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came here. He understood ite work
and its lineage. He aleo underatood
perfectly well that he was going away
from this earth; but we did not know it
until after he was put to death. I was
in Boston with President Young the
very hour he and his brother Hyrum
were killed—the very moment they
were staln. Andin that moment there
was a power of darknesssurrounded us,
a feeling of heaviness that [ never felt
before, I have never seen President
Young feelzo hadly in my life hefore as
he did that bour.

After that we departed for our mis-
gion, not knowing anything of this
terrihle tragedy witil we received an
account of their death some time after-
wards. We were then informed that
the Prophets of God were slain. We
returned to Nauvoo. It has been re-
peated to you here tonight what was
done at that conference in Nauvoo, I
do not know whether there is any one
present here tonight but myeeif who
was there at the conference —there are
but few living who were present on
that oceasion. Brigham stepped orlh
as a Jeader of Israel, as has been eaid
here tonight by Brother Roberts, nnd
Sldney Rigdon also tried to get the
presidency; but when his hame was
put to s vote before the conference of
the Latter-day Baints, and they were
asked if they wanted him as their
leader, as their president, as their
guardian to lead them, to guide them
and direct them to the Celestial King-
dom, Brigham said: “All who do,ralse
your right band,” and [ did not see a
hand rajsed in his favor in that con-
gregation.

He (Brigham) then asked if they
wanted the Twelve Apostles to atep
forth and magnify their calling and
bufld up the Church and estnblish the
Kingdom of God it all the earth, ‘“Ajt
who do ralse your right hand,?”’ and
almost every soul in that congregation
voted; and when Brigham Young
arose and commenced ppeaking, as
has heen #aid, if my eyes
had not been 8o I could see, it L
had not eeen him with my own eyes,
there is no one that could have con-
vinced me that it was not Joseph Bmith
speaking. It was as the voice and face
of Joseph Smith; aud any one can tes-
tify to this who was acquointed with
these two men.

Reverai men have clalmed authority
to lead the Church, but the Prophet
Joreph never conferred any such au-
thority upob & y man. The keys of the
Presidency after his death were held
by the Twelve Aposties, and by them
only, until the Couneil of the First
Presidency was reorganized.

I name there things to show that the
Lord has put hia mark of approval
upon the ncts of the Apostles who fol-
lowed the Prophet Joseph 8mith in
the estuhlishment of this great work
upon the earth; and the Priesthood
ehall continue here and the werk in-
crease until Jesas Christ shall come in
the cloudns of bhesven,

I wish here to ask a question. How
has every man who has gone en his
own authority and left the Chureh and
tindertaken to huild up the Church,
succeeded? How has he prospered,how
har he done? Why, fustas they did
who tried to establish ‘‘SBtrangism,”’
and ‘‘Rigdonism,*” and every other
*jym?’? that has ever arisen? They
have gone overboard. The power and

infiluence of God bhave not been with
them; the Priesthood has not heen
with them; the Lord has not calied
them to do that wurk they tried, and
the result has been a failure—a com-
plete failure every time.

On the other hand, how hins He pros-
pered and blessed those who have gode
forth to the nations of the earth and
declared the Gospel of Christ to the
millions upon millions of their fellow
men? Why, He has proapered and
biessed them richly, and opened their
way to success. Who are they who
have gone forth to the nations of the
earth and who bave visited the islanda
of the sea, and have accomplished this
great work of gathering, built cities
and reclaimed the desert? Not those
who tried to Jead diflerent factions
from the Cburoh, not those who were
ambitious to lead the people of God,
but it has been the Elders of lesrael,
those who have received the Prieat-
hood from the hands of Joseph Smith
and his followers, or through the au-
thority which Glod gave them. Who
are they who came here to these val-
leys of the mountains which had been
polnted out by the finger of God? Who
are they who have buiit these Temples
and erected edificea to the great
Jehovah? Why, it is the pame class of
men that was true to Joseph, thoee
who have been true to God and the
covenants they have made. Has God
made any mistake? Read the Ravel-
ations of the Almighty; they speak
for themselves. The Lord has ap-
pointed this people to come to this
iand; this is a great work; we are liv-
ing in a great dispepesation—the dia-
pensation of the last days. The Liord
has not deceived any one in this mai-
ter; He will deceive no man in regard
to this work., This people have trav-
eled from place to place ever since the
organization of this Churchb,until today
they nre settled here in the valleys of
there mountaine and have prospered
and increased marvelously; and they
will continue to grow and increase in
strength and power uatil Christ comes
upon the earth.

