and Grosse alrships to form an alr fleet
which
but this very success huas nlgo awakencd
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Deadly Guns to

Shoot at Airships

P N eSperta) Correapondence. )

ERLIN, Nov. —Germuny's
governmeént has been  induced

by the wonderful flights accorn-
plished by the Zeppelin, Parseval

already numbers s8ix crulsers,

the German military authorities to the
necesgity of improving Germany's ar-
tillery with & view to combating e
tile air Neets” and, therefore, just as
Germany was first in the fleld with an
aerial navy. =0 she leads the way with
balloon artillery. This both the
IKrupp and Ehrhardt works have placed
balloon guns on the market

The Inventors of balloon artillery |
gevera] things to bear in mind.
objective Is very moblle, can de
great speed and can change its
tion, up or down and to all points
the compass Ve rapldly  and  with
comparative ease. Therefore the guns
had te be « ible of the most rapid
laying while s projectiles had to be
made to travel at a very high veloeity
Agaln, since a scouting alrship when
nearing the hostile zoneg will ascend o
the greatest helght attainable the guns
had to be nade =6 a8 to fire practically
perpendiculurly to an immense h
It 15 obvious that the feld artillery
method of training guns, cither by mov=
ing the gun round on.a fixed pivot on
the gun-carriage, or ultering. the
direction of the carriage, would be out
of place here as being too slow. So
Krappe, in the case of balloon artiller:
mounted on wheels, have deslgned tho
Wheels =0 18 1o be pushed forward out
of the wav, with handles attached 1o
either axic, which in o couple of slmple
Yavolutlons can alter the entire direc-
tion of the gun Fuor rires
balloon guns can be mounted llke othe
ordnance on a plvet, and the sams

year

>

mounting s used for balloon artill
fixed on the platform of armored mo

cars, which would pursue the air crui=cy
until & sultable range s obtained.
PROJECTILES DISCUSSED.®
Opinions are still divided as to the
nature of projectile to be discharged
For spherical balloons shrapnel Is un-
doubtedly the best but as a cruiser of
the Zeppelln type might sustain but lit-

tle damage from a few shrapnel pelicts
in

to Ehrhardts who
hrapnel for all types

Krupps,

of artillery, have invented a
special shell fitted with a slow match
which lgnites o Bas with the
object of causing an explosion
in the" hostlle alrship The ! shell
on  striking the  airship's  ‘envelopoe

Immed!iately sets fire to the filling gas
and the resultant explosion would -

tally annihilate the ner These
deadly shells are moreoy lgned o

offt a4 very dense s as Ly
leayve a wake which, with the aid of, a
glass, = distinctly visilble and of Im-

measurable importance. in sighting for
a second

hot, ‘supporing the first to

The distance s taken
ap 1us ®#ét up by the
B dloon gun while the actual
sighting is done by med cof an ap-
paratus” =omething simildr to ‘the peri-
gcope of the submarine

Krupps have structed hitherto
three makes of balloon gun—a 6.5 om
ficld gun, which fires a 4 kKilogramme
projectile with an initial velocity of 20
meters a second attaining at_a maxi-
mum angle of discharge of 60 degrees
a helght of 5,600 metors; a fortress 7.5
gun, fring a 6% kllogramme shell, and
o heavy gun of 105 caliber, primarily
Intended for use. on board warships
The fortress: gun can hit’ and destrpy
an airship at a hefght’ of 7900 meters
from i discharging angle of 757 degrees
that as, on -the' evidence of Count
ppelin himeelf, an alrship only In
se of emergency riseg 1o a helght of
1,500 meters, the rangeof the new bal-
loon artillery covers all cases Thea
naval gun can reach a helght of 11,500
meters

=

Dul)lin Castle‘s police

BLIDCO Game on Taxpaycrs

(Speclal: Correspondence, )
UBLIN, N -Attention
been focused on the police Lax-
atlon In Ireland the refusal
of the Galway county council to
Pay the tax imposed
the county by Mr Rirrell, the chiel sce-
Telary for Iielan the L pollice
Alleged 10 have hoen =ent into the dis-
turhed gistricte In the county recentiy
This syste 5 u dallghtful Mustration
ﬂ‘f how (he try, ds inl=governed by
.l[\‘: English ficlals Nominally the
Royal Irish constzbulary Is a national
orce, pild for out ol

nationnl «
Chequer. Actually it is managed from

has

by
extran police on

{01

Dublin cus ut ol county has tu
Pay into i cach y i
S EUM for the malonlen v ool the police

Mupposed Lo be asslg

ned to duty in that

tounty Now the It works Is as
1ollows:

