ment Lo epact such fawa that will insure
the speedy scgregalion of all arid and
timber land by the United States Con-
gress,

Mr. Sheiton of Oregon spoke hriefly
favoring the relegation of the public
lands to the States and Territorics.

Mr. C. C. Goodwin was called for
and. spoke very hbumorously at some
length on his experiences {n Nevada
and California, His dry good pature
kept the assembly in a ruar of merri-
ment. .

MR. IRISH
then offered a 1esclution as followi:

Resolved, That this convontion is in
favor of graming in trust to the States
and 'Territories needful of irrigation all
lands now a part of Lhe public domain
within such Siates and Territories, ex-
cepting minoral lands, for the ?“rposo of,
developing irrigation lo ronder lands,now
arid, fortile and capable of supporting a
population.

Resolved, That sald grant of land
should be made by 1be United Statos so
conditloned that the States receiving the
benefit shall use the funds received I'rom
the sale of such lands to invest in irrign-
tion securities or ihe construction of {rri-
gation works.

Resolved that the trust so created shall
be so conditioned to seeure the ownershi
of land te actual cultivators in amall
holdings Dot excesding 320 acres, socured
against extortion In the use of water
rights,

Qentlemeon, believing as 1 have lis-
teped carefully today and with pleasure
every moment to the disoussion and to
the expression of opinion that these
resglutionLs when briefly explalued
embody the sentiment of the conven-
tion, it is my purpose to move that this
committee, at the close of my remarks,
rise and report these resolutions to the
convention 8s the sense of the commit-
tee, Then they come hefore the con-
vention itself for ite action. Now,
we have heard today of all the differ-
ent varieties of lands yet a purt of the
public domain within these Btates and
Tesritories discussed. We nre dJeal-
ing, gentlemen, in ils essence, hot with
a new question. We ara dealing with
a question in this conventlon as old s
the appearance of the A nglo-Baxon
race ip the earliest American colony.
We are dealing with a question of in-
creage by immigraticn of the popula-
tlon of a section of our country. Every
nation that has a civilization and a
government that partakes of ity eenti-
ment is today, eitherin one form or
the other, dealing with precisely the
same question that has called ue to.
gether,the question of population, Those
that are overcrowded are offering
bounties to their people to migrate—to
go to some storage land, and those to
whom the reception of these strange
people is Dot tasteful are taking mea-
fures by leglslation and by executive
acgtion to restrict the coming of these
strangers that are sent from ahroad,
In cne form or other every civilized
people on earth is dealing in its states-
manship and its legislatlon with this
same question of population, which la
the essence of the issue that bas called
us together. Now the resolutions that
I have read smhbody the deaiing with
the forest lands, with the grazing lands
and with the arid lands, Within the
scope of that firet resolution there le
room for a policy agreeable to the peo-
ple concerned, touching the final dis-
position and devotion to human use of

-each ot these varleties of land. How
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best ean we persuade the Congress of
this republic to give us the opportunity
for this separate and useful dealing
with these three varieties of land
that make np the pablic _do-
main within the Htatee and Ter-
ritories that we represent? Hhball we
ask jt as a donation outright? Shall
weask it as a gift? Shall wae ask he-
tween the United States and these
Statea and territories the relation of
donor and donee without condition. In

imy own judgment to prefer that re-l

quest would be unwise, because I do
not believe that the Congress of the
United States can ever he su moved
Iupon ay to grant it. Then shall we ask
it v an alternative? Shall we ask the
creation between the nation and those
States and territories of the relation of
| truster and trustee? For my own part
{and I haveyiven some study and what
judgment I have io a consideratinn of
our relations to the federal government
as they may affect this question) [ be.-
leve that the relation of truster and
|tru‘stee is that which we should seek,
under such conditions as shall pro.
tect the rights of the individua]
citizen. For I beg to say to you
now, men-—you are Americans—thag
unless now, at the very beginning, ang
in the continuance of the forcing of
this lssue upon publie attention, auy
in its final conclusion, at each step any
process of the work that we have in
hand, we have in view all the time the
fact that out of our work should issue
what? The right of the American
citizen, the busband of a wife and the
father of a family to acquire without
exertion land upon which to build his
home. Unlesg we congider the intervety
of the actual settler as agajnst the self.
ish
world, then all that we do here today
will have heen done in vaulty and itg
result will be vexation of spirlt. [Ap.
plause.] Then in order that we may
preserve by the best possible meansthe
right of the actual eettler,to make him.
el 1 home and by his own freside tg
rear an American family that we may
throw around him every protection,
let us place his rights within that re.
Iation of trustor and trustee, so that ir
the Biate, the trustee, nearest in rels
tion to him,shall forget his rights,there
is an appeal to he made by him to the
senge of justice, which from the firgt
Congreess that met in the city of Phila.
delphia under the Constitution of 178¢
until this hour has never heen appealad
to in vain, earpestly in the Congress of
the United States. [Applause.] Thep
let us seek the relation of trustor and
truntee,