A man cannot leave this Church
witbhout the power of God leaves him,
It has been the power of the Priesthood
that made men great; and no man can
handle it only according to the order
of God. If they do they will fall, as
has been stated in the revelations of
(God read by Brother Roberts this even:
ing. I wanttosay to the young men
of Ierael, go and do what is rignt; you
need have no fears regarding the au-
thority of this work, The Lord has
called the weak things of this earth.
He has called them from the plow,from
the plane and workshop and the ham-
mer—He bas taken the illiterate men
of the world and sent them forth to
preach the Gouspel to the inhabitants
of the earth, Fven the Lord Jesus
Chriet was bord in astable and cradled
in a manger, He came forth and ful-
filled the prophecies, His whole life
was one of poverty and affliction. He
was scoroed and hated by the world of

mankind. His Apostles were pe-
lected from among the poor and
the humble of the earth, So

it is with the men who have led the
Church in these days. They have
been called from varlous vocations.
They have been men who were hum-
hle, and Glod has been with them.
God has estahlished His work, and He

has sent ministers to the different
nations of the earth.

I wish to say to the Latter-day
Baints, all that we have to do Is to be
faithful, to keep H!s commandments,
to be humble, to seek Him In migh-
ty prayer and all will ber well with us,

There has heen a great deal of work
done in this dispepsation, The Lord
called this people bere to the valleys
of the mountains in fulfillment of
prophecy. Old father Jacob, in blesa-
ing Joseph and Ephralm, told them
what would take place to them and
their posterity to the latest generation;
that their blessings should extend to
the utmost bounds of the everlasting
hills. We are here as descendauts of
Joseph and Ephraim, and Abrabam,
who were patriarchs and hely men
of God., They bad the Priesthood, and
it has been continued and handed
down from geuneration to generaticn
as long as God has had a people upon
the earth. He haa revealed it in this
dispensation through the Prophet
Joseph and it is here to stay and will
remain until Christ cones,

I want to say to the young men and
maidens of the Latter-day Balnts,
have no fears from what you hear
through the outside world or from
those who are professing-to build up
the kingdom of God, hut who have
not got the Priesthood as estahlished
by the Almighty through Joseph
8mith. [f you will do your duty all
will be right. I am thankful for the
privilege of living so long. I have
aeon the progress of this work almost
from the commeucement, I thank
God for what T see today, I see great
improvement but there is still great
room for improvement among us now,

I wish to say to our young men,
here is An evi] power,a growing power
of darkness around and amongst us.
The power of darkness desires to lead
the young men of Israelastray. They
tbink if they can do this, if they can
getthem to do evil and wickedly, they
can weaken this Church. But our
young men are raised up to follow in
the toutateps of their fathers,and not to
be easily led aptray.

I pray God my Heavenly Father to
blese the Latter-day Baiute, that we
may all have faith in God and in the
revelations and promises He has given,
and in all the truths we have received,
and if we do po, all will be well with
us, We have come here upon a mia-
slon, Qur mission s a great and re-
sponsible one; it is migbty. In fact,
we have been ealled to leave our homes,
our rathers, our mothers, our wives,
our children, all that 18 dear to us, and
to go abroad to preach the Gospel to
the inhabltants of the earth. We
have been called to do this, and as
Brother Joseph Smith said, if we do
not round up cur shoulders and help
to bear off thiz kingdom, we rhall be
damned. No man can receive the
Priesthood from the hands of the Al-
mighty and abuse it but what it will
be avswered upon his head.

Therefore, let us all, old and young,
improve the time, Jive our religion,
have faith in God and His works. The
Lord brought us here, His power haa
been upon us; by His power and His
hlessings we have bullt temples and
beautifled homes; and there has never
been a peoplethat I know of that have
ever had the power to rear as many
temples In so short & time a8 we have



