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tion that neither of those ways
would be taken was u mistake?

If he does this, we shall feel a
little higher estimation of his
honesty and cindor than wenow
entertain,and he may thus do some-
thing to redeem himself from the
unenviable position which he now
;pccupies, in the light east by recent
avents upon the darkmess of his
report aud his purported interview.

-

FAITH AND REASON,

A vERY common fallacy of infi-
dellty will be found in the October
number of the North American Re-
view, in an article headed ‘Faith
versus Reason.’’> John Rurroughs
formulates the following gquestions:
“If the facts or truths revealed are
above reasuon, how can the fact of
the revelation itself be proved to
reason? I8 faith itself reasbnable??®?

The fallacy evidently implied in
these questions is this: Some of the
fundamental facts revenled are such
that they eannot be demonstrated
to the human reason, there-
fore, they are unteasonable and
must be rejected; faith in them is
unreasonable.

For ipstance, the existence of
a personal God, the ipcarnation,
a coming retrlbution, etc., are re-
vealed facts. But because they can-
not be demonstrated to the bumsan
reason in the same way as mathe-
matical propositions, men are justi-
fled in rejecting them as unreason-
able.

Although this fallacy 1s very com-
mon amoog the modern agnostics,
it is ope that should never be ad-
mitted by anybody who is capable
of reasoning at all. There are very
few facts, indeed, if any, outside of
the strictly mathematicsa! domain
that oan be demonstrated. Locke
thought that it would be easy
enough to demonstrate motal truths
if signs, analagous to those used 1n
mathematics, could be invented, but
that great philosopher died without
haviog inveoted the needed arbitra-
ry signs, and since his time no one
has even attempted the experiment.
But must all moral truths be rejected
because they cannot be mathemati-
cally demonstrated?

The fact is that the truths with
which revelation deals are in them-
sulves reaspnahle, s to speak, par
excellenee. Through revelation we
receive knowledge of truths which
our own unaided reasvon could uot
discover. But once discovered, they
are apparent, even to human reasoun,
Is there, for instance, any reasonable
way of explaining the existence of

the universe, our own existence,
our consciouspess, and other facts,
except by the accountsgiven thereof
in the revelativns of God? Were it
not for these revelutions, we might
have Yyet been o the same
state of kunowledge, or, rather,
ignorance in which the heathen
philosuphiers of Hindustan were,
who were satisfied with the
supposition that the warld rested
upon a Inrge elephant, supported by
anenormous frog, which again rested
on, nobody koew what. Or we
might have had to content oursel ves
with the idea held by the old sages
of Becandinavia who held that the
earth had been formed from the
body of a dead man, the skull and
the bopes supplying materiais for
mountaing, the hlood for rivers and
oceans,the beard and hair for forests,
grass aud flowers. How reasonable,
how easy to comprehend are not the
declaration of revealed religion com-
pared to all those crude ideas: “God
made the heavene and the earth???

Everybody, even a ¢&hild eun
understand and  accept that,
and the greatest sage who
ever lived eao say nothiong,

beyond that elearly expressed truth.
And as the revelations further un-.
fold and tell us of the reason why
God made the universe and gave
living beinges an existence, light is
shed upon every subject until the
keenest Intellect that ever adorped
a human being is satisfled.

As evidence of this, it may be
stated that men endowed with The
greatest intcllectual faculties have
always been believers in the revela-
tions. Even if we pass by the long
glorious array of men of God whese
lives illumine the pagesof history-
from Adam down to the 8on of God,
and, in our own day, to Joseph
3mith the prophet, we find
men like Liocke, Pascal, Linnaeus,
Isaac Newton, and numerous ethers,
aceepting firmly the revealed facts,
and they were all men who, in their
various branches, never were sur-
pRased.

It may be true, that some of the
facts which have been revealed are
of such a nature that they caunot
be comprehended except by a highly
enlightened reason, and some are
even such that they can never be
fully understood by man in his pres-
ent state of intellectual development.
Man is advancing, and some of the
revealed facts will be plain only
when a higher state of perfection
has been reached. But these facts
are just as reasonable as
which we unders and now, and our
wisdom js to accgpt them by 'fgith,
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until we can comprebend vhem hy
more Jietfected intellectunl faculties.
A child meets on its entrance
into this world a great many {acts
which cannot be explained to the
undeveloped reason of a child. But
as it grows these facts will become
plain. And inthe meantime it will
receive through faith the statements
of its parents and these, although
not fully understood, will help in
the attainment of knowledge and
perfection of the undeveloped fac-
ulties. The relation between Gud
and man, between faith and reason,
are 7ery niuch the same as those
given here in illustration. Through
revelation God tells us truths which
we could not yet otherwise discover.
We accept them, and are by them
enabled to go forward from koowl-
edge to knowledge until we, in the
words of the Apostle, are in a posi-
tion *‘to know as we are known.*

IMMIGRATION AND POLYGAMY.

“T confess the recentlanding of a
large number of families of Tmimi-
grants at New Yeork does not, to my
mind, tally very well with this offiial
ant nn the part of the Mormon Church,
nor does it indicate reform.””

This is part of the remarksof Gen-
eral Noble, Becretary of (he Interlor,
ag telegraphed to this city, in refer-
ence fo the action nf the General
Conference on future plural mar-
riages. It is very strange that u
man occupying the high posi-
tion which he hoelda should
have so great a confusion of mind
on & very simuple preposition.
The aection of the Conference
and the lanuing of iImmigrants have
not’the remotest connection, in fact
or in principle. The ¢ Mormon’?
Church bas not declared there is to
be no more immigration. No rea-
gon exists for suck -a declaralion.
People who believe io the {*Mor-
mon®’ faith have as much rightto
land on the shores of this country
as though they were Catlolics,
Protestants or infidels. There is no
law and no reason for any iserimi-
pation in this particular.

It is true that foolish or malicious
persons have endeavored to make it
appear that the ““Mormon” immi-
grants are chiefly young women
imported to foster and perpetuate
polygamy. There has npever buen
the slightest ground for such a
pretense, and the Becretary of
the Interior ought to be well in-
formed concerning the facts. Offlclad
statistics will show, beyoud dispitte,
that the ‘““Mormon?’® emigration is
composed principally of families;
that sorpetimes the males predomi-




