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Whﬂﬂﬁ mwiﬁma are deveiop~|I say to the muﬁnmﬂls dﬂagll't
en

Jan. 1
ed, newW a ances for the discov-
ery of their causes and. cure are in-

vented. A Frenehman has recent-
ly uced - an Jfostrument for
lightiag  up the ‘mouth; throat,
stomach: and other cavities of the

. Itids edlled the Polyscope,
and: should be very useful in the

inves n - of diphtheria and
s,

other which baflie the
skill of the wise.

The K. Y. Graphic’
scknowlédgment from Mrs. Hayes,
of the receipt of & letter from the

g r

of an

anti-poly: “petitioners, We'
are pilimﬁ !’tﬁge,t?r{:phfc has
been deceived, A boast has been

‘made of such an acknowledgement,
but it turns out to be from a poor
old lady withoub s particle of infin-
ence, whose middle name happens
to be Hayes. - Say no more on it,
@raphic, the anti-polygamics den’t
like to hear the subject mentioned
aloud. | R

The Chicago Times says: *“It
would not be an extravagant thing
to assert that there are more mur-
ders committed any year in Chieca-
go than in all the Island: of Great
Britain, more perhaps than ‘in all
continental X¥arope.”” We have
heard no contradiction to this ntate-
ment, And yet Chicago papersand
preachers frequently go cranky over!
imaginary evils in the Territory of
Utah, where law and order are bet-
ter observed than iu any other part

of the country with equal pepula-~
tien.

The Moffett register, which was
to have wrought such changes in
the liguor license system and raised
revenues of such vast magnitude,is

likely to be abapdoned, Tt has
proven a failure in Virginia, where

it originated, and has been dropped
from consideration in the several
States where bills were prepared
looking to itsintroduction. ‘f'opers
seem Yo object to drink to the sound
of the bell, and hate to have every
dram nheﬂiﬁe‘ﬁ, off as' a reminder of
their failings. The law is likely'to
be repealed, and the former sys-
tem adopted, even in **Qld Vir-
glany.,” '
—_— e _——

THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM
Iu Genulineness Esiabiished. |

e ———

BY ELDER GHORGE REYNOLDS.

CHAP. 1II, —~ Abraham as a
predeher of Righteousneds, The

testimony of Paul, ' His minisiry |

in Ur and Haran. God’s coven-
ant with him based on the Gospél.

Paul, theapostle, in -his epistle to
the _G;luhnu writes: *‘And the
Scripture foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen through; faith,
preached before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, in thee shall all
nations be blessed,” The record of
the covenant made by the. Al.
mighty contained in the Book of
Genesis, conveys no intimation
that the promise that in Abraham |
all the families of the earth should'|
be blesséd, was in any way ‘con-
nécl:ed‘,ﬁltﬁ the preaching of the|

‘we must, therefore, cofiv|

, Gua;eli :
clude that the apostle q:
some other suthority, or that the
Book of Genesis, as handed down to
us in the Bible, has been mutilated
or abridged. It is quite possible
that both views are correct. '’ Paul
had unqguestionably otber sources
of infermation with regard toGod’s
dealings with the father of ‘the
faithful, than those d by
modern Christandom, it is also ex-
ceedingly probable that the early
Scriptures have~“not been handed
down to us in their entirety. No
matter, this does not affect the sub-
ject under consideration, the poirt
to which we desire to draw atten-
tion is, that the book of Abraham
sustaing the apostle’s “statements
that the ¢ovenant was bassd wpo
the preaching of the gospel, .
Payl’s testimony, on the ‘other
hand, confirms the veracity of Ab
ham’s record. il 8a0TIONY
. The covenant, as given by ‘the
latter, is as follows: “And the
Lord appeared unto me, and said
unto me, arise, and take Lot with

| their

X AN LA
‘'when it was promised that throun
the eternal tg.itﬁa 'rﬂvglad to hﬁn

rect an

le quoted ' from |

| am thy

5

thee, for I have purposed to take
thee away out o aran, ‘and to

make ol thee a minister to bear! Thus,we fi

Tt |

for an everlasti

Il giveu
¥

pame in a strange Jaad which { ing sought for the privile
ntn'#.hy_' seed after thee|coming a ot -

