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THERE WEEWEEK
the chinese exclusion bill mr blair
was lorfor its papasiage and in one of hishia
spells of over earnestness compared the
chinese emigration of this country to
a pestilential aidiseasesease 21 this out-

burst of zeal at the time caused no com-

ment and would never have been
thought of again hadbad not mr blair
recently been honored with an appoint-
ment to the chinese court

on his appointment being confirmed
by the senate an unfriendly editor
went down into the senate records and
dug up his anti chinese speech ex-
tracts containing mr blairsbeairs most
odious expressions were promptly for-

warded to the court of china and just
as thehe nownew minister was ready to sailgall

for hishia field of duty a message came
from the emperor of china informing
the president that mr blair would not
be acceptable as a ministerrulDister to that
country his appointment was of
course promptly cancelled

to the humiliation of this
regrettable affair mr beairsblairs name was
at once suggested for appointment to
the russian court the same un-

friendly editor promptly renewed his
search through mr blairbeairsIs record and
in a volume from the batterslat pen entitl-
ed the conflict between man and al
cohol was discovered a reference to the
russian government in which tle
latter is accused of encouraging the
people of russia in habits of dread
ful intoxication in order to profit by
the tax 0oni blarandyran dy

so it I1is that mr Blair ls hopeshope of
going to russia as minister from this

V country are blasted it looks now as
though mr beairsblairs eloquence while
doing much for others had been ruin-
ous to himself it all goes to show that
in the pursuit of enduring greatness it
toIs nodo more essential to know what to
say and how and when to say it than
to know in every case what not to say

TOO SMART BY HALF

THE sacramento bee of august 22
hagbas the following choice morsel of lit-

erary criticism

the deseret news the organ of
the mormon church begins an editor
ial on the late jamesjamee russell lowell
thustha

the old latin poet who said that pale
death knocks with undiscriminating foot
at the cottage of the poor man and at the
palace of the king spoke correctly

knocks with undiscriminating
foot is oleaginous in the richness of
Usits involuntary humor the news
evidently referred to the couplet

stern death with unrelenting fate

FE knocks at the palace as the cottage gate

however in the case of anyone sat-

urated with the mormon
foot is probably the preferable word
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death has a better chance with hisbis
tootfoot to kick a mormon down where

he propertyproperly belongs than he would
have with his fate

it is evident that the editoredito of the
bee tois not saturated with knowledge
of the classic sand that he knows much
lessleaa of mormonism if he will turn
to the works of horace ode 4 book 1

beahe will find the text to which reference
is made in the lowell editorialedi toral horace
says

hallidaPallida mors aequo pede pau
peram tataberbernes

now if the editor can gotget anybody to
translate the above he will I1learnearn that
aequopequo beds means undiscriminating
foot and that morsmars means pale
death pede is the ablative case of the
noun pespeo a foot the printprinterserys devil
will tell the editor that our english
word pedal comes from pes and then
be will probably use hishie own foot to
kick himself

this is enough to show that the
dal critic of the sacramento

bee hasboa put his foot in it of course
he is not expected to know horace
but the grotesque humor of his literary
pretensionsPretenSioni is something to be pitied
rather than sneered at

feben leland stanford setmet apart
to educate california edi-

tors he knew there was a stern neces-

sity for his doing so

RELIEF A NECESSITY

WE think the numerque complaintscom

that are being made to the city coun-
cil ought to convince that body thalau
over assessment has been placed on
the real estate in this city it must be

evident to all that the value of prop-

erty hashag declined and that today the
falling off in values aas well as sales as
compared with tithosehose at the time the
present council went into office is
something startling to increase the
assessments under these circumstances
is not only unjust which mayhutmay nut apap-

peal to some members of that body
but is very bad policy which may
come a little closer to touching their
sensibilities

As a party measure it will be found
to be a blunder As a deterrent to out-

side capital it cannot fail to aebe potent
men of money do not want to invest in
places where the tax collector is su-

preme and makes his living on a per-

centage fixing prices far above that for
which property would sell upon the
market

last year the council was wholly
composed of i liberals and aepliapplicantsbalts
for a reduction no matter how reas-

onable were their requests were
as a rule not only refused but
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treated with contempt and ridicule
we hope experience hasbaa brought fta
change to some of the membersmem bera andana
that the comparatively new incur 1
bents will stand by the platform of IQloir
taxes and economy in public affairsaffair oron
wbwhichach they were elected and that the i
result will be some relief to therthe overova
burdened taxpayerstax i

the council hashaa a heavy task before
it and by the time all the complaints
are in it will find the work
something enormous the truth
is a mistake has been made in
the over anxiety to raise public fundsfundis

saying nothing of the eagerseagernessea of
the assessor to make his pile and the
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result is such widespread disdiggsatia j
faction and consequent bad feeling iaaa
never has disturbed this COcommunityI1
before

the council will show wisdom lain
regarding the just prayers of the I1inU
causedcensed petitionerspetitioners there should 1tow
general reduction in the valuations
and a particular regard to individual
grievances which carry on their jace
the proofs of their cmusecause

TRY AGAINAGAI

THE lack of interest which was 1

manifested by a large portion of the
buldbusinessness class in the chamber of
commerce call for a meeting wa
rather dampening to the ardor of the rtr

public spirited gentlemen who pro 3

acted the movement but we tbtheritillic
they ought not to givertgive it ipsoup so 9 wowe
believe their effort is well worth aat I1
least another trial f

but next time they should state J

more definitely the purpose they have
N

in view we think many businbusineo
men who stayed away on wedwednesdaysnead
night would have been present if ttheybesir
had fully understood the purport of ili
meeting

discrimination in freight rates aa
been a common complaint among OUwatF
merchants for a long time A pleaplan toip
secure fairness todend anoh terms jaa
would give new life to our commecommerceak
must be worthy of public considerationsconsideration i

that has succeeded else
where would probably be of ben
here and from what we have I1

of the project we are of the opinion
that it is practical and likely to proprove
0off great profit to business in this terra

1 rtory
we hope president simon and the

other gentlemen who met with so
a response to their invitation on wj

will not allow their didisappoint
ment to cripple their good intentionsintent iona
hut that they will step forward aal
try again it takes time and patiencetW
to succeed in any good work ant
sometimes the public is a slow aul014
to stir up try again I1
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