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rado new mexico and arizona they
are recognized as peaceable industry
ouaUs and honest citizens so far as I1
can learn there is no disposition to dis-
franchise them generally in arizona
a law similar to that of idaho was
passed by the legislature but the gov-
ernor vetoed it I1 hadahad a talk the other
day with oueone of the most prominent
public men in colorado he told me
that the mormonscormons were well liked in
his state that they were good citizens
in one county he mentioned the mor
mons voted the republican ticket at
the late election there is no talk in
colcoloradoarado of disfranchisement

bow about utah dont you think
the idea of a test oath may be applied
there

well that would have to be done
by act of congress for utahutah our peo-
ple are very largely in tthehe madorimajorityty
there and control the terrterritorial legis-
lature the test oath cocouldu d not be in
producedtrod as it was in idaho where

and democrats united
and putpetitit tthroughrough the legislature
congress could pass a law applying
the test oath to utah that would put
the entire control of affairsaffair in the
hands of the non mormonscormons there
are in utah about or non
mormonscormonsMormons while ouroar people number

or more congress could order
that the should do the vot-
ingin and hold the offices and that
the should have no voice
in the government but pay the
taxes this is possible but it is
not probable I1 think I1 banseecan see a dis-
position in both branches of congress
not to legislate further in regard to thehe
mormonscormonsMor mons there seems to be a feel-
ing among leading men that the mat-
ter isis working out gradually and thatthai
it had best be left alone so0 far as
polygamy0 is concerned there Isia no callPfor0 r any legislation plural marriages
have ceased those of us men and
women who went into polygamy
years ago are dying off A few years
will end that issue

and end the mormon church
too

the old man shook his head and re-
plied

no the church tois stronger today
than it ever was we were talking
about the effects of the decision yes-
terday shortly after we had heard of
it I1 remarked that I1 hadbad never seen
our meetings so well attended aaa they
are no v our people are firmer in
gieir faith than they were before the
adverse legislation began we have
had no schisms and no secessionsrecessions since
the persecutions began

it is a singular fact that with two or
three exceptions the members oltof the
first presidency and of the twelve
apostles aroare natives of this country
george Q cannon is a most notable
exception he was a liverpool boy
but hishim parents were converted to the
faith when he was only 12 and trained
him in it the plain story of cannons
life is stranger than fiction he was a
printerarinter on the times and seasseasons at
nauvoo when joseph smith was mur-
dered in the jail at carthage three
years later when barely of age he
went with the advance partypartv of mor
mons across the plains and was one
of the pioneers of salt lake city in
1849 he was a gold digger in california
in 1850 hebe was a mormon missionmissionaryfyouon the sandwich islands acquiring
the kanaka language in six weekspourfour years after that he was back in
california publishing a paper ailed
the western standard when the
united states troops under general
albert sidney johnston marched to
utah in 1859 to supsuppressiress the antici-
pated mormon uprising young can

nonnoh was in charge of the
NEWS and carted the type and presses
to a place of safety at the age of 32
in 18621852 cannon reached the official
position than which there was but one
higher in the church he was chosen
an apostle then he was sent abroad as
president of the european mission

in 1862 the mormonscormonsMor mons 1 hhavingabing re-
sisted all overtures from the south to
join the confederacy held a constitu-
tional convention and applied to
congress for admission as a state
that was in the darkest period of the
war for the north and quite a strong
movement d at washington
in favor of the admission of utah
the mormonscormons felt so confident of the
support of the republican party in
theirheir petition for admission that they

organizedFed the state of deseret as they
calcaneded it and elected two united states
senators these senators elect were
wmwin H hooper and george Q can-
non the latter came from europe to
washington to urge the claim of utah
when the statehood movement failed
cannon went back to his european
mission and in two years forwarded

converts to salt lake city
from europe he returned to utah
to become private secretary to brig-
ham young after holding that posi-
tion three years he took charge of the
mormon paper the DESERET NEWS
and published it until he was elected
territorial delegate to congress in
1872 he held that position nearly tonten
years