hence, and behold they are t
away by a whirlwind, in an in-
stant, suddenly. My name is Je-
bhovah, and I know the end from
t.ha-.hpginning. therefora my band
shall be over thee, and I will make
of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee above measure, and
%ka: thy name  great am all
nations, and thou shalt be a bless-
ing unto thy seed after thee, thatin
| handa 't shall” bear this
ministry and priesthood unto all
i;thhtinmﬁ-. tnd .avill  bless them
irough thy name; for as many as
rmha'til_fn Gospel !nﬁgll be called
after thy name, and shall be ac-
counted thy seed, and shall rise up
and bless thee, as their father; and
I'will bless them that bless thee,
and curse them that curse thee;
and in thee (that is, in - thy priest-
hood) and “thy seed ‘(that Eﬂthy
priésthood), for1 give unto thee a
promise that this right -shall con-

| tinue in thee, and in thy seed af-

ter thee (that is to say the literal
seed or seed of the ‘body), shall all
the families of the earth be blessed,

‘even with the blessings of the Gos-

pel, which are the blessin
valtiom, even of life eternal _

We would. here ask, what salva-
tion could be brought to the hea-
then, how could 'they be justified
through faith Ry the preaching of
the Gospel to Abraham, if power
and autherity were not given him
to, preach its K glad tidings? and
again, how could they be benefited
thereby if he did not avail himself
of the privilege thus given ot be-
ﬂominzn_pmhqr of righteousness
to his fellow maun?  Furthermore,
we ask, is it reasonable to suppose
that he, who was to be father of

gs of sal-

‘that race in whom all the families

of the earth were to be blessed by
the preaching of God’s word, would
not himself be a type of what such
‘megsengers of salvation ghould be?
Is it supposable he would hold his
peace and leave the work of regen-
to his posterity,

all mankind should regain the pres-
ence of their God? e think mnot,

et g . ren g
s ﬂ%ﬁ%'%ﬁﬂ 'fegnra'
to his acts as a priest of the Moyt
High. In fact the whole of his

ritings are pervaded with this
tfﬁﬂt., and are 1ull of hia anxieties
to be & p E!‘J:l[?":l; of tr;:tt_t_ and
righteousness, The opening para~
gri'ﬁl;h of his book abotsids Wwith
.I:hiu,_ feeling, indeed
no
there was greater hn_.fpijn;m “and
peace and rest for me, I sought for
the blessings of the fathers, and the
right “whereunto

dained to administer the ‘same, |
yeelf a follower of |
righteousness, desiring also to be |
one who possessed great knowledge, |

having been m

iatitsoiishies,” antr” ¢
righteousness, and" to possess
Ei.tor knowledge, and to be a
ther of many nations, a prince of
peace; and desiring to receive in-
structions, and to keep the ecom-
andments of God,’ e 8
ghtful heir,* a High Priest, hold-
ing the right belonging to the
fathers, it was confirmed wpon me
ﬁ_'ﬂm the fs_l:ham; L & ORBa o hosg
gought for mine appointment-unto
the Priesthood according to the ap-
pointment of God uiito the fathers
concerning the seed.” After the
Eﬁem t of the priest of Pharaoh to
e
bhim, ““Behold 1 will lead thee
by the 'hand, and I
take thee “tp put '~ upon thee
my name, even the Priesthood
of thy father, and my power shall
be over thee. As it was with Noah
=0 shall it be with thee,that through
thy ministry my name shall be
known in the éarth for ever, for 1
_ God.” Still farther on the
Lord says: ‘[ have purposed to
take thee away out of Haran, and
to make of thee a minister to ‘bear
name in astrangeland.” Not
in Canaan was he fo be a mes;
senger of God’s word, but the Al-
mighty afterwarda "tells him, 3|
shew these things unte thee before
ye. go down into Egypt, that ye
may deolare all theze words.”! |
that Abraham hav-
of be-
her of righteousness,

ion when |in answer to his desire the pries -

_they hearken to -ls;r volce. TFor I|hood was given to him with the

am the Lord thy God; I dwell in
heaven, the earth is my footstool;
I stretch my hand over the sea,and
it obeys my veice; I cause the
wind and the fire to be my chariot;

comma#and to magnify it. It is not|

probable that such ‘& man would

fail in the hour of action. ‘The | that such reasonings

-'was decided upon even

cued him from the

ran

"it ‘contains|
hing else lie writes “finding| -~ *~
\CHAP., 1V.—Adraham in Egypt.

