these
fulfilled and recorded n historys o plain, so clear, | things be, ard what sien ‘will' there 'bé whén
80 full, and so exact have the predictions of the ! these things trantpire®* * Jesus Besing to tell
prophets of God, and the apostles of God, and of | them some of the things that would immediately
the Son of God heen fulfilled, except such por- | harpwir in their day. ' 0 700 — |
tions as rewmain to be fulfilled. The first thing lie éalls their aftention to, ‘um?Ff{!
Keep that one fact in view, and then seurch | the things that had Beer transpiring, was, that a
the prophecies, and trace them ouf; search his- | great many deceivers shoifld 'come and profess fo
tory. for their fulfilment, and give dihgent heed to | he Christ] saving, “[ am Chwist, but do fiot go
the things that are woitten, for these are the com- : after them, take care and not be deceived by
mandiments not only of the ancient apostles and | them,» |
rophets, but of the aposiles and propliets of the| - The reason of this wag that the Jews were
ast days. | looking for a Messiah, und for a delivérance from
Jesus himself, While he traveled npon the earth | the Roman yoke, and for their nationa) independ- |
in his mortal tabernacle, read the seriptures to | ence 1o be restored to them; and for their city
the people, *‘he opened the book and tamght;” | and temple and ‘nation, to be the seat of govern-
his manner was 16 do it in the synagogue every  ment for all nations, a universal theocracy.
Sabbath day—he' exhorted thew to search info! * They were looking for. this, and they had re.

and "‘,lﬂ:T}'FFl_"fe of Stephen and of Panl, and see |
if they had ne
. | Holy . Spirit | founded their envmies when they were afterwards
o| gave me clearly to undgrstand that this modern summoned before the diffarent anthorities, and
kings, and magistrates, in fulilignent of this pro-

| you shall th y canse fo he pnt to death.?”  This'

| ::-Th Smith fo'the moh

the things that ‘were written.

And after he had risen from the dead, and re-
ceived all power in heaven anil on earth, he refe -
red Lis disciples to that which was written,

- On a cerfain ‘oceasion he said, O fools and
slow of heart to believe that which' the vrophets
have written. ol B g

When he appeared fo the Nephites, in' his
risen body, as you will find it written in the
Book of Mormon, he took pains to refer themr to
the wntlen prophecies of fzaiah and many ofhers.
and quoted many of them, and exorted the people
to search the things contained in ‘the prophecies
of Isaiah diligently, bearing testimony of their
literal falfillments and eaid he, “A commandment
I'give unto you that ye -ssarch these things dili-
gentiy,” for they huve been fulfifled, and will be
fulfilled aceording to that which 1s written, not
in some other way. | el

Not only are we included in these general ex-
hortations  and commandments of the ancients,
and of Jesns Christ himself, but the same com-
wandments have been renewed to us by onr great
prophet and founder, Joseph Smith, and by eur
pronhets and apostles that still: live. [RATS

How often haveithey told us to treasure up the
words of God. those things that are wntten for
onr profit and learning, and to search diligently
and treasure up it our hearts eontinually words
of wisdoii, from the best boble, '

Says the word of God throngh Joseph Swmith to
this people, Search the scriptures, rreasure them
up in your hearts, put-them in a good store house,
the store house of vour memoryy then the Holy
Spirit will be at libeity when youw are ealled up
to teach others to seleet from that well stored
treasure things new amd old. | |

It is not to stuily up what you shall say parti-
cularly, but 1o treasure up truth in yonur hearis,
to have them well filled with it, kept well stored.
and then give free literty to the Spirit of God to
eperate upon you. to eollect out of that treasnre
that, perfien which will' be best suited to the
wants and eendition of men who do not treasure
up the words of life. ,- S

If the Holy Spirit. should come upon a man of
that description 1o select ont of that siore house,
he would find it empty, and be would have the
tronble of putting it there, or it would not be
therey henee he wounld be barren and unfmitfal.

Search the seriptures, ye saints of the, Most
JHhghs among all your cares and all your duties,
search the scriptures of the Old and New Tecta-
meits, of the Book of Morman, and the revela-
tions of God that have been writ{en for our profit
axlleamming. ..

