-cerning the first colonization of this
country after the flood was the way
that they mavigated the great
Pacific ocean. Only think fof a few
moments of the

eastern coast of China, and bringin
them a vngage of three hundred an
forty-four

cle. This was not done by the aid of
steam, or by the navigator’s art, but it
was by the power of the Almighty God.
He it was who controlled these vessels;
He it was who governed the winds of
heaven; He it was who brought them

up out of the midst of the deep, when | revelations of God.
they were swallowed up, and He it was | righteous

Lord our. God
taking eight barges, launched on the |

ays and landing them all in |
the same neighborhood and wvicinity |
and at the same time. This was a mira-
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the northern portions of South Ameri-
ca, and were called Nephites and be-
came a powerful nation. The country
was called the land Bountiful, and in-
cluded within the land of Zarahemla.
But to go back their early history:
Shortly after the Nephite colony was
brought by the power of Go antﬂ
landed on the western coast of Sou

Ameriea, in the country we call Chili,
there was a great division among them.
The righteous were threatened b .
wicked ‘who sought to destroy them.
The Lord warned Nephi, their leader
to flee from among the

depart for the safety of himself and his
family, and those that believed in the
Nephi and the
rated themselves from the

who guided them safely tothis Ameri- | Lamanites and traveled about eighteen

can shore, | .
They landed to the sputh of this, just

the

ﬂamanites, to

[ F'eb. 10.

come ten times sgtronger and. more
powerful than they have ever been, and
the Lord their God will, bless them

Shall "we feel the chastening bhand of
the Almighty like those who will not
repent?  That will depend altogether

more abundantly than hitherto, But
on the other hand if they will uot do
these things the decree that was made
in ancient times is just'as certain to be
fulfilled as the sun shines in yonder
heavens,

We.have seen, in a very small de-
gree, the chastisement of the' Almighty
upon the present powerful nation of
which we form a part. Great has been
their chastisement in some respects;
but in other respects they hardly seem
to feel it. But still look at the desola-
tion that certain portions of our fair
country Lave bad to endure by the
depredations of hostile armies one
against another. ' Tens of thousands

hundred miles north until they came | rolling in the dust in their blood; whole
to the head waters of what we term the | towns and cities laid waste, and the

below the Gulf of Califordia, on our{ Amazon river. There Nephi located | country for hundreds and hundreds of

western coast, They inhabited North
Ameriga, and s forth on this Con-
tinent; and in thecourseof some sixteen
hundred years’ residence here, they be-
came & mighty and powerful nation.

Although they became a great and |length of time.

mighty people, they were oftentimes
very much chastened because of their
sins., Here let me observe that before
they arrived+«on this land the Lord said
to Lﬂam, ‘I design to lead you forth to a
land that is choice above all other lands
on the face of the whole earth; and this
is my decree concerning the land which
you are to oceupy, that whatever nation
shall sess the land from this time
henceforth and forever shall serve me,
the only true and living God, or the
shall be swept off from the face thereof,
when they are fully ripened in their in-
iquity.” The Jaredites had this decree
before them, before they set foot ‘on
this Continent. It was before them
daring the whole term of their exis-
tence here, that inasmuch as they would
serve God the{l would be prospered, and
inasmuch as they would not serve Him
ﬁtﬁ judgments were upon them.

nce they were afllicted oftentimes be-
cause of their wickedness. On acertain
occasion there was a very few individ-
uals, Omer and his family and some few
of his friends, that were righteous
enough to be spared out of a whole na-
tion. The Lord warned them by a
dream to depart from the land of Moran,
and led them forth in an easterly direc-
tion beyond the hill ‘Cumoreh, down
into the eastern countries upon the sea
shore. By this means a few families
were saved, while all the balance, con-
sisting of millions of people were over-
thrown because of their wickedness.
But after they were destroyed the Omer-
ites, who dwelt in the New England
States, returned again and dwelt in the
land of their fathers on the western
coast.

