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berning the first colonization of this
country after the flood was rhevaythe way
that i they navigated the great
pacific ocean only think bof a few
moments of the lord our god
taking eight barges launched on the
eastern coast of china and bringbringingbringentn
thema aage of three hundred Mand
forty fourfoun daylandday sand landing them all in
the bamegame neighborhood and vicinity
and at the same time this was a mira-
cle this was not done bytheby the aldoraidor
steam or by the navigators art but it
waslwasbyby the power of thethoalmighty god
hkbeltbaitit was who controlled these vessels
he etwas who governed the winds of
heavenhaayen he it was who brought them

of the midst of the deepdeell when
they were swallowed up and he it was
who guided them safely to thisthil ameri-
can bhoreshore I1

they landed to the routhsouth of this lutiut
below the gulf of CaliCilicaliforniafordia on our
western coast they inhabited north
america and spread forth on this con-
tinentti and in the course of some sixteen
hundred years residence here they be-
came a mightyand powerful nation
although they became a great and
mighty people they were oftentimes
very much chastenedchasteneychastened because of their
sins here let me observe that before
they arrivedon this land the lord said
to them 1I design to lead you forth toato a
land that is choice above all other landslanda
ona the face of the whole earth and this
is my decree concerning the land which
youyon are to occupy that whatever nation
shall possess the land from this time
henceforth and forever shall serve me
the only true and living god or they
shall be swept off from tilethe face thereof
when they are fully ripened in their in-
iquity the Jared ites had this decree
before them before they set foot on
this continent it was before them
during the whole term of their exis-
tence here that inasmuch aaas they would
serve god they would be prospered and
inasmuch as they would not serve him
areatgreatreat judgments were upon themRnencehenceenceenee they were afflicted oftentimes be-
cause of their wickedness on a certain
occasion there was a very few individ-
uals omer and his family and some few
of his friends that were righteous
enough to be spared outoat of a whole na-
tion the lord warned them by a
dream to depart from the land of moran
and led them forth in an easterly direc-
tion beyond the hill CurcuncumorahCumonorehreh down
into the eastecasteeasterna countries upon the sea
shore by this means a few families
were saved while all the balance con-
sisting of millions of people were over-
thrown because of their wickedness
but after they were destroyed the omer
ites who dwelt in the newnow england
states returned again and dwelt in the
land of their fathers on the western
coast

I1 merely mention these things to
show how the lord operated among the
first nations of the old inhabitants of
this country in order to fulfillfulfil his de-
crees they could not fall into wick-
edness and still be suffered to prosper
on the face of this land the decree had
gone forth it must be fulfilled finally
some sixteen or sevenseventeenteen centuries af-
ter they landed here they became so
violently wicked and transgressed the
commandments of the lord to that de
gree that they were really swept offocttoto a
man the whole nation perished
theistheiltheirr greatgreatestestandand last struggles were
in the state of new york near where
the plates from which the book of
mormon was translated were found
there they fought day after day there
they struggled one party against the
other until millions were swept off
only one man survived his nation forafori
very shortabort space of timer to see the ful-
fillmentfillment of a prophecy that was uttered
by a great and mighty prophet that
livedlivid I1inn those days who stated that hebe
should be permitted after his nation
was destroyed totd behold the coloniza-
tion of the land by another people thia
man whose name waswis
king of a certain portion of the jare
ditis aftenafter the destruction of his na
tion wwanderedi andered solitary and alone down
towards the isthmus ofdariendarlen and
there he became acquainted with a bolmboim
ony of people brought from the land ofjerusalem called the people of zara
hemiaherfila helie dwelt with them forthefor the
spacee of nine moons and then hehb died

after the destruction of the jaredine9I1liroughtbrought two other colonies to
people this landand one colony landed
nortnorhof the isthmus theother land-
ed on the cocoastconstast of chilichill upwards of
two tthousandiloliousand miles southbouth of them the
latter were called the NepNop hites and
Lama it was some four or five
centuriesenturlesuries after thebethese two colonies came
from jerusalem and occupied the coun-
try before they amalgamated A little
over one century before christ the ncne
phles united with the in