And to the young people among us, a genera-
tion brought up.amid the hurry, toil and cares of
a new country, [ say do not neglect to freaswe
u ) in your bearts the history, and the prephecies
and their fu'filment, and the promises, and hopes
shadowed, forth thersin, and the doctrines, and
privciplesy and examples left on record.

You mav say you have not time; take those

jected the true Messiah,and ‘were about te kill
him, and were looKing for another to fulfil'what
‘all men were in the expectation ofy for the old
- prophets had told themn that such a day wonll

I ¢ome in relation to that nation, ard their eity

Jerusalem, and the temple; that the throne of
Ged would be therey that the tabernacle of God
wonld be there; that there would ba one King

and lone Lord, and 'his mame one; that all ‘the |
nations of the earth would come up to worship,

- —the nations they were acquainted within that
| eountry. TR ¢ e et o
| They had reason to look for that day, becanse
the old prophets thad foretold it, and Jehn the
Buptist came along as a special prophet, and
' uearly all that people had reeeived him as a pro-
 phety professedly, though. in reality, some of them
received him, and he told them some of  those
things were about fo be fulfilled. ATy
He had told them about their King, about the
Lamb of God, about the Messiah, aud that they
must repent and be baptized for the remission of
their sins, and make his paths strait. |
- With this double assurance, first the testimony
of their old prophets, and secondly the renewed
te-timony of a new piopbet to immediately pre-
pare for the fullillment of some of the old pro-
phecies: with this double assurance they were
looking for somebody to do sornething, and that

pretty largely 100: aund as they hadrejected. the

true, king—tbe triue Messiah, of course. they
wonld be Jooking for somebody. that ambitious
spirits wonld eunter, and they wonld. rise np and
tell the people, 1 am he you look for; set me up,
and I will deliver you from the Roman yoke, I
| will break yonr fetters, and bring abount the res-
loration of your national independence.”? = |
Dor’t you be deceived, says Jesus, for many
of these who would not hearken to me will come,
saving, *“I amn Christ,” but do not go after them.
LThese very thungs happened in those days, for
which yon may read history. | M b
When you hear of wars and eommotion, be not
terriied, for these things must first eome 1o pass,
bnt the end is not yet; nation shall rise agaiusi
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, whieh had
been a common thing, and was then; great earth-
quakes, and femine, and pestilence, and great
sights from heaven, | e
Go and read Josephus, and read about these
things being fulfilled in that same age, |
But before all thése things shall take place,
they shall lay their hands wpon you, Lt
Some people have been in 1he%abit of trying 1o
| apply every scerimture fo every body in every age;
(they had need to give heed 1o the exhortation of
Pacl to Tirsothy, “Show thyself a weorkman that
need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth, giving to ‘every one their portion.” not
| everything that is writien for every body in every
el S 1 LK s
~Jesus was talking to Pater, Jamés, and John,

v and to the rest of his immediate followers. “They

| willlay their hands on you, Peter, on wou, James,
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Read the New Testament—the history of Peter r

a_month and wisdom that con-

mise., e s RO W i |
ik et o S
brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends;

and |
~and some of |
was fulfitled in the cirenmstances of James, the
brother of the Lord, whom they killed with the
sword, according tothe New Testament, Tt was |
fulfilled in the case of Peter, in the case of the
stoning of Stephen to deatl; it was Falfilled lit- |
eraly i1 many instances in that age.” "
“And ye'shall be hated 'of all ‘men for my
name’s sake.””  Nations were not sineing the
name of Jesus then as they ‘are now by tradition, |
but the bare mention of his name gave a shock to |
the wicked, to kings apd rulers! | :
Go to Mlinois and Miseonrs, and mention Jo-
that tried 'to’ butcher and
kill him, and drive ‘the caints; go' where thev |
reside, and say, Joseph Smith the propher, and it
would not eanse'a greater shock, greater rags and |
hate. more bitter feelings than it wonld in those

