ed, and understand the difference between false devils were cast out in the coun _
i journed? I donot. Working miracles, healing

spirits and true. Then, when we see a presenta-
tion, we shall know whence it is and understand
whether it be of the Lord, or whether it is not
of him; but if the people are not endowed with
the Hniy Ghost they cannot tell, therefore it be-
comes us to have the Spirit of the Lord, not only
in preaching and praying but to enable us to re-
flect and judge, for the saints are to judge in these
matters. They are to judge not only men, they
are to be judges not only in the capacity of a
conference to decide what shall be done, what
course shall be pursued to further the kingdom

of God, what business shall be transacted and

will actually judge angels.

We sit here as judges, and suppose that busi-
ness which would prove injurious to this people
should now be presented for them to decide upon,
or suppose that the leaders of this people had for-
saken the Lord and should introduce through sel-

fishness, that which would militate against the sick would have been heal
kingdom of God on the earth, that which wonld | out, for there would have been a predominance of
in the jssue actually destroy this people, how are | a good power over the evil influences.

you going to detect the wrong and know it from | *
You cannot do it,unless you have |ea hay _ _ :
the Spirit of the Lord. Do the people enjoy that |let one of them be situated on the Atlantic and
o they enjoy | the other on the Pacific coast, and most of the |
it in as great a degree as it is their privilege? A |sick would remain sick around them, the dying

the right?
8pirit? Yes, many of them do.

few of them do, still I think that the people in
general might enjoy more of the Holy Spirit, more
of the nature and essence of the Deity, than they
do. I know that they have their trials, 1 know
they have the world to grapple with and are
tempted, and I know what they have to war
agamst. !

But let us ask ourselves individually whether
we fight this warfare to such a degree that we do
overcome in every instance, in every contest do
we come off victorious? Here we have to do
with our passions; here is fallen nature that we
can never get rid of until we lay down in the
grave, it is sown in the flesh and will remain
there, but it is our privilege to overcome that and
bring it under subjection in our reflections, in our
meditations and in all the labor that we perform,
though we may be tried, tempted and buffetted by
satan. It is our privilege to have power to rule,
govern and bring under subjection even our mo-
mentary passions; yes, it is our privilege so to
live and overcome them that we never would have
a tempration to think evil, or at least would never
speak before we took time to think, but all would
be in subjection to the law of Christ. Do we live
up to this privilege? j

People may ask, are we not good saints? Yes,
I can say that this people are a good people, and
they wish to be saints, and many of them strive
to be saints and many of them are saints. I re-
alize the weaknesses of men; I am not ignorant
of my own weaknesses, and this is where I learn
every body else, their dispositions and the opera-
tions of the spirit upon the inhabitants of the
earth; to learn mankind is to learn myself.

This is a good people, they are a righteons peo-
ple; yet there are some who are filled with folly,
there are some who are inclined to do wickedly
and seem to love wickedness; there are some who
are filled with idolatry, and it seems as though it
were impossible for them to overcome the spirit
of the world, te keep from loving it and from
cleaving to it and to the things of the world. I
will appeal to the people as judges, are you capa-
ble of judging in matters pertaining to the king-
dom of God on earth, unless you have the Spirit
of truth within you?

Some may say, ‘“brethren, you who lead the
church, we have all confidence in you, we are not

in the least afraid but what everything will go |

right under your superintendence; all the business
matters will be transacted right, and if bro. Brig-
ham is satisfied with it I am.”” T do not wishany
Latter Day Saint in this world, nor in heaven, to
be satisfied with anything I do, unless the Spirit
of the Lord Jesus Christ,—the spirit of revela-
tion, makes them satisfied. I wish them to know
forthemselves and understand for themselves, for

en the faith that 1s within |

this would atren?h
them. Suppose that the people were heedless,
that they manifested no concern withregard to the
things of the kingdom of God, bnt threw the
whole burden upon the leaders of the people,
saying, “if the brethren who take charge of mat-
ters are satisfied we are,”” this is not pleasing in
the sight of the Lord. :

