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upon0n the books of our associations7again9ain we look through the stakes of
zion and see prominent ecclesiastic
and civil offices being constantly
filled from the ranks of the mutual
improvement associations

from the very nature of the ex-
ercises of these organizations the
members are fitting themselves to
hold honorable positions positions
of trust and emolument

the priesthood is endeavoring to
principles of truth and virtue

into thexe minds of the children of
men the improvement associa-
tions are nurseries of these divine
principles and their members are
imbued with them assistants
then we are without controversy

all honorable trustworthy god
fearing men are good citizens all
good citizens are a supsupportport to the
national government hence the
members of these organizations
must be supporters of national gov-
ernmenternment which logically places
them as factors of universal progress

A common sympathy pervades
the souls of the youth of israel
taught them by the inauguration of
this brotherhood there are a great
many brotherhoodsbrothe in the world
but none so large as the brotherhood
of temptation andana unfriendly cir-
cumstancescum stances A raicerace of beings are
born into the world in circumstances
not of their own choosing some
better some worse and all subjects
of temptation the great riddle
of life is unsolved the situa-
tion of this race is to- us
one of profound interest with a
god over its head and a law in its
heart that hold it to accountability
and with appetites and passions
within ondand circumstances and
temptations without I1 urging coax-
ing driving it to transgression
what a spectacle is this for angelsan
and for god to tranquilize this to
bring about a divine harmony and
to establish one faith and one
lord is the great mission of the
priesthood and the mutual im-
provementppromovementro associations are called
to aid and we will help we will
I1listensten to the call for while the
world lies dreamingearningdr we will find
that the places and positions of life
are shaping themselves into a lad-
der on which angels ascend and
descend the last round leaning on
a heavenly landing because that
which is above us in allotment gift
and requisition forms so80 many
step of gradation that lead from the
ceabelts where we do penance to the
temple where we expect peace audand
eternal lives
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life of president B

we keep fresh in the heart sacred
memories of the great dead by holdii

these annual confereconferences of the
young mens mutual improvement
associations on the anniversary of
the birth of one of the greatest re-
formers of any age and it is emi-
nently proper antland Lfbefittingittig that we
should prayerfully and gratefully
celebrate in this manner his natal
duyday and while willing to attempt
theeartthe part given me I1 sensibly realize
that the committee on programme
have assigned me a subject therhe
life and character of brigham
young which I1 have contemplated
with no degree of confidence feel-
ing as ididedid utterly in incompetentcompetent to
do his great merit more than even
partial justice I1

by patient tolltoil and persistent ef-
fort the amateur might succeed
with tongue or pen in delineating
some of the beauties of blade learleaf
and flower in like manner the
unskilled hand may depict form
and color of shrub or tree imitate
graceful curvatures of majestic
riversriversandand even catch the semblance
of natures smile kissing dew drops
on hillbill and meadow but dull in-
deed must be the sensibilities of
him who approaches without rever-
ence and without awetheawe the towering
mountain rock ribbed and strong
torn into volcanic seams hoary
with age and wrinkled yet sof-
tened and beautified by tints and
shadows lingering around can-
yon and cliff or glorified with the
rays of the morning sun playing
on iceleeiceboundbound heightlandheightsand snow clad
peaks all throbbing with inward
power by mortal man immeasur-
able

standing at the base of
betl one gazes enrapturedred at its sym-
metrical beauty then asaa the idea
of the immensity of the magnificent
pile dawns upon the mind and con-
ceptions of its breadth and height
determine its magnitude admiration
supplants rapture and admiration
in turn yields to an overpowering
sense of awe the soul finds ex-
pressionressi oll and while no audible word
iss spoken a voiceless something dis-
tinctly utters how great is god
howlow marvelous his works

As to surrounding
mountains so brigham young to
most wenmen known to me

when gazing upon that king of
mountains with its throbbing heart
of fire I1 was impressed previewpreciselyly
as when looking on form and feature
of that king of men with his mighty
scope of intellectual power inila
each instance common thoughts
yielded without personal volition
to those of more exalted nature
and- in silent awe the heardshearths best
impulses reach beyond the moun-
tain to the maker of the mountain
beyond the man to the creator of
the man

god is the author of truth and
truth eternal was the guide of
brigham young brigham young
did not create mormonism but
mormonism formed the character
of brigham young A mole hill fills
not the space occupied by a moun-
tain neither the mind of an ordinary
man the space filled by the mighty
almost boundless intellect and spir-
itual force of that great colonizer

statesman reformer and prophet
leader

may we not youth of zion olton
this day hold in sacred memory hisbis A

goodness his greatness without in
jury to the living or harmbarm to the
dead do we not recognize in the J

lift and character of such men the
divine workmanship of an almighty
and supreme creator expressing
himself even in the eternal fitness 1 I

and harmony of things J

he of whom we speak was
great in great things and always
greatest when great matters pressed 1

for solution and dangerous emer
gency confused and baffled weaker j
men when questions fraught
with great events pressed hard he
was able to build upon the firm foun-
dation of wisdom andiand justiceustice forecast
the future meet the demandsdemands of
the present and then in a breath
show his cenconfidenceflotence in god hisbis
freedomfreedorr from care by cacaressingcaressia the
lips of innocent childhood angand ten-
derly winning the love of babes

the scope of his mind seemed
limitless his powers appeared up-
on all occasions equal to the compre-
hension and foundation ofP generali-
ties of the greatest magnitude and
of grasping smallest details

he could speak the language of
the stars discourse eloquently re-
spectingspecting the organization of worlds
and then in simple terms direct how
to plow and plant reap and sow

his spiritual and temporal fac-
ulties were so perfectly and har-
moniouslymonjou sly organized that no one
could tell when the one left off and
the other began he above all men 1

I1 have known put life under the
very ribs of death by expounding
inin word and act religion as a
live thing helpful here and full
of salvation inin the greatreat hereafter
the gospel of christchrist as expounded
and practiced by him became a vi

force full of marvelous beau-
ty sympathy and power a perfect
law of liberty comprehending life
and light justice and judgment

under the insinspiration of god his
mind was capcapablele olof the loftiestloft iest
conceptions revealed to man and
in his wisdom the simplest princi-
ples of domestic economy were made
to shine as gems of the first water
in that early dayday when dark clouds
gathered and danger threatenedruawhen weak minominds wavewaveredred an
discord allied with division it was f
brigham young who wwroughtrought or
der out of chaos and traitors plot I1

ting for usurpation and innocent
blood hid their heads when the
I1 lionillonlionheartedhearted rebuked in the namenallie
of the lord and foretold the fate
of incompetent apostates then v

if not before god placed on brig-
ham young the seal of

the mantle of the youthful
prophet fell not onoil unworthy
shoulders when it rested upon will
who was willing to give his own
to save the life of joseph the ex-

ternal evidences of the divine MISm
sion andana heavenly calling ofine
great modern boy prophet are nu
onerousberous but none to my mind are
more strikingilig than is found in the
recorded and sorrowful fact that nebe
was able to announce the will orof
god in the call of brigham young
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