 days to mention fhe name of that erneified Naz-'| upd p

arene; “ya shall "be hated of all men for my’
name’s sake,” that is, because yan ‘will be run- |
ning from place to plice. ‘making vee of my|
name,—makmg mention of Wwhat! nearly everv.
body ‘considers the name of an impostor anda’
deceiver, - | | eBTEY e o TAyagy
“That deceiver said he wonld rise again from
the dead on the third day.” said some of those
plous Jews' after they had killed himg applving
the same terms they now apply to the modern'|
martyrs: ' 1 Vol Wl
~"To go about and preach his name then was not :
that pleasant thing. it is now in Christendom; I
aseure vou, it was a cross, and nothing but the
Spirit of tritth inspived in the heart of man wonld'
give him boldness enongh to do it.  “But there
shall not a hair of your head perish; in your pa-
tience possess ve yoursouls.” . by i S
Now, then, comes the thing the apostles asked
about, after: he had told them the preliminary
léading fo it; filling ‘up tie interstices of time, he
gets at jength to the destruction of that temple,—
to the throwing down of. those beautiful stones, |
“When ye see Jernsalem ecompassed with armies, |
then know the desolation thereof is nigh ?  Does |
that need any spiritnalising? = il ’
- Go and read Josephus, read the history of the
Roman army under Titus, the Roman general.
who came np and Jaid sieze against that city and
surrounderd 3t with the Roman legionss and then
read the history of the war. . It took place at the
time when almost the whole nation had penred
inio, that devoted city, just as. you have poured
into Salt Lake City, only we are a mere handful
compared with that great nation; they had cowe
in to one of the great conferences that happened
about once a year; it ‘'was, during the time that
tens of thausands and hupdreds of thousands that
come into. Jerusalem from all the surrounding
couniry that they were lajd siege to by the Ro-
man army., . wbif 4 e 1 |
The eity, was. blockaded—none conld escape.
Besides this there were several faetions. within
the city; Jews ware at war with Jews under dif-
ferent leaders.,  This made : ‘Eﬁsulaaung war with-
in, while the enemy was encamped withont; and
besiles all this, famine overtook them, and pestil-
ence cansed by wanl, and by being crowded and
shut up in the city, and by the dead  bodies with
no place to bury them,  ~ = .
Hence with sword, famine, pestilence, &e.,
Jerusalem bezan to he desolated, *“Now when
you see this, nnderstand that the desolation there-

1

of 13 nigh. Then let them which are in Judea
flee to the mountains; and let them which are in
the midst of it depart out, and let not them that
a‘ein the couniries enter therein.” _

Some of our sectarian friends tell us that Jesus
Christ did not preach a gathering; hie only preach-
ed the gospel, and then let the people live rizht
where thev had a mind fo. Bt here is a posi-
tive revelation from the Son of Gad to those that
weuld give heed to his waring voice to actnally
remove fo the mourntains m order to eseape the
war, {he tronbles and pestilepce that awhited the
Jews and Jerusdlem. s ' Ao
- Now if we had all the history of those time:s;
if we only had what the ‘Apostles hive wriften,
in full,'instead of -a'little of it.'we should have
the partienlar place where they did go, and where
they lived, you would have an aceonntof the or-
canization of a gathered people taking care of
themselves, while war desolated the hation.. We
have not got this part of ancient histﬂ?‘ but we
will have it, for thera ris'nothing secret but what
will t{le vevealed—hid but whatwill be bronght
to lizht. e AU :

When God sees fit we will have the record of
the fulfiillment of this gathering; of every man,
woman and.child that heeded the warning of the
blessed Jesus. ! il o o

- About seventy. years after the birth of Christ,
which was about the date that the Roman army
compassed Jerusalem, I warrant you they left
Judea and Jerusalem, and gathered mto themoun-
tains totake care of themselves. Thisis tne ver

R N
npossihle to those who would not stop.to take their
clothes out of the house, their bed, or anything
else, hut flee at onee, i

" For these be the days of vengeance.”  Veng-
eance on wha!?  On the people of the Jews and
on all the peorle of Jernsalem that had 1 +jected
the gospel, that had rejected and kiled the true
P*Iﬂﬁﬂiﬂ{:f and persecuted and killed the. aposties,
and his disciples, |

“These he (ue days of vengeance.” What for2
That all things thal were written may be fulfil)-
ed, not spiritnalized, nor transformed, 'l;ﬂr done
away, but absolutely fulfilled. .

