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THE DESERET WLEKILY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

BALT LAKE Crry, Aug, 18, 1894,

ZTo the Officera and Members of the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints:

Dear Brethren and Bisters—For sev-
eral years past, the presiding authori-
ties of the Chureh, acting in oconjunc-
tion with the General Board of Educa-
tlon, have operated toward the estab-
lishment of a Chureh University, this
institution to become the head of our
Chureh school system, and to be
equipped for the work of higher in-
struction. During the past two years,
steps were taken toward founding and
endowing such an Institution as would
meet the needs of the people of Utab,
and particularly of the Latter-day
Baints, as & denominational school of
high grade; and on the 8th or Septem-
ber, 1893, a vircular was lssued an-
nouncing the opening of the Church
University. The work of the institution
was conducted during the academic
Year 1863-94 with abundaut proofs of
succeess, and all connected with the
management of the Church Univer-
sity had reason to apticipate for the
school & brilllant fature, There
was ne intention on the uvart of the
promoters of the Church University
to arcuse any unfair competition or
rivalry between that school and the
University of Utab; nevertheless, the
existence of two lustitutions in the
same city with many courses in ¢om-
mon, rendered the paralleling of
work, and the consequent duplication
of expenditure,absolutely unavoidable,
Time has very plainly demonstrated
the fact that Utah, while abundantly
able under present conditions to main-
tain one well equipped institution for
higher Instruction, cannot adequately
support many such, either in material
supplies of meaps or In students pre-
pared for university courses of study.
After due conslderation of the present
ronditions and future prospects of eda-
cational affairs in Utah, the presiding
quorums of the Church have deemed
it wise to bring the work of the Church
University to a cluse, that greater
energy, resulting from concentration of
effort, may be devoted to the develop-
ment of our Territorial University.
Toward the University of Utah our
people may properly indulge a feeling
of pride; the institution wasestablished
inthe early days of Utab’s history; it
was incorporated, indeed, under
the name of the University of Deseret
within less than three years after
the firat settlement of this region. It
has grown in spite of the numerous
difficulties inecident to pioneer exist-
ence, to its present fair proportions,
and to the attainment of its
forty-fifih year, with a steady and
healthful progress which inspires
strong confidence for its future. Utah
has need of such an institution of
learning; indeed there appears no reason

why ourUniversity should not become
the great inter-mountain center for the
diffueion of knowledge in advanced
and speocialized branches. We hope
that the day I8 not far distant when
the youth of Utah will not longer nee
to journey afar in search of protessional
instruction; but that our own State
will offer her sone and Jdaughters am-
ple facilities in ail departments of in-
tellectual progress,

We recommend to the Latter-day
Bainte that they faithfully devote their
influence and energy, such =as might
have been claimed by the university
of the Church, had wisdom dictated
the continuance of that institution, to
the University of Utah, We trust
that our people will sustain the Terri-
torial University by their good words
and works, and particularly by their
patronage in sending thither their sone
and daughters who ar prepared to be-
come students in the jostitution. which
by law is constituted as the head of the
public school system of Utah.

The officers of the University are
men in whom the people have learned
to repose thelr confidence; the Chan-
cellor and the Regents need no en-
comiums from us in their responsi-
ble and honorable statious. The
President and Faculty of the institution
are severally of recognized abilittes in
their professione, and of steadfast devo-
tion tv the educational alvancement
of the people; they mre entitled to the
fullest confidence of Utah’s citizens
without distinotion.

