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I~ rising to make a few remarks
this afternoon I shall not attempt
to take any text, or to confine my-
self to any particular subject. M
impression about this is, that bot
speaker and hearer ought to be un-
er the guidance and direction of
the Almighty, for unless a man
speaks by the dictation of the Spirit
of the Lord, his discourse will be of
very little beneflt to those who hear;
an?unlesa those who hear also hear
by the Spirit,and are prepared to
receive correct instructions, no mat-
ter how eloquent the discourse may
be, or how forcible and powerful the
truths which are enunciated, it
amounts to very little. Itisnotthe
hearer of the word, we are told,
who is benefitted, but he that doeth
it. And Jesus says that many will
say in that day, ‘“Lord have we

than any of them; and when the

il

magicians and the soothsayers, the
astrologers and wise men were call-
ed upon to tell him the dream and
its interpretation, they were unable
to do so, and they told him that it
was beyond their science, and that
there was nothing connected with
their systems that would unfold
anything pertaining to such thin

as those referred to; but tbhe d
thatif he would tell them the dream
they had rules whereby they could
interpret it. He insisted upon the
interpretation. 8aid they—‘‘that
is unreasonable, O King, there is
no being but that God whose dwell-
ing is not with flesh, who can re-
veal those things that thou speakest
of.” They had their gods which
they worshipped, their deities in
whom they had confidence; but
they declared that there was no God
but that Being whose dwelling was
not with flesh who could unravel
those mysteries that he desired
them to make known to him.
Hence, in those days we find the
same principle existing, and you
can trace it out-in various examples.
in holy writ, men had their theories
and ideas about God, generally
speaking; but very few of them
understood anything about the true
God whose dwelling was not with

not spoken in thy name, and pro-
hecied. in thy name, and in thy
*ﬂ.me done many wonderful works?”’
Yet he will say unto them—'"Ue-
part from me, ye workers of iniqui-
ty, for I never knew you;” or I sup-
pose, in other words, *'1 never ap-
proved of you.” e
Frmmple by
of us ought

There is one great
which, I think, we al

to be actuated in our worship, above
everythingelse that we are associat~
ed with in life, and that is honesty
of purpose. The Becriptures say—
“If the truth shall make you free
then shall vou be free indeed, the
sons of Gﬂg

midst of a crookeld and perverse
generation.” We are told again
that God requires truth in the in-
ward parts. It is proper that men
ﬂlmuldp bé honest with themselves,
that they should be honest with
each other in all their words, deal-
ings, intercourse, intercommunica-
tion, business arrangements and
everything else; they ought to be
governed by truthfulness, honesty
and integrity, and that man is very
foolish indeed who would not be
true to himself, true to his convie-
tions and feelings in regard to re-
ligious matters. We may deceive
one another, and, in some circum-
stances,as counterfeit coin passes for
that which is considered true and
valuable among men. But God
searches the hearts and tries the
reins of the children of men. He
knows our thoughts and compre-
hends our desires and feelings; hLe
knows our acts and the motives
which prompt us to perform them.
He is acquainted with all the doings
and operations of the human family,
and all the secret thoughts and acts
of the children of men, are open
and naked before him, and for
them he will bring them to judg-
ment. These ideas are believed in
by men generally, who, with very
few exceptions, whatever their gen-
eral ¢onduct or ideas on religious
matters may be, believe in an All-
seeing eye which penetrates and is
enabled to weigh the actions and
motives of the children of men.
This is an idea that will not be dis-
puted by any race of men now
existing upon the earth; nor pers
haps by any who have existed here-
tofore, for whatever may have been
the theories or notions of men in
former times, they have generally
had a reverence for, and a beliefl in,
an Allwise, SBupreme, Omnipotent
Being who, they supposed, was
greater than all of them, and who
governed and controlled all their
actions. A feeling of this kind is
frequently made manifest in the
B:;}pturea, and it is nothing new
in our age to believe in a God of
this character.