What did he “mean by that saving? Go and
read Moses; T shall not “trouble myself to give

chapter and verse; go and read Moses and the

prophets and see if they do not prediet the hor-
rors of war fo that age, und desolalion, even to
the ‘edting of their own cliildren for mere want,
because of the pressure of tlie famine: even the
tender aud "delicate womnen, says Moses, who
wonll not” venture to put thie solés of 1heir féet
on the grotind for tenderfiess and délicacy, shonll
eat their own children in the siege and the strait-
ness whereby yonr enemies shall diztress von'in ail
vour gates, if von will iot hearken 1o 1ny words.
He dlso predicted'{hat the Lord God would Faise
thet like unto him, and the people shonl
hear him'in all things whatsoever he shonld say
an'o them, ‘and every sonl that wdald nof hear
it shoitld be eat off from among the people,

“What'do our 'enemies comflain of us ahout? —
Fer belisving we must hearken to the prophet of
the Lord ‘which we' ptofess to have amor 18—
Joseph Smith, and Brigham Youn's, or whbever
it may be. ' They believé, say our enemies, that
they mmst hearken 1o their prophet in all things
whatsoever he' shall say unto them ' ' Just as'tho”
iwas a wew thing—that is what they are mad
at as'abontyitis the main point that is fonnd Banlt
with: from Califormia to Maine, and throvehiont
Europe, bt aditors aud priests, |

Evérywhere the word ‘is. »what is {he tatter
with the Mormons in Utali®—~thiey hold to' that
abominable prinziple of hearkeniues to all things
thie prophet'of God saysto them'? * O dear, wha:
hurt doés that ‘do? It gives them power—they
willall vote one way. '
© Weare not the only' people that are troubled
with dhat doctrine, and 'this/is not the only ave
that has had that kind of trouble to contend with.
Moses had laid it down, that thev should netonly
give beel to his word, and if they did not, they
shomld be destroved, and have Jo eat their own
children. while their enemies besidazed them, but
that they shonhl give heed also to another proph-
el that ‘'should: arise, and that too in all things
whalsoever he shonld say minto themyand if they
did wory they should ‘be cut off from amoag tha
people, | " .

Bat that part-of Mormenism is very ancient,
atd applied to Meses, and to Christyand to every

prophet that Las ever been sent to leal the peo -

ple. B . '

*These be the days of vengeance, that ali things
that are wnitten may befulfilled.”? I have quoted
a little of what has been written. Tk

“Bat woe anfo them that are with ehild and
to thpse that) give snck in those days:” What
kind of a woe is this?  Elernal hell, says one.—
‘That is not the meaning; but the language signi-
fies thatit will be hard on those who are i that
situation in those days; they will have trouble
becanse they will not be in efrcutastances to flee
froun their enemies; it will be very inconvenient
indeed for them to escape; lhereiﬁre SOrTow Lo
!hl;.'m} it wi'l be bard ou them; they are to De pit-
ied. "

I used to thiuk when I was a bow, that everv
time the serivlures said woe, it meant eterual bell
[ did not understand very: mueh of the scripinges
ther 3 in this instance Chrigt was sunply speaking
of the trouble and inconvenience it would be to
those who had little ehildren.

I have often thought how much more merciful
God 18 to the Latter Day Saints in teliing themn
not 1o go in haste nor by flight without stoppmg
to get their coat, their garment or their bed; he has
not told them to escape emply-banded; 1 feel
thankful for this merey. Wk

 On'the other hand, [ have thought that we have
had some bnrdens to, beer over and above what
they bad, which makes the thing about even.