in cannon the mormonscormons had a
strong advocate at washington he
is a man of mostmoat remarkable energy
but always suave and gentle in man-
ner to showshowkatsho what mormonism wab
not as bad as painted mr cannon
from time to time brought members
of his family to the national capital
and permitted his wives to speak for
themselves it was respecting dele-
gate cannon the witty gail hamilton
once said that the only difference she
could see between liim and many of
the other public men at washington
was that he boldly drove his women
abrabreastearst while the others drove theirs
tandem

mr cannon represented utah in
congress until 1882 when governor
eli murray refused to issue to him a
certificate of election on the ground
that he was not a citizen of the
united states although he held a
certificate of citizenship cannon
had received votes and allan
QG campbell had received 13571857
v tes Oovernor murray gave the
certificate to campbell gov murraysMurrays
refusal to issue the certificate was
based upon the edmunds act diff
chasing polygamistsista cannon made
no secret of the fact that he hadbad three
wives the house refused to seatbest
campbell and declared a vacancy to
fill which john T caine was elected
by the mormonscormonsMor mons

then followed cannons prosecution
for polygamy while out on bundbond he
dsdisappearedappeared and for a couple of years
hisbis whereabouts was a complete mys-
terytie one day he reappeared at salt
lake city went before the court and
received sentence he served his termerm
in jail and now he is back in washing-
ton his hair and whiskers he wears
the latter oncy under the chin are
snowy white he has aged some but
his figure is still sturdy and his stopstep
is brisk there Is not a tinge of resent-
ment in his conversation as he talks
of the persecution of the church 11

he says we believe that thefordthe lord
means all of these trials for our good
and will bring things out right in his
own time W B S

THE SCHOOL TAX

THE following appeared in the
ogden standard of february 20 as a
part of its report of the proceedings
of the legislature

the article in the DESERET NEWS
relating tto free schools has awakened
much discussion among the membersone member stated yesterday that
free schools ought to be established
throughout the territory if any
county iwwealthier than its neighbors
it is because other counties have con
tributed to its wealth and therefore it
should justly bear its share of the
public burden the arg ei on
the point that where taxes are levied
the benefits should be illy distrib-
uted and where wealthy counties paid
more chan they received in return in
benefits accrued poorer counties re-
ceived more than they had paipaidJ and
the tax thus became unjust if this
applies to the territorial tax it applies
to the county tax for the districts of
the county bear the same relation to it
that counties bear to the territory on
the same principle a man residing ina school district who has no
children and pays 26 in taxes
has been unjustly taxed as
compared with a citizen havinhaving
several children of school age atiland
paying a tax of but 10 again if
this principle apply salt lake county
should alone pay for the erection of
statastate buildings whereas the fact is
that the remotest county hasbag to con-
tribute to such erection yet will it
be said that the county in which such
buildings are erected does ilotnot direct-
ly get a greater benefit and increase
in wealth I1 ban other cities that point
cannot be disputed if then the
poorer counties assist in enriching
salt lake countycountr why should not
salt lake county justly contribute of
such increased wealth to the support
of schools in poorer counties I1 fallfail
to seebee the logic of the NEWS argu-
mentent if the argument of the news
means anything it means that the
support of free schools by taxation is
illegal at least I1 can see no other
meaning in its statement that if the
territorial school tax shall be permit-
ted to remain atac three mills the peo-
plecleofof all the counties will probably
submit without very great complaint
but an attempt to double the burden
borne byaby a few counties to the profit
of the restiek will certainly meet with
resistance

the NEWS has not opposed the
establishment of free schools it hashag
merely disapproved of a certain
method by which it has been pro-
posed to accomplish that end A
school is a neighborhood affair to a
great extent and that circle over
which is radiated its immediate
benefits should contribute to its
support but as those benefits ex-
tend beyond the school district into
the county it is proper that the
county also should aid in its main
cenancete nance and as the territory has
varied and vital interests dependent
upon the 1intelligence of its citizens
it is proper that a territorial school
tax should be collected the
amount to be paid by the territory
must of necessity be fixed buethebut the
amount to be contributed by the
county and school district re


