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ededanana undeestand the diffiedifferencerence between false
spirits and true then when we see a presenta-
tion wdwe shallshell know whence it is and understand
whether it be of the lord or whether it is not
of him but if the people are not endowed with
the holyhoay ghost they cannot tellfell therefore it be-
comes isus to have the spirit of the lord not only
in preaching and prapraying but to enable us to re-
flect and judgege for thethie saints are to judge in these
matters they are to judge not only men they
are to be judges not only inin the capacity of a
conference to decide what shall be done what
course shall be pursued to further the kingdom
of god what business shall be transacted and
how it shall be transacted andabd so on but they
will actually judge angels

we sit here as judges and suppose that busi-
ness which would prove injurious to this people
should now be presen them to decide upon
or suppose that the leaders of this people had for-
saken the lord and should introduce through sel-
fishnessfishinessfish ness that which would militate against the
kingdom of god on the earth that which
in the issue actually destroy this people how are
you goinging to detect tha wrong and know it from
tthehe rightt you cannot do it unieunlessss you have
the Sspiritiii of the lord do the people enjoy that
Sspiritimpirit yes many of them do do they enjoy
it inn as great a degree as it is their privilege A
few of them do still I1 think that the people in
general might enjoy more of the holy spirit more
of the nature and essence of the deitydelty than they
do I1 know that they have their trials I1 know
they have the worldadil to grapple with and are
tempted and I1 know what they have to war
aagainstainest

but let us ask ourselves individually whether
we fight this warfare to such a degree that we do
overcome in every instance inin every contest do
we come off victorious here we have to do
with our passions here is fallen nature that we
can neveneverI1 get rridj of until we lay down in the
grave it isis sown in the flesh and will remain
there but it is our privilege to overcome that and
bring it under subjection ilililin our reflectionsreflectionsI in our
meditations and Min all the labor that we perform
though we may be tried tempted and buffet ted by
satan it is our privilege to have power to rule
govern aridand bring under subjection even our mo-
mentary passions yes it is our privilege so to
live and overcome them that we never would have
a temptation to think evil or at least would never
speak before we took time to think but all would
be in subjection to the law of christ do we live
up to this privilege

people may asic are we riotnot good saints yes
I1 can say that this people are a good people and
they wish to be saints and many of them 8strivetr ve
to be saints and many of them are saints I1 re-
alize the weaknesses of men I1 am not ignorant
of my own weaknesses and this is where I1 learn
every body iselselseise their dispositions and the opera-
tions of the spirit upon the inhabitants of the
arthearth to learn mankind is to learn myself
this is a good people they are a righteous peo-

ple yet there are some who are filled with folly
there are some who are inclined to do wickedly
and seem to love wickedness there are some who
are filled with idolatry and it seems as thoughit
were impoimpossibleisible for them to overcome the spirit
of the world to keep from loving it and from
cleaving to it and to the things of the world I1
will appeal to the people as judges are you capa-
blebie of judging in matters pertaining to the king-
dom of god on earth unless you Ehaveave the spirit
of truth within you

some may say brethren you who lead the
churchwachurchurchchwewe haveave all confidence in you we are not
in the least afraid but what everything will go
right under your superintendence all the business
matters will be transacted right and if bro brig-
ham is satisfied with it I1 am I1 do not wish any
latter day saint in this world nor in heaven to
be satisfied with anything I1 do unless the spirit
of the lord jesus chrichristti the spirit of revela-
tion makes them satisfied I1 wish them to know
for themselves and understand fofor themselves for
this would strengthen the faith that is within
them suppose that the people were heedless
that they manifested no concern with regard to the
thiihlthingss cff the kingdom of god blitbut threw the
whowholerilellie burden trontionupon the leaders of the people
saying itif the brethren who take charge of mat-
ters are satisfied we are this is not pleasing in
the sight of the lord

every man and woman in this kingdom ought
to be satisfied with what we do but they never
should be satisfied without asking the father in
the name of jesus christ whether what we do
is right when you are inspired by the holy
ghost youvon can understandingly say that you are
satisfied and that is the only power that
cause you to exclaim that you are satisfied for
without that you do not know whether you should
be satisfied or not you may savsay that you arearc
satisfied and believe that all is rightdight and your
confidence may be almost unbounded in the au-
thoritiesties of the church of jesus christ but if
youyon asked god in the namenama of jesus and re-
ceived knowledge for yourself through the holy
spirit would it not strengthen your faith it
would A little faith will perform little works
that is good logic jesus says if ye have faithfaith
as a grain of mustard seed ye shall say unto this
mountain remove hence to yonder place and it
shall remove and nothing shall be impossible un-
to you

