THE AMNESTY MOVEMENT.

IT ia gratifying to see the common
gentlment in (avor of the movement
for general amnesty to the people of
Utah, Al parties and clasees seem to
approve of it. The hesilation of the
Presldent, we believe, is due to over
caution, He does not want to commit
himself to so important A measure
witbout sueh backing as would pre-
clude all blame to him by the country.
It is for this renson, no doubt, that
Congress 18 nsked to take some steps jn
the matter.

BSenator Paddock hes introduced a
bill to amend Pection s8ix of the Ed.
munds Act. The Tridune says it is to
repeanl {hat section, which is a palpable
mistake, ae that would take away the
anmpesty provision of the law instend
of enlarging it. As we have previous-
ly explalned, the provislou now givea
the Presldent power to grant amnesty
to offenders befors the passage of the
act. It is proposed to extend thle
power so as to meet all the require.
ments of present cases. It Js quite
likely that the nmendment will pass
and that the President will then pro-
ceed to grant the pe‘tltion.

However, we take the ground tbat
the President’s power in the preminres
is ample under the constitutional pre-
rogatives he possesses, independent of
the Ed munds sot or any other Con-
gressional statute. Moreover, he has
exerciped this executive clemency In
individual easte & number of times,
and the dame prineiple 1s involved in
that actlop ae would be In & general
amnesty.

Westill see remarks made about “re-
storing ocitlzenship.?’ It should be

understood that cltlzenship i not jost'

or restored by any provisions of the
anti-polygamy Inwe. When a man
loges his (ranchiee he does not [wsrfeit
his eitizenship. Thbai remaine intact,
whether he can vote or not. A great
many citizens, including women and
males under twenty-one years ol age,
canpnot vote orhold office. The fran-
chise 18 a privilege conferred by law
and does not inhere in eitizenship.

If a genera] amnesty was granted,
unless some change ln the Edmunda
and Edmunds-Tucker acts whe also
effected, but very few men would re-
ceive any political benefit. Quly by a
repenl or revision of pection elght
of the Edmunds Act and of sec-
tion twenty-four of the Edmunds-
Tueker Act would the vobing
snd offce-holding (ranchise be re-
stored to persons who are in the status
of polygamy.

The benefita of general amnesty
wounld be general, in so far as it wonld
be an official mark of reconciliation
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between the Mormon?? people and the

Government &nd a settlement of long
pending difficulties, and would tend to
cement the union existing and to pro-
mote a better feeling throughout the
country In regard to Utah. They
would be indivldual, In that persons-
who have been convicted or indieted
and are not yet freed from the law,
would be pardoned, nnd those of that
class who are now disconnected from
polygamy would be enfranchised, Per-
sone who are freed from polygamousre-
lationsmay vote and hold office with-
out amnesty, and so can al] other per-
sond Who can take the registration
oath.

We male these oxplanations that the
scope and effect of the umnesty pro-
posed may not be misunderstood., It i
8 subject of coppiderable discussion
and should be viewed fio its proper
light. The sentiment in ita support Is
an encouraging Indication of a hetter
publio feeling towards Utah, and we
regard it as a slgnificant sigu of the
times.

———

THE CHAMPION BLATHERSKITE.

THE “‘Liberal* cauge {n Utah finds
a titting champlon before the congres-
slonal committeen in the person of Q.
W. Powers, Unscrupulous to the last
degree, he can twist facts, torture eir-
cumstances, make black appear white
and blow hot or cold with the same
breath in bis profeselonsl capacity of
political juggler.

On the stump in thie eity the sin-
cerity of the ¢‘Mormons’® was one of
bis chief objects of ridieule, and to cast
doubts upon it a prime subfeet of his
fervid oratory. Io Washington that
very sincerity he openly admits and
makes bhls chief reasom for opposing
both the statehood and ‘“home rule’”
movements, Here the “Mormons?”
must not receive any political power
because they are insincere in their
promiges and actions; there they must
not be admitted to the rights and privi-
leges of true liberty because they are
sincere in thelr religious bellef and
profession,

Another little piece of characteristic
Powers jugglery was the Introduction
of 1 dispatch from prominent Qgden
men, obtained through misrepresenta-
tion, disclosed in the annexed tiele-
Erams.

"*OgnEN, Febroary 16, 1892
0. C. Richards, Washington, D. (1.

Telegrams say that: ‘Kentuoky' Smith
aitacked Judge Miner's moral and judi-
pial integrity. Iffalse, deny or repudiate,
Powers has telegraphing project signed
by al! lawyera and bankers here.

HeNRY H, RoLarp,

Wednesday afternoon the following
repiy wae received:
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“WasHINGTON, February 17, 1892,
H. H. Rolapp, Ogden, Utah:

Dispateh evidently false and sent for
politiocal offect. 8mith emphatically dis-
claimed all personal attack on anybody.
Gave two insiances and cited racord{-’.
Did not charge Miner with lack of moral
or judicial integrity. Miner's telegram o
Powors read hefore committee today.

C. C. RioiARDs,
H. W, Syrre.?

He also presented a letter from an
Ogden man of wo particular promi-
nence, relating a conversation said to
have been held with Mr. Bmith just
before he left for Washington. Mr.
Bmith denounced it ns a lie, declaring
he had pot spoken to the man this year.
Powers read the alleged Barton letter
published in the ZTribune, which we
ventilated a few daye ago, and at-
fempted to draw from it inferences
totally unwarranted by the letter.

He misrepresented the action taken
to dissolve the People’s party, assajled
the veracity of gentlemen on the other
side and attacked their motives, but in
opposing the “home rule’” measure
ndmitted be and the “Liberals” would
rather have statehood at once.

As to character, Powers’ Michlgan
record might be entered as part of the
proceedinge, a8 a companion documeut
to his two years’ old speech which he
desired to file. The report furnished
to the *‘Liberal’’ organ shows tbat he
regorted to falsehood, which will no
doubt be exposed before tbe Investigas
tion is finished, and to sophistry of the
most trangparent kind,

The whole tirade does not exhibit
any sound reason why the people of
Utah sbould be longer deprived of
political liberty, but was chiefly a
direct defense of some persens who
had been iucldentally blamed by the
other side, and mingled pralse and
defamatlon of the “Mormou? people,
with exaggerations of what the “Lip-
erals?? have done for Utsh, Powers is
the champlon blatherekite of the
“Liberal”” fuction, but has one virtue,
he does try to earn the money which
he receivea for bis nefarious work.

.

JAFFA AND JERUSALEM,

NEXT summer tourists to Jerusalem
will be enabled to mnke the trip from
Jafla to the saered clty surrounded by
all the modern comforts afforded by
raflroad transit. The French company
engaged in building the llne expect to
have it completed in & short time.

1t is only A few years since there was
anything like ® respeotable road be-
tween thétwo points. For the present.
tolerably fair wagon way, travelers in
that part of the world nre indehted to
the visit, a few years ago, of an Itallan
prince. As soon as the Sultan of Tur-
key learned of the Intention of the.



