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o tbe resl estate business, mining, ete,
When the temptiog ofter war made
bim (a few more dollars monthly) be
ave up leaching ‘‘the young ides
Ll;'now to shoot,?’ readily accepted an en-
agement a8 clerk for some wenlthy
%niner or broker and very soon diifted
Utsh politics which has and iws

into .
ing him so famoas. Had it not
:)ne:i fcfr this good fortune who knows

but that the Honorable . E. Allen of
touday might pot now be a college pro-
feaeot OF pussibly a preacher of a sec:
tarian gospel? (BSERVER.
g8aLT LAKE CITY, Oct, 24, 1892,

CONDON'S WILL.

ving taken the matter upder ad-
vlaHe:nentg for several days, Probate
Judge Bartch today gave his decision
{n the will contesat cuge In regard to the
estate of Datthew Condon, deceased.
The (acts were I'e rted in the columne
of the NEWS at the recent hearing In
the prubate court.

The testator was about fity years of
age unmaried, and formerly reslded in
mig’ city, hie place  of abode
being the Valley _Housze. He
had been eogaged In minlng parsuits,
and in this and o olber ways rRmassed
a snug f(ortune, which amounted to
somewhete about $75,000. The whole
of this he left to one of his sisters, 8
Mra. Gillle, of Eureka, cutting off his
father (who 18 upwards of eighty years
of age), his brother and snother slater
without a cent, and thils without any
apparent reason. It was on that ac-
eount—on the ground that undue in-
fluence had been brought to Fear upon
the testator by Mre. Gillis, and that he
wae iDeane at the tlme the will wan
executed — that these relatives opposed
its admistion to probate.

His Honor remarked thet this will
wan conterted on the ground that uo-
due Iz fluence had been exercised Upon
the testatcr, and that he was not of
gsonnd miod at the time of making
his will. He was of opinion, howevaer,
that the .proponents had made out a
sttong prima facie case. The evidence
of the attesting witnesses was clearon
all material points covered by the
atntute. It showed that the will was
written in the presence of the testator,
at his request, and -that he dictated a
large portion of it; aleo thal he assented
to the varlous items contained therein.
It forther appeared that the will was
first signed by the deceased
himeelf and then by the two
attesttng witnesees, at his r quest,
and in his presence, hose wllnesses
awore that at the time of the execution
of the wlil the testator wuso! sound
mind-—as mach 80 as ever be was, that
he knew his relatives, nnd that, eo far
as they could see, no undue influence
was used. As to his condition for some
time previous to the mahingof the
will, it was shown that he hud been
weak, that he drank hen\'!l)’. and was
nearly always under the mﬂuence_ of
liguor while he resided in this eity.
His slster (who lived at Eureka) was
sent for, and the testimony went
to show that from the ttme
she  arrived here she endeav-
ored to keep the drink from
her brother and have him sober.
Finally she took him to ber home, and
it would appear that nfter his arrival
there he received no stimulauts, except

such as were admlinistered by direc-
tion of his physician.

The contestants introduced some
evidence to Indicate the extreme
feebleness of the testator both ip mina
and hody. Ax to the fact of hia drunk-
enness previous to the making of the
will, if it were ehown that at the time
he signed that instrument he was of
sourd mind or iad lucid intervals, so
that he knew the perron whom he in-
tended (o be the ohject of his
bounty, and i{f he had s clear
knowledge of his property, he ecald
still make a valid dieposilion of It.
In his opinion, the contestants haii
failed to prove thal the {estalor was
not of sound mind at the time of the
exeocution of the will.