A grain of mustard seed is very small never-
theless if vouvonyou hadbad had faith as a grain of mus-
tard seed andad should say unto this mountain re-
move hence to yonder place it would be done
or to that sycamore tree be thou planted in the
sea or to the sick be ye healed or to devils bbee
ye cast out it would be done

suppose that I1 hadbad faith like a grain of mustard
seed and could do the things which christ has said
are possible to be done through that faithanafaithand that
another man on the continent of asia had the
same faith we could not accomplish much be-
cause but two would have all the power of satan
to combat do you suppose that jesus christ
healed every person that was sicktick or that all ththe

devils were cast out in the country where he so
journeajourned I1 do not working miracles healingheal 1

the sick raising the dead and the like were aal-
most

nf
as rare in his day as in this our day once

in a while the people would have aithfaithf in his pow-
er and what is called a miracle would be perform-
ed but the sick the blind the deaf and dumb
the crazy and those possessed with different
kinds of devils were around him and only now
and then could hisbis faithfalth have power to take effect
on account of the want of faith in the individ-
uals

many suppose that in the days of the savior
no person was sick in the vicinity of his la-
bors but what was healed this is a mistake for
it was only occasionally that a case of healing a
sick person or casting out a devil occurred
but again suppose that two thirds of the inhab-
itants of jerusalem and the regions round about
hadbad actually possessed like faithfaitbiowin the savior that
afewa few did then if asveryis very probable that allali the
sick would have been healed and the devils cast
out for there would have been a predominance of
a good power over the evil influences

let two persons be on the continent of0 ameri-
ca having faith like a grain of mustard seed and
let one orof them be situatedsitu ateaalea on the atlantic and
the other on the pacific coastcoalt and most of the
sick would remain sick arouabouaroundld them the dying
would die and those possessed of devils would
continue to be tormented though once in a while
a sick personpenson might be healedhealed or a blind person
be made to see now let each one of those indi-
viduals have another person of like faith added
to him and they will do as much again work
then let there be four persons in the east and ffourour
in the west all possessing faith like a grain of
mustard seed and there will be four times as much
done as when there was but one in each place
and thus go on increasing their number in this
ratio until bby and bye all the latter day saintsllelieirehave faith likeilke a eraingrain of mustard seed and
where would there be place for devils not in
these mountains for they would all be castcart out
do you not perceive that that would be a great
help to us

if I1 had power of0 myself to heal the sick
which I1 do not profess to have or to cast out
devils which power I1 have not got though if the
lord sees fit to cast them out through my com-
mand it is all right still if I1 had that power and
there was no other person to help me the people
would do as they do now they would hunt me
almost to death saying wowontnit you laylaxaY hahandsnda oaon
this sick person wontyou go to my house over
yonder and so on I1 am sent for continuacontinuallyllyl
thoughttho only go occasionally because it is thet e
privilege of every father whwho is an elder in isra-
el to have faith to heal his family just as
much so as it is my privilege to have faithfalth to
heal my family and if he does not do it he is
not living up to his privilege it is just as rea-
sonable for him to ask me to cut his wood I1

and maintain his family for if he hadbad faith I1

himself hebe would save me the trouble of leaving
other duties to attend to his request

let this faith be distributed and it makes all
things easy but put one or two dozen men to
hauling a wagon containing a hundred tons
weight and the labor is very heavy whereas if I1

the whole of the latter day saints would put
their shoulder to the load it would be moved easi-
ly it is with the mental powers aisas it is with the I1

physical and that is why I1 wish you to consider
the matter and why I1nayhaylay those things before you
let the latlatterer day saints have faith and works
andane let them forsake their and
cleave unto righteousness

