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IN rising to make a few remarks
this afternoon I1 shall not attempt
to take any text or to confine my-
self to any particular subject iblINIalyY
impression about this is that both
5speakereaker and bearenhearer ought to be un-
dere the guidance and direction of
the almighty for unless a man
speaks by the Icdictationtation of the spirit
of the lord his discourse will be of
very little benefit to those who hear
and unless those who hear also hear
by the spirit and are prepared to
receive correct instructions no mat-
ter how eloquent tilethe discourse may
be or how forcible and powerful the
truths which are enunciated it
amounts to very little it is not the
hearer of the word we are told
who Is benefitted but he that boeth
it and jesus says that many will
say in that day lord have we
not spoken in thy name and popro
pheciedin thy name and in thy

mamehame done many wonderful works
yet he will saymy unto them eleenede-
part from me ye workers of iniqui-
ty for I1 never knew you or I3 sup-
pose in other kordswordsi 1I never ap-
proved of you

there is one great principle by
which I1 think we all of us ought
to be actuated in our worship above
everythingelse that we are associate
edwith in life and that is honesty
of purpose the scriptures say
if the truth shall make you free

then shall you be free indeed the
sons of god without rebuke in the
midst of a crooked and perverse
generation we are told again
that god requires truth in tilethe in-
ward parts it is proper that men
shwouldouid be honest with themselves
that they should be honest with
each other in all their words deal-
ings intercourse intercommunica-
tion business arrangements and
everythingcvery thing else they ought to be
governed by truthfulness honesty
and integrity and that man is very
foolish indeed who would not be
true to himself true to his convic-
tions and feelings in regard to re-
ligiouslegious matters we may deceive
one another and in some circum
stancesstancesasas counterfeit coin passes for
that welchwhich is considered true and
valuable among men but god
searches the hearts and tries thetile
reins of the children of men he
knows our thoughts and compre-
hends our desires and feelings lie
knows our actsacta and the motives
which prompt us to perform them
he is acquainted with all the doings
and operations of the ilutinfiumanman family
and all the secret thoughts and acts
of the children of men are open
and naked before him and for
them he will bring them to judg-
ment these ideas are believed in
by men generally who with very
few exceptions whatever their gen-
eral craidconductbet or ideas on religious
matters may be believe in an all
seeing eye which penetratesrates and Is
enabled to weigh the actions and
motives of tilethe children of men
this is an idea that will not be dis-
puted by any race of men now
existing upon the earth nor per
haps by any who have existed here-
tofore lorfor whatever may have been
the theories or notions of men in
normerformer times theytiley have generally
had a reverence for and a belief in
an alloiseAllwise supremeSUohpreme omnipotent
being who theyey supposed was
greater than all of them and who
governed and controlledcontrolled all their
actions A feefeelingeffing of this kind is
frequently made manifest in the
scriptures and it is nothing new
in our age to believe in a god of
ththisIs character

when paul was preaching at
ephesus hebe said among other
things that behe saw aaar altar to adiari
ununknownknowli god among the varle-
t

varie-
tyt of0f gods which they worshippedworshipped
themetheretker0 was an altar to an unknown
god him said he whom ye
ignorantly worship declare I1 unto
you the god who made the heav-
ens the earth the seas and the
fountains of water if we exam-
ine the pages either of sacred or
profane history we find the same
ideas prevailing to a greater or less
extent in former times even

the ruler of the
ff
greatreat empire of babylon had a
knowledge orof an idea of a certain
being who ruled and governed the
universe who was superior to and
ruled over all other influences and
powers audnud was more intelligent