I should ‘be or-|

greater follower of |

is life, the Almighty tells
will'

=

such word as fail,”” in earrying out
heaven’s commands. That he did
proclaim the law of the Lord wher-
ever he went, is evidenced by his
statement that in his youthful
home in Ur, his kinsfolk v
refused to hearken to his voice,

So earnest did he become in his ad- | *]

his ‘death | great
‘his own | standing all things, and persuading
ch from | his hearers,

the issue, but the amgg]ﬁ‘_ﬂodf fes- | his opinions; for. which reason he

altar; | began to have higher notions of

n an- | virtue than othérs ™ Had,and he de-

_ ) change | with his peo
n happened then |}
God.

vocacy of the truth, t

U

father, and he did not

girph
his work was not yet 1
other place he. states, “I
the souls that we
and came forth en
land of Canaan,”
sently discover by e
mony that his ministrations were
not.alone confined to Ut and Ha-

e feel fully persaaded
Abraham was not otify. .
unflinching integrity § un-
swerving faith, “but he'was also
great as a leader of ‘men<he com-
e aft B s prosthe
hold after him—and a8 § preacner
of the divine word. We hold this

took

"""""

Il ‘pre-

i

utterly | also to assent to himt In another

had won'in Haran | the opinion all me
way-of ‘the | to have concernin

that | great _
in’ his|that Abraham’s

E

ences as a very wise man, and one
of great sagacity, when hediseours-
éd upon any subject he undertook;
and this not only in nnderstanding
it; but in persuading other men

place the -Jewish historian states
He (Abraham) was.a person of
sagacity, both for under-

and - not mistaken in

termined to renew and to chan

s’ testimony

Book of Abraham, is’concerned we
deem the above abundant. In
later echapters we shall show the
politieal and religious changes
visits to Egypt

produced. - ' LLAN
From Egypt we will turn to Per-:
sia, and from the writings of wvari-
ous modern authors adduce testi-
mony fo prove that Abraham’s
power as a religious teacher was
felt, known and recognized in the

opinion from the fact that his pow-
er in these directions is frecaently
referred to by ancient’ 131_'!, and
because the effsets of the preaching
of God’s holy word c‘R‘& traced in
gospel ideas mixed withthe follies
of heathenism ' in the mythology
and religions of almost every lead-
ing nation of antiquity.
" We haveshown from the Book
of Abrahana, that in early life ‘the
Patriarch ‘desired to’become a
preacher of righteousnees, that God
¢onferred the priesthood wpon' him
id answer to his desires, and com-
manded him to proclaim the traths
He revealed, and furthermore,that
Abrabam Jblyﬁlia!y “falfiled  his
command, ~ I'tis not to be supposed
that strangers conld'tell the world
much about Abraham’s desires, or
the Lerd’s covenants with him, but
wedpa_n substantiate, from a multi-
tude of sources,that as a preacher of
righteousness the Patriarch has left
his mark indelibly ingéribed on the
istory of the world.  ‘That indeed
3'God promised ro He has fulfilled
nd has made Abraham’s “name

and further, we imagine that his|great among all nations,”” and has
| record would lack consistéency if|also brou
some reference was ~not made

te his minjstry and labors, ~And
‘(several such y:ﬂfanhﬁwsr&ﬂ"nﬂ;

to pass His gracious
romise*“Through thy (Abraham’s)
inistry my name shall be known

n’gsurtp_ for ever.? < Aot
- 118 easure
(o TosERSa thin L gy pleasur
rabim, pl f.' tes that
g g
esl-

ttm&.hﬁm rig

rd my God preserved in my
pwn hands.” B; this Emnnu. ATMONEAL

heir,”

rig

- e i
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- Conflimatory Statements of Jo-
-sephus; Nicolaus of Damascus,
dre, - Abraham’s influence on the
Religions of Persia and Hindos-
tan. Traces of Gospel teaching
infthe mythologies of the an-
- cients. |

others, be no doubt learned that he was **a | markable identity

faith and creed of that nation.

