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oases, number, genus, elC., were
dropped a8 too cumbersome in thedaily
talk, Words hecame ohsolete. New
words were added, The language he-
came modified by the various tongues
spoken hy the conyuered nations, and
the reeult was flnally that a great
chasm wae opened hetween the written
language and the varfous spoken
dialects. For the fermer was con-
gidered sacred and was scrapulously
guarded, while the latter continually
developed although slowly.

And this is the conuitiun of the:

Mohammedan worid today. They
have a written language zalmost ns
different from the vernscular as the
angient Greek is from the modern
language of QGreecs, or as the old
Liatin is from Italiap. Most of the
spoken dialects of Arabic are as easy
to Jearn ar most modern tongues, while
the written language of Mobhammed
is one of the most difficult to master.

It 18 to be supposed, bowever, that a
ohange in this condition is at hand.
Modern translations of the Bible 1nto
Arabic approsch the spoken dialects,
Newspapere—the very lew that are
published—do the eame nnd mission-
arfies in thelr puhlic =addresses, of
gourse, speak the vermacular ef the
particalar people whom they address,
with wue regard to grammatical rules
All thistendsto form a classioal,modern
Arabic which can he understood by ail
and will he the language of all ed-
ucated Arabs, whiie the ilanguage of
the Koran will he a Jdeaq one and like
ancisnt Greek ouly of value to he
#obolar. But perbaps a pecond Mo-
hammed'is peeded to form this mod-
ern Arahie, for inthe orient progress is
slow,

“SOCIETY ™ ATTACKED.

—_—

Rev, Thomas Dixon Jr. of New
York recently preached n sermon on
the vanity, bumhuggery and hypoo-
ri8y of ‘*soeiety’’ as the word I8 under-

#tood in fashionable eircles. He aald
inone sense rociety wae lnsignificant,
Ino another it was practically omnbipo-
tent, The little clique whioh arrogates
the title of society 18 pimply a mob,
and the impudence with which its
right to that title—indicating as it doua
the gulidarity of mankind—is assumed,
is pronounced vomethivg amazing, Ae-
suming to he the aristooracy of the
world, they ure lu reality an aggrega.
Hon of all sorts of light-headed, in-
significant peuple, **They could all be
dropped from the world tomorruw, and
the world’s business would not sufler,
They.are so Insignificant in the sum
total of the race that they can he left
out of account in oonsidering its
prohlems but for the fuct that their

ldeals bave a reflex action upon the|
masses of Lhe people.”’
The preiensions of this set, Mr.

Dixon declared, are accepted by thou-
8ande of people as facts, and “their
ideais are buwed down to as though
they were the deliverances of the ora-
oles of the Moet High, while they are
only worthy of study and discussiou

c&ugoe of thls tremsndeus influence
upon the rauks below them.” The
reverepd gentleman, procesviug from
DMere gpposition to viclent devnunocia-
tion, deglared that **the so-called high
foplety ot our great oities 18 in its pre-
{enslons u humbug, in 18 customns the

incarnation of vulgarity, In ite stand-
ard of lite essentially immoral and
corrupting.”

While agreelng with the purport and
ohject of what s ssid, the NEws Is
sparcely prepared to follow the speaker
so far, ‘‘Society’ is Dot essentielly
immoral nor does it- necessarily lead to
immorality; but It does lead to if it
does not emhody unworthy vanities
and s disposition to overlook the reali-
ties in faver of the gilding and the
froth of life, The subjoined lines are
less subject to oriticlem:

It is of the earth earthy. It smells of
the lowest ideals possible to rational man
and woman. Money iz the foundation
on which its temple of worship reats,
Mammon js the god they worship, whom
they serve, and a little insignibicant fop,
withasuperannuated European title,is the
angel of which they dream. Marriage is
made a question of alliance for the
mulitiplication of fortune or of chicanery
for the gaining of fortone. It hecomes
strictly a matter of hargain and sale. It
becomes striclly a commercial Lransac-
tion, aud mothers angle tor desirable
men as the faithful fishermau balts bis
hook and waits for the vietim.

