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marked abscence of crime, and con-
cluded his remarks as follows:

‘‘Take, for instance, your own county
[Carlow]. It maintaing ila eminent
character for tranquility and order. There
is only one prisoner returned for trial in
ft. In the couniy of the town of Drog-
heda it is the same. In the county of
Louth there are only two cases, County
Meath only two, Queen’s County only
two, County Wexford two. Inthe Coun-
tﬂ of Wicklow there are three. From
the county of the city of Kilkenny there
does not cnme a single case for trinl.*?

THE RUSSIAN SUFFERING.

Count LE0 Torsto1r, the eminent
Rusrlan novelist and philanthropist,
has a six-column article on the famine
among his countrymen in a receut
Issue of the New York World.

He begins by referring briefly to the
acquaintance of the outside world with
the condition and locality of the
famine-stricken districts, this having
been accomplished by means of mail
and telegraphic communication and
the press, and the reproaches bestowed
because of alleged apathy and indiffer-
ence. These reproaches he claims to
be exaggerated, if not entirely ground-
less,and ¢TI have,” he says ‘‘come to
the conclusion that soclély and the
Zemstyos have byen straining every
Derve to help them, apd that their
efforts have attalned a degree of_ten-
sion which admits only of relaxzation,
not of increase of energy.’’ So, also,
he snys the central government are do-
ing, thejr contributions being in the
form of alms, public works and grutu-
ftous fuel. These efforts, added to
those of charitable societies, churches,
fournalists, men of letters, and the
more wealthy in the various depart-
ments of life, are all that could he ex-
pected, '

He sayp, if the results of all these
eflorts are Inadequate, the fault is not
essentially with the government or
society. The relations of the govern-
ment fo the people are more to blame,
and these he makes clear, prefacing his
explanations with the startling state-
ment that the culminating peint of
the distrees has not yet been reached.
Two thlngs, which appear to theauthor
a8 the cardinal omissions In that behalf,
are the fallure to supply seed corn to
the peasantry who needed it, and not
Eiving them gratuitous fuel from the
Btate forests.

Theee faults seem to us so simple, 8o
ensily overcome, that it s only by a
perusal of the entire article we can be
made to understand how it is that such
seemingly trivial cirecumstances con-
stitute the keynote in the great wail of
distrers that surgesup and out from
the Muscovite peasantry.

Most of the seed corn farnished came
80'late that its objectjwas not accom-

plished and the hungry ones were
compelled to devour it at oncve instead
of reserving it for the use degigned;
and of thefuel distribution Tolstoisays
that on Beptember 18 *“permission was
aocorded to the famtlies of necessitous
farmers to gather dry, windfallen
wood in the forests belonging to the
Btate, which, however, were situated
at such considerable distances from the
villages on which this privilege was
conferred, that the peasants, none of
whom had any hay for thelr horses,
found it absolutely impossibie to cart
it home. I know for certaln that in
my district not a single peasant pro-
fifed by the boon.*’

This represents a state of affairs not
couflned to one or & few instances or
localities, but is widespread and gen-
eral, being dwelt upon by the writer at
considerable length.

The question as to whether there is
famine oronly a panfc prevalent in
the stricken districts, Tolstoi answers
by a choracteristic illustration:

“If youwantto patch a hole in a coat
or other garment, it behooves you first
of all to find out the size and shape of
the rent. This is the first step whie any
reasonable man would think of iaking.
But. as it bappens, it is precisely about
the shape and size of the rent in the wel-
fare of the Russian people that the rs-
presentatives of the latter and the
government are now at sixes and
kgvens. The authorilies maintain
bat it it mo very smail and im-
perceptible that no patch i= needed,
that a patch of any kind would only
8poil the garment and render it unfit for
weal. The former contend that it is so
immense that all the cloth available
would not suffice to cover it. And while
they both stand there wrangling and
waxing bot, the loy wind ig blowing
through the bole, and the limbs of the
nnfortunate wearer are becoming stiff
and numb.’*

And then he summerjzes his aoswer
by setting forth what he saw ‘‘with
his own eyen.” In some places the
people were eating bread containing
thirty to fifty per cent. pigweed, this
being not figurately black, that is dark
or brown when applied to bread, but
inky black, heavy, clammy and bitter:

“And this is the stuff which young and
old, weak and rickly, consume; delicate
littie children ecat it; women before and
afler childbirth are nourished en it;
mothers who suckle their newhorn chil-
dren draw from it whatever strength
and notriment it can give, and the esick
and dying feed the flickering lamp of life
with it.”?

Bimilar instances are cumerous, and
even harder cases not infrequent—such
as & peasant selling three of the four
wooden wails of his hut aod burning
the fourth for fuel; buying potatostalks
of & landiord and the buyer binding
himself to till an equal amout of land
to that from which the stalks{or vines)
were taken, in payment.

The situstion is o appalling, so un-
brokenly miserable, 8o unmitigatedly,

unbearably, heartbreakingly distress-
ful that moral restraints are broken
down, drunkenness prevails whenever
and wherever the opportunity comes
for it, and it really seems that if the
prevailing distreer were to be relieved
altogether, the train of evils entailed
upon the people, as & consequence of
thelr sufferings, have taken [too Arm a
hold to be for a long period entirely
overcome. It s indeed a terrible, ter-
rible tale,

BE SENSIBLE!

THE more the qualifications of the
respective ocandidates for mumnigipal
office are canvassed,the plainer does it
become 1o reasomable people, that
either the Democratic or the Republi-
can ticket 18 far fn advance of the
“Liberal®* slate. Particularly 1s this
the case in regard to the nomlnees for
Mayor.

No one has been able, yet, in all the
flaming speeches of lusty-voiced ora-
tors, or the idiotic pow wows of bupr-
lesque Indians, to advance a single
reason why any business man ig
this city should vote for ap
auti - ““‘Mormon?’ monomanine {or
Mayor. Whatever he might be fit
for in some other walk of lifel it must
be evident ip all who knew him that
he is by nature,proclivities, experience
and personal manners and disposition
totally unsuited to the place into which
the ‘*Liberal’* bosses are determined
to foist him.

Mr. Lett, or Mr. Wells 18 s0 much
more adapted for such a position that
the idea of comparing them with Bas-
kin is truly laughable. We know the
“Liberals” have done a great many
foolish and irrational things, but we
can scarcely believe that the business
meén among them, or any who have
the interests of the city at heart, eap
oarry their slavishness to party so far
a8 to thrust such a cranky character
into the municipal executive chair.

Will not the better elements of thig
city unite sufficiently to show their
contempt for the ineult which this
nomination has put upon the capable
men among them, and quietly support
on Monday a man who will not be ag
angular and gnarled post in a round
u«nd even hole? “Country first, party
afterward.

RELIGION IN RUSSIA.

IN the Presbyterian Review for Jan-
uary the Hev. Nicholas Bjerring has
an article on ‘‘Religion in Russia
The figures which the gentleman
quotes are those of 1878. Whether
Iater reliable statistiva were obtainable
he does not déay. In that year thé