than anyank of them and when the
magicians and the soothsayers the
astrologers and wise men were call-
ed upon to tell him the dream and
its interpretation they were unable
to do so and they told him that it
was beyond theirsclence and that
there was nothing connected with
their systems that would unfold
anything pertaining to such things
as those referred to but they said
that if helid would tellfell them the dream
they had rules whereby they could
interpret it he insisted upon the
interpretation baidsaid they that
is unreasonable 0 king there is
no being but that god whose dwell-
ing is not with flesh who can re-
veal those things that thou speakest
of they had their gods which
they worshippedworshipped their deities in
whom they had confidence but
they declared that there was no god
but that being whose dwelling was
not with flesh who could unravel
thosthose0 o mysteries that hohe desired
them to make known to him
hence in those days we find the
same principle existing and you
can trace it out in various examples
in holy writ men had their theories
and ideas about god generally
speaking but very few of them
understood anything about the true
god whose dwelling was not with
flesh

our bible purports to be the aarac-
countC given us of him by men who
were inspired by him for we are
told that holy men of old
asits they wereveto moved upon by the
holy ghost lislia relatedrecited within
the lids of this sacred volume that a
gretgreat many of the ancients had
dreams visions the ministering of
angels and revelations and the ac-
counts of those visions miniministrantstrat
lions of angels and manifestations
of the power of god together with
a little history is what this sacred
volume is composed of hence
jesus saidsald to the people in his day

search the scriptures for in
them ye think ye have eternal life
and they are they which testify of
meffme they are they which unfold
many things concerning my mis
sion the circumstances with which
I1 am surrounded and events which
will transpire in connection with
my ministry holy men of god in
former times had prophesied of him
isaiah for instance hadbad said be-
hold a virgin shaftshallshail conceive and
bearabear a son and they shall call his
name immanuel which being in-
terpreted is goagod with us it is
said of him that he came to take
away sin by the sacrifice of himself
and a great many things were saidsallsaidsald
and written of him in the holy
Sscriptureses before he came whilechuponhe lived upon the earth and after
he left it and ascended up to his
father in heaven

there is very little difference
among mankind in relation totamany
of these facts men generally view
these things alike I1 mean in the
christian world especially thothe na-
tion in which we livefive the british
and french nationnationssi the empire of
austria russia prussia the in-
habitants of scandinavia and most
icoff the european nations and some
of the asiatic nations also have
faith in what we term the word of
god and hold its truths in rever-
ence according to the ideas they
entertain and the creeds they pro-
fess theretheitisis little or no differ
ence among the men of these vari-
ous nations in regard to the exist-
ence of a supreme being who
rules and controls the destinies of
nations as well as of individuals
and there was no difference in for-
mer times between the magicians
and daniel and those associated
with him in his faith relative to the
true god they all believed in him
no matter what deities of an infe-
rior nature they might have but
there were very few who knewkneir how
to worship the true god hence they
mmadeade to themselves all sorts of gods
some of wood stone ivory gold
silver brass ironyecfecacc they had
deities of every imaginable kind
and through these various forms
and mediums they wished or
thought to propitiate thedeity and
to secure to themselves some kindund
of happiness in the life hereafter

weI1 in this generation are a good
deal like them we think we are
very superior in intelligence and in
religion men everywhere are
egegotisticalotis they always think they
are the smartest and most intelli-
gentf ent that ever lived and it must
be confessed that in many respects
the generation in which we live are
very farlar in advance of many others
andrund inim reregardard to the arts and
sciences ardand certain branches of
literature and mechanism but how
vague and uncertain are the ideas
entertained by men in general
about the dentyl are we intel

in this I1 think not we
have our bodies of divinity our
schools of theology our religiousreligious
seminaries and placesplaces where min-
isters are manufactured and pre-
pared to perform certain work
which they call preaching the gos-
pel

