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much pleased and encouraged by the
cordiality promptness and unanimity
with which the invitation by this
government for an international con-
ference upon this subject was accepted
by all the powers we may not only
hope for but expect highly beneficial
results from this conferenceoon terence which
will now soon assemble

when the result of the conference is
known we shallhall then be able intelli-
gently to readjust our financial legisla-
tion to any new conditions

in my last message to congress I1
said 1 I must yet entertain hope that
it is possible to secure calm patriotic
considerationcoya of such constitutional
statutory changes as may be necessary
to insure a choice of officers of the
government to the people bybj fair ap-
portionmentsportion ments and full elections I1 be-
lieve it would be possible to constitute
a commission nonpartisannon partisan in member-
ship and composed of patriotic wise
and impartial men to whom the con-
sideration ofcf questions of evils con-
nected with our elections systems and
methods might be committed with a
good prospect of securing unanimity in
some plan for removing and mitigate
those evils the constitution would per
mit the selection of a committee to be
vested in the supreme court itif that
method would give the bestbeat guarantee
of this commission
should be charged with the duty of in-
quiring into the whole subject of the
law of elections as related to choice of
officers of the al government
with views requiring for every elector
free antianil unmolested suffrage antami as
near anaa approach to equality on each
ballot eastcast asaa is attainable the de-
mand that limitations of suffrage
should be placed in the ballot and only
there tola aajuanjust demand and no just man
should resent or resist it Eeveryvery man
shou d be made secure in the right to
outbaet a free ballot and to have that bal-
ot honestly counted

our old republican battle cry I1 A free
ballot and a fair count corneacomes back
to us not only from alabama but from
other states and from men whopwho dif-
fering with us widely in opinions have
comecomb to see that parties and political
debate are but a mockery when the
debate ended the judgment of honest
majorities toIs to be reversed by ballot
box frauds and tally sheet manipula-
tions in the interest of the party fac-
tion

ac
in power these new political

movements in the Statesand the recent
decisions of some of the state courts
against unfair apportionment encourage
the hope that the arbitrary and parti
savan election laws and practices which
have prevailed may be corrected by
the states the law made equal and
nonpartisannon partisan and the election free and
honest the republican party would
rejoice at such a solution as a healthy
and patrioticpati lotio local sentiment is the
best assurance of free and honest elec-
tions

I1 shall again urge upon congress
that profprovisionision be made for the appoint-
ment of a nonpartisannon partisan committee to
consider the subject of apportionment
andnd elections in their relation to the
hoicechoice of federal officers

THE CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM

has been extended and the law en-
forced with vigor aridand impartiality
there has been no dallying with the
law in any of the departments or
bureaus as has before happened but

appointments to classified service have
been made impartially from the elega
ble lists the system now in force lain
all departments has for the first time
placed promotions strictly upon the
merit basis as ascertained by the
daily record and the efficiency of the
force toie thereby greatly increased

the approval soBO heartily given by
the convention to all those agencies
which contribute to
THE EDUCATION OF THE CHILDREN
of the land was worthy and meets my
hearty approval as does also the de-
clarationcl as to thought and conscience
and the separation of church and state
the increased interest manifestmati fest in the
states in education the cheerfulness
with which the necessary taxes are
paid by all classes and the renewed
interest manifested by the childrenildrenob in
the national national flag are hopeful
indications that the coming generation
will direct public affairs with increas-
ed prudence and patriotism our in-
terest in free public schools open to all
children of suitable age is supreme
and our care for them will be zealous
and constant the public school idyssys-
tem however was not intended to
restrain the natural regard of the par-
ent after contributions to public school
fund to choose other educational agen-
cies for his children I1 favored aid by
the general government to the public
schools it is gratifying to notice that
many states are with commendable
liberality developing their school sys-
tem and increasing their school
revenues to the great advantage of the
children of both races

the tariff bill of 1890 gives a better 1

protection to farm products subject to
foreign competition than they ever
hadbad before and home market for
products have been enlarged by the
establishment of new industries
and development of othe we
may confidently submit to the
gent andeanand candiddid judgment of
can farmer how macii banbaa been done
to promote his interest Aandnd whether
in continuance and extension there isie
not a better prospect offered to him thenthan
the invitation of the democratic party
to give our home market to foreign
manufacturers and abandon the recip-
rocity policy and better also than the
radical and untried methods of relief
proposed by other parties which solicit
his support