Every man and woman in this kingdom ought
to be satisfied with what we do, but they never
should be satisfied without asking the Father, in

the name of Jesus Christ, whether what we do | : :
'would have sleot in therr dispositions until the

i3 right. When you are inspired by the Holy
Ghost you can understandingly say, that you are
satisfied, and that is the only power that shonld
cause you to exclaim that you are satisfied, for
without that you do not know whether you should
be satisfied or not. You may say that you are
satisfied and believe that all is right, and your

thorities of the Church of Jesus Christ, but if
you asked God,in the name of Jesus, and re-
ceived knowledge for yourself through the Hol

Spirit, would it not strengthen your faith? It

would. A little faith will perform little works; | people?”’ That is the

that is good logic. Jesus says, ““if ye have faith
as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this
mountain, remove hence to yonder place, and it
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible un-
to you,”

A grain of mustard seed is very small; never-
theless if you had had faith as a grain of mus-
tard seed and should say unto this mountain, re-
move hence {o yonder place, it would be done;
or to that sycamore free, be thou
sea; or fo the sick, be ye healed; or to devils, be
ye cast out, it would be done.

~ Suppose that I had faith like a grain of mustard
see and could do the things which Christ has said
are
another man on the continent of Asia had the
same faith, we could not accomplish much be-
cause but two would have all the
to eombat. Do you suppose that Jesus Christ
healed every person that was sick, or that all the

the craz
kinds of devils were around him, and only now

'no
how it shall be transacted, and so on, but they |

- mustard seed, and there will be four times as much

But again, suppose that two thirds of the irhab-
itants of Jerusalem and the r

| their thoughts and intents, and brings out every
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where he so-

the sick, raising the dead, and the like, were al-
most as rare in his day as in this our day. Once
in a while the people would have faith in his pow-
er and what is called a miracle would be perform-
ed, but the sick, the blind, the deaf and dumb,
and those possessed with different

and then could Lis faith have power to take effect,

nnlaccuuntuf the want’ of faith in the individ-

uals.

Many suppose that in the days of the Savior
person was sick, in the wvicinity of his la-

bors, but what was healed; this is a mistake, for
it was only occasionally that a case of healing a |
sick person or castieg out a devil oceurred.—

ions round about
had actually possessed like faith in the Savior that
a few did, then it is very probable that all the

e«f and the deyils cast |

Let two persons be on the continent of Ameri-
faith like a grain of mustard seed, and

would die, and those possessed of devils would
continue to be tormented, though once in a while
a sick person might be healed, or a blind person
be made to see. Now let each one of those indi-
viduals have another person of like faith added
to him, and they will do as mueh again work;
then let there be four persons in the east and four
in the west, all possessing faith like a grain of

done as when there was but one in each place;
and thus go on increasing their number in this
ratio. until, by and bye, all the Latter Day Saints
have faith like a grain of mustard seed, and
where would there be place for devils? Not in|
these mountains, for they would all be cast out. |
Do you not perceive that that would be a great |
help to us? |

If T had power of myself to heal the sick,
which I do not profess to have, or to cast out
devils, which power I have not got, though if the
Lord sees fit to cast them ont through my com-
mand itis all right, still if T had that power, and
there was no other person to help me, the people
would do as they do now, they would hunt me
almost to death saying, “won’t you lay hands on
this sick person? Won’t you go to my house over
yonder?” and so on. [ am sent for continually,
though.I only go occasionally, because it is the
privilege of every father, who is an elder in Isra-
el, to have faith to heal his family, just as|
much so as it is my privilege to have faith to
heal my family; and if he does not do it he is |
not living up to his privilege. Il is just as rea-
sonable for him to ask me to eut his wood
and maintain his family, for if he had faith
himself he would save me the trouble of leaving
other duties to attend to his request.

Let this faith be distributed and it makes all
things easy, but put one or two dozen men to
hauling a wagon containing a hundred tons’
weight and the labor is very heavy, whereas if
the whole of the Latter Day Saints would put |
their shoulder to the load it would be moved easi- |
ly. It is with the mental powers as it is with the |
physical, and that is why I wish you to consider
the matter, and why Ilay those things before you. |
Let the Latler Day Saints have faith and works, |
anc let them forsake their coveteousness and
cleave unto righteousness.