MY, Birrell asslgns -say 200 police
& county a ges It .for &

however, he finds In pos
0 are enough to do @l the veal pollce
EVork necded and 100 art held in re
Then a disturbed condition arises
the county and he drafts In 100 cxtra
Men and charges uwn extra tax agalnst
fIN- county for them. The rewult of this
8 thit these 100 men are pald for thres
tnes over we char
against the 3
t not seent Then they uare
tharged agalnst it as extra police ana
N the third place they ure charged
winst gome other county from which
oy have been drmfted for the speolal

duty, In any other country this would
be designateq a firet cluss bunce game,

But in Ireland it ‘ha's been accepted
hitherto as part. of the ordinary ma-
chinery of ‘government. Now that Gal-
way has wken o firm stand there s
el tieit an end may be put to
the system, I the dodnty councll stands
firm In its refusal to pay, It |s hard to
sec what M, Birgell can do.  Perhaps
{{TH) ay -attadit some of the désksin
the connty clerk's office. but if he does
that it will be necessary for him to de-
fend the system In the courts, and that
is probably Just what he wamnts to
wyvold
MUORALS OF PORTADOWN,

It Is hard to believe thit anywhere in
Irelund such a first clags exXample of
Puritanism could ibe found as has just
Leen exhibited In Portadown. - A few
weska azo the Great Northern Rallway
company, In_réesponse to the request of
A jwrge number of residents of the town
on the Bann, began running a late train
from Bellust In order to enuble the peo-
ple of Portedown to attend the theater
I1n the novthern capital. Now the town
councll has passed a resolution request-
Ing the rullway company to discontinue
the late traln on the ground that It was
“a thing that should not be tolerated n
any community with a spari of Chris-
tianity In it One of the members of
the councll bore testimony that once in
hls youth he lad attended o theatrical
performmanes but “owing to the scene of
Jealousy and discord he then witnessed,
he had never attended one since

I haye net heand yet, whether .the
rallwey company has discontinued the
late tradn, If it ha= not done =0 I hope
It will not delay, for the morals of

(Continued on page eighteen.)-
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United Netherlands is, Dream of
King Leopold of Belgium.

Exploiter of the Cong‘o plotting’ Secretly to Erect a Great
European Power on the Union of the Low Countries and
Dictate Terms to France, Germany and England.

re )

:3.—Belgium,
has abdndon-
of re-

con=

(Speclal Corres
RUSSELS., Nov
preparing for w
ed the voluntary system
cruiting, and deéclares for
geription.  Henceforward every family
in Belgium 1s to furnish one soldier to

the mational army, and her fr S are
to be made twice ns large as tl 1eed
be if nothing more was required of
them than defense of Belgian territory.
The Dutch are the most lmmediately
COne wed In the military affalrs
RBelgium, and thelr 71 inte

Bue,
in

observer, the “Centrum” of the
summed up the, situation corr ectly
saying . a4 8 \

“The motor in all this affaly Iz the
Influence of Leopold 11, whose ideal is
known. He intends by means of per-
conal and gencéral service to make Bel-
glum a military power. Slowly and
surcly he i3 pushing the government
along that way."

Belglum's alllance with Falland s
one of the chief means by which King
Leopold hopes to.atlain his end. That
allinnce is an older date than pe
ple know, = In 1848, and again in Q85
Belgium and “Holland mado - secret
treatles of offense and defense.  In 1883,
when King Leopold 1T visited Holland,
an open alllance «d Into, and
the official o h country an-
nounced that “the ancient union of the
low countries was reconstituted.”

FEAR THREE POWERS.

Fear of Germany, on one side, and of
France on the other threw Belgium
and Holland into each other's arms
Fear of England, as France's ally has
lately come to strengthen their fears
and their alllance. Antwerp, which it
was formerly thought English troops
would garrison for Belgium, in, the
case of war, i= now-being further forti-
fled as a defense .against Englund.

It ‘was ther theory in Belglom that
the country should support an army
sufMelently strong to hold un invader
in check until the grdat powers who
guaranteed her independence had time
to come, to her SHC UL While this
theory prevalled, tan army  of 97,000
men was thought to be svfficlent, ‘and
at the one moment when Invasion
threatened, 1870, such an army was
found to be sufficlont. Since 1570 the
number of men requived to defend any
given aren has been greatly rveduced,
owing to the Improvdment in-modern
firearms. At Gravelotte, the
army 150,000 strong covered
yards, while the German army of
000 men wuas spread -over a line of
000 yards. Thls represented practi
ly 10 men per yard for the defend-
ants, and 18 per running yard for the
asgsillants In the Russian-Japanese

war the densities of the ocombbatant
forces varied respectively from 4 and
42 men to 25 and ZA men per vard,
and In the Boer war the density was
still le=s. Notwithstanding the [fact
thus proved, the strepgth of the
Belglan army has been continually’in-~

creased since. 1870, when L was 90,000,
It is 173,000 today. When the new army
law Is in force It will be 200,000, on
paper, and there are indications that
its real strength will be considerably
Eroiter.

