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AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Madrid, April 13, 3:30 a.m.—As a re-|

sult of & long and important cabinet
council held iast night, the Spanish
 war office is actlvely engaged 1n forti-
fying and manning the Mediterranéan
islands belonging to Spaln, and {n plac-
Ing other portions of the kingdomin a
state of defense,

It 1s understood that Instructions
have been cabled to Captain General
Blanco to carry the suspension of hos-
tilities Into practical effect, “according
to circumstances in each district.”

The cabinet refuses to recogmize the
right of the United States to intervene
in Cuba.

London, April 13.—A special dispatch
from Rome announces that the pope
has again telegraphed to Emperor
Francls Joseph of Austria, begging
him to use his influence with the other
sovereigns, In behalt of peace between
the United States and Spain.

The Spanish premier, Senor SBagasta,
in am interview this morning, sald, ac-
cordlng to a speclal dispateh from
Madrid, that he thought the -pcrwersl
could not do more than they have al-
ready done In the way of Intervention.

The afterncon papers of this eity
unanlmously express the opinion that
both the United States and Spain are
heading straight for war. Thele is
also a disposition to blame President
McKinley for his ailered indecision.

Madrid, April 13.—The cabinet meet-
Ing lasted five hours and it Is said was
mainly devoted to the consideration of
President McKinley's message to Con-
gress on the Cuban question.

When the ministers adjourned an of-
ficial note was {ssued setting forth the
views of the government. It Is vari-
ously commented upon and interpreted |
in newspaper circles. In brief, the
note sets forth that the cabinet has
granted an extraordimary ecredit for
war purposes and has incidentally in-
creased the grant for the account of
the artlilery of Porto Rico. 'The min-
Ister of the Interior, Senor Capdepen,:
gave the officlal version of the events
here on Sunday and Monday and also
made a report of the oceurrence
gome of the provincial towns.

Irwin, Pa., Aprll 13.—Last night's|
fire almost totally destroyed the im-
mense plant of the Pennsylvahja Plate
Glass company. The only bullding of
the big group of structures that re-
mains standing Is a small storehouse.

The company estimates its losa at
$100,000 with fnsurance of about $400,-
000. Fortunately the stock of plate
glaga on hand was small on account
of the demand for the past year belng
fully up to the capaecity.

President Kahn stated today that
the plant would probably be rebullt.
The company employved about 500 men.
The plant was the largest independent
factory in the country.

Washington, April 14.-—The President
has determined to veto the Cuba reso-
lutions if they carry recognition of Cu-
ban independence. He so stated today
to senators who called on him.

Washington, April 14.—The testi-
mony taken before the Senate commit-
tee on forelgn relations in connection
with the |nvestigation into the rela-
tions between the United States and
Cuba was made publiec today. It con-
stitutes a book of about 650 pages and
inciudes not only the testimony taken
since the disaster to the Malne, but
also much that was known before and
running back for a ¥ear or more. The
atatement which contains the greatest
current interest i1s that, made by Con-
8ul General Lee on the twelfth Inst. In
this statement Gen. Lee sald that he
was informed on very good authority
that the Spaniards had placed two

in;

rows of torpedoea just at the mouth of
the Havana harbor by Moro Castle
within the past two months, or sub.
sequent to the Maine disaster, and that
the switch board is In a room in the
castle.

He said, however, that he had no in-
formation of the placing of any tor-
pedoes before the Maine was destroyed
and none in regard to their purchase
abroad by the Spanish authorities.

“Have you any reason to suppose
that the harbor was mined at all, be-
tore the blowing up of the Maine?
asked Senator Fry.

"No sir; I had no reason to suppose
anything of that sort up to that time.”
He then went on to say that Gen. Wey.
ler's letter to Santos Gusman had led
him to believe that mines might have
been placed there previous to theMaine
incldent and he sald that this suppo-
sition was strengthened by a telegram
from Gen. Weyler, of which he had
cognizance. TUpon the whole he
thought the Weyler letter (the Laine
letter) was a correct copy of a gen-
uine letter.

The telegram to which he referred
was adressed to Eva Canela, a noted
Spanish woman, and an admirer of
Gen. Weyler, and to Senor Gueman,
and it reads as follows:

"Grave clrcumstances cause me to
ask you to destroy the last letter of
February 12.”"

Gen Lee said that this telegram had
never before been published and he
found In it strong confirmatory evi-
dence of the genuineness of the Wey-
ler letter.

With reference to the responsibilty
for the destruction of the Maine, Gen.
Lee satd- .