os
and these ministers as weliwellwellweli asas

the people have different ideas
about the deity and the proper
modes of worshipworshippingshippingwor plugping him does
the incongruity of this state of
things ever strike the minds of re-
flectingting men men of science who
are accustomed totp weigh the force
of an argument and to solve knotty
problemsproblemsZ when I1 was a little boy
I1 used to wonderif there was aL god
who created man and who ruled
and dictated the affairs of heaven
and earth why he had pointed out
so many different modes of worship
I1 think so still I1 know and so do
you according to the principles of
science that the laws which govern
the operationsoperation of universal nature
aro true to themselves nine hun-
dred and ninety nine times and
then the thousandth time they are
always true inhi all the various
phases of natures works this is
so under the most severe tests which
scientific criticism can apply with
every known principle in nature
whether we refer to light heat tilethe
gases or any and all of the ele
ments of which the earth is com-
posed or by which we are surround-
ed in their operations they are
governed and controlled by eternal
unchangeable laws and youvon can
not violate any one of those lawsjaws in
any particular without producing
the inevitable result of suehsuch viola-
tion in the motions of the starry
heavens the sun moon earth day
and night summer and winter and
the various seasons as they pass
along the wisdom intelligence
prescience and power of a god are
manifested and the same is true of
the organization and operations
of all the myriads of or-
ganisms thatthai exist upon the
earth symmetry beauty or-
der and law pervade and control all
their operations all manifesting the
wisdom intelligence and power of
god you do not nindfind one man dif-
fering from another only in certain
respects a little instature orstrength
one is a little stronger than another
one has a more beautiful face per-
hapshapa may be more exquisitelyexquisitely
raformedrmed than another but all bear
the same impress all are governgoverneded
by the same laws all possess tthehe
same properties powers and facul-
ties to a certain extextent so far as the
body is concerned accordinging to the
strength or weakness of the indi
vidual you do not find men with
four arms six eyes ten heads or
fifteen feet or legs they are alike
and there Is a uniformity in relation
to their general organism so when
you come to examine the properties
of water caloric or fire earth air
the different gase electric fluid or
any substance bror matter you please
you will find that they
ed by certain specific laws and
those laws are uniuniversal inn their ap-
plication and furthermore that all
the elements with which we are
surrounded are controlled by cer-
tain eternal and unchangeable lawsa Ws
which cancall not be dedepartedpatted from

now whatwhai can god think of a
people placed here on the earth
the most intelligent of his creatcreationslotusictus
possessed of reasoning faculties
who in many instances have in-
vestigatedvesti gated and understand the laws
of nature I1 say what can he think
of men who set up every form
notion and theory every species of
absurdity that can be imaginedand
call it the worship of god sup-
pose we werevere to put ourselves in his
place fornor a little while we should
think there was something a little
strange in relation to these mattersmattere
he might reasonably say these
men exhibit wisdom and intelli-
gence in many respects boso far as
discovering the operations of na-
ture and examining and testing thetile
laws thereof they all agree but in
religious matters they exhibit im-
becilitybeci lity and weakness in that therethero
is no union A philosopher in
america france germany eng-
land spain italy rumniaRueplapia prussia
or any other nation will arrive at
the same conclusions precisely that
all other men or scientists of all
other nations do that is when they
exaexarainaminel the laws of nature and
operate in the actual sciences no
matter where they are r in what
language they may convey theirthein
ideas for words are merelyinertly thetho
signs of ideas whwhenevereneverenaver correct
ideas exist and these ideas are
properly explained whenever sub-
mitted to scientific analysis and
proper tests they all arrive at the
same conclusions no matter what
nation it is you amare among or where
tonvou jivelive

this reasoning is correct and in
regard to nature and its lawslawa thetile
world and tilethe elementsclement with which
we are surrounded and the laws op-
erating in the world with which we
are acquainted all men arrive at the
same conclusions and their is no
difference unless we come to theo-
rizing and thentilen there is always dir
fi culty well in regard to nilalf these
things we all think alike because
our thoughts are based on correct
principles but when we4 come to
religious matmattersfers weikeive discover that
ailillthoughoh men are naturally intelli-
gentgent heythey act like foolsnooh they do not
use their common judgment reason
or intelligence well say they

you know we are governed by the
bible now that is exactly what
we do not know and therefore I1
doubt it abutnutbut our divinesdi ines tell us
weweareare 11 oh do they Wewellweilllsupilsupsup
pose somebody was to tell you the
result of somegome scientific analysis
you would be very likely to say
1I believe you in part but I1 would
like to test it for myself cheri I1
have done that 1I1 shall know it
yet strange as it is you are willing
to take ipselapse dixit in Wre-
lation to religious mattmattersmattersonersInin rela-
tion to things of thetho most vital im-
portance things pertaining to the
immortal part of man we act like
the verlest babies or consummate
fools while in regard to the affairs
of this life we act intelligently