I1 have given you a short discourse upon faith
and practical religion and now I1 gaysay to the elders
of israel to the bishops of the diffiedifferentrent wards
and to the presidents of the different branches if
there is any business you wish to bring before
this conference pertaining to fellowship and the
conduct of0 individuals you can have the priv-
ilege we were accustomed some years ago
to to such business before our general con-
ference and it is our privilege to do so againr itif
we choose or if there isis any occasionoccasion

in all high councils inin bishopsbi courts and in
all other departments for transacting our business
ththe church and kingdom of god with the lord
almighty at the hladhead will cause every man to
exhibit the feelings of his heart for you recol-
lect it is written that in the lastlat days the lord
will reveal the secrets of the hearts of the chil-
dren of men

does not the gospel do that it does it
causes men and women to reveal that which
would have in their dispositions until theythe
dihopped into their graves the plan by whickwhich
the lord leadleads4 this people makes them reveal
their thoughts and intents and brings out every
trait of disposition lurking in their organizations
Is this rightlight ititisis how are you going to cor-
rect a mans faultsadults hyby hiding them and never
speaking of them by covering uupp everyevery faultfault
you see inin your brother or by saying fco0O do not
say a wordword about his faults we know that he
lies but it will not do to saysayaa word about it for
it would be awful to reveal such a fact to the
people 12 that is the policy of the world and of
the devil but is it the way that the lord will do
with the people in the latter days it is not

this is a matter that seems to be but little
understood by some of the latter day saints it
may be understood by a portion of them but
others do not understand it every fault that a
person hasllim will be made manifest that it mavmarmay be
corrected by the gospel of salvation by the paws
of the holy priesthood

supposeu pose that a man lies and you dare not tell
of ftpit very well IP says the man 1 I am secure
I1 can lie as much as I1 please he is inclinedinclinedinclinei
to lie and if we dare not chastise him about it
he aesuestakestaxes shelter under that pavilion cloaks him-
self with the charity of his brethren and contin-
ues to lie by and bye be will steal a little and
perhaps one or two of his brethren know about
it but theythe say we must cover uplip this faulttault
with the cloakcroakcloak of charity 5 he continues to lie
and to steal andlee continuecontinua to hidebide his faults

where will it lead that personto where will hebp
end bishis career nowhere but in hell

what shall wegedddo withnaith lucli menmen shall we
reveal their faults yes wbwhenever wibwiewe deem ifit
right and proper I1 know it is3 hard to receive
chastisement fornofor no chastlechastiechastisementment is joyous but
grievous at the time it is givenghen but 1if a personperson
will receive chastisement and pray for the holy0
spirit to rest upon him that he may have tthee
spirit of0 truth in his heart and cleave to that
which is pleasing to the lord the lord will give
him grace to bear the chastisechastisementnentrent and he will
submit to and receive it knowing that it is13 for
his good he will endure it patientlypatient and by
and bye helie will getpet over it and

patiently
see tthat

lK
at he has

been chastised for his faults and will banish the
evil and the chastisement will yield to him the
peaceable fruits of righteousness because he
exercises himself profitably therein

in this way chastisement is a benefit tato auyany
person grant that I1 have a fault and wish it
concealed would I1 not be likely to hidebide it and
if the lord would not reveal it I1 might clincling to it
if I1 hadbad not the spirit of revelation to disdiscerncern my
fault and its consequences without the influence
of the spirit of the lord I1 am just as liable to
live and abide in false principles false notions
and unrighteous actions as true ones it is so
with you

if your faults are not made known to you how
can you from them and overcome them
you cannot but if yourbyoir faults are made mani-
fest you have the privilege of forsaking thethemin
and cleaving unto that which is good the de-
sign of the gospel is to reveal the secrets of the
hearts of the children of men

when men intimate to me whether in public
or in private that their faults must not be spoken
of I1 do not know how worldly minded men feel
inin similar cases but like elijah when he mocked
the priests of baal I1 feel foto laugh and make
derision of such men

do you suppose that I1 will thus far bow down
to any man inin this Teriiterilterritorytory or on the earth
do you suppose that I1 will sutersuffer myself to be
so muzzled that I1 cannot reveal the faultsfaulta of the
people when wisdom dictates me to do it