I have given rnu a short diseourse upon faith
anc practical religion, and now I say to the elders |
of Israel, to the bishops of the different wards,
and to the presidents of the different branches, if |
there is any business you wish to bring before
this conference, pertaining to fellowship and the |
conduct of individuals, you can have the priv- |
ilege. We were accustomed, some years ago,
to attend to such business before our general con-
ference, and it is our privilege to do so again, if
we choose, or if there is any occasion.

In all high councils, in bishep’s courts and in
all other departments for transacting our business,
the church and kingdom of God, with the Lord
Almighty at the head, will cause every man to
exhibit the feelings of his heart, for yon recol-
leet it is written that in the last days the Lord
will reveal the secrets of the hearts of the chil-
dren of men. ;

Does not the gospel do that? Tt does, it
causes men and women to reveal that which

dropped info their graves. The plan by whie
the Lord leads this people makes them reveal

trait of disposition Jurking in their organizations.

possible to be done through that faith,and that |

wer of satan .

'rect a man’s faults, by hiding ‘them and never
confidence may be almost unbounded in the au-  speaking of them, by covering up every fault

+  This is a matter that seems to be but litile

Is this right? Itis. How are you gomng to cor-

you see in your brother, or by saying, “O, do not
say a word about his faults, we know that he
lies, but it will not do to say a word about it, for
it would be awful to reveal such a fact to the
policy of the world and of
the devil, but is it the way that the Lord will do
with the people in the latter days? It is not.

understood by some of the Latter Day Saints, it
may be understood by a
others do not understand it. Every fault that a
person has will be made manifest, that it mav be |

portion of them, but |

corrected by the gospel of salvation, by the Jaws

| of the Holy Priesthood. !

planted in the |

k

Suppose that a man lies, and you dare not fell,
of 1t, “very well,”” says the man, “I am secure,
I ean lie as much as I please.” He is inclined
to lie, and if we dare not chastise him about it
he takes shelter under that pavilion, cloaks him-
self with the charity of his brethren, and contin-
ues to lie. By and bye he will steal a little, and
perhaps one or two of his brethren know abont
it, but the? say, “We must cover up this fanlt
with the cloak of charity.” He continues to lie

and to steal, and we continue to hide his faults,

where will it Jead that person to? where will he
end his career? Nowhere but in hell.

What shall we'do with such men? Shall we
reveal their faults? Yes, whenever we deem it
right and proper. I know it is hard to receive
chastisement, for no chastisement is joyous, but
grievous at the time it is given; but if "a person
will receive chastisement and pray for the Holy
Spirit to rest upon him, that he may have the
Spirit of truth in his heart, and
which is pleasing to the Lord, the Lord will give
him grace to bear the chastisement, and he will
submit to and receive it, knowing that it is for
his good. He will endure it patientiﬁ, and, by
and bye, he will get over it and see that he has
been chastised for his faults, and will banish the
evil, and the chastisement will yield to him the
peaceable fruits of righteousness, because he
exercises himself profitably therein.

In this way chastisement is a benefit to an
person. Grant that I have a fault, and wish it
concealed, would I not be likely to hide it? and |
if the Lord would not reveal it I might eling to it, |
it I had not the spirit of revelation to discern my
fanlt and its consequences. Without the influence
of the Spirit of the Lord. I am just as liable to.
live and abide in false principles, false notions,
and unrighteous actions as true ones. It is so
with you,

If your faults are not made known to you, how
can you refrain from them and overcome them?
You cannot.  But if your faults are made mani-
fest, you have the privilege of forsaking them
and cleaving unto that which is good. The de-
sign of the gospel is to reveal the secrets of the
hearts of the children of men.

When men intimate to me, whether in public
or in private, that their faults must not be spoken
of, I do not know how worldly minded men feel
in similar cases, but like Elijah, when he mocked
the priests of Baal, I feel fo laugh and make
derision of such men.

Do you suppose that T will thus far bow down
to any man in this Territory, or on the earth?
Do you suppose that I will suffer’ myself to be
so muzzled that I cannot reveal the faults of the
people when wisdom dictates me to do it?