Mr. [rish then moved that the comy-
mittee arige and report favorably on the
resoluticn.

This was objected o by Mr. New-
lands, and a stormy debate followed,

Senator Warren was called for apd
sajd he did not intend te impose upan
their attention at so late an hour; byt
ag he had witnessed the great changes
in this region during the quarterof a
century past, he could bear witness of
the wonders irrigation bhad wrought.
A8 to the best mmethods, he would defar
to Califoruia or Colorado,. in fact he
had come to listen, not teach. ‘The
transformation in Utah which he
alone shad wilnessed was proof that
more of the human family could pe
cured for in an firrigating country.
than any other. The garden of Edep

intereats of all the rest of the|.
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wae in an arid region,and the life drops
of water were turned on to make it
bloom. SBmall holdings with high
state of cultivalion was now the poliey,
Lf tweuty avres would support a fam-
ily, this region would yet outnumber
the east.

Ag to the ideas to bhe focussed, he
could see an advantage in eelecting a
point of atlack and pressing it. The
east must be treated cautiously, for one
or two States had more power in con-
greea than all which were represented
in this body. Be just hut valiani in
our demands, imitate California by a
dash and persistency which have made
| her famolis and success would erown

the efforts of this convention.

AGHREEMENT REACHED.

The following was then agreed on:
That the conimiitee rise and request
the congress to order the committes on
j resolutions to repert at the morning
session, and that the commitiee of the
whole be discharged.

A vote of thanks was tendered for
the large irrigation map preseuted by
Prof. Bailey, nnd Senator Stewart was
requested to hnve the same coneplcu-
ously displayed at the national capital,

THUREDAY MORNING.

The congress resimed session at 8
o'clock, and Mr. [rish for the commit-
tes on resolutione offeted the following
amented report:

Resolved, That this congressis in favor
of granting in trust to the Statos and Ter-
ritories needful of irrigation all lands now
a partof the public domain within such
States and Territories, excepting miueral
lands, for the purpose of developing
irrigation to render the lands mow arid,
fertilo nnd capable of sapporting 8 popu-
lation.

Resolved, That sald grant of lands
should be made by the United States, a0

| conditione that the Stats or Territory re-

eoiving the benefit shull use tho tunds
derived from the sale or lease of such
Jands to promote the recluination of arid
lands, any surplus remalning to be added
to the school fund of the Siate or Terri-
fory in which such surplus oceurs. -

lgesulvad, That the troat s® created
Bhall bo so conditioned as to securs the
ownership of Irrigsbie land to nctual set-
tlers In snitable holdings,

‘The comimitiee 0! the whole wan
resumed and Mr. Mills of Callifornia
took the tloor in ad vocacy of the report.
The apeaker made ai eloquent appeal
which was listened teo with the most
rigorous attention,but did not win over
Mr. Newlands, who despite the appar-
ent favor created for the report offered
a minority report on the third pro-
visjon.

Mr. Hollister moved to amend the
first resolution, by adding the words
“aid for the support of public schools
and for such other purposes as the aaid
Btates and terrjtories slisll determine,??

Mr. Irish opposed the Utah amend-
| ment. We want, said he, population
{ first, If after the devotion of every
doltlar necessary for irrigation there is
something leit forachools,then let them
have it. Without population you reed
no schooils. We are here to promote
irrigation first and exclusively till it is
disposed of. Inthe second resviution
we have goue as far as we can in di-
verting the funds from the direct
course of irrigation.

Mr. King—~I wish }0 oppose the
previous speaker, [ believe the sentl-
moent of the West has always been on
the side of edueatlon. We wich to

-



