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the following well written letter
wilohh the by the courtesy orof

dent Wwilbordilford woodruff toIs perjad to publish will be peruse I1 with
baat interest 4

JANUARY 17 1893

dear father and mother today
hmhas teenbeu a red letter day in my life
via a visit tugo the birthplace of11 my

bersen in connecticut a brief descrip-
tion af which I1 will try and relate for
whilevoile it is now past midnightmid yet
tacyby fancy plays upon my minu and

will nonot come to me on retiring

iasst night I1 determined to notbet apart
today for this promised visit and ac-
cordinglyeft left1 a call with the nightt

torkdark promptly at that hour there
amme a thump at my door that would
havee roused a heavier sleeper than my
aweaf arising I1 dressed handlyhasi ily and

abw arranging a few necessaries I1lau a
tend gril I1 made my way down stairs
m leaving the hotel i proceeded up

boadway to union square where I1
oaredroid a cab which drove me rapidly

felho grand central depot on forty
biond street arriving inure thirty

beforeborerore the train time thenthee
sarty minute i I1 daood

downwn thebe haftingwafting room anxious
tara to owe asaa thetee air was
carrl kennthekeen the thermometer ranging

where below seroero finally the
welcome sound rings out AUA U aboard
arnew haven and hartford AsA
iteM4 rarainjin proceeds up the hanksbanks of hastflast
marVj a beautiful panorapanoramicinto view of

varying huesflues of lights pro
ato imeln presently the harlem is

bowedsnood and we are speeding along the
of longjong laland houndbound towards

naw haven where I1 leaveleav the boston
row and board a train bound

acar northampton numerous towns
aadoa04 hamlets are passed asam we
move northward over the rolling

country with all its
scenery of neld and forest

acaeome brown and bare while others are
with everlasting verdureverd ure pass-

ing through Ceni erville mt carmel
farmington and other

we at last reached avon at just
41 having been three hours unuanu

forty minutes ouon the road leaving
the stationstat ioD which is built at the en-
trance to the churchyard I1 proceeded
to the postofficepostoffice kept by a mr bishop
audand inquired the address of mrs
matchhatch he informed me she lived
about two and a half miles distant

deeming the distance too far to walk
I1 secured the service of a native re
boloing in the sobsobriquet of gabriel to
drive me over in hlahis cutter while
he was hitchingbitching up I1 walked over to
the graveyard and wandered among
thetheta0 abubastonesonesialu the hope of seeing
a familiar namedame but none was there to
towardreward mybay search there are many
woodfordsWood fords and thompsonsThomp sons butbu no

my angelic companion
now being ready I1 calmed into the
cutter tucked the robes carefully about
my feet thrust my hands deep into
two spacious overcoat pockets and an
nou aced toymy readiness to start if it
was coldbohi in new yorkfork it was still
colder up here the thermometer regis-
tering 8 degrees below wiro on mr
gabrielleGabriel8 porch the ride over be-
hind a good horse was charming the
road we took leads out of avon one
half mile to the south when it bondsbends
to the right and crosses a valley al-

ost due east for a mile and a halt
through a forest sprinkled with ever
greens when on reaching mrmf fided
woodfordsWoodfords house it turns to the south
again about halthalf a mile down
this road a big apple tree stands
throwing itstm branches far over the
cottage standing back otof it here my
driver pulled up withmith an ev air utot
satisfaction and announced wethis to be
the home of mrs hatch I1 had gogoneno
but a few steps toward the porch when
the door flewfiew open and agreya grey bamrud
pleasant faced lady stepped brisk ly
forward with the exolaexclamationmatio it I1 well
add this is cousin AsashbellAshahaelletl you
guessed right that timelime said 1I there
was no mistaking that her
was genuine and I1 was madeade to feel
perfectly alhime from the startstarl she
wa disappointed when I1 told
herbar I1 would have to return by the
evening train as iche had expected me
to stay two or three days she
introduced mem to her husband mr
hatch a very agreeable surfsort of nomne y

england farmer albo to ann Uscaa
ettietti and a niece named hattiehatlie
woodruff about twenty two yearsyeara af
ugeage who proved to be of great service
to weace tiduring the day showing me
around A mrs woodfordWood tord waswaa over
visiting when I1 went but aunt liudiio
averyevery one calls her by this name here
invited her to go home and call an-
other day as she wanted
this one to me I1 discovered thidthia
frank manner about herbar in several
ways before the day was over she
was thoughtful enough to enquire if
I1 was hungry and I1 gave

her to understand mostmoat emphati-
cally that I1 was havihaving par
taken of breakfast early yesterdayerday
she soon had prepared some delicious
butter dayt beefsteak and coffee and
it did taste floefine after my loulouredetridebreakfast being over mr hatchatoll
hitched charlie into the cutter while
aunt lin muffled me up in a big com-
forter and with hattiebattle as84 my fair itatildeide
we proceeded to visit the places of
greatgreatestert interest we drove first to
the cemetery and dismounting tied
the horse up to the fence and
entered this sacred spot proceeding
up the center walk we soon foundgreat grandfather and grandmother
Wood ruffa resting places with the
tomb stones facing west I1 recognized
them in a moment from the photosphoton
which you have of them it would be
difficult to describe the feeling which
came over me as I1 gazed upon this
hallowed resting place of my long
since departed kindred andadd thought
that perhaps you bad stood on the
same spot many years before it may
have been the cold that caused my
eyen to moistenmolsten this Is a delightful
spot such as one could wish to rest in
till called forth to a brighter existence
anA a iron fence surrounds the yard and
a row of splendid pines cast their ap-
proving shadowsa upon this matchless
home of the 10dead with slow steps
we quit this place but not before gath-
eringerin gabita bit of evergreen from oneoneffof
the graves our next call is at the
allenalien place of which I1 am content
with an external view proceeding
some distance farther east on this road
we turn to tho south and pass the old
judge place which is somewhat
dilapidated and unoccupied at present
and now comes the mostmoot interesting
experience of all the visit to the old
mill and your birthplace we tied our
horse at the mill and got out of the
sleigh two brothers named holmes
are running the kleeb one of them
we found raking ice out of the race so
the water could reach the wheelwheal which
is situated at the back of the highest
part as shown in the photograph the

ater is carrier to it by means of an
18 inch inclined wodenwo den pi pethe upper
end of which connect with the old
race as it stood when you left
it half a century ago I1 entered
the old saw mill and picked out what
must have been the post where you
broke your leg when riding the jog
carriage the race is well grown over
with young maples the high part of
the willmill was partlyartly baradi after you


