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his body layjay in the tomb when I1 acire
berred to the dying thief I1 noticed our
three friends look at one another and
at the close of the meeting one of them
arose and said that while on their way
to meeting they had arranged among
themselves to askasic me it belief alone was
not sufficient and what became of the
thief on the cross they said they were
perfectly satisfied with my explanation
and asked for some of our church works
which we readily supplied them with

thus we feel the lord is opening up
our way torfor the introduction of the gos
pel we meet with many in the streetsts
who will stop and shake hands with us
now we have become acquainted with
them our health is good and we hope
by the help of the lord to be able to sow
the good seed leaving the issue in his
handsbands I1 find the NEWS of great assist-
ance and encouragement to me for the
latter day saints can always rely upon
its advice and counsel

WILLIAM M purringtonPUR RINGTOM

AT THE ANTIPODES

MELBOURNE victoria australia
september irth 1896

in looking over the NEWS which comes
to hand regularly like a messenger of

I1 dc tidings I1 notice contributionsaladfroomM various parts of the lords vine-
yard and considering that your readers
so seldom hear or read anything about
this section of the earth I1 thought it
would not be without interest to tell you
how we are progressing

we are located in the extreme south
of australia where occasionally the
chilly blasts otof winter remind one that
goodd warm clothing would not be amiss
wee are laboring in the city of mel-
bourne which by victorians is claimed
to be the principal city in australia but
ts claims are disputed by sydney the
capital of new south wales there is
a sort of continual animosity existing
between the people of the two citiescitiesanaand
it is said even to extend so tarfar that a
citizen of melbourne would stand about
as much chance of getting a job in
sydney as he would itil he were out in
the middle of the sahara desert mel-
bourne is dotted with church buildings
where people swarm on sunday with
their prayer books in their hands and
it can be said to meMel bournes credit that
sunday closing is put into effectdeflect and a
walk downdown the principal streets of a
sunday morning will see them deserted
and all the shop windows hid by great
wooden shutters

the people will accept our tracts but
a great majority of them do not seem to
hebe inclined to investigate for themselves
occasionally however we meet with
one who is willing to argue with us
some two months ago while out tract
ing I1 made the acquaintance of a ser-
geant of the police who with two or
three other men held a bible class every
tuesday evening to study the work of
godgodasas he informed me and he invited
meine to come down on the following tues-
day accordingly when tuesday even-
ing came brother stephensonStepbenson and my-
self bebokbetook ourselves to the sergeants
house and found the whole class con

of the sergeant his wife and two
daughters and two gentlemen one of
them otof the plymouth brethren ready
to begin after we were made acquaint-
ed with each other we all seated our-
selves around the table with a bible
each

the scripture chosen torfor the evening
was st mark 16 chapter 15 verse to the
end of chapter and second chapter of
acts the sergeant and one of the
other gentlemen made a few remarks on
thehe most unimportant part of the sub-
jects and then asked me to say a few
words I1 took the 15 verse of 16 mark
lorfor a text and lectured to them for
about half an hour on the principles of
the gospel as laid down by christ and
concluded by showing that an apostasyapostacy
had taken place and that it was neces-
sary for a restoration to be brought
about then brother stephenson con-
tinued the subject from where I1 dropped
it and showed them that angels hadbad
again visited the earth and restored the
gospel in auall its beauty concludingconcluding by
bearing hisbis testimony to the truth 0of the
work after we were through the gen-
tleman

gen-
demanaleman of the plymouth brethren sect
asked us if we claimed the power to
confer the gifts of the holy ghost
we replied that we did whereupon he
took it upon himself to inform us that
any persons who would dare make such
pretentious were impostersimpostorsim posters we ex-
plained to them our position but we
could nothot change their mimindsads