In the sacred book of the
ancient Persiang and modern
Parsees—the Zend Avista—*it is
declared that the religion taught in
it was received from Abraham; and
according te Hyde, who supports
his statements by quotations and
references, this was believed by
leading Arabian writers not only of
Persian {Magianism but of Indian
Brahmanism. 7Tbe same writer re-
marks; ““The ¢laims of Magianisma
to have been influenced by the rev-
elations made to Abraham are far
from being discountenanced by t he
laws of historical probability. For
the war waged so successfully b
Abraham in behalf of his Kinsman
Lot, against the five Kings, amon
whom was,_ gha king of Elam [l.e,
Persia] is of itself a sufficient proof
‘that the father of the faithful,

braham, the Hebrew from Ur of

he Chaldees, must have been as
well known to the eastern King-
doms as Moses was in after times.}

It is generally admitted that in
the days of Abraham the forefa-

hers of the Persians and Brabhmins
Lera one people inhabiting ohe re-

rion of country. It issupposed that
he ancestors of lhe latter race
moved to India from 1500 to 1300

;ﬂ-lnr AP Ddsad dhove Ftwro rRoes.
are of common descent is urged
from the cleose relationship existing
between the Bauskrit, the language
of the Brahmins, and the Zend or
Persian; it ia alse said that the ‘‘re-
between the
Brahminieal and Persian mythel-
ogies. indicates, unerringly, the
original union of the two.” Itmay
also be noticed that Hitzig, in his
| “Geschichte 'des Volkes Israel”
reasons from the identity
tain practices observed by Abraham

and the patriarchs of Israel on the |

one hand, and by Brahminical
Hindoos on the other, that a com-

J | tum of
B |thers of these

of cer- |

understand when and how Abra-
‘ham obtained his great influence in
Persia; and we know.of no con-
flicting testimony to render the
statements unworthy of our consid-
eration. He writes, in the fourth
ook of bis histery, ‘“Abram
reigned in Damascus, being & fo=

reigner, who came with an armg

out of the land above

called: the ~land: -of , the. Chal.
dees; but after a long time
he got him  “up““and re-.
moved from that country also,

ple and went into the
and, then ealled the land of Ca-
naan, but now the land of Judea 4

| So  far  as Jos? Now the name of m is,
‘testi~ | eonfirmatory of this portion of the o ADraty Is gren.

still famous in the country of Da=
mascuas, and there isshewed & vil-
lage named from him, the habita~ 4
tion of Abraham,” e A

We now come ‘to the considera-
tion of the traces, oft times scarcely
descernable, found in the pagan re«
ligions of the ancient: mations of the .
‘eastern continent, of a time when
the worship of the true God was
taught and understeod in' their®
midst; for we fully'believe that
having made of one blood all the
nations ef the earth, ‘‘God guided _
and ruled over pagan nationsin & “
manner the game ip kind, though*
much modified 'in degree, as in.the. »
case of the chosen _paupleb and for, .
the same great final end.,” Let it
not be supposed, in the following
pages, that we desire to extenuate .
the sinfulnees, or to palliate the ;
foulness of idolatrous, cruel,unclean
and licentious paganism in any of
its branches. Our desire is to exalt
the goodness of God, as well aa to
show that under. all the vileneas,
the indeceney, the lust and cruelty ,
of many of the forms of ancient pa-
ganism, could be found a sub-stra-_
purerevealed truth testifying
to us that at some period the fa-~
peoples held inter-,
course with the servants of the true
God, but had fallen away from the .
prineiples of righteousness safore-.
time taught them, and after their
own peeuliar ways and to suit their
own peculiar neotions and desires
had heaped to themselves gods and .
demons, creeds and rites, ceremo-
nies and mysteries, oracles and an-:
guries, differing indifferent nations
according to the force of circums-
stances and the direction given to
them by master minds.