"I am satisfied "that the explosion
was from the outside. I cabled the
state department a few days after the
board assembled that it was almost
certain that the explosion was from
the exterior. as T have always had an
Idea about the Maine, that of course it
was not blown up by any private indl-
vidual, or by any private citizen, but
it was blown up by some of the officers
who had charge of the mines and elec-
tric wires and torpedoes In the arsenal
there and thoroughly understood thelr
bu?liness for it was done remarkably
well,

"I don't think Gen,
present captain
of Cuba,
it.

Blanco, the

had anything to do with

electrical cables had arrived there, but
they ecame on, Spanish ships and I
conid mot find out.'”

Gen. Lee said that, this testimony
in regard to the Marmterola and all of
that with reference to the Weyler
telegram had been furnished to the
court of [nquiry which Investigated
the Maine disaster, but had not been
sent to Congress nor published be-
cause of a request of his made to the
state department not to make them
publie, "As I was afraid the Spanish
papers there would republish it and
they would probably kill the man that
gave it to me."”

Continuing his testimony Gen. Lee
satd that -tem minutes after the explo-
sion he was at the palace tdlking to
Gen. Blanco and that the latter gave
him an order for a boat to take him
out into the harbor. Senator Morgan
asked if when he got to the water's
cdge he saw any lights burning.

“T did not notlce that,” said General
Lee, “but I have made inquiry since
and have ascertained that no electric
lights went out. I sent for electrle ight
men and gas men. Some gas Jets went
out in ome or two places, caused by
the shoek or something, but I could not
ascertain from these men that a sin-
gle electric light went out. One of the
electric Hght men whom I called up is
a friend of mine and he sent for the
man who has direet charge of the lighta
who came to my cffice. This man, he
sald, had not heard of any such thing.
I said I want to know with certaln-
ty. The man then made an eXplora-
tion of an hour or two and returned,
saying that with the exception of one
electric light near the harbor, and one
at another place, not very far distant,
where he thought perhaps the lights
might have gone out by the shock,
no other electrie lights went out.”

General Lee also said he had not
felt the shock of the explosion at the
hotel.

“Have you heard since the exploaion
of the Malne any expression by Span-
ish officers In relation to it. indicat-
ing their pleasure at the facts?' asked
Senator Frye.

General! Lee responded: 1 heard
two or three days afterwards from
varjous persons that ecame in that there
was a good deal of rejoicing among
some of the officers. All reports I got
sald that they were drinking cham-
pagne guite a thing to do In honor/of
the event, and In different portlons of
the city were making merry. I at-
tributed it to the fact that what the
considered almost an enemy’s battld-
shlp had been blown up and it was that

general of the island | mueh in their favor.”

He sald he had not heard any threats
or allusions to the destruction of the

“I don’'t think he had any knowl-| Malne previous to the explosion. Sena-

edge of It.
the occurrence. I was sitting In my
rcom at the hotel. I heard the ex-

I saw him shortly after|tor Lodge asked If he had heard of an

attempt on the Montgomery.

“I heard,” responded General Lee.

plosion, and from the baleony of the|"that there was something of that sort

hotel saw a great column of fire go
up In the ajr. A few moments after
ascertaining that It was the Maine, I
went right down to the palace and I
asked for Gen. Blanco. He came in
directly by himself. He had just
heard it and was erying. Tears were
coming out of his eyes. He seemed to
regret it as much as anybody I saw
in Havana. I think it came from some
of the subaltern officers who had been
there under Weyler, and who were

probably anti-Blanco anyhow, and who

had full knowledge of the business.’

Gen. Lee said that he had seen a
copy of a telegram from Admiral
Manterola dated Havana, prior to the
Maine explosion, to the Spanish com-
mission in London asking the com-
mieslon to "Hurry up the electrical
cables.”

“Whether that referred to wire for
submarine mines or to torpedoes I
don't know.” he continued. "I tried
to ascertain If any of the wire or

one evening, but I belleve upon Invea-
tigation it was found that it did not
amount to anything.”

The following colloquy between Sen-
ator Foraker and General Lee brought
out some further opinjons of the gen-
eral im regard to the destructton of
the Maline.

Benator Foraker—You think that no

novice could have destroved the
Maine?
General Lee—Oh, no, sir. The man

who did that work was an ofMoer
thoroughly acquainted with explosives
of all sorts. and who kney all about
ft. It was very well done! 3

Senator Foraker—A man who had ex-
pert knowlrdge. necessarily?

General Lee—Yes, =tr,

Chicagn, April 15.—The Times-Herald
this morning says: “Charles A. Cran- °
dall. allas Emanuel Eseadaro, who,
acting under the personal orders of
Captaln General Weyler, planted ‘tha’
mines and torpedoes in the” Harbor ‘6%



