740
upon the hooks of our axsocintions. |
Agnin we look through the SBtakes of
Zion and see prominent eccleeinstle|
and civil offlees being constantly

Wekeep fresh in the beart sacred
memories of the great dend by hold-
ing these nnnual conferences of the
Young Men’s Mutunl Improvenent

filled from the ranks of the Mutunl| Associntions, on the nnniversary of

Ilnprovement Associntions,

From the very nnture of thie ex-|fermers of any age;
ergises of theso orgnnizations, the | nently proper and

the birth ot one of the grentest re-
w and it is emi-
befitting that we

members wre fitting themselves to ! should  prayerfully and gratelully

hold honorable positions—positions |
of trust nnd emolument.

The Priesthood is endeavoring to |
Instil principles of truth and virtuc
into t?\e minds of the children ofl
men. The Improvemont Assecin-
tions are nurseries of these divine
{)rinciples, aud their members nre
mbued with them. Assistants,
then, we nre, without controversy.

All honorable, trustworthy, God-
foaring men are good citizens; all
good eitizens nre n support to the
pationnl government; hence, the
members of these orgnnizations
must be supporters of nntional gov-
ernment, whiel, logically, places
them as factors of universal progress.

A common sympathy Fer\'ndes
the souls of the youth of Isrel,
taught them by the inawguration of
this brotherhood. There nre a great
many brotherhoots in the world
but none ao Inrge as the brotherhoot
of temptation nng unfriendly clr-
curnstances. A race of belngs are
born into the world in circumstances
not of their own cloosing, some
Detter, some worse, ind nll Bubjects
of tomptation. The great riddle
of life is unsolved. The situa-
tion of this race is, to. us,
one of profound interest. With n
God over its head ad o Jaw in its
heart that hold it to accountability,
and with nppetites nnd passions
within, gnd ecircumstances nnd
temptations without, urging, conx-
ing, driving it to transgression—
whnt n spectacle is this for angels
and for God! To tranquilize this, to
bring zbout a divine harmony and
to estahlish ‘“‘one faith and one
Lord” is the great mission of the
Priesthood, and the Mutunl [m-
provement Associntions are cnlled
to nid. And we will help, we will
listen to the call, for, while the
world lies drenming, we will fiud
that the plnees and positions of life
are ghaping themselves into n lad-
der on which angels ascend and
descend, the last round leaning on
n heavenly lnnding; because thot
which is above us, in allotment, gift
and requisition, forms B0 many
steps of gradation that lead from the
cells where we do penance, to the
temple where we expect peace aud
eternnl lives.

Singing: Chorus *Good Morn-

ing.**
Eenedictlon by Elder Johnson.

Proceedings on Saturday Alternocon
and Sunday.
2 p. m.

The services on Baturday after-
noon were commenced hy singing:
«“Wake a Song of Joy nnd Glad-
ness.??

Prayer by Assistant Genernl B
perintendent Jos. A. West.  ~

Singing: ¢8chool thy Feelings.”

MOBES THATCHER

of the Genernl Buperintendency de-
livered the followlng lecture on the
“Life of President B. Yodng:”

celebrate, 1o this manner, his natal
dny. And while willing to nttempt
the pnrt given me, 1 sensihly renlize
that the commitiee on programine
hnve assigned me n subject—The
Life and Character of, Brigham
Young—whieh I hnve contemplated
with po degree of confidence, feel-
ing, as Idid. utterly incompetent to
do his great merit more than even
partinl justiee.

By patient toil nnd persistent ef-
fort, the amateur might suceced
with tonpgue or pen, in delineating
some of the benuties of blade, leaf
aud flower. In like monuver the
unekilled band mny depict form
and color of shrub or tree, imitate
gracefu] eurvatures of majestic
rivers,and even eatch thesemblance
of nature’s smile kissing dew drops
on hill and mendow; but dull in-
deed must be the sensibilitics of
him who appronches without rever-
ence, nnd without nwe,the towering
mountuiu——rock-rihb(.(j nnd strong,
torn into voleanic senmis, hoary
with nge and wrinkled, yet sof-
tened and beautified by tints and
shndows lingering around con-
yon and clitf; or glorified with the
rays of the norning sun playing
on ice-bound helrhts,and snow-clnd
peaks nll throbbing with inward
power, by mortsl man immensur-
able.