I1 fear not the wicked halfhalt so much as I1 would
a musquito in my bed room at night for hefie would
keep me from sleeping but for the unrighteous
those who will act the villain and conduct them-
selves worse than the devil to insinuate that I1
have not theth

feel
e privilegeftvilge of speaking of their faults

makes me feel 11likeilkee laughingauahing at their folly I1 will
speak of mens faults when and where I1 please
and what are you to do about it

do you know that that very principle caused
the death of all the prophets from the days of0
adam until now let a prophet arise upon the
earth and never reveal the evils of meni and do
you suppose that the wicked would desire to kill
him no for he would cease to be a prophet of
the lord andana they would invite him to their
feasts and hail him as a friend and brother
why because it would be impossible for him
to be anything but one of them it is impos-
sible for a prophet of christ to live in an adul-
terous generation without speaking of the wick-
edness of the people without rerevealingvealin their
faults and theirthein caflinfailingsJ and thereheret is nothing
short of death that will stay him from it jorforfor
a prophet of god wiltwill do as he pleapieapleasessesseg

I1 have been preached to pleaded with and
written to to be careful how I1 speak about
mens faults more so than ever joseph smith
was in hisbig life time every week or two I1 re-
ceive a letter of instruction warning me to belie
careful of this or that mans character did
you ever have the spirit of the lord so thaithal
you have felt full of joy and like junnjurnjumpingping up
and shouting hallelujah

I1 feel in that way when such epistles come
to me I1 feel like saying 1I ask no odds of
you nor of all your clan this side of hell

I1 have wise brethren aromaround me who will
sumesometimestimes say dont so and so be verv
carefulareful now do0 be cautionsiotis and I1 have been
written to from the eastkast I1 have package after
package of letters yes a wheelbarrow load of
them saying 0 br brigham I1 would beseech
and pray and plead with you if I1 only dare to be
careful how you speak would not this or that
course be better than for you to get uptip in the
stand and tell the gentiles what they are
would it not be better to keep this to yourself

do you know liowhow I1 feel ihenwhen I1 getpet such
communications I1 will tell you I1 feel just like
rubbing their noses with them if I1 am not to
have thetile privilegelege of speaking of saint and sinner
whet I1 ppleasefease tie lipup aymy mouth and let me go to
tb e grave for my work would be done

it was for this that they killed joseph and
hyrum it is for this that they wish to kill me
and my brethren we know heirtheir iniquity and we
will tell of it when the spirit dictates or talk
about this that or the other person and conduct
at the proper time

there arearc people in our midst who grunt at this
course andalid at the same time have evils that I1
think are hardly worth notice for I1 doao not think
that such persons will be good for anything even
should they happen to get into theth kingdom of
heaven though I1 suppose they are good ibiiniin their
place if we can find out where it is13 but as yet I1
am ignorant of it I1 presume that the lord knows
where it is but I1 do not I1 wish to say to the
elders of israel to all people I1 shall tell you of
your iniquity and talk about you just as I1 pleasese
and when you feel like killing mewe for so doing
as some of the people did who called themselves
brethren in the days of josephjoe h smith look out
for yourselves for falsefaise brethrenbrethren were the cause
of josepjosephshIs death and I1 am not a very ribrigrighteousliteotis
man I1 have told the latter day saints from the
beginning that I1 do not profess much righteous-
ness but I1 profesaa to know the will of god con-
cerning you aandanind I1 have boldness enoich to tell it
0too you fearlessearlessf of your wrath and I1 expect that
it is on tinsthis account that the lord has called me
to occupy the place I1 do I1 feel as independent as
an angel

4y isome of youyolk have been broubroughth t before the

high council charged with this fault and with
thatP and you say it is too much for you that youjou
cannot bear it but you have got to bear it and
if you will not make up your minds to go ioto hellbell
at once and have donegone with it if you wish to
be saints you must have your evils taken away
and your iniquities exposed this must be done if
you remain in the kingdom of god if you do
wrong and it is made manifest before the high
council dont grunt about it nor whine about
your loving precious character but consider that
you havee none that is the best way to get alonzalone
with it myriads have scandalized me since I1
have been in this church and I1 have been asked
br brigham are you a going to bear this do

you not know that such and such beisopersonss are
scandalizing your character said I1 1 I do not
know that I1 have any character I1 tavelavehave never
stopped to inquire whether I1 have one or not it
is for me to pursue a course that will build uplip
thehc kingdom of god on the earth androuand you may

take my character to be what you please I1 care
notno what you do with it so you but keep your
hands off from me