the northenorthernra portvortportionsion of south arnvrnameri-
ca

eilepi

caarlsand were and be-
came a powerful nation the country

I1

was called the land bountiful and in-
cludedclouded within the land of ZaraZarahhernIAemla
but to go back their early history
shortly afteraften the colony was
brought by the power of god and
landed on the western coastcoart of auth
america in the country we call chill
there was a great division among thrimthem
the righteous were threatened by thethio
wicked who boughtsought to destroy them
the lord warned nephi their leader
topo fleeflea from among the mannesmanUesLa to
depart for the safety of himself and hi
family and those that bellbeilbelievedeVed inla the
revelationrevelationsi of god nephi and the
righteous separated themselves from the
Lama and traveled about eighteen
hundred miles north until they came
to the headwaters of what we term the
amazon river there nephi located
bishis little colony in thethie country supposed
to be ecuador a very high region many
large and elevated mountains being in
that region

here the Nephites flourished for some
length of time the Lama follow-
ed them up and they had many wars
and contentions and finally the laman
ites succeeded in taking away their set-
tlementstleilements and the Nepnephihitestes fled again
some twenty days journey to the north-
ward and united themselves with the
people of Zarah emla

I1 mention these things in order to
impress one particular item upon the
minds of the latter day saints concern-
ing the inheritance or possession of this
land the lord not only madeimade decrees
in the early ages with the first colonists
that came here but he renewed these
decrees every time he brought a colony
here that the people should serve him
dror they should be cut offfrom his pres-
ence and youyott will find that god in
every ininstance has remembered these
decrees and there is one thing re-
markable in relation to the history of
these nations andhad that Is19 the rapidity
with which they departed from the
faith and righteousness and the love of
the true god sometimes they would
after some great judgementjudgement or scourge
had fallen upon them causing the death
of many them a
righteous people and god would blessbiess
them again and they would begin to
rise up and prosper in the land but
perhaps in the course of three or four
years a people that were almost wholly
righteous would turn from their right-
eousness to folly sin and wickedness
andabd bring down another heavy judg-
ment on their heads and thus gene-
ration after generation passed away
among the former inhabitants of this
land had their ups and downs
every time the majority of the people
transgressed a tremendous judgementjudgement
would come upon them and every time
they repented before the lord with all
their hearts he would turn away his
wrath and begin to prosper them

now these same decrees which god
made in relation to the former nations
that inhabited this country extend to us

the lord said shall
possess this land from this time cliencehence-
forth and forever shall serve the only
true and living god or they shallbhail be
swesweptt offwhen the fullness ofhis wrathshafishaftshallbhail come upon them since this an-
cient decree there are many nations
who have come here and lastly eur-
opeans have come from what is termed
the old world across the atlantic and
lately the chinese are beginning to
come across the pacific and this conti-
nent is becoming extensively peopled
many millions are already upon it
they have constructed many great and
populous cities and have become very
powerful on the face ofbf the land but
they are nothing compared with the
numerous hosts ofor the Jared ites that
once spread overalloveoverralikallallali the face of north
At but yet they are numerous
and are considered oneond of the most pow-
erful nations on the fadeface of the whole
eaithearth and their resources are very great
and the prosperityty which attenattendedbd our

in establishing settbettsettlementssettlementlements
on the face of this land in lishing

i a free government with freedom of the
press and religious worship is very
great

they maginemagiale to themselvesthemselve that his
prosperity is totd continue for ever there
is to bobe no end to their greatness now
1I leauican molmoitolW I1 themtherul as I1 havebave told them
ever since 1I was a boybo their great-
ness will not protect them their pre-
sent prosperity will not protect them
therethero is only one thing that will pro-
tect the nations that inhabit north and
8 uth americamerica and that is to
turn to the lorlord theirtheir god with all
their hearts minds and strength and
serve him with full purpose of heart
and cease from all their wickedness
that will protect them if they will
do this they will spread forth and be

cocomecomain
1

e teufeu tiumesdesmes strongeralj ongen and moromore
popowerful than they have eveever beebecbeanbeen and
the lord their roqgoogoc willwiil digsadlis them
more abundantly tbt nooZOOhitherto but
an the lotheriOther handiii they wilwll ludtinot do
these things the dicdiedecreeree that wasWaa mademad0
la ancient times isisgutbuttasascertain to be
fulfilled as the suu shinesshinsa
heavens