When Paul was preaching at
Ephesus he said, among other
things, that he saw anr altar to an
unknown God, Among the varie-

of gods which they worshipped
ere was an altar to an unknown
God. ‘“‘Him,” said he, “whom ye
ignorantly worship declare I unto
vou, the éod who made the heav-
ens, the earth, the seas and the
fountains of water.” If we exam-
ine the pages, either of sacred or
profane history, we find the same
ideas prevailing to a greater or less
extent in former times. Iven
Nebuchadnezzar, the ruler of the
Ereat empire of Babylon, bad a
nowledge, or an idea of a certain
Being who ruled and governed the
universe, who was superior to, and

without rebuke, in the

flesh.

Our Bible purports to be the ac-
count given us of him by men who
were inspired by him, for we are

Holy Ghost."
thie lids of this sacred volume that a
greut. many of the ancients had

reams, visions, the ministering of
angels and revelations; and the ac-
counts of those visions, ministra-
tions of angels and manifestations
of the power of God, together with
a little history, is what this sacred
volume is composed of. Hence
Jesus said to the people in his day
—'‘Search the Scriptures, for in
them ye think ye have eternal life,
and they are thfﬂ which testify of
me;”’ they are they which unfold
many things concerning my mis-
sion, the circumstances with which
I am surrounded, and events which
will transpire in connection with
my ministry. Holy men of God in
former times had prophecied of him,
Isaiah, for instance said—"''Be-
hold a virgin shail conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call his
name Immanuel, which belngI in-
terpreted, is God with us.” Tt is
gaid of him that he came to take
away sin by the sacrifice of himself,
and a great many things were said
and written of him in the holy
Secriptures, before he came, while
he lived upon the earth and after
he left it and ascended up to his
Father in heaven,

There is very little difference
among mankind in relation to many

|

of these facts, men erally, view
these things alike,' lge:.lean in the
Christian world, es ily the na-

tion in which we live, the British
and French nations, the empire of
Austria, Russia, Prussia, the in-
habitants of Scandinavia and most
of the European nations; and some
of the Asiatic nations also have
faith in what we term the word of

ence, according to the ideas they
entertain and the creeds they
fess, There is little or no di

ous nations in
ence of a Supreme Being, who
rules and eontrols the destinies of
nations, as well as of individuals;
and there was no difference, in for-
mer times, between the magicians,
and Daniel and those associated
with him in his faith relative to the
true God. They all believed in him,

ruled over all other influences and
powers; and was more ini-cliigent-}

no matter what deities of an infe-
rior nature they might have. But
there were very few who knew how
to worship the true God; henece they
made to themselves all sorts of gods,
some of wood, stone, ivory, gold,
silver, brass, iron, &c. They had
deities of every imaginable kind,
and through these wvarious forms
and mediums they wished or
thought to propitiate the Deity, and
to secure to themselves some kind
of happiness in the life hereafter,
We, in this generation, are a good
de«l like them. We think we are
very superior in intelligence and in
religion. = Men, everywhere, are
egotistical, they always think the;
are the smartest and meost intelli-
Eent that ever lived; and it must
e confessed that in many respects
the generation in which we live are
very far in advance of many others
and in regard to the arts an
sciences, and certain branches of
literature and mechanism, but how
vague and uncertain are the ideas
entertained by men in general,
about the Deity! Are we intel-

|

told that, “holy men of old spake |governed and contrelled by eternal,
as they were moved upon by the|unchangeable laws, and you can
It is related within | not violate any one of those laws in

God, and hold its truths in rever-| which can not be depatted from.