if you are brought before the high council
or before a Bishobishopspys court and it iiss proven before
either of those tribunals that you are covetous
dont fly in a passion and become so excited that
you are ready to burst I1 may see fit to expose
some men who have not paid their tithing nownoly
if you are going to get nervous about it and are
afraid of bursting let me know and we will slip
an egg11

shell over you and your precious charac-
ters what precious characters some of you had
in wales in englanda in scotland and perhaps
in ireland

do not be scaredseared itif it is proven against somesom
before the Bishop 39 court that you did steal thehe
poles from yourour neighbors garden fence if you
didlid iti t wouldwould be far better for you to get right up
and own it for you have in reality lost your char-
acter before god angels and men and then refrain
from such evils and try to establish a good characharaeq
ter it would be better for you to do that thanthan
to become grigryangry when your faults are made man-
ifest IEif it isA proven before the high council
that you did steal a beefbeet creature dont getgit
angry but rise up and acknowledge that you did
steal it

itif it isis proven that you have been to some
persons wood pile and stole wood dont bebet
frightened for itif youyonou will steal it must be made
manifest somesomeoneone may saysoy why I1 did not i

think saints were guilty of such deedsdeedslysll nor I1
either suchsach crimes are committed by people
who gather with the saints to try them to afflict
and annoy them and drive them to thar duty
do vouyou not suppose that it isis necessary duludultto havV
levilsdevils mixed up with us to make saints of us
weive are as yet obliged ioto have devils in our com-

munity we could not build up the kingdom with-
out them many of you know that you cannot
get your endowment without the the devils being
present indeed we cannot make rapid progress
without the devils I1 know that it frightens the
righteous sectarian world to think that we have
so many devils with us so many poor miserable
cursescurves

bless your souls we could not prosper in the
kingdom of god without them we must have
those amongst us who will steal our fence poles
who will go and steal hay from their neighborsneighborabors
habayllayl stack or go into his corn field to steal corn
and leave the fence down nearlyneary every ax that
is dropped in the kanyon must babe picked up by
them and thetile scores of lost watches gold rings
breast pins etc must get into their hands though
they will not wear them in your sight itiliacis I1

essentially necessary to have such characters
here

after we had given the brethren such a scour
ing two or three months ago about returning
lost property when found one or twomeywomen brought
in two or three rusty nails of no value which
they had picked up this was tantamount to say-
ing to br Sspraguera u if we had found bour PUMP
or if we h fafoundu n brighamsBrighams purse wawe would
saeseo you in hell before we would return it 99 we
wish to impress upon you thetho necessity of your
bringing the ax you find the haybay fork or any
other lost property which you find to the per-
son who is appointed to take charge of such

ruttutpropertyroperty that the owners may again possess it
but if you should pick up a piece of rotten wood
and bring it tobobrbr brighamanttanit or dr sprague with
a show of honesty and in derision of the coun-
sel you have received it would be like saying

if we could find or steal your pursesurges you
should never see them again wee are poor
miserable devils and mean to live here by stealing
from the saints and you cannot help yourselves 11

live here then you poor miserable curses un
til tilethe time of retribution when your heads wwillil
have to be severed from your bodies just letiet the
lord almighty say lay judgment to the line
and righteousness to the plummet and the time
of thieves is short in this community what do
you supsupposetose they would say in old massachusetts
should I1theyley hear that the latter day saints had
received a revelation or commandment to lilayy
judgment to the line and righteousness to the

plummet what would they say in oldeld con-
necticut rheythey would raise a universal howlbowl of
howflow wicked those mormonscormons are they are kill-

ing the evil doers who are among them why I1
hear that they kill the wicked away up yonder in
utah they do not kill any body down there
do they I1

As for the inhabitants of the earth who know
anything about the mormonscormonsMormons having power oijutter worse epithets against us than tasyth y do they
llavehave to get more knowledge in order to do ititse
and aasS for those enemies who have been
midst feeling any worse than they docotheythey
have first to know more thetheyy are aass fulltull of bad
feeling now as they can hold without borstingbarsting
what do icareI1 care for the wrath of man no more
than ido for the chickens that runran in my dooryarddoorvarayara
I1 am here to teachleach the ways of the lord atifariflead men to life eveeverlasting but ifir they h avoave
not a minato go therelthere 1 wish themtherndeepdeegKeep n
of my path