Aa a proof of .the ¢ruth of our
pustefon,we fiave but to refer to the

fact, that it has been demonstrated.
that the further wego back through
the centuries to the primeval days,

pucceeding the digpersion of man-

kind at the Tower of Babel, the .
more frequent and more noticeable.
are the traces of pure religious
truth found intermingled with the
follies and vogueries of man-made
religions. Asan example of this it
is recounted by Levy, the Roman
histerian, that certain sacred booka
having been foupd at the burying
place of Numa, the great religious
legislator of early Rome, they were
burned because they were not suit~

munity of some kind once existed
between these people,

The Book of Abraham states that
God commanded the patriarch to
show unto the Egyptians the
things that He had revealed unto
him. Josephus, in narratiog this
portion of Abraham’s history—Dbe-
ing only partially acquainted with
the faets of the case from the au-
thorities at his disposal — tells us
that Abraham ' went down into
Egypt to aveid the famine in  Ca-
naan, and to *‘become an avditor
of their priests, and to know what
they said- concerning the gods; de-
signing either to follow them if
‘they had better notions than he, or
to convert them into a better way
if/his'own notions, proved the tru-
est.”*  After his arrival in Egypt,

‘.ql.he:’a sacred and

and the eircumstances arising out
of the'attempt of Pbaroah to add
ﬂﬁrqtn the number of 'his wives,
the outcome of whieh placed the
‘monarch under obligations to the
Patriarch, Josephus states that
“Pharoash gave Abraham leave to
] into conversation ‘with the
most'learned among the Egyptians,
from whieh conversation, his vir-
tue and his reputation became more
conspicuons than they had been
before. For whereas the Egyptians
were formerly addicted to different

custome, and. .despised one an-

rites, and were very angry one
| with another ‘on ‘that account,
Abraham conferred with each of
them and confuting the reasonings
they made use of, every one fer his
own practices, he demonstrated
were vain and

friend of God and ' father of the |void of truth; whereupon he was _ |
faithful was one “who knew roladmired by them in those confer-|to by Josephus, it is very easy to’

accustomed |

The two. nations being thus ad-
mitted, by authors of research, to
have been one people in Abraham’s
time, it is supposible that the
Brahmin as: well as the Persian
| branch ‘of the family would exhibit
some traces of Abraham’s ministry,
Ow this point it has been wiritien
fAbraham’s influence extended to |

ed to the times in which they were
discovered when Rome had added
scores of gods to .its Pantheon,
though they were considered suited
to the early era in, which they were
written, when Numa forbade im-
ages and their worship as well as
the offering of human sacrifices.

i |
* Josephus, Book I, ghap, viil,
+ JhidPHut;k 1, ﬂhﬂpft“:ﬁl.

Bactria, and- the most complete
proof at onee of [its spread, and the
spread with it of the: name and re.

wn of Abraham,, is contained in
the language and name of the
Brahminical Hindoos.” ||

“The name Brahma signifies he
who multiplies; the name Abra-
ham likewise meaus the father of a
multitude,”” (Arabec, Rabama; a |
multitude. Gen., xxil, 5) The wife
of Brahma was, named Bavitree,
The wife of Abraham was named
Saira or Sarah.” | '

- Mz, Goodsir, remarking on this
last extract, writes: “These coinei-
dences appear to usto be well de-
| serving of attentipm, though we are
net aware that they have ever be-
| fore been noticed. We leave them.
and , the whole  question of the
ide of Brahma and Abrabam
to, the judgment of our readers,
merel ubaarvinﬁ in conclusion,
tbat haviog found Adam and Noah
and Ham to have been the father-
%ﬂdﬂ_ﬂf__ Egyptian mythology, and
aphet. the , father-god of ihat
of  Greece, there abundant
analogy as well as probability .in
our inference that the father-god
superstition was

of the Indian
Abraham.” .

Admitting the truth of the fol-
lowing extract from the writings
of Nicolzus of Damascus, referred

+ Ibid, Book 1, chap. vii. -

§ Ethnic Inspiration, by Mr. Goodsir,
pages T4 and 8. e :

! Ethnic Inspiration.

9 Osburn’s **Religions of the World.”

2o be continued.

PERsONs wishing any Informa-
tion about land matters should ad-
dress T. C. Balley, Land Agent,

Balt Lake City, who ean .generally
save settlers the expense of a trip to

‘the Liand Office,  Information free.
Inclose stamp. w20~
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