This ward derives its name from
Willow Creek, quite an important
stream  which rises in the moun-
tains on the east slde of the valley,
and falls into Suake River immedi-
atoly above Fagle Rueck. The dis-
tance fromm Rigby towusite to the
centre of WillowCreek W ard, where
the meeting-house standa, is a little
over six wmiles. Here alpo new
settlers can find good accommoda-
tion, bu* they ruust be prepared
with fortitude and physical strength
enough to wage an exterminating
war with the sage brust. )

Eigbt miles southwest of the
Willow Creck centre and seven
miles northeast of Eagle Rock we
come to the beautiful townsite of
fona, named after an ancienttown
in the Jordan valiey iu Palestlne.
Iona Ward, including the SBouth
Iops branch, embraces some ex-
cellent farming land and promises to
become one of the prineijal cities of
this region of country in the near
future. Toe secure water for irriga-
tion purposes a canal seven miles
long and thirty feet wide at
the bottom had to be built,
at a cost of $27,500. This caual con-
veys the water from the south fork
of Bnake River into Willow Creek,
and is Lhence conducted in the
patural channel of said stream and
Band Creek to the upper end of
Iona Ward, where jt is taken out
into smaller irrigation canals
James E. Steele, late of American

Fork, Utah, is the Bwsshop of lona:

Ward, but there will soon bie s change
In thie Bishopric, as Brother Steele
bas beea called to fill the position
of second Counselor te President
Thomas E. Ricks, in the Stake
Presidency. I held a meeting with
the Tona Saints on the evening of
Thureday, 29th ult.

At Eagle Roek the ward organiza-
tion is presided over by Bishop
James Thomas. The SBalnts residing
at this place are mostly business
men and employes of large business
establishments, of which the princi-
phl ones are the brauch bouse of Z
C. M, [., 1 branch of the Consnlid-
ated Company,and the Co-operative
Wagon and Machine Company, all

largely reErtsent.ing “Mormon*’
eapital. These houses, whose main
laces of business are in Salt Lake

Jity, Utah, are all doing a lively
business in their different lines, as
Esrgle Rock is the important market
town sf the surrounding country.
The town is situated on the left or
eastbank of 8o ke River, oo asandy
tract of land, and the streets, al-
though tolerably straight, have been
id off like most other jrailway
towns, with a view of conforming to
the direction of 1the railway track.
ignoring the cardinal poiots of
the compass. The Utah & North-
ern Railway, at this point, crosses
the Snake River on a substantial
iron bridge, built immediately be
low the celebrated Taylor bridge.
This bridge for many years was ihe
all-important point for the Moutana
travel and yielded its owners a
greater profit than perhaps any
other toll bridge in the westeru
country. Atthe pnint where there
bridges span the Soake River, this
jmmeunse stream is suddenly eon-
tracted from a width rauging all the
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way from five hundred feet to half
a mile to the space of about
eighty feet in the muin chanuel and
about twenty-five in anvther, The

water is forced between two
perpendicular walle of  solid
rock, and is =said to have

a depth of 160 feet jimmediately be-
low the bridges. Itv algo has quite a
fall for several hundred yards, which
gives Eagie Rock most excellent
facilities for water.power. Bo far
this has only been taken ad vantage
of in the erection of a first-class
flouring mill, which. in point of
modern improvemenls and size, is
second only to the Rexburg mills.
HBouth of Eagle Rock and loba
Waid lies the Taylor Ward, em-
bracing snbout filteen families, under
the presidency of Bishop William
iwiest, The people here have suf-
fered much in past years for the

lack of water, depeoding. as
they have, upon Sand Creek,
%  emall stream and  side

chanpel of Willow Creek, which
goes dry in the latter part of the
seagon; but arrangements have
now Leen made te get water direct
from Spake River, which will give
them an abundaut supply.

