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omecome here he understood its work
and its lineage he also understood
perfectly well that he waswaa going away
from this earth but we did not know it
until after hebe was put to death I1 was
lain boston with president young the
very hour hebe and his brother hyrum
were killed the very moment they
were slainalain and in that moment there
was a power ofdarkness surrounded us
a feeling of heaviness that I1 never felt
before I1 have never seen president
young feel so badly in my life before as
he did that hour

after that we departed for our mis-
sion not knowing anything of this
terrible tragedy until we received an
account of their death some time after-
wards we were then informed that
the prophets of god were slain we
returned to nauvoo it has been re
heated to you here tonight what waswaa
done at that conference in nauvoo I1
do not know whether there is any one
present here tonight but myself who
was there at the conference there are
but few living who were present on
that occasion brigham stepped orthonh
as a leader of israel as has been said
here tonight by brother roberts and
sidney rigdonbigdon also tried to get the
presidency but when hishim name was
put to a vote before the conference of
the latter day saints and they were
asked if they wanted him as their
leader as their president as their
guardianardianCuItu to lead them to guide them
indand direct them to the celestial king-
dom brigham said all who doraisedordo raisealse
yourtour right hand 1 and I1 did not see a
handband raised in his favor in that con-
gregationgre gationt 0

afiheD Bbrighamr thenthe asked if they
wanted the twelve apostles to step
forth and magnify their calling and
build up the church and establish the
kingdom of god in all the earth all
who do raise your right handband and
almost every soul in that congregation
voted and when brigham young
arose and commenced speakingaking as
has been said if my eyes
had not been so80 1I could see it I1
hadbad not seenbeen him with my own eyes
there is no one that could have con-
vinced me that it was not joseph smith
speakingpeaking it was as the voice and face
of joseph smith and any oneoae can tes-
tify to this who was acquainted with
thesetheme two men

several men have claimed authority
to lead the church but the prophet
joseph never conferred any such au-
thority upon a y man the keys of the
presidency after his death were holdheld
by the twelve apostles and by them
only until the council of the first
presidency was reorganized

I1 namedame these things to show that the
lord has put hisbis mark of approval
upon the acts of the apostles who fol-
lowed the prophet joseph smith in
the establishment of this great work
upon the earth and the priesthood
shall continue here and the work in-
crease until jesus christ shall come in
the clouds of heaven

I1 wish here to ask a question how
hasfaas every man who has gone duon his
own authority and left the church and
undertaken to build up the church
succeeded how has he prosperedhow
has he done why lustjust asan they did
who tried to establish StranStrangglomlsna appp

bd Bigdonlsna and every other
elsm thattat haa ever arisen TOVtiey
ai sona overboard thistb power and

influence of god have not been with
them the priesthood hasbag not been
with them the lord has not called
them to do that work they tried and
the result hasbaa been a failure a com-
plete failure every time

on the other hand how has he pros-
pered and blessed those who have gone
forth to the nations of the earth and
declared the gospel of christ to the
millionsmil liong upon millions of their fellow
men why he has prospered and
blessed them richly and opened their
way to success who are they who
have gone forth to the nations of the
earth and who have visited the islands
of the sea and have accomplished this
great work of gathering built cities
and reclaimed the desert not those
who tried to lead differentdifterent factions
from the church not thosethorse who were
ambitious to lead the people of god
but it has been the elders of israel
those who have received the priest
hood from the hands of joseph smith
and his followers or through the au-
thority which god gave them who
are they who came here to these val-
leys1 ye of the mountains which had been
pointed out by the finger of god who
are they who have built these temples
and erected edifices to the great
jehovah why it isin the same class of
men that waswaa true to joseph those
who have been true to god and the
covenants they have made has god
made any mistake readbead the ravel
actions of the almighty they speak
for themselvesthemselven the lord has ap-
pointed this people to come to this
land this isin a great work we are liv-
ing in a great dispensation the dis-
pensationpensation of toethe last days the lord
has not deceived any one in this mat-
terter he will deceive no man in regard
to this work this people have trav-
eled from place to place ever since the
organization ofthis today
they are settled here in the valleys of
there mountains and have prospered
and increasedcreasedia marvelously and they
will continue to grow and increase in
strength and power until christ comescomas
upon the earth