I'fear not the wicked half so much as I would
a musquito in my bed room at night, for he would
keep me from sleeping, but for the unrighteous,
those who will act the villain and conduet them-
selves worse than the devil, to insinuate that I
have net the rri?ilege of speaking of their faults
makes me feel like laughing at their folly. T will
speak of men’s faults when and where I please,
and what are you agoing to do about it?

Do you know that that very principle cansed
the death of all the prophets, from the days of
Adam until now? Iet a prophet arise upon the
earth, and never reveal the evils of menyand do
you suppose that the wicked would desire to kill
him? No, for he would cease to be a prophet of
the Lord, ana they would invite him to their
feasts, and hail him as a friend and brother.
Why? Becauge it would be impossible for him
to be anything but one of them. It is impos-
sible for a prophet of Christ to live in an adul-
terous generation wifhout speaking of the wick-
edness of the people, without revealing their
faults and theip failings, and there is nothing
short of death that’ will stay him from it, for
a prophet of God will do as he pleases.

have been preached fo, pleaded with, and
written to, to be careful how I speak about
men’s faults, more so than ever Joseph Smith
was in his life time; every week or two I re-
ceive a letter of instruction, warning me to be
careful of this or that man’s character. Di*
you ever have the spirit of the Lord, so tha
you have felt full of joy, and like jumping up
and shouting hallelujah

I feel in that way when such epistles come
to me; I feel like saying, “I ask no odds of
you nor of all your elan this side of hell,”

I have wise brethren around me who will
sumetimes say, “don’t speak so and so, be very
careful, now do be cautious;” and I have been
written to from the east; I have package after
package of letters, yes, a wheelbarrow load of
them, saying, O, br. Brigham, I would beseech
and pray and plead with yon, if I only dare, o be
careful how you speak. Would not this or that
conrse be better than for you to get up in the
stand, and tell the Gentiles what they are?
Would it not be better to keep this to yourself?”

Do you know how I feel vhen I get such
communications? I will tell you, I feel just like
rudbing their noses with them. If I am not to
have the privilege of speaking of saint and sinner
when [ please, tie up my mouth and let me go to
the grave, for my work would be done.

It was for this that they killed Joseph and
Hyram, it is for this that they wish to kill me
and my brethren; we know their iniquity, and we
will tell of it when the Spirit dictates, or talk
about this, that, or the other person and conduct
at the proper time,

There are people in our midst who grunt at this
course and at the same time have evils that I

—

eave to that,
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High Council charged with this fault and with
that, and you say it is too much for you, that you
canrot bear it. But you have got to bear it, and
if you will not, make up your minds to go to hell
at once and have done with it. If you wish to
be saints you must have your evils taken away
and your inigities exposed, this must be done if
you remain in the kingdom of God. If youdo
wrong, and it is made manifest before the High
Council don’t grunt about it, nor whine about
your loving, precious character, but consider that
you have none, that is the best way to get along
‘with it. Myriads have scandalized me since I
have been in this church, and I have been asked,
“Br. Brigham, are you a going to bear this? do
you not know that such and such persons are
scandalizing your character?” Said I, “[ do not
know that I have any character, I have never
stopped to inquire whether I have one or not. It
is for me to pursue a course that will build np
the kingdom of God on the earth, and you may
take my character to be what you please, I care
nof what you do with it, so you but keep your
hands off from me.

If you are brought before the High Council,
or beforea Bishop’s court, and it is proven before’
either of those tribunals that you are cbvetous,
don’t fly in a passion and become so excited that
you areready toburst. I may see fit to expose
some men wﬁo have not paid their tithing, now
if you are going to get nervous about it and are
afraid of bursting, let me know and we will slip
an egg shell over yon and your precious charae-
ters. What precious characters some of you had
in Wales, in England, in Scotland, ana perhaps
in Ireland. .

Do not be scared if it is proven against some,
before the Bishop’s court, that you did steal the
poles from your neighbor’s garden fence. If yon
did, 1t would be far better for you to get right up
and own if, for you have in reality lost your char-
acter before God, angels and men, and then refrain
from such evils and try to establish a good charac
ter. It would be better for you todo that, than
to become angry when your faults are made man-
fest. IE it is proven before the High Council
that you did steal a beef creature, don’t get
apg:ix,t butrise up and acknowledge that you did
steal it.