we have seen in a very small de-
gree the chastisement of the almighty
upon tilethe present powerful nation of
which we form a part great has been
their chastisement inlii some ets
but in ethlotherothen respects thoythey hardly beemseem
to feelneel it but blitbilt lookalook at the

that of fairfail
country havohave haibaihaf to endure by the
depredations of hostile armies one
against another tens of thousands
rolling in the dust in their blood whole
towns and cities laid waste and the
country for hundreds and hundreds of
miles as it were in perfect desolation
railroads that cost millions torn up
carstars and merchandise destroyed anaand
the whole country involved in a debt
that perhaps will require a lapse of
many years before much more than the
interestlu terest onoa it is paid and for which
severe taxation must bobe imposedlin posed on all
the inhabitants of the land and
when we include both the north anaand
the southbouth perhaps two or three mil-
lions of lives have been lost if not alto-
gether lost by the weapons of war in
battle they have perished in conse-
quence odthe difficulties and afflictions
that generallyenerallyraily attend armiesthythiss great war is only a small degree
of chastisement just the beginning
nothing compared to that which godgoa
has spoken concerning this nation if
they will not repent forfot the lord
has said in this bookboob the book of
mormon which has been published for
thirty eight years that if they will notnob
repent he will throw down all their
stronstrongholdsstrong holds and cut onn the cities of the
land and will execute vengeance and
fury 0on the nation even as upon the
heathen suchauch as they have nothot heardbeard
that he will send a desolating scourge
on the land that hohe will leave their
cities desolate without inhabitants
for instance the great powerful and

may
be consiconsideredderea one of the greatest cities
of the world will in a few years become
a mass of ruins the people will won-
der while gazing on the ruins that cost
hundreds of millions to build what
has become of its inhabitants their
houses will be there but they will be
left desolate so saith the lord god
that will be only a sample of numerous
other towns and cities on the face of
this continent

now I1 am aware that it is almost im-
possiblepossible for even some of the latter dayfaintssaints to get that confidence and that
strong faith in the events which god
intends to accomplish on this land in
the future to believe in such a thinghing to
say nothing about outsiders that do not
believe a word of it outsiders do not
believe it any more than they believed
me when I1 was a boy and took that
revelation which was given in 1832 and
carried it forth among many towns and
cities and told them there waswits to be a
great and terrible war between the
north to them
the revelation did they believe it
would they consider that there was any
truth in it not in the least that is
a mormon humbug they would say

what this great and popowerful nation
of oursoura to be divided ononee part against
the otherothel and many hundreds of thou-
sands of soulsbouls to be destroyed by civil
warsware not a word of it would they
bellebeliebelievebelleveve they do not believe what is
still in the future but there awesomeare somebome
in this congrecongregationll11tion1 who will live to
behold the buffifulfillmentfulfilmentiment of thesethebe otherother
things and will visit the ruins of mlmightygaty
towns and cities scattereded over theracethe face
of this land destitute and desolate of
inhabitants if inquiryinquire shall then be
made why such great distractioni the
answer wiilwill beibe wickedness hasbag
destroyed them wickedness and
tocorruptionru tion have brought about the
fulfillmenta of the ancient decrees of
heheavenaven concerning this land wicked
besand corruption have brought desola-
tion into their towns and cities the
time will come when there will be noilo
safety in carrylcarryingng on the peaceable
piupiapursuitssuits of farming pr agriculture but
thesetuse will be neglected andantl the people

think themselves well 0offW if they
can flee from city to city from town to
town and escape with their livesilves thus
will the lord visit the people if they
will not repent thus will he pour out
his wrath and indignation upon them
andmid make manifest to the people that
thatthit which he has spoken must be ful-
filled

but what shall become of this people
shall we be swept off in the general
ruin shall desolation come upon us

shall the ehehachaasten Dg band of
the almazalmightyentyeaty like those who will not
rerepent icatilat will depend altogether

pon oun coucobconductduct we have it within
ver 0gabasZkhas granted it to us to

sbavesavevipzip0ourselvesalili from the desolation and
calamitiesm twp come upon the na-
tion how as4 dodoing that which is