THE MATHEMATICS OF WAR.

The extent of front between (he
fortified positions at Antwerp, Namur,
and Liege, Is from 20 to 26 miles, Ap
army ‘of 100,000 men would be  suf-
ficient to defend It. Under modern
conditions - nelther France mor Gers

many could bring more than 120,000 men
into action in Belglum. .The army-. of
200,000 men which-Balgium - ls determin-
ed to keep in readiness for maobiliza-
tlon is an army of offense and Lo it
the Dutgh army will be joined when
war breaks out.
Ambition, as much as
powerful nelghbors has forced  the
Belgian ruler on. By means of Belglan
Industry and Congo gold he' Is deter-
mined to reestublish the power of _ the
low  countrles. M Beernagpl, the
great statesmoan who owas s twice prime

the fear of

=

minister of  Belgium ity declared
that when war broke out the Dutch
and Bclgian armles ;would “ be found
sldes by slde, -

“The political destinies of the two
countries are bound together Indis=
solubly,” Le =sald, “A military conven-
tlon between, them I8 In the logical
order of things. One cannot imagine
Belglum free without Holland belng
free also.”

The Dutch can  put about §0,000
soldlers In the fleld at present The
plan of Belglum and Holland united—
again I quote M., Beernaert—is, when
war hreaks out, to  mobilj their
forces on the French amd German
frontlers from Dinant ‘o Maestrict

“Tlghty thousand Belgians and 40,000
Duteh would make the Lelligerents re-
#pect our territor wid the Bdgian
dtatesmen, and, he added with: signif-
icance, - “the  maobllization. of  these
troops would not prevent us from de-
fending Antwern.”

THREATS IN THE AIR
Although the plan  of forr £ A

great army of offense originated with
King Leopold, he took good: o neyer
to speal’ of offense: but always to

nfine himself to questions of defense,

when the treated of military affalrs
Fli= ministers have not bhacn so cir-
CUIMIE PO Last = summer when Sir

IRdward made  a declaration in

the hous amimons a8 to the possi-
bility or ncting alone for the
suppression _of tho abuses in the Con-

go,: cabinet minlsters and ex-ministors
in Helginm threw diseretion to the
wind, It was then I learned the secret
aning of Belgium’s military action.

“England’s threat is terribla’ sald
M. Francotte, ex-minister of Industry,
to me, “but England will find Belgivm

threaten also, and follow up her
qits by actlon.”
Members of  the present cabinet

spoke In the samo straln, and a short
time afterwards one of them explained
the detafls of Belglum’s plan to me.
The Belglan army is to be placed on
a peace standing of 42,000 men, while
elght classgs of nen bust, and well
drilled are to be kept' ready for
Immediate mobilization The  fleld
strength is never to be allowed to fall

below 200,000 men,
“An army ke this,” sald he i
prevent England from attempling to

intgrfere with Belgium's actions re-
garding her colony, and maKke her in-
sults laughable™

RELATIVE STRENGTHS,

Belgium's deflance of England is not
so laughible as It may seem., It s
England’s present pollcy to maintain
forulgn a'W'mnces, and alliances are
gained by those who bid highest, and
prove they can pay. As things stand
Belglym can glve more o continental
allies than England can When her
military re-organlzation (s completed
she will hieive an army of 200,000 men,
of whom 80000 will suflice for home
dofguse, while 120,000 will remain free
for forcign eervice, capable of im-

mobllization on the frontier,
any of the danger and delay

mediate
without

which attends transport. England has,
theoretically, an army of 150,000 men
aviilable for overseas purposes. That

army has to provide, In a great part,
for the defense of England's power in
India and the colonics, sa that Iits
strength is not effective. T.ord Roberes
ared In his #poech In the house of

lords gn July 12 last that it is wanting
in

officers, in seasoned men,
foreign statesmen knew
Lord Roberts spoke. The
it Igium’s continental army,
com=idetrable al on will be 200,-
000 strong,  while gland’s military
strength, as far as :u:p:‘r-‘&l‘nn is con-
cerned, remains practically nil explains
the fact that not a single government
on the continent consented to jnin Eng-

and in

land against Belgium on the Congo
question.

