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I1 A diew assault has been made against
ame church in all the books and

1 that I1 have read that have
boft penned in hostility there has not
befeea one that has not contained false
frood the utah commission sent
here under the edmunds act have
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madeamade a majority report to the secre-
tary of the interior in which they d
great injury to this community it
may appear in the DESERET NEWS
it might be deemed questionable
whether we should pubpublishIs such things
against ourselves but it appears to
me that thetheyy should be to
the saints that they may weigh them
it is not necessary to publish
everything of a scurrilous character
that is said ur as it
would engross too much of our
attention to the exclusion of sub

that are more profitable
it is necessary that the saintsS eints should
know what is said against them and
that some one should show the other
side when the church is belledbelied there
ought to be a refutation of the mis
statements ts the majority of the utah
commission in the report alluded to
have sought to make it appear that the
people are dominated bybi their leaders
in political mattersmatter that they are by
them treated as politiccl1 serfs the ob-
ject is19 that we might be kept in territ-
orial vassalage and be denied the
rights accorded to other people it
may be ungenerousgenerous to say so but it
looks as if cheflh utah commission were
influenced by a desire to retain their
pplaceslaces and salaries they may possi-
bly however believebellegie their own state-
ments although they are false the
report states that 41 male persons in 1890
entered into the relation of plural mar-
riage they give no names nor other
data the reason is obvious in the
manifesto issued by the president of
the church this statement was denied
most emphatically the action of the
head of the church was endorsed by
the people in general conference the
report says that the commission had
information that in 1891 eighteen such
marriages occurred I1 khow of no such
marriages in 1891 and do not believe
one has taken place the commission
cast reflections upon the sincerity of
the churchch in the issuance of the man-
ifesto and of the commcommunityu ui ty I1inn the dis-
solution of the peoplespeopled party and the
division of the people on national party
lines any person who witnessed
the spirit of the people when
divisionJ I1 vision took place might have
imagined that they were a little toooo
intense and zealous on the question
we ought to know whether we are
sincere and whether we have been
coerced or dictated by the leaders of
the church I1 have been in the
church many years and am acquaint-
ed with the leaders of it and have
traveled a good deal among the people
I1 know that I1 have not been domin-
ated or coerced in political matters I1
have never seen anything of that char-
acter the people have voted as they
pleased we have had the secret bal-
lot and the authorities of the church
could not know bow a person
voted if they had wished the franchise
was taken from the women of utah
because it was claimed that they voted
as they were told just as if a woman
could be induced to do anything that
she diandidnit want to

we are a free people and our leading
men have not led us into bondage therhe
statements to the contrary are untrue
I1 am sorry for a man who bears false
witness against his neighbor for god
will judge him in the future as jujn
the past the people will be free and
they will join whatever political party

they please to identify themselves
with

the latter day saints are an
honest and sincere people As a
citizen of the united states I1
protest against my acts and theirs be-
ing misrepresentedmisrepresentted to the government
of the united states

the speaker continued for some
time showing that the charge of there
being an amalgamation of church
and state in utah lais baseless and
untrue

president woodruff
said I1 want to bear recrecordrd to this
congregation andana to heaven and earth
that what I1brother penrose has said isin
true and as a proof of this I1 will say
that I1 hadbad a great desire in my heart
at the last election that we might
aggharne some republicans in our
legislature and we have not got
one here is brother lund brother
lund is one of the apostles I1 bellerebelleme
he is a republican he ran but did
not get elected this shows that if I1
had anything to do wi h it I1 certainly
hadbad no influence with the people for
we have got no republicans in the
legislature

apostle mosesmose rbI1 batcheratcher
said that by request I1 hebe would en-
deavor to make a few remarks he
hadbad entertained for years pronounced
views on the union of church and
state whatever was the opinion of
others he had felt for years that to
unite the church and state in autauthori-
ty

borl
would lead to anarchy and possibly

to revolution lula some periods of the
history of the world god hadbad allowed
the people to have their spiritual headbead
asaa their king as in the casecam of ancient
israel but at the same time he had
warned them of the danger of suchasuch a
situation this idesidea of the union of
church and state had arisen from our
bellefantbelbelieflefandand longing for the time to comebome
when jesus would reign askingas king of
kings did jesus not say when here
that he w uld notdot then rule but
would do so at his future coming Is
there any harm or sin I1IDa our looking
forward to a union of church aimand
state underonder the great creator of all

we are citizens of a form of govern
ment which we have declared was luin

in its inception under a conati
aution given by the spirit of god we
understand the necessity of
giving hearty obedience to
the laws of our country we
say these insinuations and ameiasser-
tions made by our enemies are untrue
and we hereby enter our solemn pro
test against such ininjusticefustice

when troublous times come as they
will the youth of this people will stand
forth on the backbone of this countrycountr
from canada to mexico and upholdof
the gloglancusricus principles of civil and re-

ligious liberty endowed by the con-
stitutionution of our country

elder frfranklinaim klin 8 richards
said in substance that he was
pleased to bear his testimony to the
truth of the gospel for this testimony
hebe was more thankful than totor anyr
thing else on earth he realized his
own and friends weaknesses but with
all he knew they as well as him-
self were struggling with all
their strength to 11liveve soBO as to
some day be so perfect as to at

amt aba