by living before god and
ailall men afteraften that righteous
nes thatthip coapescoupescom through thetho gospel of
the son of god byy Ximoltol lowing after the
law of Heheavenheavedteven by dog unto others as
we would have other do unto us by
putting awayawny all the eevilaxI1 andyand
tion tuatthat are practisedpractise u the wicked
if we wlI1 be
the tants of utah prohnprosperityro eritye will
bobe upon huuhulht towns and eitcitcitiesiesjese acted by
this people ehethe band of the frfdihrarfd will
be over us to sustain us and e willwin
spread forth he Wwillliiill multiplybreauuisvisa in
tthee landlaud he will make us a peo
pie and strengthen our borders nd
send missionaries of this peo-
ple to thothe four quarters of the earth 0too
publish peace and giadglad tidings of
great joy and proclaim that there
is still a place left in the heart
of the american continent where
there are peace and safety and
refuge from the storms desolations and
tribulations coming upon the wicked
but on the other hand latter day
saints how great are the responsibili-
ties resting upon us and upon our rising
generations if we will not keep the
commandments of god and if our
rising generationgenerations will not give heed to
the law of god and to the great light
which has shone from heaven in these
latter days but turn their hearts from
the lord their god and from the coun-
sels of his priesthood thentheu we shall
bobe visited like the wicked then we shall
have the hand of the lord upon us in
judgment then that saying that the
lord has delivered in the book of doc
trines and covenants willwilt be fulfilled
upon uss that I1 will vivisitditzionsit zion if
bhobbb does not do right with sore afflic-
tions with pestilence with sword with
famine and with the flame of devouring
fire 21

rownowow here we have the choice it is
within our reach we can put forth our
hand after prosperity peace and the ex-
tension of our borders and have all
these things multiplied upon us and the
power of god within us his arm to en-
circle round about to protect us from
every harm and evil and on the other
hand we can reach forth the hand and
partake of wickedness and bring desola-
tion and destruction upon our borders
which shall we do we are agents we
are left to our own choice god has
said that he would plead with his peo-
ple I1 expect that he will 1I will
plead theLord with the strong
ones ofzion until she overcomes and rsis
clear before me there is some conso-
lation readinginS this declaration of the
lord though we have to receive great
chastisement though he has to plead
with us by judgment tribulation fam-
ine by the sword and by the vengeance
ofdevouring fire yet after all when he
has afflicted this people sufficiently
there will be some few that will bee
spared and will become clean before the
lord
it lais quite a consolation to read that

the armies ofdf israel will eventually
become sanctified and as clear as the
sun as fair as the moon and that their
banners will become terrible to the
nations of the wicked yet we may
have to pass through by our own
wickedness many calamities that may
overtake uaus I1 hope not but I1 do not
know I1 may saybayay that my hopes are
strengthened in regard to this matter
for what do I1 behold here in thisthia territ-ory I1 behold a people thattha havehavo been
willing to sacrifice all that they have
for tilthee sake of the gospel that have
been willing to forsake theirtheir native
kingdoms and countries and to journey
by sea and by land to come lierehere to
serve god I1 see a people the majority
of whom are willing to give heed to thothe
counsels of the servants of god that are
in their midst hence I1 loiklook for peace
and prosperity hencebencehen CIO look100k for the
arm of the to be in

ofbf this peopleeop 0 sbelong as there is a
majority of themem wwbkv desire to do right
so long as thereereero 1lyaiyaa I1majorityshowho feelfebi
to unite theirir 11leartaarts to chiricarrearrcarryoutroutmout the
great 3le of0f eleeternalternal truth and
righteousness habhatatt hahavehavo beenbeep revealed
SOmojongjongpong will thetae0 heavenseav propitiousbe
and we shall nindfind favorvor lain the sight of
the most agh put remember bibothe in
habitants who one dwelt onabeon the laudland
remember their afflictions and their
calamities remember that judgments
were poured out upon them because
thethey would not be obedient leathemlet them
bebo yann eve ng lesson to us who live
in these latter times let us serve god
and we shall be blest we shall prosperI1er
itf we keep his commandments amen