The preacher then engaged fn the
narration of a case in real life in which
the ohjectionahle characteristics not to
8ay repulsivenees of suoh proceedings
were plainly illuatrated, Ward Me-

Allister’s “Society As I Have
Found Et¥ is brought uander
the pulpit orator’s metaphorical

scalpel and dissected in fine styie,
while Lhe autbhor himself is plijoried in
a thoroughly characteristio manner,
We cannot close without giving the
drastic yoctor one mote hearing in his
own words. After showing the fullies
and e¢ven indecencies In some cases of
the dress of the elase of people apoken
of, he proceeds to Jaunch the following
verbal thunderboli:

The ocenpations of this cirele of people
are such 1bhat auy statement describing
their position In the world of ethigs
could scarcely he overdrawn. Extrava-
gance and luxury and idleness are the
opportunities the devil alwaya nses to
wreck the hbuman soul. The wociety of
which I am speaking spends its time in
balls and receptions and suppers, operas
theaters—extravagance in the city and
exlravagance out of the egity. Their
business in tife Is to eat and to drink and
1o sleep, to apend the winter and spend
the summer. Think of a normal, ratlon-
al human being living as an end of 1ife
simply to-perform the daily innetions of
the hody and think of the monstrous
insolence of such an aggregation of nsses
calling themselves society!

The wovciwly pevpls are gootrasted
with such men as Darwin, Pasteur,
Franki'n, Edison, Peter Coouper and
otners, and mention is made of the in-
client of the Earl of Sbaftesbury cry-
ing hesause he had (o die and leave so
much sufferiog in the world that he
cvuld not provide for. ‘['hese were all
nptipodal characters ia life hecause all
ute ut and liviug not for display nor
vain pteasure but that the world might
become bLetter aod happler, 1tsome-
times requires radical remedies 1o
sradicate radicul evils and in this view
of the ecase perbaps Dr. Dixon’s
method may accomplish a meature of
reforn; but we doubt it.

The Baratws Standard, a news-
paper whieb is in financialdiffloulties,
hus been plapg=d under attacbnient for
the second time within a month,

THE LIZZIE BORDEN CASE.

What promlises to be aslow-golog
and long drawn out crimlnal 1rlal Js
now falrly under way at Fall River,
Massachusetts. The

Lizzie Borden and the orime with
which she is charged is the murder of
ber father and step-mether in August
lagt, There is not & particle of direct
evidence in the ocase, o that at Lhe
outset at least the defense bhag much
the hetter mide of it to work with,
Detective skiil has been hrought inte
full requisition; every suggestion, trace
and hint bas been foliowed up toite
source or untilspent in vagueness, and
atill the case as it stands awmouDtis to &
mystery and nothing more. 1t will
require unusunl ekill and acutes
ness oo the part of the prosecu-
tion, aided, too, by 8some means
whioh at present we are not advised
of, io enabje it to make euch a showing
as will put the prisoner upon ber de-
fense at all,

It 18 an interesatlug as well as a cele-
hrated oase, the details of which, with
the highly developed taste now exist.
ing for such thinge, will be read with
marked avidity, In thls instance the
public are concerned im the matter of
determining whether the murder w!ll
eut or not, and il the former whether
it is possible that a girl not overly
sklliful apparentiy could so pearly
coucesl her blood¥ work ssto make the
Iatter phaseot the prop-eition the one to
prevail, The NEws wlll have tu yive
place tothe details as the electric cur-
rent hrings them, aud our readers oan
and vouhtless will constitute an un-
organized jury hy themselves.

OVERDOING THINGS,

It is a good thing all around that the
government §a shle and willing to en-
tertain ite royal guesis in a becoming
manner. As a natioy whose people
are Nnow more than ever before on thelr
guod behavior, the Tntted Btates c¢an-
not afford to be shalbihy or nigeardty; it
csnnot even permit 1t to go forth that
uny customary luxury was withhbeld,
no matter what the price. But there
are, ot should he, boundaries witbin
which bille may properiy he created for
the government to pay, and in some
cases it should not have to pay any-
thing at all. We read that the state
Jdepartment at Wasnington found an
uppleasant surprise in ite morning
muils, the other day. The surprlae
bad & Cbicago postmark, It was the

 Auditorium haotel’s bilifor one week?’s

hoard for the Duke of Veragua and
narty—ocarriage hire inciuded. Tue
totnl was $2500. Then comws N.w
York which points with pride to e
faot that the dJduke’s week at the
Waldorf didn’t cost the government
a cepl.

The manper in which the 1nfanta
of Bpain {8 bheing received wherever
she goes |8 such treatment as can leave
no trace of unplessaulness in ber or
ber people’s miod when they think
of her experience in the United States,
But Uscle Bam is paying for every-
thing apd werather suspect that they
are laying it on tolerably thick in
places, not only as to wxpense hut as to
deportment also., Tuoe lauy berself
would scarcely object to walking upon

defendant js
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