er- | the

ence among the men of these vari-|possessed of reasoning faculties,
regard to the exist-|who,-in man

lectual in this? I think not. We
have our bodies of divinity, our
schools of theclogy, our religious
seminaries, and ces where min-
isters are manufactured and pre-
pared to perform certain work
which they eall preaching the gos-
l, and these ministers, as well as
he le, have different ideas
about the Deity and the proper
modes of worshipping him. Does
the incongruity of this state of
things ever strike the minds of re-
flecting men, men of science, who
are accustomed to weigh the force
of an argument and to solve knotty
roblems? When I was a little boy
used to wonder,if there was a God
who created man, and who ruled
and dictated the affairs of heaven
and earth, why he had pointed out
so many different modes of wership.
I think so still. I know, and so do’
you, according to the principles of
science, that the laws which govern
the operations of universal Nature
aro true to themselves nine hun-
dred and ninety-nine times, and
then the thousardth time; they are
always true in all the wvarious
phases of Nature's works. This is
80 under the mostsevere tests which
sclentifle criticism can apply; with
every known prineiple in nature,
whether we refer to light, heat, the
gases, or any and all of the ele-
ments of which the earth is ecom-
or by which we are surround-

-

This reasoning is correct, and in
regard to nature and its laws, the
world and the elements with which
we are surrounded, and the laws op-
erating in the world with which we
are acquainted all men arrive at the
same conclusions, and their is no
difference, unless we come to theo-
rizing, and then there is always dif-
ficulty. Well, in regard to all these
things we all think alike, because
our thoughts are based on correct
principles. But when we ceme to
religious matters, we discover that,
thongh men are naturally intelli-
gent, they act like fools; they do not
use their common judgment, reason
or intelligence. *“Well,” say they,
‘‘'you know we are governed by the
Bitle.” Now that %a exactly what
we Jdo not know, and therefore I
doubt it. "*But our divines tell us
weare.”” Oh, do they? Waell sup~
pose somebody was to tell you the

you would be very likely to say—
*I believe you in part, but I would
like to test it for myself, when |
have done that I shall know it.”
Yet strange as it is, you are willing
to take anybody’s ipse dixit in re-
lation to religious matters; in rela-
tion to things of the most vital im-
portance; things pertaining to the
immortal part of man. We act like
the veriest babies, or consummate
fools, while in regard to the affairs
of this life we act intelligently.

ed. In their operations they are

any particular without producing
the inevitable result of such viola-
tion. In the motions of the starry
heavens, the sun, moon, earth day |
and night, summer and winter, and
the wvarious seasons as they pass
along, the wisdom, intelligence,
prescience and power of a God are
manifested; and the same is true of
the nrgnnizatiﬂn and operaiions

of all the myriads of or-
ganiems that exist upon the
earth — symmetry, beauty, or-

der and law pervade and control all
their operations, all manifesting the
wisdom, intelligence and power of
God. You donot find one man dif-
fering from another, only in certain
respects,alittleinstatureorstrength.
One is a little stronger than another,
one has a more beautiful face, per-
haps; may be more exquisitely
formed than another; but all bear
the same impress; all are governed
by the same laws, all possess the
same properties, powers and facul-
ties to a certain extent, so far as the
body is concerned, according to the
strength or weakness of the indis
vidual. You donot find men with
four arms, six eyes, ten heads, or
fifteen feet or legs; they are alike,
and there isa uniformity in relation
to their general organism. Sowhen
you come to examine the properties
of water, caloric or fire, earth, air,

the different «, electric fluid, or
any substance or matter you please,

you will find that they are govern-
ed by certain specific laws, and
those laws are universal in their ap-
plication; and furthermore that all
the elements with which we are
surrounded are controlled by cer-

tain eternal and unchangeable laws

1

Now what can God think of a
ple, placed here on the earth,
most intelligent of his creations,

instances, have in-
vestigated and understand the laws
of Nature, I say, what can he think
of men who set up every form,
notion and theory, every species of
absurdity that can be imagined,and
call it the worship of God? Sup-
we were to put ourselves in his |

lace for a little while, we should
hink there was something a little
strange in relation to these matters.