If 1t is proven that you have been to some

rson’s wood pile and stole wood don’t be

ightened, for if you will steal it must be made
manifest. Some one may soy, “Why I did not
think saints were guilty of such deeds!” Nor [
either. Such crimes are committed by people
who gather with the saints to try them, to affliet
and annoy them and drive them to their duty.—
Do vou not suppose that 1t is necessary to have
devils mixed up with us {o make saints of us?
We are as yet obliged to have devils in our com-
munity, we conld not build up the kingdom ‘with-
out them. Many of you know that you cannot
et your endowment without the the deyil’s being
present; indeed we canno! make ra if progress
without the devils. T know that it frightens the
righteous sectarian world fo think that we have
so many devils with us, so many poor miserable
curses. .

Bless your souls, we could not prosper in the
kingdom of Goed without them. ‘ga must have
those amongst us who will steal our fence poles;
who will go and steal hay from their neighbor’s
hay stack, or gointo his corn field to steal corn,
and leave the fence down; nearly every ax that
i dropped in the kanyon must be picked up by
them, and the scores of lost watches, gold rings
breast pins, etc., must get into their hands, though
they will not wear them in your sight.  Itis
?lmntiully necessary to have such characters

ere.

After we had given the brethren such a sconr-
ing two or three months ago, about retarning
lost property when found, one or twomen brought
in two or three rusty nails of no value, which
they had picked up; this was tantamount to say-
ing to br.Sprague, “If we had found your purse,
or if we had found Brigham’s_ purse, we would
see youin hell before we would return it.” We
wish to impress upon you the necessity of your
bringing the ax you find, the hay fork, or any
other lost property which you find, to the per-
son who is appointed to take charge of such

reperty, that the owners may again possess it.

at if yon should pick up a piece of rotten wood,
and bring it to br. Brigham, or Dr, Sprague, with
a show of honesty, and in derision of the conn-
sel you have received, it would be like saying,
“If we could find or steal your purses, you
should never see them again. WPE are poor
miserable devils and mean to live here by stealing
from the saints, and you cannot help yourselves.’

Live here then, you poor miserable curses, un-
til the time of retribution, when your heads will
have to be severed from your bodies. Just let the
Lord Almighty say, “Lay judgment to the line
and righteousness to the plummet,” and the time
of thieves is short in this community. What do
you nuprasa they would say in old Massachusetts,
should they hear that the {.att.er Day Saints had

think are hardly worth notice, for I do nof think
that such persons will be good for anything even |
should they happen to get into the kingdom of |
heaven, though 1 suppose they are good iny their |
place if we caa find out where it is, but as yet I
am ignorant of it; I presume that the Lord knows
where 1t is, but I do not. I wish to say to the
Elders of Israel, toall people, I shall tell you of
your iniquity and talk about yon just as I please,
and when you feel like killing me for o doing,
as some of the people did who called themselves
brethren in the days of Joseph Smith, look out
for vourselves, for false brethren were the cause
of Josepl’s death, and I am not a very righteous
man. I have told the Latter Day Saints from the
beginning that I do not profess much righteous-
ness, but I profess to know the will of God con-
cerning you, and I have boldness enongh to tell it
to you fearless of your wrath. and I expect that
it is on tlis account that the Lord has called me
to occupy the place I do; I feel as independent as
an angel.

Some of you have been brought before the

received a revelation or commandment to lay
‘yudgment to the line and righteousness to the-
plummet?” What would they say in old Con-
necticut? ‘They would raise a universal how! of,
“How wieked those Mormons are; thay are kill-
ing the evil doers who are among them; why [
hear that they kill the wicked, away up yonder in
Utah.” They do not kill any body down there,
do they? -

As for the inhabitants of the earth, whoknow
anything about the ‘Mormous,’ having power to
utter worse epithets against us than thay do, they
have to get more knowledge in order to do it;
and as for those enemies who have been in our
midst feeling any worse than they do, they
have first to know more; they are as full of bad
feeling now as they can bold without bursting.
What do I care for the wrath of man? No more
than Ido for the chickeus that run in my dooryerd.
[am here to teach the ways of the Lord, an
lead men to life everlasting, but if they have
not a mind to go there, I wish them {0 keep out
of my path.