South of Tayior is the Basalt
Ward, embracing a very extensive
tract of country lying along the
railway as far south as Ross Fork,
inclnding a few families at Black-
foot, the county seat of Bingham
County. and a little branch organi-
zation called Riverdale, situated on
the west siie of the river opposite
Blackfoot.
center where Bishop Andrew O
Ingelstrom resides, is fourteen mites
southwest of Eagle Rock and thir-
teen miles nerth of Blackfioot.

Yesterday (Bunday) 1 spent at
this place and had a pleasant time
with the Saiots here, speaking
at two meetings held ina ball hired
for the purpose. The evening meet-
ing was especilly well attended
amd about half the congregation
were strangers who listened atten-
tively toa sermon on the divine mis-
sion of the Prophet Joseph Bmith.

In another week the enterprising
little community at this place will
have completed their fine and com-
modinug meeting-house, mentioned
in a former eommunication.

From this place I return home to
Balt Lake City.

ANDREW JENSON.

PocaTELLO; Bingham County,
Idahe, June 2, 1880.
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The Agricultural College of Utah
is A& new factor in the develop-
ment of the educational system
of this Territory. In response to a@
widely expressed aud most gratify
ing interest in the purposes of the
college, aml to the kindly tender of
your columns, [ will, as briefiy as
compatible with the scope of the
propused work of-the college, set
forth plainly awmd directly the field
of endeavor that this college pre-
poses to enter upon.

The Covgressional lnw passed in
1862, npon which
founded by an act of our Legisla-
ture of 1888, forms the basia upon

Basalt Btation, the ward |

the college was es

which the work of the Utah Agri-
cultural College will be adjusted.
The Congressional law says: “The
leading object shall he, without ex-
cluding other scientific and classicaj
studies, and including military tac-
tics, to teach such branches of learn-
ing a3 are related to agriculture and -
the mechanic arfs, w & %

in order to promote the lib-

eral and practical eiucation

of the industrial classes in.
the several pursuits and profess-

ions of life,”” the act of Utah estab-

lishing the agricultnral college as in

accordance with the spirit of the

congressional enactment:,

. There colleges, now established

in every state of the Union, are the

direct outgrowth of medern develop-

ments in the field of reience and of
the retation of those sclences to in-

dustrialJife. :

Professional or industrial skill is
now the measure of pational wesalth
and power. This skill again is
measured by technical knowledge,
or, if not wholly, this measure is
being more and more estimated by
the konowledge of the laws involved
iu each sphere of industrial oceu-
pation  pursued. The applied
sciences are the corner-stone upoa
which the highest and most success-
ful type of industrial growth is
erected.

Congress had a broader purpose
than the maintenance of the pu-
premacy of the United States in the
race of the nations for the prepon-
derance of material wealth., TIn
providing for the ‘?ibera,l edueation
of the industrial classes,”? the rock
upon which pur country stands, the
intelligence of the so-called middle
classes, was made more secure.

The great purpose of these col-
leges is to widen the mental vision
and te increase the productive
power of the industrial classes, not
only as men and women hut as in-
dustrialists. The central studies
wssential to the latéer purpese are the
applied sciences, which, happily,
involve the greater part of the
natural sciences, so important to
every well educated man. and
mathematics, political economy,
and other branches of inquiry. The
addition of a few general culbure
studies to the list—requisite for a
successful industrialist—are ade.
quate to secure the Jiberal educa-
tipn necessary for succesaful citizen.
ship, and to greatly promote the
general happiness of men as a fac-
tor of our social system.

The col'ege in question differs
from the old classical institutions in
making central those studies that
widen the powers of industrial man;
these give, in popular language, n
practical education. The classieal
colleges ninke the languages—dead
languages, the central studies, cul-
ture being the aim. Each meets on
common ground in teaching® cer-
taiu studies essential to culture but
diverge from this polnt to the two
extremes mentloned, namely, cul-
ture on the one hand and bread-
winning on the other.

The eollege embraces four maln
courses and additional minor cours-

The course inagriculture exteods
over four years, Agriculture deals