Is there a way of arriving at a
knowledgknowledge6 of the things which
pertain to mans eternal welfare
whymy yes we are inclined to think
there 1is god we are told Jsis no
respecter of persons but iiiin every
nation he that fears god and works
righteousness shall be accepted of
him Is that true yes god

has made of one blood all tilethe fam-
ilies of thetile earth we are told
there seemed to be an idea ofor tyisvois
kind prevailing in ancient ddaysays ac-
cordingcordidigfig to the sayings of some ofbf
the inspired men mentioned in the
scriptures we are in thetilo habit lf
going along like flocks of sheep
following our leader no facter
where liehe goes I1 have seengeen sheep

and perhaps you have
running along a road and one
thought there was an bbstacleobstacle per-
haps there was not anything and
it wouldatwould make a leap and when
the others reached the same place
they would all make the same leap
ifit one leaps they allnil leap it is so
apparently amongamon g men

if we would examine christiani-
ty there is something peculiar about
that we call ourselves christians
that is we methodists baptists
presbyteriansrians congregationalists
episcopaliansEpiscopalianslans and mormonscormonsMormons we
atallnil call ourselves christians well
perhaps we arearennaand then perhaps
we are not it Is a matter that would
bear investigation I1 think and
then I1 think too that it is very
pproperroper as Fr said at the commence-
mentmen t that we should be honest with
ourselves about all things andaud es-
peciallyally in religion and the service
and worship of god well but
my father was a methodist and I1
amain one my fatherfattier was a pres
wyteriartI1 and iamlam one my father
was a jumper andiandrandaud I1 am one
my fatherrather was a1 mohammedan

and I1 am one hinfymy father was a
worshipperworshipper of and I1 am
one midhild among us christians we
are Episcopalepiscopaliansians WesleWolewesleyanswesleyann pres
byterians and members ofor the arivari-
ous

art
professional phasesphanes descended

from that remarkable man martin
luther or catholics or greeks let
us examine these things for a little
while or at a least try to go to the
foundation believing in the bible
we wili not go at once into these
outside systems but examine our
own for a little while and see how
it stands and how wwo0 stand in rela-
tion to it

jesus we are toldI1 brought life
and jtbimmortalitymortality to light by the go-

el
goeigo-

pel
gos-

pelel 117 there was something becu I1hatpatliartiar about it it gave men who lived
up to and honored its principles in
their lives and actions a knowledge
of life and immortality they were
not dependent upon thetile sayings or
doings of adam noah abraham
lot moses isaiah jeremiah mal
achtachl or any of the prophets but the
gospel brought a knowledge of ilfelife
and immortality to ailall who obeyed
itilandand livedliald according boltsto its precepts
itif informed allali suehsuch that they werewom
immortal bengbeagbeings that they would
exist after they had got through
with time ifintheythey died theythe should
livee a ainaln if they were burledburied they
shouldouiout burst the barriers of the tomb
and come forth to immortality

seeing then t that man is both a
mortal and an immortal being hav-
ing

bav-
ing to do with eternity as well as
time it is proper that liehe should be-
come acquainted with thoethoo princi-
ples that aroare so0 nearly concernedc

with his happiness and wellweli heinbein
in time and in eternity we will
let john wesley luther calvin
mc henry the EeighthI1 alith and
any other organizer of reireligionI1 n go
and we will comeconae to the scripturesur tures
of ruthtruth anaiani thethey safeay about
it christ we are told brought ilfelife
and immortality to lightligh and ho
aidald it tbthroughrough the memediumlum of