A week later we again took part in
the bible class upon this occasion we
were there before the other two gentle-
men inajn a short time however they put
in appearance and completely ignoring
brother stephenson and myself they
shook hands with everybody else in the
house after which we sat down to the
table with our bibles the sergeant ex-
plained that it was agreed between them
that mr C the gentleman of the ply
mouth brethren would take charge and
together with another gentleman would
do all the talking and the rest of us
would be the audience this it seemed
to me was a hint that they had heard
enough from us mr C began by read-
ing the irth chapter of exodus and
then proceeded by means of a strange
twisting of scripture to heap abuse up-
on us but as in all oter instances
where men calumniate us it turned in
our lavorfavor instead of against us since
that time the sergeant and his family
have been friends to us thus we see
howhoar the lord works to bring about his
purposes

trusting that this may tend to encour-
age some elder as I1 have been encour-
aged through reading similar experien-
ces I1 am yours lorfor MORMONISM

NORTHERN INDIANA conference
CRUMSTOWN indiana

october 21 st 1896

this conference convened at crums
town st joseph county indiana
october present president spencer
of the northern states mission twelve
elders sister catherine rakestrawRoke straw her
son and daughter of metz indiana

the opening day being storma not
many were in attendance besides elders
and members after the opening ex-
ercises president spencer said we
would proceed to hearbear from the elders
each one to speak upon the subject as-
signedsi tied some two weeksweeksagoago byellerby elder
E M boyer president otof the conference
as follows faith elder hyrum
son repentance elder alfred A
bramwell baptism elder john Gabbatb
the holy ghost elder W F maymayhewhew
divine authority elder uriah george
miller church organization eider
john toole scattering and gathering otof

israel elder john stout tithing elder
david J davis apostasyApostacy elder john
L ellertson does the bible sustain the
book of mormon elder S G spencer

besides these subjects elder spencer
gave a very timely and interesting dis-
course in a meeting at the house of mr
james using as his text Is

X 5 and another at crumstownCrums town
on marriage by special request

some of the meetings were not langly
attended owing to the rainy weather
and the scattered condition of the
people at a priesthood and counsel
meeting held on monday morning elder
spencer gave the elders valuable in-
structionst upon topics immediately con
necked with their labors as missionaries
he pointed out by relating his own
missionary experiences how the elders
may approach the people in order to
get into their confidence overcome
prejudice and secure their hospitality
he relates that in all his travels as anat
elder in this missionmis sidn he has never as
yetye asked for a meal or a bed although
going without purse or scrip and never
done without either the elders all
agreed that we travel henceforth with-
out headquarters and without money
heretofore a mistake has been made in
the elders having headquarters and
paying as most did for the same they
have trusted in the lord during fiverfive
days of the week and in their purse the
remainder some have done even less
than this going to headquarters every
night or two

i it has come to be thought that the
northern states mission is not as pleasant
nor inexpensive a one as the southern
states on account of the supposed
coldness and inhospitality of the people
such an idea grows out of the fact that
the same glowing reports are not forth
coming from this mission this idea
we wish to correct for the people here
deserve showing up in their true light
there are numerous warm hearted
people in country and city here who
will entertain the elders they must
be approached differently however
from those in the south

in this connection we wish to mention
the names of mr james coolterWoolter mr
john reeves mr J H pondersPontiers mr
george who I1 with their
families have entertained the elderseider
during conference these kind people
have knitted themselves to the elders
and the elders to them in a way that
the most friendly ties have been
established

the elders have all been given new
companions and assigned fresh pastures
in the large cities to labor during
winter

the following are the new appoint-
ments with lull post office address

logan cass county indiana ernest
M boyer and david J davis

indianapolis marion county indiana
john stout and joseph cardon

lafayette tippecanoeTippa canoedanoe county
indianna john toole and william R
andrew

muncie delaware county indiana
walter F mayhew and hyrum S
arnoldson

blufftonBluff tan wells county IndianaAlfred
A bramwell and john gabbarth

angola steuben county indiana
uriah G miller and john L ellertson

if anyny reader of the NEWS knows oiof
relatives or friends in anyny otof the above
named cities he will do well to com-
municatemunicate their names and full address