I merely ‘mention these things to
show how the Lord operated among the
first nations of the old inhabitants of
this country, in order to fulfil His de-
crees, They could not fall into wick-
edness, and still be suffered to prosper
on the face of this land. The decree had
gone forth, it must be fulfilled. Finally,
some sixteen or seventeen centuries af-
ter they landed here, they became so
violently wicked, and transgressed the
commandments of the Lord to that de
gree that they were really swept off to a
man, The whole nation ished.
Their graamt and last struggles were
in the State of New York, near where
the plates from which the Book of
Mormon was translated were found.
There they fought day after d:ﬁ there
they struggled, one party against the
other until millions were swept off.
Only one man survived his nation fora
?“flr’ short space of time to see the fal-
fillment of & pruphaei that was uttered
by a t and mighty prophet that
lived in those d;{n, who stated that he
shonld be permitted, after his nation
WAS | mm bdlﬂld the coloniza-
tion of t) by another le. This
man, whose name was Coriantumr,
King :};_Hﬂﬂl_ portion of the Jare-
dites, after the destruction of his na-
ﬁnn;:‘:nderd, solitary and alone, down
towards the mus of Darien,
there he | unainted with a col«
ony wplﬁ brought from the land of
Jerusalem, ecalled the peggla--nt Zara-
hemla. He dwelt with: _
space of nine moons, and then he died.

After the destruction of the Jaredites,
the Lord brought two other colonies to
people this land. ' One colony landed
norih of the Isthmus; the other land-
ed on the coast of Chili, upwards of
two thousand miles south of them. The
latter, were called the Nephites and
Lamanites. It was some four or five
centuries after these two colonies came
from Jerusalem and occupied the coun-
try before they amalgamated. A little
over one century before Christ the Ne-
rhies united with the Zarahemlaites in

| his little colony in the country supposed

be Ecuador, a very high region,many
arge and elevated mountains being in
that region.

Here the Nephites flourished for some
The Lamanites follow-
ed thém up and they had many wars
and contentions, and finally the LLaman-

| ites succeeded in taking away their set-

tlements, and the Nephites fled again

em for the|

some twenty days’ journey tothe north-
ward and united themselves with the
people of Zarahemla.

I mention these things in order to
impress one particular item upon the
minds of the Latter-day Saints concern-
ing the inheritance or possession of this
land. The Liord not only
in the early ages with the first colonists
that came here; but He renewed these
decrees every time he brought a colony

made decrees ﬂ

here that the Jaeupla should serve Him,
or they should be cut off from His pres-
ence, and you will find that God, in
every instauce, has remembered these
decrees. And there is one thing re-
markable in relation to the history of

these nations, and that is the rapidity |

with which they departed from the
faith and righteousness and the love of
the true . Bometimes they would,
after some great judgement or scourge
had fallen u%m them, causing the death
of many of them, repent and become a
righteous people; and God would bless
them again, and they would begin to
rise up and prosper in the land, But
perhaps in the course of three or four
years & people that were almost wholly
righteous, would turn from their right-
eousness to folly, sin and wickedness,
and bring down another heavy judg-
ment on their heads. And thus gene-
ration after generation passed away
among the former inhabitants of this
land, and they had their ups and downs.
Every time the majority of the people
transgressed a tremendous judgement
would come upon them; and every time
tha{r repen before the Liord with all
their hearts, He would turn away His
wrath and begin to prosper them.

Now, these same decrees, which God
made in relation to the former nations

‘“Whatevernation,’” the Lord said,'*shall
ossess this land, from this time hence-
orth and forever, shall serve the onl

true and living God or they shall be

swept off when the fullness of His wrath
shall come upon them.” Since this an-
cient decree there are many nations
who have come here. And lastly Eu-
ro 8 have come from what is termed
the old world across the Atlantic. And
lately the Chinese are beginning to
come across the Pacifie, and this conti-
nent is becoming extensively peopled.