A man cannot leave this church
wwithoutI1 phout the power of god leaves hhimI1 m
it has been the power of the priesthood
that made men great and no man can
handle it only according to the order
of god it they do they will fall as
has been stated in the revelations of
god read by brother robertsroberta thisthia even-
ing I1 want to sayaay to the young men
of israel go and do what is14 right you
need have no fears regarding thetae au-
thority of this work the lord has
called the weak things of thisthib earth
he has called them from the plow from
the plane and workshop and the ham-
mer

bam-
mer he hasbaa taken the illiterate men
of the world and sent them forth to
preach the gospel tota the inhabitants
of the earth even theLord jesus
chchristriot was born in a stable and cradled
in a manger he came forth and ful-
filled the prophecies his whole life
was one of poverty and affaaffliction he
waswaa scorned and hatedbated by the world of
mankind hlahis apostles were se-
lected from among the poor and
the humble of the earth so
it is with the men who have led the
church in thesethem days they have
been called from various vocations
they have been men who were hum-
ble41 awl god hasbas boon with them

I1 god himhas established hiseffis work and he

banbaa sent ministers to the different
nations of the earth

I1 wish to say to the latter dday
saints all that we have to do tois to be
faithful to keep his commandmentscommand mento
to be humble to seek him in migh-
ty prayer and all will be- well with us

there has been a great deal of work
done in this dispensation the lord
called this people here to the valleys
of the mountains in fulfillment of
prophecy old father jacob in bless-
ing joseph and ephraim told them
what would take place to them and
their posterity to the latest generation
that their blessings should extend to
the utmost bounds of the everlasting
hills we are here as descendants of
joseph and ephraim and abraham
who were patriarchs and holy men
of god they had the priesthood and
it has been continued and handed
down from generation to generation
as long as god has had a people upon
the earth he has revealed it in this
dispensation through the prophet
joseph and it is here to stay and will
remain until christ comes

1I want to say to the young men and
maidens of the latter day saints
have no fears from what you bear
through the outside world or from
those who are professing to build up
the kingdom of god but who havehare
not got the priesthood as established
by the almighty through joseph
smith if you will do your duty all
will be right I1 am thankful for the
privilege of livingjiving so long I1 have
seen the progress of this work almost
from the commencement I1 thank
god for what I1 see today I1 see great
improvement but there isin still great
room for improvement among us now

I1 wish to say to our young menmem
here tois an evil powerhoweraa growing power
of darkness around and amongst us
the power of darkness desires to lead
the young men of israel astray they
think if they can do this if they can
get them to do evil and wickedly they
can weaken this church but our
yyoungoung men are raised up to follow in
tthe footstepstoot steps of their fatherland not to
be easily led astray
II11 pray god my heavenly father to

blewbless the litterlatter day salutesaints that we
may all have faith in god and in the
revelations and promises he has given
and toin all the truths we have received
and if we do soao all will be well with
us we have come here upon a mis-
sion our mission is a great and re

one it is mighty in fact
we have been called to leave our homes
our fathers our mothers our wives
our children all that Is dear to us andaad
to go abroad to preach the gospel to
tthehe inhabitants of the earth we
have been called to do this and asan
brother joseph smith said itif we do
not round up ourcur shoulders and help
to bear off this kingdom we shallhall be
damned no man can receive the
priesthood from the handsbands of the al-
mighty and abuse it but what it will
bearbest upon his headbead

therefore let us all old and young
improve the time live our religion
have faith in god andaad his works the
lord brought us here his power has
been upon us by his power and his
blessings we have built temples and
beautified homes and there has nevornever
been a people that I1 know of that havebave
ever hadbad the power to rear as many

temastemjs in so short a time an we havebave