He might reasonably say, these
men ibit wisdom and intclli-
nece in many respects. So far as

iscovering thé operations of Na-
ture, and examining and testing the
laws thereof they all agree, butin |
religious matters they exhibit im-
becility and weakness, in thatthere
is no union. A philosopher in
America, France, Germany, Eng-
land, Spain, Italy, Russia, Prussia|
or any other nation will arrive at
the same conclusions, precisely,that
all other men or scientists of all
other nations do; that is, when they

Is there a way of arriving at a
knowledge of the things which
{yertain to man’s eternal welfare?
Vhy yes, we are inclined to think
there is. God, we are told, ‘‘is no
respecter of persons; but in every
nation he that fears God and works
righteousness shall be accepted of"
him,” 1Isthat true?! Yes. God
““has made of one blood all the fam-
ilies of the earth,” we are told.
There seemed to be an idea of t¥%is
kRind prevailing in ancient days ac-
cording to the sayings of some of
the inspired men mentioned in the
Seriptures, We are in the habit of
going along like flocks of sheep—
following our leader, no master
where he goes. I have seen sheep
sometimes, and perhaps you have,
running along a road, and one
thought there was an obstacle—per-
haps there was not anything—and
it would make a leap, and when
the others reached the same place
they would all make the same leap;
if one leaps they all leap. It is so
apparently among men.

f we would examine Christiani-
ty there is something peculiar about
that. We call ourselves Christians,
that is, we Methodists, Baptists,
Presbyterians, Congregationalists,
Episcopalians and **Mormons,” we
all call ourselves Christians. Well,
perhaps we are, and then, perha
we are not; it is a matter that would
bear investigation, I think; and,
then, I think, too, that it is very
proper, as [ =aid at the commence-
ment, that we should be honest with
nurseives, about all things, and es-
pecially in religion and the service
and worship of God. *“Well, but,
my father was a Methodist and I
am one;” “my father was a Pres-
byterian and 1 am one;”’ “my father
was a ‘Jumper' and T am one;”
“my father was a Mohammedan,
and I am one;” “my father was a
worshipper of Bhudda, and T am
one;"”’ snd among us Christians we
are Episcopalians, Wesleyans, Pres-
byterians and members of the vari-
ous professional phases deseénded
from that remarkable man, Martin

us examine these things for a little

result of some scientific analysis, |

i

Luther, or Catholies or Greeks. Let |

with his happiness and wellbein
in time and in eternity. We will
let John Wesley, Luther, Calvin
Mclanethon, Henry the Eighth, and
any other organizer of religion go,
and we will come to the Scriptures
of truth and see what they say about
it. Christ, we are told, brought life
and immortality to light, and he
did it sthrough the medium of
the gospel. And what course did
he pursue in doing this? The Serip-
tures inform us that when Jesus
commeneed to preach the gospel he
called men from the various avoea-
tions of life, among others from the
occupation of fishing; he _called
twelve men, whom he ordained as
apostles, He inspired these men
with the gift of revelation and with
a knowledge of God; he placed them
in communication with God,so that
they had revelation from him and
were enabled to teach the laws of
lift; he breathed upon them and
.ﬂaicl--“Reﬂeive ye the Holy Ghost;”’
and they received it, and that Holy
Ghost took of the things of God and
showed them unto them, it drew
aside the curtains of futurity, where-
by they were enabled to penetrato
into the invisible world and com-
prehend the things of God. This
was the position they oecupied and
the Kind of gospel they had.
Well, how did they operate with
it? Jesus told them to go out and
preach it; and he called seventy men
and inspired them too; and told
them to out and heal the sick,
cast out devils, and ;g'each the gos-
pel, they were furthermore to go
without purse and serip, he saying
unto them—*'Freely ye have receiv-