S For thete shall be great distress in the Jand,
hpd_lwratih pon this people.” That i, in the land
of Judea, upon the Jews, and in that city,

“And they shall fall by the edlge of the sword,
and they shall be led away eaptive among all na-
tions, and Jernsalewn”—what will become of it fi-
nally?——*shall be frodden down of the gentiles,
aatel?—ihat is a big word, and means much in the
posilion, it occupies here—'UNTiL'—on that word
35 suspended that nation’s fh;_c;,'aﬁfi'thejniﬂ of all
the neigliboring nations; “Jernsalem shail be trod-
den down of the gentiles, until the times of the
gentiles be faifilled ? =" = FEECEAEE RS B

I tell 'yon there is meaning in these waords, con-
tained in that single line. O ve nations of the
earth, yf I had the voice of an angel’s trump, that
I could be heard to earth’s remolest bounds, by
kings, rulers, captains, generals, armies and na-
trons, 1 would wish toread that one line in their
ears, and tell them the things that are summed up

Y | inat.

portions of time you would atherwisedevote to tand ot wou, John, and uiso upon others, and they
something less nseful. We all have time to do | will persccute you,delivering voirnp to the syna-
i. I have been as hard working in my day as | zosues and inta prisons, and you shall be brought
any other man, perhups, and I always had before kings and ralers for my name’s sake.”
time to do it, and always have done it, and it was | Al of whch. I need not observe, was literally
by the light thal ¢houe in a dark place diligently | fulfilled in that age the New Testament itseif
and prayetfully seaiched ont, and the Holy Spirit | bearing record of it in part; “this shall turn to yon
that shone upon the undersianding, throngh ihe!fura testimony.”  That is as mueh as to.say,
prayer of taith, and through dilizent search that ! when this happens to you that I have foretold, it
cansed me {0 see, and understand. and lay, hold | will: be. a witness and a testimony—=it will be
on cerfain things (hat cawe in fulfilment of these | another proof; therefore. instead of MO VENIng
presiieeies, . |ahout 1ty and feeling down-hearted, understand

If any -one asks bow I came to be a Latfer | that [ have before told .you it must be. And
Doy Suint, or_what some people would call ajwhen yon are brought before rulers for my
Mormon, a follower of Joseph Smith, the modern | name’s sake, do not study up a speech before.
prepael, I.answer, it was because [ had given| band to speak in self-defence, for I will give you
ieei to the sentiments of truth from my early | a mouth and wisdom whicn all your adversarizs
youih, carefully and prayeifully searching and| will not be able to gainsay nor resist.

period of Christian history I.wotld much like to | “Jernzalem shall be trodden down of the gen
read—how they: conducted themselves when they | tiles' until the’ times of the gefitiles be Palfilled
were gathered togelher, and how they maintained | ' What i5 meant by it? One !hing we know cep
themse lves when thew nation and temple were | tain, we hive no need 1o conjecture—that i=, that
crumbling to the dust. - all these things happened Jiterally. "The Roms

““Let them that are in the midst of it depart out, army on the outside, and the three factions onfie
inside of the city of Jernsalem, and the famie

and let not them that are in the, country enter :
and the pestilence helping it on, pe formed thir

thereinto.” We _are given to understand. that
thﬁrﬂ' was a litile time EffEr tnf.t‘Rﬂmﬂ.ﬂ army Liad wgrk until fi“ﬂ]_h’r 1t came to an end h}. ThEﬁh’
being taken by the Romans. the remplesef opiire,

laid. siegn to Jerusalem, in consequence of a cer-

tain movement of that army that gave a chance | yy,d burned, ‘and the whole eity desdlated;an

to the people in the city that were wide awake bronghit under gentile ruls, 'namely, Romainmle.

to gather,; It they would give heed to the warn: | 'And it is said in the history seritten by Josephus

ing voice of Jesus, or to the words of his apos- | that ohe million and a half of 'Jews [:'Eriﬁi'e-l in

tles not to come down from the house top, or stop | thet siege, that is in that one city, in paftine ‘an
end o a mationalipolidy; a national corrupted #arm

to get their bed, but ran with all their mig’qi,liwy 4
’Eﬂtlld FEEap?- -A.-. ht!le Eﬂﬂl’ﬂtht iﬂIEIﬂHtIQHq an ﬂf m’“r"n]u"t’ a “atiu“ﬁl le!hﬂM, " I'utlllal
nouse of worship. sl Crry

advantageaus pesition of the army made escape