ALL MUST SERVE.
The change In Belgium's ilitary

system I8 not being ca 2l through
without political battles in the cham-

bers, but it Is accepted willingly by
the country. It is welcomed as abol-
lehing the suspense which  attended
the ald system, of the ballot,
which took: plage every year Lo supply
the doficlency  of volunteers.  About
66,000 youths-took part in the ballot

[Tnder the Ndw systenl no
000, fumilies .will. be called
ach to supply a recrult
[ its. own cholee.. Of the recruits so
Hed 10,000 will be exempted from
annually, for one.reason o
Under the old ‘=ystemn, those
who drew “bad numbers”™ In the bal-
lot could buy %ubstitutes. In the
future each family’'s representative
must serve; bul it is probable the.
nendment propoged by Count Werner
Merade will be adopted., This al-
: of the provision of substitutes
for mllitary service In peace, but pro-
vides that those who supply substi-
tutes. musztL thamselves undergo a short
training, sullicient to make them serv-

inother.

lceable soldlers, and La thielr places
in the ks when  wuar breaks  out.
‘The adaption of this amend nt would

shorten’ the term: of scrvice for ' Lhe
rich, while adding largely to the mili-
tary strength of the country In time of
war

BELGIUM'S AMBITIONS.

The fact i that Belgium intends to
become a great Kingdom, instead of
remadning @ small buffer state existing
on suffrance. Having a strong army,
a great port and fortress, at Antwarp,
and rich preserves of gold, all she
needs to attaln her end Is a powerful

fleet. That Neot her alllance with Hol-
land wtll enable her to craate. Nelth-
er the money nor the consent of the

chambers Is wanting for Its construc-
tion

more tender form.
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Doll-Like Countess the
- p.et of Paris at Sixty-cight

Correspondence. )
22,—What childhoo:d
has been complate without Its
romance of falries, *“the little
people™ of tha woods, the mys-
terious thelr pranks and their
moontight roamings! The fairy tale of
youthful davs has taken actual form.
The Lilliputian village, now one of the
features of Paris life, Is a llving dream,
this toy-

(Special
ARIS, Nov.

elves,

and as one wanders around

like city with tiny horses no
larger ,than dogs, and coaches that
bring to mind the transformation of
the pumpkin, and the little people

themselves, one feels like a giant, who
in his wrath, might crush any one of
these midgets with the uplifting of a
foot.

The queen among the three hundred

mites iscundisputedly the Countess
Magri, or, as she‘is more generally
Known by the publle, Mrs. General

Tom Thumb

This' little woman is today, after 5i
years ; of life’. behind | the footlights,
charming the Parisian public and the
hordes of*tourists from all. countries

by' her sweetness of manner,and nat-
ural charms Just as in the days of
our mothers and grandmothers, the

celebrated Lilllputian, who has reached
the ago of 68, 18 a8 marvelous as ever
Age seams to lLiave touched this lov-
able Jitlle creature very lightly Her
halr sthil retuins ity dark brolwn' caolor,
and although she Is stouteér than she
wis, her buoyancy and sprightliness
of step are thosc of a young woman or
rather of a <hild

The clever Yankee showman, P.
Barnum, frst discovered her and im-
mediately engaged her to appear at
the old. American , Museum In New
York. At that tline she was Known
by her malden name—Lavinia Warren,
Sa grent wasg her success that the wily
Barnum grasped the. situation and re-
alized-that the “lttlo falries” would be
one -of his strongest features. After
a prolonged and painstaking search for
others, he found the midget, Charles
Stratton, and engaged him for the
American museuin. *

T

WONDERFUL PRESENTS.
The professlonal acqguaintance of
these twa little people soon took

Cupid. ever on the
alert for fresh vietims, did not hesi-
tnte Lo entrap these two tiny hearts
in lis net and his effective work cul-
minated in @ marriage which oceurred
in 1862, Rich citizens vied with each

other in showing thelr appreciation of

this wonderful little couple by present-
ing them with the most mlscellancous
assortment of gifts. A sewing ma-
chine, perfect In every detall, one and
height, was given Lo
Mrs, General Tom Thumb by a well-

wn manufacturcr. Then there were
al:n;:ia:"m no higher than the seat of a
chair, the keys of which were about
the size of a blade In & small
knife and with the full number of oc-
::;cn’.imlcut wood and upholstered in
the finest satins, resembling furniture
fit for the ordinary doll.

pen-

chalrs, beds, ete, all made of

"'I‘h.’-n began & dazzling career for
General Tom Thumb and his wife.
Parhaps no living celebrity has traveled
more wiles than this little lady, who is
only 32 inches tall. In the 20 years
of - their marrled life General Tom
Thumb and his wife were the pets of
royalty The late Queen Victorla,
whenever they were in England, nevey
failed to give the royal order that they
should appear before her and the royal
family at Windsor castle. On these
eventful occaslons all state ceremony
18 dispensed with and the dignified
queen was like an enthusiastic child
when entertaining them. Many preci-
ous =ouvenirs remaln In the countess's
possesslon as silent witnesses of the
good queen's friendship.