{
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ed, freely give.”” They went outin
this kind of a wnf', without purse
and scrip, to preach the gospel. B

and by a number of them returne
and he asked them how they had
fared. They told him they had been
preaching, and healing the sick,
and even devilswere subject to them
in his name. Baid he—‘‘Rejoice,
not that devils are subject to you,
| but rather rejoice that your names
are written in heaven,” that you
are the Lord’s, that God is your
friend; rejoice that you have been
brought into communication with
God, and that you have received
the everlasting gospel, which brings
lile and immortality to light. This
was their position, and they listen-
ed to the feachings of Jesus, and we
all, that is all these various parties
of which Lhave spoken, Lelieve that
Jesus was the Son of God; we all
believe that he was the Anointed,
elect and sent of God. And speak-
ing of himself he said—*''I and the
Father are one,”” and “*he who has
seen me has seen the Father.”” He
taught them a great many things
pertaining to their present happi-
ness and future exaltation, and he
spoke of a time that should come
‘when the Saints should inherit the
earth. When he was about to be
crucified, to be offered as a sacrifice
to do the will of his heavenly
Father, and to open upthe way of
life and salvation, that man might
attain te exaltation in the kingdom
of God, he told his disciples that it
behooved Christ to suffer, and to be
raised' from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in
his name among all nations,

Now let us examine the position of
those disciples. I believe a good deal
in first principles, I want to exam-
ine things candidly and honestly,
and to see what kind of a position
they occupied in those days. When
Jesus was about to leave his disci-

while; or, at a least try to go to the
foundation. Believing in the Bible
we wlil not go at once into these
outside systems, buf examine our
own for a little while, and see how
it stands, and how we stand in rela-

| tion to it.
Jesus, we are told, “brought life!

nnld;’irmmnrtallty to light by the gos-
iar about it—it gave menw
up to and honored its principles in
their lives and actions, a knowledge
of life and immortality. They were
not dependent upon the sayings or
doings of Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Lot, Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Mal-
achi or an y of the prophets; but the
gospel brought a knowledge of life
and immortality to all who obeyed
itand lived according toits precepts.
It informed all such that they were

a.x;min? tﬂf la;vehuf_ nature and
operate in the actual sciences. No
ﬂ:t,ter whga they are, orin mtl
guage they may convey their
ideas— for words are merely the
of ideas—whenever correct
ide ia:iﬂt laaindﬁdthmlﬁ] ideas ml;e
rly explained; whenever sub-
ﬁam yto scientifie analysis, and
proper tests, they all arrive at the
same eonclusions; no matter what
nation it is you areamong or where
von live,

immortal beings; that they would
exist after they had got through
with time; if they died they should
lve again; if they were burled the
should burst the barriers of the tom
and corie forth {o immortality.
Seeing, then, that man is both a
mortal and an immortal bein
ing to do with eternily as well as
time, it is proper that he should be-
come acquainted with. those prin
ples that are so ncarly enncern

There was snmet-hing lirecu-.j
o lived

ples he told them that it was neces-
sary that he should go away; for
said he,"'If I go not away the Com-
forter will not come.”” There was
something remarkable about this
expression. .“If I go not away the
Comforter will not ecome; but if I

o0 away I will send you the Com-
orter.”” What was that Comforter ?
It is important that we should un-
derstand this. That Comforter was
the Spirit of Truth. What should
it do to them ? Itshould *‘bring
things to their remembrance,
lead them  into all truth and show
them things to come;’’ in other
words it should bring life and im-
mortality te light; it should open
the heavens to its possessors, enable
them to understand the designs of
God and lead -them  into all truth,
not into one little truth or two little
truths; but into all truth. “What a
privilege, what & blessing, what a
{rich ] to impart unto his fol-
lowers! Only think of men being
in possession of a prineciple which
should enable them, under all eir-
cumetances, to disériminate between

g, hav-{truth and error, virtue and. vice;

between those prineiples which
‘would ennoble and etevate, and
those which would overthrow and

od | destroy, and which should make