Standlng at the base of Popacata-
petl one gazes enraptured at jts sym-
metrical beauty; tgcn, ns the iden
of the immensity of the magnificent
plle dnwne upon the mind and cou-
captions of its breadth and height
determine its mognitude,admiration
supplants mpture, nnd admiration
in turn yields to nn overpowering
sensy of awe. the soul finds ex-
pression; and while no audible word
is spolken a voiceless something dis-
tinetly utters—How grent s God,
how minrvelous His works!

As Popucatapetl to surrounding
mountains o Brighnm Young to
most wivn known to me,

When gnzing upen that King of
mountuins with its throbbiog henrt
of fire, I was impressed preciscly
as when looking-on formnnd feature
of that king of men with his mighty
scope of intellectunl power. In
vach instapce c¢ommon thoughts

rielded, without personnd velition.
To those of more exnited nature,
and in silent awe the heart®s best
impulses reach beyond the moun-
taln to the maker of the mountuin;
beyond the man, to the Creator of
the man.

Uod is the  anthor of truth; and
truth eternnl was® the guide of
Brigham Young. Brighom Young
did not crente Mormonism; but
Mormonism formesl the character
of Brighnm Young. A mole hill fills
not the space occupied by n moun-
tain, neither the mind of an ordinary
man the space filled by the mighty,
almost boundlers intellect and spir-
itunl force of that great colonizer,

-
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istatesman, reformer nod prophet
leader.

Mny we not—youth of Zion—oD
this day, hold insacred roemory bis
goodpess, his greatness without in-
{jury to the living, or harm to the
dend! Do we not recognize in the
life nnd charneter of such men the
divine workmnnship of an Almighty
and Bupreme Creator, expreseing.
Himself even in the eternnl fitness
snd harmony of things?

He of whom we speak w8
great in great things; nnd alwnys
grentest when grent matters pressedl
for solution and daugerous emer-
gency confused and baflled wenker
men. When questions fraught
with grent events pressed hard, he
was nble to build upon the firm foun-
dation of wirdom and Juslice,foreenst
[the future, meet the demands of
the present and thep in o breath
show his ocnfdence in God, his
freedore from core by cm-essing the
lips of innocent childhood nnd ten-
derly winning the love of habes.

The ecopv of his mind seem
limltless. His powers appeared up-
on all ocenslons equal to the compre-
hension and foundntion of generall:
tice of the greatest magnitude, and
of ﬁraspin;: smallest details.

¢ could spenk the langunge of
the stars. discourse eloguently re-
specting the orgnnization of worlds,
and then in simple terms direct how
to plow nnd plnnt, reap nnd sow.

ig spiritun] and tempornl fne-
ultiee were so perfect)y and haf-
moniously orgnnized thnt no on®
could tell when the one luft off and
the othier began, He above nll mel
I have knewn put “life under the
very ribs of denth’ hy expounding
in word and aet religion as 0
live thing, helpful here and full
of salvation in the great hereafter.
The Gospel of Christ as expounded
and practiced by him Lecane 1 ¥i=
talized force full of marvelous bes-
ty, sympathy nond power—a perfoct
law of liberty, comprehending life
and lght, justice nnd judgment.

Under the inagimtlon of God his
mind was capnble of the loftiest
conceptions revealed to rann, ant
in: his wisdom the simplest princl-
ples of domestle economy were mnde
to shine as gems of the first water
In that early day, when dark clouds
gnthered nnd danger tllrenbene(ﬁ
when weak minds wavered ab
discord allied with division; it was
Brigham Young who wrought or-
der out of chaos, and tritors plo
ting for usurpation and innocen
blood bid their hends when the
““lion-hearted? rebuked in the nvm®
of the Lord nnd foretoid the fate
of incompetent npostates.  Then,
if not before, God placed on Brig:
ham Young the sen] of successor-
ghip. The mantle of the youthiful
Prophet fell not on unworthy
shoulders when it rested u;})lon him
who wns willipg to give his ow!!
to save the life of Joseph. The eX°
ternal evidences of the divine mis-
slon ana heavenly caliing of the
great modern boy prophet are -
mergug, but none to my mind nre
more striking thon is found in the
recorded nud sorrowful fact that he
was nble to nnnounce the will ©
God in the eall of Brigham Youog
Heber C. Kimball, John Tavlor ni