They have constructed many
populous cities and have

t and
me very

they are nothing compared with the

numerous hosts of the Jaredites that

once spread over all the face of North
America. But yet they are numerous,

d are considered one of the most pow-
er }lmﬁgn; ?n the face of the whole
earth: and their resources are ve reat
m the s

| pm‘perl_
forerathers in establishing settlements
‘on the face of this land, in establishing
a free government, with freedom of the
preut and religious worship, is very
great, - - &

They 'magine to themselve - that his
prosperity is to continue for ever, there
is to be no end to their greatness. Now

ever since I was a boy, their great-
ness will not proteet them; their pre-
sent prosperity will not protect them.
There is only one 'thing that will pro-
tect the nations that inhabit North and
8 uth America, and that is to
turn to the Lord their God with all
their hearts, minds and strength, and
serve Him with fall purpose of heart,
and cease from all their wickedness.

That will protect them, If they will
' do this they will spread forth and be-

‘repent

miles, as it were, in perfeet desolation,
Railroads that cost millions torn up
cars and merchandise destroyed, and
the whole country involved in a debt
that perhaps will require a lapse of
many years before much more than the
interest on it is paid, and for which,
severe taxation must be imposed on all
the inhabitants of the land. And
when we include both the North and
the South, perhaps two or three mil-
lions of lives have been lost; if not alfo-
ether lost by the weapons of war in
attle, they have perished in conse-

‘quence of the difficuities and afllictions |

that generally attend armies,

This great war is only a small degree
of chastisement, just the beginuing;
nothing compared to that which God
has spoken concerning this nation, if
they will not repent. For the Lord
has said in this book, (the Book of
Mormon) which has been published for
thirty eight years that if they will not

ée will throw down all their
strongholds and cut off’ the cities of the
land, and will execute vengeance and
fury on the nation, even as upon the
heathen, such as they have not heard.
That he will send a desolating scourge
on the land; that He will leave their
cities desolate, without inhabifants.
For instance the great, powerful and
pulous city of New York, that may
ﬁ considered one of the greatest cities
of the world, will in a few years become

that inhabited this country extend to us. |

a mass of ruins. The people will won-
der while gazing on the ruins that cost
hundreds of millions to build, what
has become of its inhabitants, Their
houses will be there, but they will be
left desolate. So saith the Lord God.
That will be only a sample of numerous

other towns and cities on the face of

this continent.

Now I am aware that it is almost im-
goauihla for even some of the Latter-day

aints to get that confidence and that
strong faith in the events which God
iutends to accomplish on this land in
the future te believe in such a thing, to
say nothing about outsiders, that do not
believe a word of it. Outsiders do not
believe it any more than they believed
me when I was a boy and took that
revelation which was given in 1832, and
carried it forth among many towns and

y | cities and told them there was to be a

reat and terrible war between the
orth and the South, and read to them

Many milliens are already upon it.

powerful on the face of the land; but

which attended our | destroyed them.

| safety in earrying on the
I can te/l them, as I have told them

the revelation., Did they believe it?
Would they consider that there wasany
truth in it? Not in the least, ‘‘that is
a Mormon humbug’’ they would say.
‘““What! this great and powerful nation
of ours to be divided one part against
the other and many hundreds of thou-
sands of souls to be destroyed by civil
wars!”’ Not a word of it would they
believe. They do not believe what is
still in the future. But there are some
in this con |V
behold the fulfilment of these other
things and will visit the ruains of mighty

1 towns and cities seattered over the face

of this Jand destitute and desolate of
inhabitants, If inguiry shall then be
made, why such great distruetion? the
answer will be, wickedness bhas
| Wickedness and
COIT Iptidn have brought about the
hﬁ? \ment of the anecient decrees of
Heaven concerning this land. . Wicked-
nessand corruption have brought desola-
tion into their towns and cities,
‘time will come when there will he no
| peaceable
pursuits of farming or agriculture. But
these will be neglected and {he people
will think themselves well off’ if they
can flee from city to city from town fo

| town and escape with their lives. Thus|the Most

will the Lord visit the people if they
will not repent. Thus will He poarout
His wrath and indignation upon them
and make manifest to the people that
that which he has spoken must be ful-
filled.