We feel assured that the moral in-
fluence of Lthe University will prove of
salutary effect,and thatall dueattention
will be paid to the tralning of students
in the duties of true moral oitizenship
as well as in the subjecta of purely
regular ipstruction. However, as the
University is a public possession, the
property of people of many sects and
creeds, it would be manifestly improper
to allow any species of sectarian
religious fostruction to be im-
parted  withio its walls, or under
its auspicer. 1ln view of these
facte, and, kpowing as we do,
that many of the Liatter-day SBaints are
imbued with a strong desire to have
their youth instructed in theological
tenets co-ordinately with secular train-
ing, we call your attention to the fact
that the Liatter-day Sainta’ college, an
institution which stands among the
foremost of our Church echools, 18 con-
ducted in close proximity to the Uni-
versity, and that the very full courzses
of daily instraction in thenlogy will
ve oftered at such houre, and under
such conditions that Latter-day
Saint studente who are attending the
Univereity, and others not regularly
atteuding the College, may pur-
sue in the latter such of these
saored studies wus their ability
and opportunities will permit. It is
the aim of our loecal and general educa-
tional boards Lo strengthen the theo-
logicel department of the college, in-
creasing and augmenting the courses,
to meet all requirements,

We request that Presidenis of Stakes,
Bishops of Warde and other presiding
officeis, will cause this letter to be read
in thelr places of puvblic gathering;

and that they will use their Influence

in otherwise bringing this subject

before the people,

Regpectfully your brethren,

WILFORD WooDRUFF,
GEORGE Q. (}ANNON.
JousgrH F. BMmiTH,

irst Presidency of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Bainta,

THE UTAH PIONEERSs.

The magnitude of the task performed
by those who pioneered the way aoross
the Great Plains to these mountain
vales forty-seven Years ago is being

more generaily recognized than ip
tormer years, and Interest increages in
the history of the individoals who
composed that noble band. The pele-
bration in honor of the survivors of the
Ploneer company, at Baltair Beach, on
August 20, draws special attention to
the subject, and it seeme appropriate
for the NEWE to give today, for histori-
cal reference, a complete list of the 148
persons—143 men, 3 Women and 2
cbiloren—who entered the valley of
tne Great Balt Lake In July, 1847, un-
Jer the leadersnip of President Brig-
ham Young, and also, a8 far as agoer-
tainable at presenl, what became of
them, and the ases and residences of
the survivore. The subjoined list
was specially prepared for this paper
by Eilder Andrew Jenson, who has
bad personal jnterviews with every
member of the Pioneer company that
he was able to meet in his extended
travele. Of the entire company, 87
are now living, 98 are known to be
dead, and the whereabouls of the re-
malning 13 are unknown, though
there 18 good reason to believe that
several of them, and perhaps all, have
passed from this sphere of action. Ine
vitations, by mail and telegraph, bave
been sent to all survivors whose ad-
dresses were Enown, requesting their
presence at Baltair on Monday, as
guests of the occaslon, The |ists, ar-
ranged alphabetically, are as follows:

BURVIVING PIONEERS,

Lewis Barney reeides at Elsinore,
Bevier Co., Utah; age 86 years.

Choarles D, Barnum resides in Salt
Lake City, Uiab; age 94; he isthe
eldest of the Pioneers living,

George P. Billings resides in Maunti,
Banpete Co., Utah; age 67,

Geo. W. Brown resides in Charies-
ton, Wasateh Co,, Utah; age 67.

Jobn Brown resides in Pleasant
Grove, Utah Co., Utab; age 74.

William Carter resldes in 8t. George,
Utah} age 73.

Thomas P. Cloward rédides in Pay-
son, Utah Co,, Utah; age 71,

Liyman Curtis resides at Salem, Utah
Co., Utab; age 82,

Isaac Perry Decker, one of the two
children ot the Pioneer camp, resides
in the Bixteenth ward, Balt Lake City;
age 54,

Bepjamin Franklin Dewey makes
his home temporarily in Balt Lake
Oity; ave 65.

Ozra Kastman resides at Idaho Falls,
Bingham Co., Idaho,

Joseph Egbert resides at Kaysville,
Davis Co., Utah.

Aaron F. Farr resldes ia Ogden,
Utah; age 76.

Green Flake, a colored man, resides
in Balt Liake City, Utab; age 66,