When King Edward was Prince of
Wales they recelved a royval mandate
to appear at Marlborough House, King

Victor Emmanuel, the hero of united
Italy, sought thelr presence, the one-
time, beautiful and. powerful empress

of France, Eugenie, received them with
enthusia while the other great Eu-

ropeans personages’ whom t have
been “‘commanded” to meet are the old
Emperor Frederlek of Germany, Na-
poleon I and Pope Pius IX.
MEETING WITH LINCOLN,
The countess in her  tiny, birdlike

voice. recounts her first meeting with
President Lincoln. Of all the peaple
whom she has met. he is the one who
impressed himself most forcibly on her
memory.  Lincoln gave a reception at
the.White House in her honor where
the members of the cabinet and all the
distinguished Washingtonians gath-
ored to pay her homage. At this de-
lightful recollection her eye brightens
and a smile of satisfaction overspreads
ber countenance. - An instant later o
look of gravity comes into her face for
the association brings up the croel end-
Ing of the martyred president. Tha
assasgin,  J, ' Wilkes Booth, beforo
America's’ greatest tragedy. was her
ardent friend.

MARRIES ITALIAN COUNT.

Threa years after the death of her
husband, General Tom Thumb, which
occurred 26 years ago. she marriad an
Ttalian, Count Magrvl, of Lilliputian
fame. He Is n most congenlal consort
for this_intelligent little lady, speaking
fluently Italian, French and English.
Lilke the majority of 1taly's sons he %
an enthusiastie devotee of all the arts,
music perhaps having the preference.

This doll-like countess, the smallest
titled woman in the world, has a most
active mind.  Her intelligence {8 very
keen and her sense of humor is evident
In her conversation.

Some of the questions asked her by
the French people cause her no end of
amugement, while at other tlmes they
are too personal to bo really relished.
One eager and s=olicitous Frenchwomin

asked her where she was born. Realiz-
Ing that in all probability the question-
er would not understand where her
native town Mliddleborough was, the
countess simply answered that it was

“Boston,” "Is that New York?" tho
anxious visitor asked,
Thoroughly disheartened the  dis-

mayed lttle woman calmly waved har
baby arm and guletly answered—"Yes "
The (‘ountess Magri Is a falthful fol-
lower of Christian science.

Two years ago a law was cnacted
which permitted the governmen to
“afford ajd to shipping companles | giplomacy of the great powers Is
which presented featurch of compe- strong and influential, because ifleets

tence, sollidity, and of general Interest,””

In-his speech at Antwerp on June 12 | hind it
exploit
will provide us

last King Leopold indicated how the
money was to be found for the con-
struction of the fleet.
it as a mercantile marine, true to his
cautlous tatles, but all his hearers
know the feet he projected would,
while carrying goods, be constructed
and armed for war,
COLONTAL AMEBITIONS,

“We have 70 niles of coast,” said
the king, “and Antwerp could be the
port of the continent. The necessity
of Belglap ships Is recognized. The

and armles, which we have

He referred to | means.
ritorles In the Congo to the creators

of Belgian shipping?"

« not, are be-
We must create colonles and
mines the revenues of which
with the Indispansable
Why #hould we nol grant ter-

Here the truth was out. The Belgian

fleet 18 to be created with Congo gold.
Hollund will supply tha nucleus of the
fleet. That country has already a navy
conslsting of eight battleships, seven
crulsers, ‘some gunboats, and nearly 0
torpedo boeats.
most
ing sallors. Nearly 9,000 men mun g

It has. what Belgium
lncks a race of skilful und dar-

“plstol.

fleet, and from its 600 naval officors
communders can be drawn to Instruct
the Belgian recruits,

The Helglan army has increased to
threatening proportions without at
tracting the attention of the great
powers, and the Belglun navy will
spring into existence befors the pow-
ers huve time to think about it. When
the next war comes, the TUnited
Netherlunds fnstead of falling before
France or Germany muay be .
nexing Luxdmbourg, coercing bellig-
crents on the contlnént, even dictat-
Ing terms to England from behind
Antwerp, the loaded and poln
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