I1 often expressed my strong convic-
tion of the value of the nicaragua ship
canal to our commerce and our navy
the project is not one of commerce
but one of necessity it is possible I1
believe itif the united states will sup-
port the enterprise a speedy completion
of the canal without taxing theltreasury
for any direct contribution and at the
sime time secure to the united states
an influence in its management which
tois imperative

it has been the purpose of the ad-
ministration to make its

FOREIGN POLICY
not a matter of partisan politics but
patriotism and national honor and I1
have very great gratification in being
able to state that the democratic mem-
bers of the committee on foreign af-
fairs have responded in true american
spirit I1 have not hesitated to consult
freely with them about the most confi-
dential and delicate affairs and I1 frank-
ly confess my obligation for needed co-
operation they did not regard patient

but firm insistenceinsistance upon Aamerican
rights and upon immunity fronafrom insultinjury for our citizens and sailors inilkforeign ports as a policy of irritate
and bluster 010 1 they did not believe ansome others seem to believe that to beba democrat one must take the foreignforeign
side of every international question ifa republican administration isie noncoladucting the american sidebide I1 do notnobelieve that tamelame submission to insultby any nation at the hands of anyabwother can ever form the basis orof salasting friendship the necessary
element of mutual respect will bewanting

the chilean incident now so hapbanand honorably adjusted will ILido not doubt place our relations witwith Athat brave people upon a more friendly y
basis than ever before this already
appears in an agreement since
abed by mr egan for the gettlersettlementent bybva commission of long unsettled clatbetween the two governments whichmr egan settled advantageousivy tafat
the united states the confidence

s

which I1 refused to withdraw from himhifthas been abundantly justified
in our relations with the great eurpowers the rights of the unitedstates audand our citizens have beebeen instatedelated upon with firmness the

and bearingbobring seabea questions whichcomecame over from the I1
ration have been the one settledsettles anaalthe other submitted to arbitration upolka fair basis never before I1 thinksthink inins

like pertperi d have soBO many importantcortanitreaties and commercial agreementsagre emente
been concluded and never before I1 Msureaure have the irii fluenceflu enoe national ans
commercialconn mercial of the united states beebeauaheld in higher estimation on bobbhemispheres

THERE AREABE MANY UNION BOLDIBBa
and bailombailors in this country yet veter-ans of an honorable struggle not re-mote increasing infirmity anaal yyean
give minor tones of gainesseasw iness and pathapatha
to the mighty weslappeal of serviceeer vice slidand
suffering who does not listen with
sympathy and the heart that doesdoea not
respond with generosity are ear andancl
heart of alien and not of americannow soon again surviving veterans am
to parade upon the great avenue ofat
national capital and every tribute of
honor and love should attend their
march comrade in column of victord
in the parade otof 18661865 1I anam not ionlw
comrade now

I1 used every suitable occasion to arg
upon the people of all sectionssectionfj the oon it

that no good cause can be
promoted upon lines of 1

mobs do not discriminate and juniah
wantment inflicted by them have no re
poes sive or salutary influence onOB
contrary they beget reveyrevengesages and
perpetuate fecjo it is thet
duty of the educated and influential to
see that the weak and ignorant when
accused of crime are fairly tried before
a lawful tribunal the moral senti
ment of the country should be aroused
and brought to bear for the suppression
of these offensesTensesof against law and socialsaal
order

the necessity for carcarefuletil
discrimination AMONG EMIGRANTS

seeking our shores becomes every day
muremore apparent we dont want and
should not receive those who by keawn
of bad character or habit areaie not
wanted at home industrious and self
rejecting lovers of law and liberty