thehe gospel and wwhataliatliatilat course did
ho pursue in doing this the scrip-
turetures inform us that when jesus
commenced to preach thetho gospel hebe
called men from the various avacaavoca

ilfelife among others rpm the
occupation of fishing jibhe called
twelve men whom liehe ordained as
apostles helie inspired these men
withwita the gift of revelation andano aith
a knowledge of god he placed them
in communication with godso that
thetileytilesy had revelationionlon from him and
werewerd enabled to teach the laws of
tifelife lie breathed uponUp them and
aldsaldtfald neceRecereceivereceivediveeye tilthecoaklyholy ghost
and they received it and that holydoiyghost took of the things of godanigod and
allowed them unto them it drew
aside the curtains of futurity where
by they were enabled to pene traio
into the invisible world and com-
prehend the things of god this
was thetho position they occupiedoccupied hildand
the kindelrid of gospel they hadbad

well how did they operate withkith
it jesusjessus toldeid them to go out and
preach leandit and liehe called seventy men
and inspired them too midand told
them to go out and heal tilethe sicksiek
cast out devils and preach the gos-
pel they iverewere furthermoreurthermore to go
without pursecurse and herscripipiehe
unto ththemem reelyfreelyF yese have receiv-
ed freely give 11 they went out in
this kind of a way withoutwith purse
and scrip to preach tiletiie gospel by
and by a number of themthein returned
and liehe asked them how they lladbad
fared they told him they hadbad been
preaching and healing the sick
anderenand even devils were subject to them
in his name saidbald he rejoice
not that devils arp subject totp you
but ratherruther rejoice that your names
are written in heaven that youy- u
are the lordlords that god is13 your
friend rejoice that you have been
brought into communication with
god and that you have received
the everlasting gospel which brings
lilelife and immortality to light this
was their position and they listen-
ed to the teachings of jesus and wwoid
all that is atallaliI1 these various parties
of which I1 have believe that
jesus was the son of god we all
believe that he was thetho anointed
elecelect tandand sent of godmd and speak-
ing of himself holie said 1I and the
fattlerfather arboneare one and bechoha who has
seen me has seen the fatherrather hohe
taught them a great manymaby things
pertaining to their present happi-
ness and future exaltation and he
spoke of a time that should comecollie
when the saints should inherit the
earth when liehe wilswas about to bobe
crucified to be offered as a sacrifice
to do the will ofor his heavenly
eatherfather and to open up the way of
life and salvation that man might
attain to exaltation inift the kingdom
of god he told his disciples that it
behooved christ to suffer and to be
raised from the deaddeadorrdoiron the third
day and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in
iliahla name among all nations

now lebeusletus examine thefhe position of
those disciples I1 believe a goodsealgood dealdeai
in alifinstfirstst principles I1 want to exam-
ine things candidly and honestly
and to see what kind of a position
they occupied in those days whenjesus was about to leave his disci-
ples he told them that it was neces-
saryafy that he should go away for
saidsalda d hebe lalif I1 go not away the com-
forter will not come there was
something Teremarkable about this
expression if I1 go not away the
comforter will not come but if I1
go away I1 will send you the com-
forter 11 what was that comforter
itiit is imborimportantI1 tant that we should un-
derstandderstandstana this that comforter waswag
the spirit of truth what should
it do to them it should bring
things past to their remembrance
lead them into all truth and show
them things to come in otherotiler
words it should ahingaring ilfelifo and im-
mortality to light itilc should open
the heavens to its possessors enable
them to understand the designs of
god and lead them into nilall truth
not into one little truth or two little
truths but into all truthtrutha what a
privilege what sia blessing what a
fichrich legacy to impart unto his fol-
lowers only think of men being
in possession of A princprinciplea
should enable them merallunder allzil cir

discriminate between
truth and error virtue and vicetice
between those principles which
would ennoble mid elevate and
those which would overoverthrowoverthroww and
destroy and which should analie