But what shall become of this people?
Shall we be swept off in the general
ruin? Shall desolation come upon us?

on who will live, to|

The|

upon, our duct. We have it within
OUr power; bhas granted it to us, to
save ourselvesfrom the desolation and
calamities thatwill come upon the na-
tion,  How? By deing that which is
ri?ht; by living bopest before God and
all men; by seckinjafter that righteous-
nees that cowmrs {51%:1}13'11 the gospel of
the Bon of God; by Bllowing after the
law of Heaven; by domg unto others as
we would have otbersdo unto us; by -
putting away all the evihand abomina-
tions that ave practised Dy the wicked.
If we do tlis pl‘ﬂﬂ]l)?rity Wil be upon
the inhabit:nts of Utab; prowerity will
be upon the towns and cities wected by
this people, the hand of the Iard will
be over us to sustain us, and we will
BErea.d forth, He will multiply us in
the land; He will make us & grealpeo-
ple, and sticngthen our borders, wnd
send forth ti.e missionaries of this peo-
ple to the four quarters of the earth to
publish peace and glad tidings of
great joy, and proclaim that there

is still a. place left in the beart
of the American continent where
there are and safety and

refuge from the storms, desolations and
tribulations coming upon the wicked.
But on the other hand, Latter-day
Saints, how great are the responsibili-
ties resting upon us and upon our rising
generations, If we will not keep the
commandments of God, and if our
rising generations will not give heed to
the law of God and to the great light
which has shone from Heaven in these
latter days, bul turn their hearts from
the Lord their God and from the coun-
sels of His priesthood, then we shall
be visited like the wicked, then we ghall
have the hand of the Lord upon us in
judgment; then that saying that the

ord has delivered in the Book of Doc-
trines and Covenants will be fulfilled
upon us, ‘‘that I will wvisit Zion if
she does not do right, with sore atilic-
tions, with pestilence, with sword, with
fami??a aud with the flame of devouring
fire. |

Now here we have the choice. It is
within our reach; we can put forth our
hand after prosperity, peace and the ex-
tension of our berders, and bave all
these things multiplied upon us, and the
power of God within us; His arm to en-
circle round about to protect us from
every harm and evil. And on the other
hand we can reach forth the hand and
partake of wickedness and bring desola-
tion and destruction npon our borders.
Which shall we do? We are agents; we
are left to our own choice., God has
said that He would plead with His peo-
ple. I expeet that He will. “I will
plead,” =aith the Lord, ‘“with the strong
ones of Zion until she overcomes and is
clear before me,”” There is some conso-
lation injreading this declaration of the
Lord. Though we have to receive great
chastisement, though He has to plead
with us by judgment, tribulation, fam-
ine, by the sword and by the vengeance
of devouring fire, yet after all, when He
has afflicted this people sufficiently,
there will ke some few that will be
S 1:13-:1 and will become clean before the

ord,

It is quite a consolation to read that
the armies of Israel will eventually
become sanctified, and as clear as the
sun, as fair as the moon, and that their
banners will become terrible to the
nations of the wicked. Yet we may
have to pass through, by our own
wickedness, many calamities that may
overtake us. I hope not; but I do not
know., I may say that my hopes are
strengthened in regard to this matter,
for what do I behold here in this Terri-
tory? 1 behold a people that have been
willing to sacrifice all that they have
for the sake of the gospel; that have
been willing to forsake their native
kKingdoms and countries and to journey
by sea and by land to come here to
serve God. I see a people, the majority
of whom are willing to give heed to the
counsels of the servants of God that are
in their midst. Hence I 100k for peace
and prosperity, hence J'look for the
| arm of the Lord to be€xtended in be-
half of this ple sodong as there is a
majority of them wpo desire to do right,
I'so long as there ig’a majority who feel
to ‘unite their hsrts to carry out the
great prineipleg’of eternal truth and
righteousness fhat have been revealed.
So long will the Heavens be propitious,
and we ah%}:ﬂud fayor in the sight of

gh, But remember the in-
habitantswho once dwelt on the land;
remember their afllictions and their
calamities; remember that judgments
were poured out upon them beecause
they would not be obedient, XLetthem
be an everlasting lesson to us who live
in these latter times. Let us serve God
and we shall be blest, we shall prosper
if we keep His commandments. Amen.