He had carefully listened to the tes-
timony in the care, and while the will
seemed rather unnatural In some
respeots—for it was 2 great hardship
that & son rhould entirely disinherit
his aged and decrepit father who wae
in need of support—yet, under the
law, if he desired to do so, and if he
was sane nt the time he signed his
wlill, there was nothing to prevent
bhim. Bo far as the evidence went,
reapeeting the man’s brother as having
stood over the dead body and using
the epithets he did — and thai
eyvidence was pot contradicted—his
Honor thought such concuct must
have been the outpouring of a de-
ptaved nature. He coold not look
upon it in any other light. Aws faras
the brother was concerned, there’ore,
hie honor’s judgment was that the
testator exercized “the discretion that
he had without reserve.’? The dead
man peemed to have had confidence in
the aister (Mre. Gillis) to whom he left
all his possessionc—that she would pro-
vide for the father and other gister.
There certainly were some things
which threw some suspicion on this
matter, and bisown mind was not altc-
gether free thergfrum as to influence
having been used by Mres, Gillis.
There was, however, no proof that
sle actuaily ueed uwndue influence.
It only became such when the i flu.
ence was carried to such an extent that
the testator himeelf was not his own
free sgent In making his will. If each
a ptate of aftairs did exist in this case It
was 1n evidence, and undet all the cir-
cumestances, therefore, he held that the
will ehould be admitted to probate,

A SCHEME TO SELL THE CITY
WATERWORKS.

The citlzens of Balt Lake will
doubtless be startled to learn that the
largest and by far the most 1mportant
buslpess deal—to them—ever copsum-
mated in the history of the oity is
quietly and seriouely tulked of.

It s no less n raatter than the dispo-
sitivn of the - entire city waterworks
system to & weslthy eynidate of east-
ern snd Jocal oapitalists,

The scheme Las heen c:ntemplated
for some time, and if rellance can be
atinched to apparently authoritative
rumors i€ !s now pretty well matured.

The utmost eecrecy has been main-
talned regarding it, but there has also
been n gradusl “‘leskage’’ going on
from soutces that were supposed to be
tightly sealed.

It the present plan of procedurs Is
followed as outllned for future action
the matter will come up hefore the
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City Council for conslderatlon at a
dale not far distant. What the result
will be can only be guessed af, thoug h
it is paid thet s majority of the council-
men will probably upe thsir influence
in catrying the deal through, It ia
turther said thal the nrgument will be
made iu favor of the sale that the clty
needs the money and must get it (rom
gome source. Improvements,it is sald,
of different kinde are contemploted.
To carry them on a good deal of cach {a
required. The bonding power of the
municipality is nearly exnausted, moat
of the negotiable city property has been
sold, and the treasury’s contents are
still very low.

This is abcut the status of affairs and
taxpuyers are bécoming alairmed and
are asking each other what the end
will be. —

It wae learced Jast night from &
prominent city official Lthat & represen-
tative of the syndicate referred to had
made an toformal offer of §1,200,000 for
the watetworks aystem,

A promipent and able atlorney wag
asked by B NEWS representative today
an to whether or not the city could
legally gell the system. He responded
that o far ms the works proper were
concerned he did not doubt but what
it could. But the title to the water
was vensted in the people and could
only be taken from them by (raudulent
procedure. The claim that the citizens
had forfeited their right lo the water
by allowing It- to be diverted
from its original channels into
a distributing eystem owned by
the city was very weak and would
pot hold good in the courts. The
water takers paid so much per
apnum fof the uee of the mains
for domestic and other purposes
and not for the water iteelf, That be-
longed to them. He knew it cculd not
be wrested from them, If the attempt
was made the people’s recourse and
duty would be to promptly enjein the
city and he hnd Do doubt but what the
courts would decide in their favor. It
was s desperate deal and required
herole mensures on the part of ail citi-
zens without reference to politieal or
other viswe.

Further developments will be awall-
ed and watched with the most intense
jnterest.

A large number of businesa men
talked the matter over today and were
considerably alarmed, and declared
that if the dea) was forced to an lealie
they would use every legitimate means
to defeat it.

' DEATH OF SUSIE S. JACOBS.

Informstion has been recelved thut
Bister Busle Btringam Jacobe, wife of

. . Jacobs of Ogden, dlod this
meornl: g 8t B:b0 o’clock, Bhe was
taken with severe vomiting on Mon-
duy abput noon, and the straining
eaured the rapture of a blood veesel,
Paralyels wes the result. Bhe mever
apoke after beiny stricken.

Bhe wus born in Salt Lake City,
December 25, 1850,

The foregolng is an utter (alssbood,
as every reader of the DespReTr NEwa
knows, The Journal ia either jm-
mense}y stupld, which is & misfertune,
or maliclonsly untruthful, whioh is a
orime.



